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Suggested Study Guides suitable for adult small groups are included below. These curricula are
concerned with topics and issues surrounding incarceration. Check back frequently; more
materials will be added as they are identified or developed.

● "Forgiveness: A Lenten Study" by Marjorie J. Thompson. Forgiving others an
dhumbly asking for forgiveness are central disciplines for all Christian belivers. Lent is
an appropriate time to deepen our understanding and practice of forgiveness. This book
addresses such questions as:  "Is forgiveness a Christian duty under all circumstances? Or
are there situations when Christians do not need to forgive? Is forgiving the best route to
healing for the injured? How do we get past emotional barriers to real forgiveness?"
Using biblical example and real-life situations, Thompson illustrates each chapter's theme
in an informative and engaging way. A study guide is included at the back of the book
that is appropriate for either individual reflection or group discussion. With clarity,
insight and sensitivity, this book is the perfect resource for examining both our ability to
forgive and our own need for forgiveness.

● "Letters From the Farm: A Simple Path for a Deeper Spiritual Life"  by Rev. Becca
Stevens. This book was written by Episcopal priest, social activist, and and best-selling
author Becca Stevens. She wrote it for young priests, old friends, survivors who have
been trafficked, and anyone seeking to live grounded in the belief that love heals. These
letters from the farm describe a faith that strives for justice and peace through loving our
neighbors. It began with the simple hope that love can help in community. That hope led
to a social enterprise called Thistle Farms and that led to learning that we reap a
hundredfold the seeds that are sown in a loving community. A study guide is inlcuded at
the back of the book that is appropriate for either individual or group discussion.

● "Death Penalty and Discipleship: A Faith Formation Guide" by David Matzko
McCarthy. This study guide is written from a Roman Catholic perspective and focuses on
the meaning of God's self-giving in Jesus Christ and the implications of God's redemptive
work in our lives. The overarching theme is God loves the world and gives himself to the
world, and we are called to share God's justice and mercy with others.

● "Capital Punishment: A Faith-Based Study" by Hunter P. Mabry and "Leader's
Guide to Capital Punishment: A Faith-Based Study" by Judith F. Bennett.  This study
program and the leader's guide are written by members of the United Methodist Church
of Virginia. Though the materials incorporate Methodist positions and statistics from the
state of Virginia, the message is universal, thoughful, and provoking. A study program
based on and using these books is available as a 5 week course. The Prayers and Study
Guide for each Session are set up to be printed front and back. You will also find a review
for the previous session as well as selected handouts and Ground Rules for the
participants. Click to download the zipped Death Penalty Study course.

https://www.amazon.com/Death-Penalty-Discipleship-Faith-Formation/dp/0814648096
https://www.amazon.com/Capital-Punishment-Student-Faith-Based-Study/dp/0687053064
https://www.amazon.de/Capital-Punishment-Leader-Faith-Based-Study/dp/068705236X
https://www.amazon.de/Capital-Punishment-Leader-Faith-Based-Study/dp/068705236X

