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SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions of original 
articles, photographs, and event fly-
ers. Submissions must pertain in 
some way to The Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona or one of its churches. 
It is advised to check with the 
editor prior to submitting, to ensure 
your materials fit thematically 
and that there is space. All 
submissions must be sent via 
e-mail to Laurel Way, Editor, at 
laurel@azdiocese.org. Include your 
name, congregation, and phone 
number. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for length, 
clarity and accuracy. The magazine 
does not provide compensation 
for submissions.

DISTRIBUTION

All households of The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona should receive the 
AZ Episcopalian magazine. If you 
are not currently receiving it, or if 
you need to change your delivery 
address, please contact your church 
administrator. Each congregation 
manages their own subscriptions.

information about these and other events online at azdiocese.org

events around the diocese JAN - MARCH 2022

  JANUARY

DECEMBER 31 – JANUARY 2                                                                          

Winter Family Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 

JANUARY 1                                                                          

New Year’s Day – Diocesan Office Closed

JANUARY 7                                                                            

First Friday Art Show | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 

JANUARY 7–8                                                                            

Best Skills Best Churches - Effective Communication and 

Handling Conflict | ZOOM 

JANUARY 8                                                                            

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

JANUARY 11                                                                             

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

JANUARY 17                                                                             

Martin Luther King Jr. Day – Diocesan Office Closed

JANUARY 18–20                                                                             

Forma Conference | ONLINE

JANUARY 22                                                                           

Godly Play Commuter Core Session 1 | SAINT BARNABAS ON THE 

DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

JANUARY 25–27                                                                          

Clergy Retreat | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JANUARY 25                                                                          

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

  FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 4                                                                             

First Friday Art Show | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 

Candelaria Procession | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

FEBRUARY 4–5                                                                             

Best Skills Best Churches - Marketing & Community Presence | ZOOM

FEBRUARY 8                                                                             

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

FEBRUARY 12                                                                             

The Celebration of New Ministry & Installation of The Rev. Scot 

McComas | CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY, SCOTTSDALE 

 FEBRUARY (continued)

FEBRUARY 12                                                                                                              

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX    

FEBRUARY 19                                                                                   

Godly Play Commuter Core Session 2 | ST. AUGUSTINE’S, TEMPE

Commission on Ministry: Day of Discernment | SAINT BARNABAS ON THE 

DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

FEBRUARY 21                                                                             

President’s Day – Diocesan Office Closed

FEBRUARY 22                                                                              

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

FEBRUARY 26                                                                             

Council for Native American Ministries | ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS, TUCSON 

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

  MARCH

MARCH 2                                                                                       

Ash Wednesday 

MARCH 4                                                                                       

First Friday Art Show | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

Food Pantry | ST. LUKE’S, PRESCOTT

MARCH 4—6                                                                                     

Lay Leadership Retreat | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

MARCH 8                                                                               

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

MARCH 12                                                                               

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

MARCH 18                                                                               

Godly Play Commuter Core Session 3 | SAINT BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, 

SCOTTSDALE

MARCH 22                                                                                                                                           

Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

MARCH 26                                                                                                                                           

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX
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Appointments
Rev. Alison Lee began as Interim 
Rector on November 11th (Epiphany, 
Flagstaff)

Rev. Dan Burner began as Interim 
Rector on October 1st (All Saint's, 
Phoenix)

Rev. Anne Ellsworth began as Interim 
Rector on November 22nd (Transfigu-
ration, Mesa)

Rev. Allison Cornell began as Long 
term supply on November 2nd, 
(St. Raphael, Benson)

Early in the Epiph-
any Season we al-
ways hear the story 
of the Baptism of 
Jesus, and the sea-
son always ends 
with the story of 
the Transfiguration. 

These provide bookends of the mani-
fest presence of God, the voice from 
heaven affirming in each story that 
Jesus is God’s beloved son, taking 
place in the River Jordan and on top 
of the Mountain. 
 
They also always remind me of a 
Gospel story that is not in our lection-
ary, and that is sort of an inverse of 
the Transfiguration story: Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. 

At Gethsemane, just like the Trans-
figuration, Jesus goes apart with a few 
trusted disciples. He tells them to stay 
awake, and then he moves on to pray 
in private: “Father, if you are willing, 
remove this cup from me; yet not my 
will but yours be done.” (Luke 22:42)

But this time, in the garden, unlike at 
the river or the mountain, there is no 

BY THE RT REV JENNIFER A REDDALL 
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

Bishop Reddall’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to 
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Laurel Way at 
laurel@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.

SIGN UP

comforting voice from heaven. A later 
version of Luke’s gospel adds an angel 
who comforts Jesus, but in Matthew 
and Mark, and probably in Luke as 
well, the true answer to Jesus’s des-
perate prayer is silence. 

Do we only experience the manifest 
presence of God in spectacular, direct 
communication? Or can we experi-
ence God’s presence even in silence? 

Jesus’s Father is with him in Geth-
semane. Jesus has not been aban-
doned. He will journey to the cross, 
and he will suffer. And he will be 
raised. How all this will happen is 
not clear in the despair of the Garden, 
but God’s love does not end even 
when we cannot hear God’s voice. 

I know ministry is a struggle right 
now. At each meeting I have with 
clergy or laypeople, I hear stories of 
faithful and creative ministry. And I 
also hear stories of concern: where 
are the people who left in 2020? Will 
they ever come back? And I hear 
stories of exhaustion and fatigue. 
Who will take this cup of leadership 
up if I set it down? We are not 
hearing glorious, clear, affirming 
answers to those questions. 

RIVER TO MOUNTAIN TO GARDEN
So I wonder if considering those feel-
ings and questions in the light of 
Gethsemane might be helpful.  Can 
there be an Epiphany that God is pres-
ent even in the agony of the garden? 

Both because we can draw strength 
from the presence of Jesus with us as 
we endure the time of trial; but per-
haps even more so because it reminds 
us that God’s promise of indwelling 
presence does not mean that some 
things will not die. 

Some of our old ways of being church 
are dying, and we cannot yet see or 
even grasp the what the new ways will 
be. That brings grief and agony, and it 
is hard to believe that resurrection is 
possible. And yet as the Angel Gabri-
el reminded Mary and us in Advent: 
nothing will be impossible with God. 

Perhaps it is time to go away for a 
while and pray. We can ask God ques-
tions in our prayer, and listen for an-
swers. But also know that even if the 
answers do not come quickly, that 
God is with us.

Rev. Canon Debbie Royals became 
convener on October 1st for Calling 
the Circle of the Four Winds

Departures
Rev. John Christopher departs as 
Interim Rector on January 31st, 2022 
(Good Shepard, Cave Creek)

Rev. Canon Debbie Royals departed 
as Vicar on October 31st, 2021 
(St. Raphael's, Benson)

Rev. Mark Shultz departed as Curate 
on October 24th (St. Phillip's, Tucson)

Spreading the Word   
For more than  

 100 years 
 

Trinity Cathedral Centennial - Celebrating  
100 years of the Cathedral sanctuary. 

 
Visit trinitycathedral.com for the current Centennial  

calendar of events. Trinity Episcopal Cathedral  

100 West Roosevelt Street Phoenix Arizona 85003

Rev. Daniel Richards departed as 
Rector on November 28th (Christ 
Church, Paradise Valley)

Rev. Alison Lee departed as Priest in 
Charge Under Special Circumstances 
on October 17th (St. Andrew's, 
Nogales)

Rev. Ron Keel departed as Interim 
Rector on November 30th (St. Paul's, 
Payson)

Photo by Greg Rakozy on Unsplash
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BY LAUREL WAY
DIRECTOR OF COMMUNICATIONS

This year, our annual diocesan con-
vention was filled with the Power 
of the Spirit as we gathered both 
in-person and online. 2021 has been 
a unique year and this convention 
symbolized the triumphs and hurdles 
that we as a diocese have overcome 
since the COVID-19 pandemic hit. 
Many of our workshops and presenta-
tions discussed the ways in which we 
embraced evangelism through a digi-
tal platform, especially as we moved 
through uncertain times. This hybrid 
convention was unusual and one-of-
a-kind, and it would not have been 
possible without all of the volunteers 
and staff who made magic happen.

We had the immense pleasure of 
hosting our Presiding Bishop, The 
Most Reverend Michael B. Curry at 
our convention this year. His keynote 
address focused on the Way of Love 
and becoming a church that looks 
and acts like Jesus. Bishop Curry also 
stopped by our Youth program to 
answer questions alongside Bishop. 
Jennifer A. Reddall. On the second 
day of the Convention, Eucharist was 
celebrated with a traditional Pueblo-
Camanche ceremony including drum-
mers and dancers. Mariachi Real de 
Jalisco and the Shekinah Tabernacle 
Worship Team accompanied the St. 
Cecilia’s Diocesan Choir along with a 
string trio. Bishop Curry gave a pas-
sionate sermon on healing and love. 

The online portion of the convention 
was held prior to the in-person week-
end and consisted of the Pre-Con-
vention Workshops and the Business 
Meeting. The digital platform allowed 
delegates to interact and vote from 
the comfort of their homes without 
any major hiccups. This method was 
unconventional but suited our needs 
for this hybrid event. 

2021 ARIZONA DIOCESAN CONVENTION WRAP UP
In all, 2021’s Diocesan Convention 
was a time for reconnection, after so 
many months of being apart. We left 
the convention with a renewed sense 
of purpose and energy that will carry 
us into 2022 and beyond. 

Diocesan Convention 
Results
THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE 
WERE ELECTED TO LEADER-
SHIP POSITIONS:
Convention Registrar: Toni Murdock
Convention Chancellor: Canon Don 
Bivens
Secretary to Convention: The Rev. 
Perry Pauley
Standing Committee - Clerical Order: 
The Rev. Amelia Bryan, The Rev. Dr. 
Robin Hollis
Standing Committee - Lay Order: 
Cody Bro, Dr. Stanlie James
Disciplinary Board - Clerical Order: 
The Rev. James Rhodenhiser, The 
Rev. Scot McComas, and The Rev. 
Franklyn Bergen
Disciplinary Board - Lay Order: Nancy 
Rea, Carmen Valenzuela, Leanne 
Bryan
 

THE FOLLOWING 
RESOLUTIONS WERE PASSED

Resolution 2: Congregational Water 
Use -This resolution commits congre-
gations in this diocese to respond to a 
call for water conservation.   

Resolution 4: Creation of a Task Force 
on Employment Policies - This resolu-
tion is for the 61st Diocesan Con-
vention of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Arizona to establish a Task Force to 
oversee the creation of an updated 
employment handbook to include 
comprehensive hiring policies, em-
ployment practices, abuse preven-
tion, whistle-blower protections, and 
conflict of interest policies in the dio-
cese, and its missions and parishes. 
 

THE FOLLOWING PEOPLE 
RECEIVED AWARDS ON 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 15TH
Service in Music: Erik Goldstrom 
Creative Pastoring: The Rev. Canon 
Holly Herring 
Arts Ministry: Epiphany, Flagstaff (Art 
in Action—online)
Most Spectacular Technological Fail-
ure: St. Andrew’s Sedona
Best use of technology: St Anthony 
on the Desert Largest Phase II Plan: 
St. Matthew’s, Chandler
 

HONORARY CANONS
Canon Don Bivens, Diocesan 
Chancellor 
Canon Suzy Mortenson, Diocesan 
Treasurer
Canon Cathy Black, Diocesan Canon 
for Administration
 

SENIOR WARDENS OF THE SENIOR WARDENS OF THE 
YEARYEAR
Rosemary Tunnell, Grace Church, 
Lake Havasu City
Elizabeth Hatcher, Good Shepherd of 
the Hills, Cave Creek
 

TOTAL CONVENTION OF-
FERING FOR CALLING 
THE CIRCLE OF THE FOUR 
WINDS:
$4,256.00
 
The 2021 Annual Reports to the 61st 
Diocesan Convention can be found on 
azdiocese.org.

Photos from the Convention can also 
be found on our website and all Con-
vention Videos are available on the 
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona’s You-
Tube Channel. 
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BY REV. CANON JANA SUNDIN

The dictionary definition of “epipha-
ny” is “a usually sudden manifestation 
or perception of the essential nature 
or meaning of something; an intuitive 
grasp of reality through something … 
usually simple and striking” (Merriam-
Webster online). I wonder what condi-
tions are necessary for an epiphany 
to take place. I think one condition 
is the willingness to pay attention, 
to notice. It was only through care-
ful attention to the stars, an everyday, 
ever-present part of creation, that the 
Magi noticed the wild star that led 
them to Christ. Another condition is 
a playful, open-hearted sense of pos-
sibility, the expectation that some-
thing unknown and unexpected is a 
welcome surprise to be pursued and 

valued, not feared or resisted. This 
goes at least two ways in the Epipha-
ny story: First, the Magi set off to fol-
low the star somewhere, probably not 
expecting to find the new baby king 
in a humble stable. They were open 
to a surprise. Second, the devout Jew-
ish family of this baby king receives 
the homage and gifts of strange visi-
tors, with a different religion, from far 
away, people they may have resisted 
interacting with if they were not open 
to something new and surprising. 
This “simple and striking” sequence 
of events showed the world that Je-
sus brings a new way to relate to the 
cosmos, to God, and to one another.

One of the gifts of ministering and 
worshiping with children and youth 
is that they can show us surprising 

ways to move more deeply into life 
with Jesus, and they can offer simple 
and striking insights that lead us to 
new ways of understanding what is 
essential. When a small child loudly 
asks a question or repeats something 
the priest has just said, or runs up 
close to the altar during the Eucha-
ristic prayer, they are claiming their 
place in the community and minis-
tering to us with their joy. When a 
teenager or young adult speaks out 
about justice issues, they are offer-
ing a prophetic voice we should heed. 
So let us pay attention, really notice 
what young people say and do, and 
be willing, like the Magi, to follow 
that wondrous gift to a playful and 
unexpected encounter with God.

ATTENTION TO THE WILD STAR

Photo by Vincent Ledvina on Unsplash

All photos from Convention are courtesy of the Arizona Episcopal Diocese. TOP LEFT: Bishop Reddall presents an honorary Canon to Cathy Black. LEFT CENTER: Photo 
of the Rt. Rev Bishop Jennifer A. Reddall during Eucharist. BOTTOM LEFT: Rt. Rev Jennifer Reddall sits with the Most Rev. Michael Curry backstage. TOP RIGHT: Youth 
Program with Rev. Jana Sundin, Bishop Reddall and Presiding Bishop Curry. CENTER: Steven Toya and Family Pueblo-Camanche. BOTTOM CENTER: Photo of the Rt. Rev 
Bishop Jennifer A. Reddall during Eucharist. CENTER RIGHT: Rev. Monica Whittaker and Sarah Dechter present "Powerful Conversations on Stewardship of Privilege: 
Exploring our Power of Privilege in Service of Beloved Community. RIGHT: Amy DeCaussin presents Digital Evangelism Through the Art of Storytelling. BOTTOM RIGHT: 
Arch Deacon Sara Getts directs the Alter Guild as they prepare for the Eucharist"



  21 | 22 SEASON   A Centennial Celebration 
 Spring Concert Highlights 
 

Helen Peel Memorial Organ Concert Sunday 1/16 3:00 pm  

Stefan Donner Friday 2/11  7:00 pm  
Choral Evensong Sunday 2/27  4:00 pm  
R. Carlos Nakai Sunday 3/6   4:00pm 
TICKET RESERVATIONS REQUIRED  
Spring Organ Series Sundays at 3:00 p.m. 
Karen Taylor 3/13                   Ashley Snavely 3/27 
Ilona Kubiaczyk Adler 3/20    Jenny Nam 4/3 
 

CONSIDER A MEMBERSHIP Learn more about the  

benefits at trinitymusicaz.org/membership 

 

100 West Roosevelt Street Phoenix, AZ   602-254-7126    trinitymusicaz.org     
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BY REV. CANON DEBBIE ROYALS

In 2016 our Diocesan Convention 
unanimously passed a resolution 
acknowledging our commitment to 
identify, honor and respect the tradi-
tional people of the land. It states:
BE IT RESOLVED: that the 56th Dioc-
esan Convention of the Episcopal Dio-
cese of Arizona require that that every 
congregation of the Diocese identify 
and acknowledge the People of the 
Land (Native people and their land) 
in relationship to their geographical 
location;
BE IT RESOLVED: that each congrega-
tion acknowledges the People of the 
Land (Native people and their land) 
during the Annual Meeting so that it is 
noted in the minutes;
BE IT RESOLVED: that each congrega-
tion includes recognition of the People 
of the Land (Native people and their 

land) in publications and Sunday bul-
letins or inserts;
BE IT RESOLVED: that each congre-
gation be encouraged to acknowl-
edge the People of the Land (Native 

people and their land) during worship, 
prayers of the people, meetings, and 
other gatherings as a routine practice 
in the life of the community.

On November 16, 2021 at 5 p.m. the 

people of Trinity Cathedral embodied 
our commitment in an “outward sign” 
and God’s manifest presence in their 
community with the installation of a 
Land Acknowledgement plaque in the 
Cathedral Narthex.

When we originally passed this reso-
lution, it was not a common practice 
in churches, denominations or other 
organizations to include Land Ac-
knowledgements, but the Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona was at the fore-
front of taking this step to “know our 
neighbors” and more importantly to 
“know the history of the land” where 
our churches have been built. To-
day, it is a common to attend meet-
ings, gatherings and worship services 
around the globe virtually or in person 
that begin with land acknowledge-
ments. However, it is still not a com-
mon practice in our own diocese.

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT: THE LAND AND ITS PEOPLE 
(AN OUTWARD SIGN)

Why would we include a 
Land Acknowledgement? 
The primary reason goes 
back to our own cate-
chism (page 855) and the 
mission of God’s church: 
to restore all people to 
unity with Christ and 
each other; to pursue its 
mission as it prays and 
worships … and promotes 
justice, peace and love; 
to carry out its mission 
through the ministry of 
all. Our ministry (page 
855) is to bear witness … 
and carry on Christ’s work 
of reconciliation in the world.

Outward signs fill our prayer life, our 
worship and our communities of faith 
because we are embodied creatures 
that live in a world of touch, sound 
and taste. It is through these outwards 
signs that we are led to SEE all of 

God’s creation, HEAR and SPEAK the 
truth of our histories and be TRANS-
FORMED by the practice of radical 
inclusivity.

We are all God’s people and a part of 
the diversity of creation. The church 
has an opportunity to witness to God’s 
grace – as a sacrament, a visible sign 

of god's invisible grace. 
The church is a sacrament 
because she makes visible 
the invisible communion 
that we share with God 
and therefore share with 
each other.

Our Council for Native 
American Ministry has 
set before us a path to 
acknowledging, honor-
ing and respecting those 
whose land we currently 
occupy in the 4R’s: 
Remember, Recognize, 

Reconcile and Relationship. Each 
of these are outward signs towards 
transformation and signs of God’s 
manifest presence in our communi-
ties. Thank you Trinity Cathedral – 
the seat of our diocese – for modeling 
and setting before us a new path to-
wards God’s manifest presence in 
our communities.



Ireland: A Celtic Pilgrimage
You are invited to join us for the trip of a

lifetime, as we explore together the ancient
roots of Celtic Christianity in beautiful, historic,

and vibrant Ireland. 
 

We will visit Clonmacnoise, Kells, Downpatrick,
Down Cathedral, the cliffs of Kilkee, the Hills of

Slane and Tara, Belfast, and Dublin. 
Sponsored by 

Advent Episcopal Church 
 

Hosted By 
Canon Timothy Dombek 

September 11 - 23, 2022 
$4979* from Phoenix 

(Dates and Price are Tentative until Air is Booked)
 

Book Now! Call 602-615-1352 or 
email timothy.dombek@gmail.com
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BY REV. WENDY GUYTON
EDITED BY REV. ROBIN HOLLIS & DEACON 
AMY BRYAN

Early Christian writers make it clear 
that there have been different minis-
tries within the Church since the time 
of the Apostles. The three distinct 
orders of ordained ministers are 
the embodiment in the commu-
nity of the priesthood (priests), 
servanthood (deacons), and epis-
copacy (bishops) of Christ, in 
which all members of the body of 
Christ--both clergy and lay alike-
-participate in through baptism. 
These orders are a gift of God, to 
the people of God, for the service 
of God. From New Testament 
times, the Holy Spirit has called 
and continues to call individu-
als to leadership in the Church. 
Those who respond to the Spir-
it's call do so in lifelong devotion.

In the early Church, the Christian 
community found it necessary to 
appoint individuals to assist in 
looking after its poor. We see in 
Acts 6:1-6 that the 
office of deacon originated in the 
selection of seven by the apos-
tles to assist with the charitable 
work, among them Deacon Stephen, 
who was the first Christian martyr. 
At that time, the seven were chosen 
to take food to widows, who were be-
ing neglected by the community in 
the daily distribution of food. The ex-
ample of these seven has been looked 
at as a model of the diaconate since 
early in the history of the Church. 

A specific reference to deacons may 
be found in Philippians 1:1 where 
Paul addresses "To all the saints in 
Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with 

the bishops and deacons.” 1 Timothy 
3:8-13 contains the third reference in 
the scriptures to deacons when it sets 
out the qualifications for bishop and 
deacon. Both offices are to be filled by 
respected persons in the community. 
The requirements for deacon are strict 
due to the dignity of the office.
 

The period 100-600 CE has been called 
the Golden Age of the diaconate. Dea-
cons flourished in numbers and in 
importance. They oversaw the pasto-
ral care of the Church; administered 
Church charities; were assistants to the 
bishops of the Church; often succeeded 
the bishops they assisted; and had a 
major role in the liturgies of the Church. 

Above all else, deacons were the liv-
ing symbol of the servant ministry to 
which all baptized Christians were 
called. Deacons were servants of the 

JUST WHAT IS A DEACON? PART 2:
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE DIACONATE

Church, not of another order or 
official. The order of deacon was a 
permanent vocation. 

In the following centuries, as Christi-
anity evolved and grew, the entrance 
of unprecedented numbers into the 
Church led to radical changes. The 
ministry of the Church became a grad-
ed succession of offices reflecting its 
greater complexity and its new civic 
role. With these changes came the 
decline of the diaconate as a sepa-
rate and distinct order, which became 
viewed as inferior.

The 1968 Lambeth conference 
recognized that the diaconate 
was necessary to the Church. It 
recommended that the practice 
of regarding the diaconate as in-
ferior be reformed and that the 
order of deacon be restored to a 
significant and operative order.  

All clergy begin their minis-
tries as ordained deacons. The 
deacon’s role today is neither 
inferior to the role of the priest, 
nor superior to the role of the 
laity, but instead is a comple-
mentary part of the minis-
try of the whole Church. It is 
a permanent, not transitional 
order; full in itself and equal to 
other ordained roles within the 
Church, and priests and bish-
ops do not leave their diaconal 
vows behind when they are or-

dained to other orders. Deacons exist 
to remind all Christians the nature 
and character of the ministry is ser-
vice, to which all baptized Christians 
are called. Within this, they are both 
personally involved in service to the 
world and inspire and support others 
in their service to the world. Deacons 
earn their living outside the Church 
and, standing at the altar with other 
orders, represent the unity and good-
ness of both ‘secular’ and ‘spiritual’ 
realms, witnessing to the reality that 
God is present within both.

BY KATHY MARTINEZ & DEACON GAY ROMACK

I am the leftover. Oh, I’ve been color-
ful, chosen, and cuddled, but now I'm 
discarded. Leftover. Bits and pieces of 
me thrown aside, wrapped into little 
balls of yarn, ready to be useless and 
forgotten. But miracles do happen you 
know. My journey of love spins it true. 

Now I am collected, maybe soon to 
be collectable, perhaps. People who 
don’t even know each other collect 
me as a leftover and start my journey 
to become transformed. And why not? 
God transforms people from broken 
to beautiful. Why not yarn? Turning 
something discarded into something 
beautiful, something cherished, some-
thing that shouts love.

It doesn’t just happen without love.
Transformation takes loving hands 
and lots of work. Bags and bags of 
yarn of all colors and sizes are collect-
ed and given to loving-hearted wom-
en at Perryville Prison who want to 
help others but don’t know where to 
start. They begin the process with the 

comfy crochet program that teaches 
women to crochet-most for the first 
time-and transform 
these discarded balls 
of yarn into beanies, 
scarves, socks, stuffed 
animals, and blankets to 
keep the homeless and 
lost warm during the 
winter. These incred-
ible women use their free time to keep 
others warm.. Not enough left of me 
to weave a masterpiece, yet enough of 
me to make something beautiful.
You can use your wildest imagination 
to picture the smiles on the faces of 
men, women, and children of all ages 
when they see themselves showcas-
ing new beanies, scarves, and blan-
kets. Smiles of warmth, happiness, 
and confidence wrapped in God’s love.

I especially like seeing the men from 
the IHelp Homeless program who are 
shy at first about picking things out; 
but once they wrap a scarf around 
their neck and remember how cold 
it can get even in Arizona, the smile 
bursts forth and can’t be hidden. 

SPINNING GOD’S LOVE WITH YARN

I like the baby things too 
though. Warm and cuddly 
booties and soft blankets that 
are given to crisis pregnancy 
centers throughout the val-
ley. The works of God are all 

around because now a Baby Gift Min-
istry has been inspired to help strug-
gling mothers care for their babies. 
And I’m a part of it. And so are we 
all. "The spirit of the Lord is on me, 
because he has anointed me to pro-
claim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim freedom for the 
prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blinds, to set the oppressed free, to 
proclaim the year of the Lord's favor." 

Thanks to all the hands and hearts of Perryville 
Staff for allowing the yarn to come in. You are a 
blessing in disguise. 

Thank you Comfy Crochet ladies for taking the time 
in your day to warm the homeless & babies hearts.

Thank you Prison Ministry and St. Peters church for 
collection of yarn and finished items.
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Indicates "Parish" YTD (October) YTD YTD YTD
Indicates "Mission" Dec  + Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Reported 16.9% of Paid Unpaid

2020 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 2021 Income Income
Benson, St. Raphael's 41,052.08 6,937.80 6,937.82 0.02
Bisbee, St. John's 24,453.37 4,132.62 4,132.80 0.18
Casa Grande, St. Peter's 129,575.02 21,898.18 21,898.17 (0.01)
Cave Creek, Good Shepherd 149,073.20 25,193.37 28,896.17 3,702.80
Chandler, St. Matthew's 552,528.27 93,377.28 90,353.33 (3,023.95)
Clarkdale, St. Thomas 64,784.87 10,948.64 10,947.36 (1.28)
Coolidge, St. Michael's 31,194.41 5,271.86 5,271.85 (0.01)
Douglas, St. Stephen's 25,013.12 4,227.22 4,227.00 (0.22)
Flagstaff, Epiphany 250,831.52 42,390.53 41,455.38 (935.15)
Gilbert, Resurrection 75,821.00 12,813.75 12,813.75 0.00
Glendale, St. Andrew's 32,104.00 5,425.58 5,425.00 (0.58)
Glendale, St. John/Baptist 305,600.93 51,646.56 51,646.56 0.00
Globe, St. John's 94,328.41 15,941.50 15,941.30 (0.20)
Green Valley, St. Francis 542,936.88 91,756.33 91,756.29 (0.04)
Holbrook, St. George 20,490.69 3,462.93 3,462.93 0.00
Kingman, Trinity 38,259.75 6,465.90 6,374.63 (91.27)
Lake Havasu City, Grace 70,474.11 11,910.12 11,910.13 0.01
Lakeside, Our Saviour 211,840.84 35,801.10 35,801.10 (0.00)
Litchfield Park. St. Peter's 331,761.10 56,067.63 56,067.63 0.00
Mesa, St. Mark's 151,923.22 25,675.02 25,675.04 0.02
Mesa, Transfiguration 176,946.31 29,903.93 29,903.95 0.02
Morenci, SS Philip & James 6,133.82 1,036.62 1,036.63 0.01
Nogales, St. Andrew's 104,834.97 17,717.11 17,717.11 0.00
Oro Valley, Apostles 170,736.50 28,854.47 28,854.46 (0.01)
Para.Vall., Christ Ch. Asc. 636,190.09 107,516.13 107,516.13 0.00
Payson, St. Paul's 108,764.40 18,381.18 18,383.75 2.57
Phoenix, Trinity Cathedral 397,662.00 67,204.88 67,204.88 (0.00)
Phoenix, All Saints' 829,088.16 140,115.90 104,811.83 (35,304.07)
Phoenix, St. Luke's @ Mt. 30,661.01 5,181.71 5,181.89 0.18
Phoenix, Santa Maria New Clergy is working with them to start paying Mission Share. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Phoenix, St. Mary's 140,560.01 23,754.64 23,754.64 (0.00)
Phx, St Paul's Sudanese Agreement with Bishop Smith of $1,000 per year/No end specified. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Phoenix, St. Stephen's 167,532.89 28,313.06 28,313.06 0.00
Phoenix, San Pablo 58,165.20 9,829.92 9,829.87 (0.05)
Prescott, St. Luke's 443,820.81 75,005.72 75,005.72 0.00
Safford, All Saint's 25,414.10 4,294.98 4,294.81 (0.17)
Scottsdale, Nativity 334,106.78 56,464.05 56,464.04 (0.01)
Scottsdale, St Anthony 271,492.57 45,882.24 45,882.25 0.01
Scottsdale, St. Barnabas 1,458,722.54 246,524.11 264,945.11 18,421.00
Sedona, St Andrews 206,751.41 34,940.99 34,940.99 0.00
Sierra Vista, St Stephen's 131,442.00 22,213.70 22,213.70 0.00
Sun City, All Saints' 253,115.67 42,776.55 42,776.55 0.00
Sun City, St. Christopher's 149,255.47 25,224.17 25,224.16 (0.01)
Sun City West, Advent 303,519.74 51,294.84 51,294.83 (0.01)
Tempe, Epiphany 358,946.75 60,662.00 60,662.00 (0.00)
Tempe, St. Augustine's 100,925.00 17,056.33 17,056.42 0.09
Tempe, St. James 86,471.35 14,613.66 14,613.96 0.30
Tombstone, St. Paul's 591.71 100.00 900.00 800.00
Tucson, Christ the King 353,543.46 59,748.84 59,748.85 0.01
Tucson, Grace St. Paul's 474,474.86 80,186.25 80,186.24 (0.01)
Tucson, St. Alban's 313,938.28 53,055.57 53,055.57 0.00
Tucson, St. Andrew's 101,805.37 17,205.11 17,205.08 (0.03)
Tucson, St. Matthew's 195,187.60 32,986.70 32,986.70 (0.00)
Tucson, St. Michael's & All 257,554.17 43,526.65 43,526.67 0.02
Tucson, St. Philip's in the… 1,002,225.33 169,376.08 169,376.15 0.07
Wickenburg, St. Alban's 90,007.17 15,211.21 15,211.22 0.01
Williams, St. John's 23,747.65 4,013.35 4,013.35 (0.00)
Winslow, St. Paul's 6,502.39 1,098.90 1,114.64 15.74

12,914,884.33 2,182,615.45 2,166,201.46 (16,414.00)

In Report:  58 Churches (31 Parishes and 26 Missions, 1 Cathedral) Additions to Note:  1 Church Plant (Emmaus), 4 College Chapels
(ASU - Mesa, NAU Canterbury - Flagstaff, ASU  - Tempe, & U of A - Tucson) & 1 Missional Community (Harbor Church)

2021 MISSION SHARE RECEIVABLES REPORT
Monthly Tally with YTD Total

Mission Share Reports Received - Activity Month

Totals
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Episcopalians join communities responding  
to destructive, deadly tornadoes

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopal leaders and church mem-
bers are working with their com-
munities to provide disaster relief 
and assistance to areas affected by 

the powerful storm system overnight Dec. 
10 that produced deadly and destructive 
tornadoes across a wide swath of the cen-
tral United States.

Communities in western Kentucky 
were among the hardest hit. At least 77 
people there were killed in the storms and 
there were more deaths in Arkansas, Illi-
nois, Mississippi, Missouri and Tennessee, 
for a total of 92 as of Dec. 18.

The Diocese of Kentucky, based in 
Louisville, announced on Facebook that 
it was working with Episcopal Relief & 
Development and the staff of Presiding 
Bishop Michael Curry to coordinate as-
sistance to those impacted by the storms.

“As we continue getting updates from 
around the diocese, we want to thank you 
for the incredible outpouring of support 
from around the church — our neigh-
boring dioceses and dioceses around the 
country, and caring people from literally 
around the world have been in touch,” the 
diocese said. It encouraged donations to 
its Bishop’s Discretionary Fund and the 
state government’s relief fund.

Some of the worst destruction was 
found in Mayfield, a city of about 
10,000 people about a half hour south of 

Paducah. The tornado leveled a Mayfield 
candle factory where an estimated 110 
people were working. At least eight people 
died in the factory.

That tornado reached wind speeds es-
timated as high as 206 mph along a path 
that stretched more than 200 miles, ac-
cording to state and federal authorities.

No Episcopal churches are located in 
Mayfield. Some of the congregations in 
surrounding communities offered their 
support, including St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Murray, southeast of Mayfield.

“We are praying for all those affected 

by the tornados and storms, especially 
the people of Mayfield,” St. John’s Epis-
copal Church said in a Facebook post. 
The storms had knocked out power to St. 
John’s.

Bowling Green, Ky., was another com-
munity hit hard as a tornado killed at 
least 12 people, leveled homes and left a 
shocked and battered community to pick 
up the pieces.

The Rev. Steve Pankey, rector at Christ 
Episcopal Church in Bowling Green, 
told Episcopal News Service in a phone 

continued on page I

Photo/Wikimedia Commons/State Farm

An aerial view of Mayfield, Ky., shows extensive destruction from the December tornadoes.
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Navajoland’s feeding ministry resumes for winter

NEws  n 

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

L
ast year, the Episcopal Church in 
Navajoland launched an emergen-
cy feeding ministry to help fami-
lies weather the turbulent early 

months of the COVID-19 pandemic. 
After a summer 2021 hiatus, the min-
istry resumed for the winter, just before 
Thanksgiving.

Episcopal leaders serving the Navajo 
Nation gathered with volunteers Nov. 18 
at the mission’s headquarters in Farming-
ton, N. M., to sort a final shipment of 
food items and load them onto trucks to 
take to Navajoland’s three regions. The 
food then was divided further into indi-
vidual portions for distribution to about 
300 families.

Among the items were turkey, pota-
toes, dressing and pie for the families’ 
Thanksgiving dinners.

“This is really about getting the food 
and resources to those who need the 
most,” the Rev. Joe Hubbard, vicar at St. 
Christopher’s Mission in Bluff, Utah, told 
ENS. Elders and families with small chil-
dren are among the ministry’s priorities.

The Thanksgiving week deliveries con-
tained enough food for fami-
lies to “get them through the 
holidays,” and another dis-
tribution was scheduled for 
December in time for Christ-
mas, Hubbard said.

Navajoland leaders had 
conducted similar monthly 
food distributions for about 
a year, starting in May 2020. 
More than 3,800 boxes of 
food, as well as clothing, hy-
giene items and toys, were 
provided to families in 25 
communities, including 
more than 1,650 children, 
according to a Navajoland 
summary. 

Those deliveries were put on hold in 
May 2021 “in hopes to save some money 
to help families during the holiday sea-
son,” G.J. Gordy, Navajoland’s communi-
cations director, told ENS.

The winter months often are the most 
economically difficult for Navajo families, 
Gordy said, because the growing season is 
over and families face the added cost of 

buying firewood or propane to heat their 
homes. With the feeding ministry resum-
ing, “we’re hoping to continue this for the 
next six months.”

The deliveries in November were made 
possible in part by donations of non-
perishable foods from the Utah-based 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints, known widely as the Mormon 
church. Other food was purchased di-
rectly from wholesaler Sysco, with help 

from the monetary donations that Nava-
joland continues to receive from around 
the Episcopal Church.

“We have been blessed with just an 
outflowing of love from the wider church, 
with donations that have allowed us to 
purchase the food,” Navajoland Bishop 
David Bailey told ENS. “There’s not 
enough words to say thanks.”

That financial support was especially 

welcome in the months after the March 
2020 start of the pandemic, when the rate 
of COVID-19 transmission on the Na-
vajo Nation reservation was among the 
highest in the United States. More than 
1,500 Navajo Nation residents have died 
during the pandemic. Daily cases have 
risen again this fall, though not as high as 
last winter, and 58% of residents are now 
vaccinated.

“So many people have lost loved ones 
and friends and family members to this 
virus,” Hubbard said. “We’re seeing that 
this virus is not going away.”

The reservation covers more than 
27,000 square miles in the Four Corners 
region of Arizona, New Mexico and Utah. 
More than 30% of households lack run-
ning water, and many of the 175,000 resi-
dents live below the poverty line in isolated 
villages far from the nearest grocery store.

The Episcopal Church created the Na-
vajoland Area Mission in 1978 by carv-
ing out sections of the dioceses of Rio 
Grande, Arizona and Utah, in an effort to 
unify the language, culture and families of 
the region. The churchwide triennial bud-
get now includes a $1 million block grant 
to support Navajoland.

“The Episcopal Church Office of 
Development continues to partner with 
the Episcopal Church in Navajoland to 
support fundraising efforts for core op-
erations and essential ministries,” Cecilia 
Malm, the office’s associate director, told 
ENS by email. “Development staff pro-
vide professional consultation in areas 

Photo/Leon Sampson

Genevieve White and her son, Ryan, volunteer at Good Shepherd Mission in  
Fort Defiance, Ariz., to fill boxes of food for delivery to Navajo Nation residents as 
part of a feeding ministry of the Episcopal Church in Navajoland. 

Photo/G.J. Gordy

The Rev. Leon Sampson helps load a trailer with food 
to be boxed and delivered to Navajo Nation residents. 

continued on page L
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

S
t. Paul’s Episcopal 
Church in Newburyport, 
Mass. in early December 
began opening its doors 

to Afghan evacuees, welcoming a 
family of 13 who took up tempo-
rary residence at the church. 

A second Afghan family, with 
11 members, was also scheduled 
to be hosted by St. Paul’s as part 
of the congregation’s response to a 
churchwide call to “welcome the 
stranger.” The United States is ac-
commodating 50,000 Afghans who fled 
their home country after the Taliban took 
control in August.

“It is a privilege to offer support for 
these families in such a crucial way,” the 
Rev. Jarred Mercer, rector at St. Paul’s, 
told the Salem News. “The call to do all 
we can to love and support these friends, 
whose lives have been put in grave danger 
in their home country because of their re-
lationship to ours, is a moral imperative 
of our time.”

Mercer’s congregation converted class-
room and meeting space at St. Paul’s into 
temporary living quarters while an immi-
grant support organization, the Interna-
tional Institute of New England, works to 
find permanent housing for the families. 
Mercer told the Salem News the church 
is still lining up donations of beds, a crib, 
linens, towels and toiletries to help the 
new arrivals feel at home.

Episcopal churches across the United 
States are stepping up in a variety of ways 
to help the evacuees, who were allowed 
into the country under a humanitarian 
parole program.

In Oklahoma, Episcopal volunteers are 
welcoming Afghan families at the airport 
in Oklahoma City. An Episcopal con-
gregation in Watertown, Wisc., recently 
helped fill two moving trucks and five 
cars with supplies for refugees staying at 
Wisconsin’s Fort McCoy. A New Mexico 
congregation launched a donation drive 
for supplies, while a Wyoming congrega-
tion has taken steps to sponsor an Afghan 
family in Casper.

Some Episcopalians and congrega-
tions are providing direct support to the 
11 local affiliates of Episcopal Migration 

Ministries, or EMM, which is coordinat-
ing the Episcopal Church’s efforts to serve 
these new neighbors.

Episcopalians in cities without an 
EMM affiliate still can lend a hand by 
connecting with affiliates of one of the 
other eight resettlement agencies.

The humanitarian parole program is 
separate from the refugee resettlement 
program that EMM and the other agen-
cies facilitate on behalf of the State Depart-
ment, though the agencies plan to provide 
services to Afghan evacuees similar to what 
has been provided since 1980 through the 
refugee resettlement program. Those ser-
vices include English language and cultural 
orientation classes, employment services, 
school enrollment, and initial assistance 
with housing and transportation.

EMM also has invited 
Episcopalians and their con-
gregations and dioceses to 
support that work by making 
donations online to the Neigh-
bors Welcome: Afghan Allies 
Fund and by volunteering in 
other ways, which they can do 
through an online form.

In Newburyport, a coastal 
city of 18,000 about 45 miles 
north of Boston, St. Paul’s has 
been working with Interna-
tional Institute of New Eng-
land since August, when the 
United States expedited the 

end of its 20-year war in Afghanistan and 
withdrew troops from the country.

Some Afghans fled to the United 
States through the special immigrant visa 
program, which is open to people who 
fear persecution for their work in support 
of the U.S. government.

The humanitarian parole program is 
intended to accommodate others arriv-
ing amid the recent crisis in Afghanistan 
who do not yet have legal residency status. 
Once in the U.S., some may be able to 
apply for special immigrant visas, while 
others will apply for asylum.

“This is a time for our whole commu-
nity to come together, and in this season of 
giving and generosity, to do all we can to 
support these arrivals who are in such great 
need,” Mercer told the Salem News.   n

Massachusetts congregation to house Afghan families
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St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Newburyport, Mass., converted 
classroom and meeting space to temporary living quarters for 
Afghan evacuees who are being welcomed to the community. 
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

A
n Oregon parish that has been 
providing critical services to 
homeless people despite opposi-
tion from neighbors is now tak-

ing a stand against new restrictions on its 
feeding ministry imposed by city officials 
in Brookings, on the coast near the Cali-
fornia state line.

On Oct. 26, the Brookings city coun-
cil passed an ordinance that restricts dis-
tribution of free meals to twice a week. 
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church currently 
distributes meals four times a week.

“There’s no question in my mind that 
it’s directed at us,” said the Rev. Bernie 
Lindley, vicar at St. Timothy’s. The con-
gregation will continue feeding homeless 
and hungry people four times a week in 
defiance of the ordinance with the sup-
port of the Diocese of Oregon, which is 
prepared to defend the parish in court if 
necessary.

St. Timothy’s fills a social service void 
in an area where there are many unhoused 
and transient residents but few resources 
available to them. A recent count found 
121 homeless people living in the ZIP 
code that covers Brookings, Lindley said, 
but the small city doesn’t provide home-
lessness services and there are no homeless 
shelters in the county.

For years, the parish has provided a 
variety of services for homeless people, 
including its soup kitchen and pantry, 

showers and restrooms, COVID-19 vac-
cine clinics and an advocacy team that 
helps homeless people sign up for afford-
able housing wait lists, get identification 
cards and obtain benefits.

But Brookings has recently seen a 
backlash against the homeless and those 
who care for them, including St. Timo-
thy’s. In June, 29 residents petitioned the 
city to stop St. Timothy’s homeless min-
istries, citing dangerous and disruptive 
behavior by people staying in the parish’s 
parking lot.

The mayor and members 
of the city council have been 
critical of providing services to 
homeless people, saying it at-
tracts them — and problems 
associated with them — to the 
area.

Lindley spoke to Episcopal 
News Service by phone while 
working his other job: unload-
ing a catch of crab from his 
commercial fishing boat. He 
explained that the city council 
claims that St. Timothy’s is op-
erating a restaurant in a residen-
tial area, which is banned under 
local zoning laws. Lindley said 

the city told him that the only way St. 
Timothy’s soup kitchen could continue 
operating legally would be to get a con-
ditional use permit, but that would only 
allow meal service twice a week.

“If we applied, we’d have to stop 
feeding two days a week, and we’re not 
going to do that,” Lindley told ENS. “So 
if we applied, it would be disingenuous of 
us to do so. There’s no way we’re going to 
apply.”

By continuing its regular meal service, 
St. Timothy’s risks legal action from the 
city, including possible fines. But if it 
comes to that, Lindley is confident that 
the church can win in court, especially 
because St. Timothy’s has the Diocese of 
Oregon on its side.

Bishop Diana Akiyama and diocesan 
chancellor Emily Karr “are in regular con-
versation” with Lindley, said Alli Gannett, 
the diocese’s director of communications.

“The diocese fully supports St. Timo-
thy’s and Father Bernie, and [we] are here 
to work with the city of Brookings,” Gan-
nett told ENS. “If there were to be any 
fines or anything, I know that our diocese 
is willing and able to fight those.”

Lindley described the city’s actions as 

Oregon parish continues feeding homeless  
despite city restrictions

NEws  n 

Photo/Bernie Lindley

Photo/Alli Gannett

Oregon Bishop Diana Akiyama administers a 
COVID-19 test at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church 
in Brookings, Ore. continued on page J
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The soup kitchen menu, 
above, at St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church in 
Brookings, Ore. 

Volunteers, left, prepare 
food at St. Timothy’s.
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

B
ishop Mark Edington, of the 
Convocation of Episcopal 
Churches in Europe, urged 
French authorities to immedi-

ately change some of their policies on the 
treatment of refugees and migrants after 
27 migrants died trying to cross the Eng-
lish Channel on Nov. 24.

The deaths shone a spotlight on in-
humane conditions for migrants in 
France, Edington said, arguing that if the 
French government will not provide ba-
sic humanitarian assistance to migrants, 
churches and other charitable groups 
must be allowed to do so.

In an open letter issued Nov. 27, Eding-
ton said the deaths of the migrants, who 
drowned when their small boat capsized 
during a journey from Calais in northern 
France to England, were “an em-
inently avoidable tragedy.”

One of the reasons migrants 
are trying to cross the channel, 
he said, is the hostility of French 
authorities to their presence 
in the country, which is com-
pounded by restrictions on the 
care that churches and charities 
may provide to migrants. Edington called 
for an immediate end to those policies 
while national leaders and the European 
Union sort out larger issues of migration.

“Our communities stand ready to act 
in any way consistent with our beliefs and 
commitments if called upon for assistance 
by the civil authorities. But while the ar-
guments and posturing continue, we insist 
that basic humanitarian assistance be made 
available immediately,” Edington wrote.

The English Channel disaster is the 
latest episode in a migration crisis that 
has unfolded over the past decade. From 
2011 through mid-2021, 9.2 million 
people have applied for asylum in Europe 
(not including Turkey), according to the 
United Nations.

Most come from the Middle East — 
especially Syria, Afghanistan and Iraq — 
and African countries beleaguered by war, 
persecution, famine, economic instability 
and other humanitarian crises. Many have 
endured perilous journeys by sea to reach 

Europe, and many of 
those die trying — in-
cluding at least 1,146 in 
the first half of 2021.

The Paris-based 
convocation, which in-
cludes congregations 
in seven countries, has 
made assisting refugees 
and migrants a central 
mission in Western Eu-
rope. It runs the Joel 
Nafuma Refugee Cen-
ter, a day shelter for 
refugees in Rome, and 
parishes have under-
taken individual and 
collective efforts to feed, 
shelter, resettle and inte-
grate refugees.

In recent years, parishes in France and 
Belgium had focused some of their efforts 

on the Calais area, where thou-
sands of migrants have ended 
up in the hopes of reaching the 
United Kingdom. Episcopalians 
had been delivering food, medi-
cal supplies and other essential 
goods to the “Jungle,” a massive 
makeshift refugee camp in Calais 
that housed about 6,000 people 

before French authorities dismantled it in 
2016.

Since then, Edington said, French 
authorities’ policies 
of deterrence have 
made migrants’ liv-
ing conditions even 
worse — and made 
it much harder to 
help them. As of 
October, between 
2,000 and 3,000 
were living in for-
ests, abandoned 
buildings and other 
dangerous condi-
tions in Calais, 
Dunkirk and the 
surrounding area, 
according to Hu-
man Rights Watch.

Police regularly 
evict migrants from 
the land they are 

staying on, forcing them to move along 
and often destroying their tents and other 
supplies. Most Calais encampments expe-
rienced this every 48 hours in 2020 and 
2021, HRW reported.

Local authorities have severely restrict-
ed the ability of churches and charities to 
assist migrants by enacting laws that ban 
the distribution of food and water, erect-
ing fences around encampments, and ag-
gressively policing and intimidating aid 
groups, according to HRW.

As of December 2019, authorities 
have arrested or charged 33 people in 
France because of their efforts to provide 

humanitarian aid to migrants, 
according to the migration 
research group ReSOMA. Re-
SOMA identified 171 such 
people across the European 
Union, including priests.

Thomas Huddleston, one 
of the convocation’s two “wel-
coming officers” for migrants, 
told Episcopal News Service he 
was not aware of any Episco-
palians who had been charged 
or threatened, but he said the 
legal situation has limited their 
ability to provide aid in the 
area. Though the American 
Cathedral in Paris and the con-
vocation parishes in Belgium 
continue to provide direct assis-
tance to migrants in their cities, 

Convocation bishop urges French authorities to change 
policies after migrant deaths in English Channel

continued on page G
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American Cathedral in Paris Dean Lucinda Laird, second 
from left, and former convocation Bishop Pierre Whalon, 
fourth from left, distribute gifts from the Love in a Box 
ministry at the Calais camp in December 2015.

Edington

Photo/Felicity Handford

The Rev. Sunny Hallanan vol-
unteers at a refugee camp in 
Maximilian Park in Brussels.
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they no longer distribute supplies 
in the Calais area.

In his open letter, Edington 
said the French policies are cruel 
and unacceptable.

“It is difficult to comprehend 
governments standing in the 
way of charitable agencies seek-
ing only to provide for the basic 
humanitarian needs of those who 
are suffering, exposed, and starv-
ing,” Edington wrote.

“As both citizens and Chris-
tians, we are bound to call on all govern-
ments to take immediate steps toward 
permitting both faith-based and secular 
charitable agencies seeking to provide hu-
manitarian assistance to have access to the 
places vulnerable populations gather, and 
to offer what support they can without 
qualification or need for accreditation. 
A way must be found to place the basic 
human needs of the suffering first in the 
calculus of interests — at least among 
governments that claim to be based on an 
irreducible respect for the basic rights of 
each human being.”

The inhospitable conditions and poli-
cies for migrants in France are the primary 
reasons they end up in Calais in the first 
place, Edington and Huddleston said; 
they gather there in the hope of reach-
ing the United Kingdom, believing they 
might receive better treatment there.

The deaths of the 27 migrants in the 
English Channel might have been pre-
vented if their living conditions were bet-
ter in France, Edington told ENS.

At the very least, the French govern-
ment needs to “not act in such ways as 
to make their suffering all the worse and 
bring them to decide that the desper-
ate gamble of a 34-kilometer journey in 
a tiny raft across water that would cause 
death by hypothermia within five minutes 
is better than staying in France,” he said.

“The majority of refugees felt that 
England would be a better place to settle,” 
said the Rev. Sunny Hallanan, rector of 
All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Waterloo, 
Belgium. She is also the vicar of the St. Es-
prit mission in Mons, Belgium, near the 
French-Belgian border, which serves pri-
marily Burundian refugees and asylum-
seekers.

She and her parishioners have been 
helping refugees and asylum-seekers in 
Belgium, where there are fewer restric-

tions on humanitarian aid, hoping that 
they might stay there rather than trying to 
get to Calais and England.

“We tried to convince refugees to stay 
here when possible,” she told ENS. “Un-
fortunately — perhaps because they speak 
English, not French or Dutch — there are 
still so many who continue to risk their 
lives to try to go to England.”

Conflicts among European nations 
and the U.K. over how to handle the mi-
gration crisis in Europe have worsened 
the situation, Edington and Huddleston 
said. While governments blame each 
other and refuse to take responsibility for 

people within their borders, suffering and 
death continue.

“The British and French governments 
are just pointing at each other, arguing 
that each is the one responsible for rescu-
ing people at sea, for trying to offer some 
type of safe house and legal pathways,” 
Huddleston told ENS. “That has just been 
exacerbated by Brexit and COVID. So 
what you see generally in Europe is gov-
ernments on both sides of borders reneg-
ing on their international responsibilities.”

“France argues that it is only a way-
point for those seeking asylum in the 
United Kingdom. The United Kingdom 
argues that France ought to be doing 
more to intercept these refugees before 
their desperation leads them to take to 
sea. While these interminable arguments 
provide grist for the media, human lives 
are lost as though they meant nothing,” 
Edington wrote in his open letter.

“We do not presume to advise the gov-
ernments of our nations on how to share 
responsibility for the plight of those flee-
ing war, violence, despair, and corruption. 
We are clear, however, that they hold this 
responsibility — for the same reason that 
we all hold a responsibility to the least, the 
last, and the lost among us.”   n

Photo/Sunny Hallanan

A sign hanging on the fence outside a refugee camp 
in Brussels in 2015 asks,“What if it were you?”
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By Mary Frances schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

B
aking and binge-watching televi-
sion both have been pandemic 
diversions. Clergy and lay leaders 
at St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 

in Charleston, S.C., capitalized on those 
habits last Epiphany when they produced 
“The Great Episcopal Baking Show,” 
echoing the extremely popular “Great 
British Baking Show.”

The idea came up during a Zoom 
staff meeting in mid-December 2020 as 
the participants wondered “how to bring 
people together when we’re not going to 
be in-person this Christmas?” explained 
Andrea McKellar, who at that time was 
the digital ministry coordinator.

“We are a really big congregation with a 
small space so there wasn’t a way to gather 
safely without excluding people,” she said, 
adding that members did not go back to 
in-person services until May 2021.

The bake-off was such a hit with the 
congregation that, while there are no cur-
rent plans for a “second season,” parishio-
ners still talk about how wonderful it was 
to see their leaders in a different context. 
McKellar said St. Stephen’s 2020 effort 
could be replicated by other congrega-
tions for this coming Epiphany, or for 
Shrove Tuesday (March 1, 2022).

The organizers asked three bakers to 
make the sweet pastry known as king cake 
that is traditionally served on Epiphany 
but is perhaps more commonly associated 
with Mardi Gras. The bakers used the 
Betty Crocker quick king cake recipe.

McKellar, who also serves as the Dio-
cese of South Carolina‘s ministry devel-
oper and is a member of the Episcopal 
Church Executive Council, said that the 
project snowballed after the Rev. Laura 
Rezac, associate rector, suggested a baking 
competition. The finished product was a 
12-minute video, which McKellar edited 
and shared on the church’s YouTube chan-
nel where the parish is still posting Sun-
day services.

They had one main criterion for the 
bakers. “We had to make sure we had 
people who didn’t mind making fun of 
themselves,” she said.

Saying she loves to cook but not to 

bake, vestry member Cynthia Held de-
clared in the video that “this thing right 
here, scares me … yeast. We’re not very 
good friends. We’ve hardly met.”

For the competition, the organizers re-
cruited Held; the Rev. Adam Shoemaker, 
St. Stephen’s rector; and the Rev. Greg 
Smith, St. Stephen’s deacon, but gave 
them little information about what they 
would be making. Serendipitously, none 
were bakers.

“We didn’t plan on it being people 
with no baking experience but that ended 
up making it more fun,” McKellar said.

McKellar and the Rev. Courtney 
Davis-Shoemaker, assistant rector at St. 
Stephen’s, suggested a list of ingredients 
to have on hand. Davis-Shoemaker, who 
is married to the rector, dropped a bag 
outside each baker’s home that included a 
crown, an Episcopal apron, the king cake 
recipe, a plastic baby to put in the cake, 
colored frosting and glitter sugar.

The bakers had four hours and could 
phone one friend and do one internet 
search. Shoemaker called a parishioner 
to ask to borrow her stand mixer and he 
went to the internet to find a video on 
dough braiding. “It was extremely diffi-
cult to replicate what the video instructed 
me to do,” he said.

Held also struggled with the braiding 
but that wasn’t all. “The hardest part for 
me was trusting the yeast and rise of the 
dough,” she said. “I had no idea if it was 
doing its thing.”

Noting that he had assembled all but 
one of the ingredients, Smith in the video 
said the only thing missing was experi-
ence. He struggled simply to follow the 
recipe directions. “I was definitely out of 

my comfort zone,” he said, adding that he 
had to Google some baking terms.

The organizers kept the video part easy, 
the “film crews” were simply told to use 
their cellphone and to record horizontally, 
minimize background noise and pause a 
bit before speaking to give video edi-
tor McKellar room for splicing together 
their clips. Held said her children formed 
her film crew and found their task easy. 
Smith’s wife “held the camera and laughed 
at me throughout the filming,” he said.

During the video, Shoemaker takes a 
break from baking to briefly tell viewers 
about Epiphany. “We wanted it to be a 
formation activity for the church in the 
midst of the fun,” McKellar said, adding 

‘The Great Episcopal Baking show’  
still stirs up fellowship in south Carolina

continued on page L
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Andrea McKellar helped organize “The 
Great Episcopal Baking Show,” served as 
the emcee and edited the bakers’ videos 
into the final 12-minute show. Vestry member Cynthia Held, above, 

declared in the video that yeast 
“scares me.”
The Rev. Greg 
Smith, St. Stephen’s 
deacon, right, 
said, “I have never 
baked anything in 
my life.”

The Rev. Adam Shoemaker, St. 
Stephen’s rector, above, used his one 
phone call to ask parishioners Rich 
and Jane Clary if they would lend 
him their stand mixer.
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interview that the tornado cut its path of 
destruction mere blocks from his home. 
From his porch he said he can see where 
neighbors lost roofs or sections of their 
homes in the storm, which packed winds 
estimated at 155 mph.

The homes of two members of his 
congregation were destroyed, while about 
a dozen other members reported lesser 
damage, such as roofs blown away or fall-
ing trees hitting the structures. The power 
remains out for much of the city, Pankey 
said, but no one in the congregation was 
killed or seriously injured.

“Yesterday, in a sort of big empty park-
ing lot, there were just dozens, if not hun-
dreds, of pick-up trucks and folks unload-
ing chain saws and trash bags, whatever 
they could, and walking into the affected 
neighborhood and helping people,” Pan-
key said. Members of his congregation 
also spent part of the day clearing and sort-
ing through debris with one of the parish-
ioners whose homes were destroyed.

“It’s been pretty awe-inspiring, see-
ing the community come together,” said 
Pankey, who also serves on the Episcopal 

Church Executive Council.
Christ Episcopal Church didn’t lose 

power, but internet and phone services 
went out for several days. The congrega-
tion, meanwhile, was raising money on-
line for its clergy discretionary fund to be 
used for disaster relief.

For her Dec. 12 sermon, the Rev. 
Rebecca Kello, associate rector at Christ 
Episcopal Church, sought solace in the 
words of the prophet Zephaniah: “You 
shall fear disaster no more.”

“Many of us woke without power 
after a restless night of sheltering from 
the tornado that has wracked our town,” 
Kello said, according to text of the 
sermon posted to her blog. “Those of us 
who were unharmed realized the depth 
of devastation and disaster that our 
neighbors faced as they lost everything.”

A tornado that touched down in 
Monette, Ark., killed one person and 
injured five at a nursing home while 
damaging other buildings in the small 
northeastern city near the Missouri state 
line. The few Episcopal congregations in 
that part of the state reported no injuries 
or building damage, according to the 
Diocese of Arkansas officials.

“We are currently checking on fami-
lies in the Monette-Leachville area with 
whom we have relationships and will de-
termine the best ways we can assist them 
once we know more,” communications 
director James Matthews told ENS by 
email on Dec. 13.   n

tOrnaDOEs continued from page a
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The Diocese of Kentucky posted on 
Facebook this photo of a display in Bishop 
Terry White’s front yard along with the 
quote, “The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it.”
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an affront to the religious freedom guar-
anteed by the Constitution that would 
not stand up in court.

“The founding fathers did not want 
[the government] to prevent homeless 
people from being fed,” he said.

“The diocese is pretty hopeful — also 
from seeing other churches in other parts 
of the country face similar issues and the 
churches have prevailed,” Gannett said.

Akiyama visited St. Timothy’s in 
October to volunteer at its COVID-19 
vaccination and testing clinic, swabbing 
the noses of those who came to be 
tested. The Oregon Health Authority 
designated St. Timothy’s an official 
clinic in September, granting it 
$405,000 to continue testing and 
vaccination.

“The diocese has been focused 
on supporting St. Timothy’s in 
their ministry,” Akiyama wrote to 
the diocese afterward.

“It seems that the good work 
of embodying Christ’s love for the 
world is threatening to those who 
do not recognize the compassion 
that is alive at St. Timothy’s.

“Beyond being highly orga-
nized, well-staffed, and attentive 
to detail, the folks at St. Timo-
thy’s are serving with a heartfelt 
commitment to those in need,” 

she continued.
“Let’s all remind St. Timothy’s, the 

city of Brookings, and each other of the 
wondrous work that is revealed when we 
awaken to the truth that what we “do to 
the least of these, you do to me.”   n

By sherman smith 
Kansas Reflector

T
he Episcopal Dio-
cese of Chicago in 
December said it 
lifted the suspen-

sion of the Rev. Robert 
Smith that had been re-
lated to his actions as CEO 
of Saint Francis Ministries, 
the largest foster care pro-
vider in Kansas.

The church in August 
suspended Smith from 
functioning as a priest after 
conducting an independent investigation 
into allegations of his financial miscon-
duct at Saint Francis. The church lifted 
the suspension after receiving assurances 
that no new allegations would surface and 
that federal authorities were not preparing 
to file criminal charges.

Smith is canonically resident in the Di-
ocese of Chicago, which has required him 
to undergo ethics and fiduciary training. 
He was CEO of Saint Francis, which is 
based in Salina, Kan., from 2014 to 2020.

Rebecca Wilson, partner at a public 
relations firm that handles inquiries for 

the Diocese of Chicago, said the church’s 
investigation “did not identify any wrong-
doing on the Rev. Smith’s part beyond er-
rors in judgment.”

Morgan Rothenberger, spokeswoman 
for Saint Francis, declined to answer ques-
tions for this story.

“Saint Francis Ministries continues 
to work through several issues in regard 
to its prior management,” Rothenberger 
said. “Until those issues are resolved, we 
do not believe it appropriate to make any 
comments.”

Last May, Saint Francis posted a state-

ment on its website 
from the current CEO, 
William J. Clark, that 
the organization is 
seeking to stabilize 
its “most urgent con-
cerns,” restructured 
the leadership team, 
changed internal fi-
nancial processes to 
enhance oversight and 
security, and strength-
ened governance for 
the board of directors.

Kansas Reflector 
first reported on the al-

legations surrounding Smith’s departure 
from Saint Francis in a series of stories in 
2020. An internal investigation by Saint 
Francis concluded that Smith charged 
$469,000 in personal expenses on the 
nonprofit’s credit cards and entered into 
reckless business arrangements, with his 
board’s approval.

Smith arranged to pay $11 million to 
an acquaintance to develop IT software 
that crashed and destroyed the organiza-
tion’s financial records. He authorized 
payments earmarked for cash bribes to 
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The entrance to Saint Francis Ministries is seen.
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A volunteer distributes food at St. Timothy’s 
Episcopal Church in Brookings, Ore. 
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officials in El Salvador, where his wife 
planned to harvest a “miracle” food to 
pay for international ministries, and spent 
$65,000 on Chicago Cubs tickets in the 
hopes of scalping them for a profit.

Smith disregarded warnings in 2019 
about the cost of entering into a contract 
to provide foster care services in the Oma-
ha region and hid the true cost of the con-
tract from his board. Nebraska officials, 
who had to refinance the deal earlier this 
year, are now considering a recommen-
dation by the state’s inspector general to 
sever ties with Saint Francis.

Wilson said church leaders lifted 
Smith’s suspension based on recent devel-
opments, including the absence of new 
allegations in the Nebraska inspector gen-
eral’s report.

Laura Howard, secretary of the Kansas 
Department for Children and Families, 
has indicated that a forthcoming audit re-
port on Saint Francis finances won’t reveal 
any new allegations against Smith.

The Diocese of Chicago received an af-
fidavit from Saint Francis affirming that 
Smith returned the funds he spent on 
Cubs tickets, Wilson said.

Bishop Mark Cowell, diocesan bishop 
of Western Kansas and also the Hodge-
man County attorney, assured leaders of 
the church there is no ongoing FBI inves-
tigation concerning Smith. The FBI de-
clined to comment for this story on the 
possibility of an investigation, and Wil-
son said the church has no confirmation 
of Cowell’s ability to assess the situation.

As a condition of his reinstatement, 
Smith must take nonprofit management 
classes on ethics and fiduciary responsi-
bilities at Northwestern University. He 
also must work with an executive coach 
who has experience with ordained leaders 
and participate in “regular spiritual direc-
tion with a seasoned priest to reflect on 
his vocation.”

Bishops with the church plan to meet 
with Smith, also known as Father Bobby, 
to review his progress before March 31, 
2022 and again before June 30.

Smith resigned as Saint Francis CEO 
in November 2020 after an attorney’s 
investigation substantiated allegations of 
financial misconduct that previously were 
outlined by two whistleblowers.

The investigation included an inter-
view with an accountant who wondered 
if the level of spending on Bill Whymark’s 

IT enterprise amounted to embezzle-
ment. Whymark is the step-brother of 
David Schafer, a Chicago-based attorney 
Smith hired to serve as general counsel at 
Saint Francis.

A review of invoices and emails from 
Whymark showed Smith spent little time 
reviewing the invoices before approving 
them, even though they reflected an im-

probable amount of time billed by Why-
mark.

Wilson said Whymark declined to 
speak with church investigators.

In written responses to questions for 
this story, Smith said he never was a busi-
ness partner with Whymark, even though 
one of Whymark’s companies formerly 
identified Smith as a business partner on 
its website. Smith downplayed his atten-
dance at Whymark’s wedding and said he 
never received compensation from Why-
mark’s companies.

“With board approval, Saint Francis 
made an investment with Bill Whymark’s 

company. I did not,” Smith said.
Smith said he has not been questioned 

by the FBI. He declined to say whether 
he reported personal expenses made with 
Saint Francis credit cards as taxable in-
come.

“My personal taxes are in order and are 
not a matter for public discussion,” Smith 
said.

Smith said he is currently serving as 
provost at the Christ Cathedral in Salina. 
A provost usually is an administrative of-
ficer at a cathedral.

Kansas Reflector obtained a copy of an 
email he sent to church members alerting 
them to the publication of this story.

“I learned on Friday, December 10, 
that that Diocese of Chicago issued a 
statement and responded to a series of 
questions from a reporter with the Kansas 
Reflector concerning what it calls disci-
plinary action against me, relating to my 
resignation from Saint Francis Ministries 
more than a year ago,” Smith wrote in the 
email. “This is an egregious violation of 
sacred trust by the Diocese of Chicago … 
I have talked with the bishop and have 
informed the vestry. The support I have 
received is deeply gratifying as I believe 
your support to be as well.”   n

Kansas Reflector is part of States 
Newsroom, a network of news bureaus 
supported by grants and a coalition of 
donors. Republished from Kansas Reflector 
under Creative Commons license.
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St. Peter’s • Casa Grande 
520-836-7693 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson 
520-299-6421 
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson 
520-586-4335 
straphael.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas 
520-364-7971 
ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix 
602-840-0437 
www.ststephens.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista 
520-458-4432 
www.ststephensaz.org

St. Thomas • Clarkdale 
928-634-8593 
stthomas.azdiocese.org

Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix 
602-254-7126 
www.azcathedral.org

Trinity Church • Kingman 
928-753-5658 
trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry • 
Flagstaff 
830-433-7858 
www.lcmcanterbury.org

Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU • 
Tempe 
480-967-3295 
www.azecm.org/tempe 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A • 
Tucson 
520-623-7575 
www.azecm.org/tucson

Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus 
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation
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that the producers were aiming for “for-
mation and fellowship in a creative way.”

The competition was done under the 
rubric of COVID-19 safety protocols. 
Bakers baked in their home while family 
members filmed them. The judges col-
lected their cakes from tables placed out-
side of the church and took them home 
for their role in the competition, which 
family members recorded.

One judge, Dr. Scott Curry, is an epi-
demiologist, one of two in the parish, so 
“we had medical consultants on this proj-
ect,” McKellar said with a smile.

The other judges were Bishop Charlie 
vonRosenberg, former Diocese of East 
Tennessee bishop and past provisional 

bishop of South Carolina, and his wife 
Annie vonRosenberg, Verger Mike She-
wan, and parishioners Thelma Shine and 
Edna Monroe. 

Held’s cake was declared the winner.
Videographers uploaded their clips to 

Dropbox. McKellar watched episodes of 
the British version with an eye toward the 
narrative of each bake. She used Open 
Shot, a free open-source video editing 
software and created other needed graph-
ics with Canva. Royalty-free music came 
from Fesliyan Studios.

Parishioners are still talking about the 
competition and the video, according to 
Smith. It was the right thing to do, he 
added. “Our parish needed something to 
bring us some fun and togetherness during 
our time of COVID isolation,” he said.

Other bakers and non-bakers in the 
parish were inspired to try their hand at 
king cake after viewing the video.

However, none of the competitive bak-
ers have baked again since. Shoemaker said 
he might try to bake another king cake 
with his kids this year “if for no other rea-
son than to give our family a good laugh 
watching me attempt the braiding again!”

Smith said his wife Lyn “wanted me to 
quit while I was ahead.”

It’s not too late for Epiphany 2022. The 
St. Stephen’s bakers and judges did their 
parts over three days during the week be-
tween Christmas and New Year’s. “I prob-
ably spent 30 hours editing because there 
was so much footage to work with,” McK-
ellar said. “And we knew if it was over 15 
minutes, people wouldn’t watch.”

Shoemaker said his advice to any other 
congregation considering such a competi-
tion is to remember that “there was a lot 
filmed that we ended up not using in the 
final video.” He said McKellar was a mas-
terful editor.

“For other congregations wanting to 
try this, I’d say keep in mind the time it 

will take to put the supplies together, do 
the baking/recording, and then to edit it 
all down into a finished product,” he said.

St. Stephen’s members are not clamor-
ing for a 2021 competition, in part be-
cause the parish is now back in the church. 
McKellar said that “the feedback we’re get-
ting from people is that they’re tired of 
video but something like this that’s short 
and fun, I think people would watch.”   n

The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg is 
a former senior editor and reporter for 
Episcopal News Service.

such as annual giving, major gifts and en-
dowment fundraising and encourage sup-
port for Navajoland through social media 
and other communications channels.”

Episcopalians interested in support-
ing Navajoland’s ministries can donate 
online.

For the week of Thanksgiving, the 
food assembled by Navajoland leaders 
was divided to feed about 100 families in 
each of the mission’s regions. All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church in Farmington was 
used as the operation’s staging ground, 
and food for the San Juan region in New 
Mexico was distributed from there. A 
no-contact process was established, with 
volunteers placing boxes in the backs of 
recipients’ vehicles due to the region’s 
elevated COVID-19 case count.

The boxes included a mix of canned 
goods and other nonperishable items, as 
well as fresh produce and meat. 

Many families in the Utah region, in 
and around Bluff, lack fresh water plumb-
ing and are receiving gallons of drinking 
water with their food boxes. Hubbard, 
church volunteers and a 10-member crew 
from AmeriCorps worked together to 
deliver nearly 300 boxes of food, or four 
boxes per family, on Nov. 19 and 21 to the 
Utah communities served by St. Mary’s in 
the Moonlight Church in Oljato and St. 
John the Baptizer Church in Montezuma 
Creek. Among the nonperishable items 
were staples like rice, dried beans, flour 
and sugar. 

Going forward, the distributed boxes 
will contain about enough food to assist 
families for two weeks, Gordy said. 
Navajoland also is raising money to help 
Navajo Nation families pay to heat their 
homes during the winter.   n
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For the most up-to-date information about events in the Diocese, church resources, news, 
church & clergy directories, and more, visit the Diocesan website at www.azdiocese.org.

Find us at AZDIOCESE
on Twitter & Facebook

BISHOP REDDALL’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

January
1/9  |  Christ the King, Tucson 

1/16  |  St. Luke’s, Phoenix 
1/23  |  St. Andrew’s, Tucson 

1/30  |  St. Peter’s, Casa Grande 

February
2/13  |  St. Alban’s, Tucson 

2/20  |  St. Andrew’s, Sedona 
2/27  |  Emmaus, Surprise 

March
3/13  |  Church of the Apostles, Oro Valley

3/27  |  St. Stephen’s, Sierra Vista

*The schedule above is subject to change.

Our Mission

We exist to encourage and connect leaders as they grow Christ’s church

Existimos para animar y conectar líderes a medida que crecen la iglesia de Cristo

The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona

114 W. Roosevelt Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85003
602.254.0976 tel
602.495.6603 fax


