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information about these and other events online at azdiocese.org

events around the diocese JAN - MARCH 2020

  JANUARY

JANUARY 1                                                                      
New Year’s Day – Diocesan Office Closed
JANUARY 2                                                                      
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

JANUARY 3-5                                                                   
Diocesan Winter Family Camp | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JANUARY 3                                                                            
First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

JANUARY 4                                                                             
Produce on Wheels With Out Waste | ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, GLENDALE

JANUARY 11                                                                            
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

JANUARY 14                                                                             
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

JANUARY 20                                                                             
Martin Luther King Day – Diocesan Office Closed
JANUARY 25                                                                          
2nd Godly Play Core Training | ST. BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

JANUARY 26                                                                             
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

JANUARY 28-30                                                                             
Clergy Conference | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 
JANUARY 28                                                                          
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

 FEBRUARY

FEBRUARY 1                                                                             
Produce on Wheels With Out Waste | ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, GLENDALE

FEBRUARY 6                                                                             
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

FEBRUARY 7                                                                             
First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 

FEBRUARY 8                                                                              
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

FEBRUARY 11                                                                              
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

FEBRUARY 17                                                                              
Presidents’ Day – Diocesan Office Closed

 FEBRUARY [CONTINUED]

FEBRUARY 22                                                                              
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

FEBRUARY 23                                                                               
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

FEBRUARY 25                                                                               
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE 

FEBRUARY 26                                                                               
Ash Wednesday
FEBRUARY 29                                                                               
Quiet Day | CHRIST CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, PARADISE VALLEY

 
 MARCH

MARCH 5                                                                               
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

MARCH 6-8                                                                      
Lay Leadership Weekend | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

MARCH 6                                                                      
First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 
MARCH 7                                                                      
Produce on Wheels With Out Waste | ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, GLENDALE

MARCH 10                                                                    
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE 

MARCH 14                                                                    
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

MARCH 15                                                                               
Fr. Eusebio Kino Liturgical Day
MARCH 21                                                                               
Day of Ministry Discernment | ST. BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

MARCH 24                                                                                 
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

MARCH 28                                                                                 
3rd Godly Play Core Training | CHRIST CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, 

PARADISE VALLEY

Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

MARCH 29                                                                                           
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK
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FRONT COVER: The ropes course at Chapel Rock in Prescott covered in snow. Photo by Kelly Wood. BACK COVER: Bishop Reddall distributes Communion to Endicott Peabody III 
(on right) during her visit at St. Paul’s (Tombstone) on Endicott Peabody Day. Photo by Collier Lifestyle Photography.
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SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions of original 
articles, photographs, and event 
flyers. Submissions must pertain in 
some way to The Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona or one of its churches. 
It is advised to check with the 
editor prior to submitting, to ensure 
your materials fit thematically 
and that there is space. All 
submissions must be sent via 
e-mail to Nicole Krug, Editor, at 
nicole@azdiocese.org. Include your 
name, congregation, and phone 
number. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for length, 
clarity and accuracy. The magazine 
does not provide compensation 
for submissions.

DISTRIBUTION

All households of The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona should receive the 
AZ Episcopalian magazine. If you 
are not currently receiving it, or if 
you need to change your delivery 
address, please contact your church 
administrator. Each congregation 
manages their own subscriptions.
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Appointments
The Rev. Tim Yanni is a new Associ-
ate at All Saints’ Episcopal Church 
(Phoenix).

Departures
The Rev. Pam Hyde has completed her 
time as an Associate at St. Francis in 
the Valley (Green Valley).

The Rev. Maeve Johnson 
has completed her time as a Deacon 
at St. Alban's (Tucson) and moved out 
of state.

NEW DIOCESAN ALTAR GUILD DIRECTRESS
We are pleased to announce that Julia Coleman 
has agreed to be the next Diocesan Altar 
Guild Directress. Julia is a retired midwife 
and business owner. She is a member of St. 
Augustine's (Tempe), where she serves on the 
Hospitality Ministry, Altar Guild, Facilities 
and Outreach Ministries, and is a Bishop's 
Committee member.

As those who were in attendance heard, it 
was announced at Diocesan Convention 

that Canon Connie Castillo was retiring at the end of Convention. Connie 
served in this role for 15 years. She was also on the National Altar Guild 
Association board from 2009-2015 and part of the Altar Guild at multiple 
General Conventions.

Bishop Reddall thanks Connie for her many years of dedicated service to the 
Diocese and the larger church and wishes her well in her retirement! She also 
appreciates Julia's willingness to step into this position.

Julia can be reached at azaltarguild@azdiocese.org. This is a different e-mail 
address than Connie was using; please update your contact list.

The Feast of the 
Epiphany is a cel-
ebration of unlikely 
people finding God in 
unexpected places. 

There is a biblical 
tradition of non-Jews entering the 
narrative to reveal something about 
God or God’s people. Ruth, the Queen 
of Sheba, Cyrus of Persia—all fulfill 
a role in the journey of the people of 
Israel. But they are also all unlikely 
messengers for the action of the Lord. 
These Magi fill a similar role—exotic 
outsiders who are responding as 
best they can to a prophecy they do
not understand.

They seek a king, so they go to a palace. 
When they don’t find the (right) king 
there, they alter their path. When they 
discover Jesus in Bethlehem, they see 
beyond the poverty and the humility 
of his circumstances to recognize the 
one for whom they have been search-
ing, and they fall down and worship, 

BY THE RT REV JENNIFER A REDDALL 
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

Bishop Reddall’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to 
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Nicole Krug at 
nicole@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.

SIGN UP

offering their majestic gifts. And then, 
after their dream, they return home 
by another way.

Who are the unlikely people in your 
congregation or community? Who 
are the outsiders who have a perspec-
tive that will direct the whole com-
munity towards Jesus? Where is the 
Word of God hidden or humble—not 
on the altar, or in fancy vestments, 
but in the presence of the broken and 
the neglected? And where in our lives 
is God asking us to change direction, 
change our minds, and search for 
something different than what 
we expected?

The Epiphany is also a story of the 
reality of evil in the world. We rarely 
hear the story of the slaughter of the 
innocents (Matthew 2:16-18) in our 
lectionaries, but it is an essential part 
of the Epiphany narrative. The state-
sponsored murder of all the children 
in Bethlehem under the age of two 
is a direct result of the Magi’s visit to 
King Herod, and their refusal to 
return to identify Jesus.

BLESSED EPIPHANY TO ALL!

The Epiphany is not just an invita-
tion to follow a star or bow down 
and worship—it is also an invitation 
to consider where we have encoun-
tered evil; to ask ourselves who the 
innocents are who may be put at risk 
because of our actions; to raise our 
voices in mourning with those who 
are suffering.

Finally, thank you all so much for 
your prayers and support since my 
son Nathan’s stroke in October. He 
came home from the hospital the 
day before Thanksgiving, and is 
now engaged in a lengthy process 
of outpatient rehabilitation. I am so 
incredibly grateful for the entire 
diocesan staff, who have stepped up 
to take on many of my responsibili-
ties while I am otherwise occupied, 
and to the congregations and clergy 
who have been flexible with me as I 
navigate an ever-changing schedule.

Photo by Darrell Anderson
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Visit azdiocese.org/digital_faith/events for more information

and to register . Registration deadline : February 21 , 2020.

13TH ANNUAL LAY
LEADERSHIP WEEKEND

M A R C H  6 - 8 ,  2 0 2 0
C H A P E L  R O C K  C A M P  &
C O N F E R E N C E  C E N T E R

P R E S C O T T ,  A Z

Gain valuable information

that you can immediately put

to use in your congregation,

as well as the opportunity to

network with others in lay

leadership positions.
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BY CANON JANA SUNDIN, CANON FOR 
CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES

Every once in a while I realize with a 
start that I have had this wonderful 
job in the diocesan office for over five 
years! When I started as Canon for 
Children’s Ministries, I had a vision, as 
one does. There were things I hoped 
to accomplish, some of which have 
been realized and some of which 
have not. I have learned that when 
we are open to the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit, we cannot always predict 
what will develop, and we may go 
where we did not expect or grow in 
ways we never imagined. I thought I 
knew what I was going to do, but my 
relationships with the good people of 
this diocese have taught me what my 
work actually is.

It has been an incredible joy to direct 
summer camps, create and run win-
ter and summer family camps, visit 
churches all over the state—some 
with many children and some with 
none—witness the faithful minis-
try of the baptized to the children 

and families of these churches and 
their communities, collaborate with 
talented and creative ministers on 
various projects, tell stories, facilitate 
workshops, and at least every once in 
a while sit on the floor with a group 
of children and have deep conversa-
tions about the love of Jesus.

I am halfway through seminary now 
(one of those places I did not expect to 
go!) and am so excited about continu-
ing my work with the young people 
of Arizona and those who minister 
to them. And while my work looks 
different than I envisioned back 
in early 2014, some of my guiding 
principles have not changed: First, 
parents are doing the work of spiri-
tual formation with their children, 
whether they know it or not, and it 
should be honored and strengthened 
by the church. Second, children’s 
ministers, parents, and other church 
leaders should have a basic under-
standing of children’s social-emo-
tional needs, as well as support and 
reflection within community for the 
difficult, important work they do. 

REFLECTIONS ON JOYFUL WORK
Finally, anyone attempting to nourish 
children spiritually must have their 
own spirituality nurtured. I’ve also 
added a couple of principles: every-
thing that happens at church has the 
potential to form disciples of Jesus, 
from worship to work days, from 
coffee hour to clean up, from parties 
to prayer. And relationships with one 
another are one of the most essential 
ways we come to know God, and 
they should be tended to carefully 
and lovingly.

I wonder how these principles strike 
you. Do they reflect your own obser-
vations or experience? What would 
you add to the list? How do you, in 
your church, support and nurture 
those who care for the youngest of 
God’s children? How might you do 
more of it? What are ways people of 
all generations are being formed as 
disciples of Jesus? We have such a 
beautiful opportunity to practice liv-
ing as the body of Christ in the world, 
and I’m grateful to know and serve 
the Church alongside all of you.

Photo: Pxhere.com
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Helen Peel Memorial Kimberly Marshall                      Jan 19
Choral Evensong The Conversion of St. Paul               Jan 26
Helios A Voice in the Desert*                                       Feb 15
Organ Blessing                                                         Feb 23
Organ Rededication Janette Fishell                             Feb 23
Phoenix Choral Cosmos*                                            Feb 29
Spring Organ Series Joseph Ripka                               Mar 6
First Friday                                                                  Mar 6
Spring Organ Series Jeffrey Campbell                         Mar 13
Spring Organ Series Julia Tucker                               Mar 20
Lenten Concert St Mark’s Passion                              Mar 22
Spring Organ Series Brandon Burns                           Mar 27
Spring Organ Series Peter Mahigian                             Apr 3
First Friday                                                                   Apr 3
Phoenix Chorale Birth & Rebirth*                                Apr 25
Urban Nocturnes Spring Concert $15*                        Apr 30
First Friday                                                                  May 1
Helios Modern Renaissance*                                        May 9
Choral Evensong The Fifth Sunday of Easter                May 17

Trinitymusicaz.org is your information portal to the 2019-20
Concert Calendar, Artist Biographies, Ticket Information 
and Resident Musicians. Be social, connect with us on .

About the Music At Trinity Program
Music at Trinity sponsors a wide range of artists and musical
programs in performance at the Cathedral for the benefit of the
greater Phoenix community. Artists range from internationally-
recognized performers to fantastic local talent; well-established
groups to newly-formed ensembles that hold great promise. Musical
offerings include organ concerts and chamber music to the very
popular Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmastide.
* Ticket information available at trinitymusicaz.org

100 West Roosevelt Street Phoenix, AZ    602-254-7126    trinitymusicaz.org

2019-2020 
SEASON

Musical Art in a Cathedral Setting

THE  BISHOP  KIRK  SMITH  

CHILDREN  &  YOUTH  

CAMPERSHIP  FUND  

donate at http://bit . ly/BpSmithCamp

SO ALL  CHILDREN  CAN  

ATTEND  CAMP!  

SESSION 1: 
MAY 31- JUNE 6
Youth Camp: grades 7-12
Camp Genesis: grades 3rd-8th

SESSION 2: JUNE 7-13
Children’s and Youth Camp: 
grades 3-12    
WILD I: grades 9-12

2020 CHAPEL ROCK SUMMER CAMPS

SESSION 3: JUNE 14-20
Children’s and Youth Camp: 
grades 3-13
WILD II: grades 9-12

SESSION 4: JUNE 21-27
Children’s Camp, ABC Camp & 
Mini Camp: K-6    
WILD III: grades 9-12

JULY 2-5
Family Camp: all ages!

Prices vary by camp; 
for details and to 
register, visit: 
WWW.CHAPELROCK.NET/
CAMPS.HTM 
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CONVENTION BUSINESS
All documents mentioned below are 
available to be viewed and downloaded 
online at azdiocese.org/meetings/
post-convention.html.

ELECTION RESULTS
The following people were elected to 
the following positions:

Secretary to Convention (1 year term)
Betsy Zakowski withdrew due to ill-
ness. No nominations were received 
from the floor. Bishop Reddall will 
appoint someone to this position.

Diocesan Treasurer (1 year term)
Suzy Mortenson (St. John the Baptist, 
Glendale)

Standing Committee (Clerical) (3 
year term)
Rev. Gerardo Brambila (St. Mark's, 
Mesa); Rev. Marianna Gronek (Church 
of the Epiphany, Flagstaff)

Standing Committee (Lay) (3 year term)
Austin Kerr (Church of the Epiphany, 
Flagstaff); Kym Kennedy (St. John's, 
Bisbee)

Deputies to 2021 General Convention 
(Clerical)
Very Rev. Troy Mendez (Trinity 
Cathedral, Phoenix); Rev. Canon John 
Kitagawa (St. Andrew's, Tucson); 
Rev. Marianna Gronek (Church of the 
Epiphany, Flagstaff); Rev. Robin Hollis 
(St. James the Apostle, Tempe)

Deputies to 2021 General Convention 
(Lay)
Canon Judy Conley (Trinity Cathedral, 
Phoenix); Dan Packard (All Saints', 
Phoenix); Dawn Conley (St. Peter's, 
Litchfield Park); Cody Bro (St. John the 
Baptist, Glendale)

SENIOR WARDEN AWARDS
Kelly Ryan (St. Alban's, Wickenburg) 
and Kym Kennedy (St. John's, Bisbee) 
both received awards at the Senior 
Warden Luncheon.

AWARDS AT DINNER
Bishop Reddall awarded honorary 
canons to:
Clyde Kunz (Church of St. Matthew, 
Tucson)
Rev. David Hedges (St. Michael and 
All Angels, Tucson)
Lisa Derrick (Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix)
Sharon Graves (Diocesan Office)

CANON CHANGE
Canon 3 (Of the Standing Committee), 
passed with a friendly amendment.

ARTICLE CHANGE
Article VI (The Standing Commit-
tee), passed as amended. This change 
to the Constitution must be passed 
again at next year's Convention to 
take effect.

RESOLUTIONS
#EN2019-1 (Enabling Resolution), 
passed
#2019-1 (Acknowledging and Praying 
for the People of the Land), passed
#2019-2 (Camp Genesis Sunday), 
passed
#2019-3 (Create Task Force on Paren-
tal Leave), passed
#2019-4 (Indigenous Peoples of Ari-
zona Day), passed

#Special Resolution 2019-1 (Resolu-
tion of the Congregation of St. James 
the Apostle Tempe, Arizona), passed
#Special Resolution 2019-2 (Resolu-
tion of the Congregation of St. Mary's, 
Phoenix, Arizona), passed
#CR2019 (Celebration of the Ministry 
of Canon Clarke Greger), passed
#CR2019 (In Celebration of the Servant 
Ministry of Canon Constance Castillo), 
passed

2020 FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF 
MISSION
The proposed 2020 Financial State-
ment of Mission was approved by a 
majority vote. 

REPORTS TO CONVENTION
The reports were not distributed at 
Convention. They can be viewed and 
downloaded at www.azdiocese.org/
meetings/post-convention.html

EUCHARIST OFFERING
Thank you to everyone who contrib-
uted to the Eucharist offering, which 
was designated for sending attendees 
to Hispanic Ministries Conferences 
(Academia Ecumenica de Liderazgo 
and Neuvo Amanecer). We collected 
more than $4,100!

BISHOP REDDALL'S ADDRESS
The text of Bishop Reddall's message 
is available to be read in English and 
Spanish at www.azdiocese.org/
meetings/post-convention.html

EUCHARIST SERMON
The text of Canon Anita Braden's 
sermon is available to be read in 
English at www.azdiocese.org/
meetings/post-convention.html

CONVENTION VIDEOS
The videos of Rev. Canon Scott 
Gunn's Keynote, Bishop Reddall's 

CONVENTION WRAP UP
Address, and Rev. Canon Anita 
Braden's Sermon are available on our 
YouTube channel (www.youtube.com/
user/azdiocese1).

CONVENTION PHOTOS
An album of this year's photos is 
posted on our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/azdiocese). You don't 
need a Facebook account to view the 
photos. Look closely – you may see 
yourself or your church's clergy or 
delegates!

SAVE THE DATE
60th Diocesan Convention
October 16-17, 2020
El Conquistador Tucson
10000 N. Oracle Rd.
Tucson, AZ
*NOTE NEW LOCATION*

CONVENTION PHOTO CAPTIONS
PG 8:  Registration tables were very busy Friday 
morning!
PG9 (above): Keynote speaker, The Rev. Canon Scott 
Gunn, gave an inspiring presentation about The Way 
of Love.
PG 9 (right column top): Lots of laughter at the Chapel 
Rock exhibit table!
PG 9 (right column 2): Group photo of all the Honorary 
Canons in attendance.
PG 9 (right column 3): Bishop breaks the bread during 
the Eucharist service.
PG 9 (right column bottom): Enjoying lunch in the 
courtyard.



Deacon Rodger Babnew gives the history 
of changes in the border fence.

BORDER
MINISTRIES
SUMMIT 
On November 21-23, 2019, our dio-
cese hosted the 2nd Annual Border 
Ministries Summit at St. Philip’s In 
The Hills in Tucson. It was attend-
ed by nearly 200 people from across 
the country. The event included an 
optional trip to the border wall in 
Nogales, Eucharist at St. Andrew’s 
(Nogales), panel discussions with 
bishops on both sides of the border, a 
presentation by keynote speaker Dr. 
Miguel A. De La Torre, Professor of 
Social Ethics and Latinx Studies from 
Iliff School of Theology, Colorado, and 
ministry tables from churches and 
other organizations that are involved 
in border work. To see more pictures 
and videos from the event, visit our 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
azdiocese (no account is required). 
Lynette Wilson, Editor of Episcopal 
News Service, wrote an article that 
can be found on page C in the Episco-
pal Journal section of this magazine.
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We are happy to share the good news 
that the Rev. David Chavez began as 
the new diocesan Missioner for Bor-
der Ministries on November 4! Born 
in Douglas, Arizona, Rev. Chavez was 
raised in Pirtleville and Sierra Vista 
AZ., and in National City and Chula 
Vista, CA. David is the son of Hondu-
ran and Mexican parents, a collab-
orative bilingual bi-cultural leader, a 
learner at heart, a father to two won-
derful boys, an avid reader.

David is foremost a disciple of Je-
sus Christ called to love God and the 
neighbor and to 
serve, la Igle-
sia, que es una, 
santa, católica y 
apostólica as an 
ordained priest 
of The Episco-
pal Diocese of 
Arizona. After 12 
years of ministry 
with Presbyterian 
Church (USA), he 
completed the 
local formation 
process of the Di-
ocese of Arizona 
and was ordained 
a transitional deacon and subsequent-
ly ordained to the priesthood.

More recently, David served as Curate 
of Hispanic Ministries at Trinity Ca-
thedral/La Trinidad and as the Priest-
in-Charge at Iglesia Episcopal Santa 
Maria, a Hispanic mission commu-
nity. David's service to the local and 
wider church includes serving on 
the diocesan Anti-racism Commit-
tee, as a member on the Council of 
Advice for the Hispanic Latino Min-
istries of The Episcopal Church, and 
as a founding board member with the 
Arizona Service Project.

NEW MISSIONER FOR BORDER
MINISTRIES NAMED

BY SHARON K. GRAVES, DIOCESAN ARCHIVIST 

The quotation below was taken from 
a service bulletin for Sunday, Novem-
ber 21, 1971 in celebration of the 50th 
anniversary of the founding of Trin-
ity Episcopal Church. I’m sorry to say 
that there is no mention of who did 
the bulletin for that day.

“Trinity Church, rising from its own ashes, 
like the fabled Phoenix Bird of ancient 
Egyptian mythology, stands at the end 
of its first fifty years 
of existence, looking 
forward to the next 
fifty years. In 1964 it 
seemed that the Church 
would be closed when 
the Reverend Freder-
ick S. Resch, his wife 
and two children, came 
to take up residence in 
Kingman. The property 
was in gross disrepair 
and morale was low.

The Bishop’s Committee 
announced its determi-
nation to go forward 
in faith into the future 
and a new rectory was 
built on the west side of the property. Mr. 
W. J. Zinck, a member of the Committee, 
was the architect and builder. Two years 
later, Mr. Zinck, in collaboration with The 
Rev Mr. Resch, set forth a master plan for 
a new Church and Parish Hall. The Parish 
Hall was built at that time, with provision 
made to add the Church later. In the sum-
mer of 1969 the Church was added, the 
Glancy Construction Co. of Kingman being 
the builder. The first service in the Church 
was held on Sunday, November 23, 1969, 
amid the rejoicing of the parishioners. A 
great milestone had been passed!”

A makeshift belfry was added to 
house a bell from an abandoned 

church in Ansonia, Missouri. It was 
made by the Meneely Bell Company 
of Troy, New York in 1894. On Decem-
ber 7, 1969, the new Trinity Episcopal 
Church was dedicated by The Rt. Rev 
Joseph M. Harte. The bell was hung in 
the new church and is still in use.

“Special mention should be made of Mr. 
and Mrs. George F. Getz, Jr., who provid-
ed the impetus to build our new Church 
through their offer of matching funds over 
the past five years. Mr. Getz is a Chicago 

businessman who owns a ranch east of 
Kingman. Special mention should also be 
made of Mr. Leonard T. Matthews for his 
efforts in making the Rectory possible.

“Many others contributed their time, 
money, and talents unselfishly so that this 
dream might com true. Space does not 
permit listing each one of them and their 
contribution, but they are enshrined in our 
memories and revered for their dedication 
to Christian ideals.

“Before 1921, occasional services were 
held in Kingman by Archdeacon Jenkins, 
Bishop Julius W. Atwood and The Rev 
Harry G. Gray, who came from Winslow 

by train. In 1921, the Jacobson property on 
Spring Street was purchased for $3000.00. 
This included two dwellings, one of which 
was made into a church and very small 
parish hall. The first officers were Mr. H. L. 
Hart, Senior Warden; Miss Beryl Mortlock, 
Clerk; and Mr. G.W. Gibson, Treasurer.”

However, after more research regard-
ing Trinity’s beginnings, I found this 
information in History Of The Epis-
copal Church In Arizona 1874-1959 by 
Rolfe & Kathryn (Kitty) Chase from 

Prescott, Arizona 
(pages 132-133): “The 
mission of St. Mark’s, 
Kingman was proba-
bly organized some-
time between March 
and June, 1899. John 
Mills Kendrick, the 
Bishop of both the 
New Mexico and 
Arizona Territories, 
dissolved the mission 
on 7 April 1902. Bishop 
Julius Walter Atwood 
reorganized the 
mission in Kingman, 
on 12 April 1920, 
naming it Trinity. He 
confirmed 13 people 

that day.” Trinity Church will celebrate 
its 100th Anniversary on Sunday, June 
7, 2020 during The Rt. Rev. Jennifer 
Reddall’s visitation.

The Rev. Philip Shaw became the 
Vicar at Trinity in June of 2007. To find 
out more about this beautiful church 
go to https://trinity.azdiocese.org. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: SHARON GRAVES RETIRED 
AT THE END OF 2019. THIS WAS HER LAST 
ARTICLE FOR THE AZ EPISCOPALIAN.

TIDBITS FROM THE ARCHIVES: ”ALMOST 100 YEARS” A BRIEF 
HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN KINGMAN, AZ

He is a Fellow of the Institute of Pas-
toral Leadership at Princeton Theo-
logical Seminary and a Preaching 
Fellow with Virginia Theological 
Seminary. David completed Master 
in Divinity and Master in Theology 
degrees from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, Princeton, NJ.

Bishop Reddall says, "I am so thrilled 
that the Rev. David Chavez is join-
ing our staff. David is a connector. 
He connects people with ministries; 
non-profits with churches; advocacy 
with prayer; and he bridges cultures. 

Now he will be 
able to share 
those gifts with 
our diocese and 
the wider world 
on behalf of those 
in need."

David's duties 
will include co-
ordinating our 
diocese's border 
ministry efforts, 
working with 
the leadership of 
Cruzando Fron-
teras, coordinat-

ing onsite visits for those wishing to 
visit the border, advising Bishop Red-
dall on changes in border policy and 
laws, and determining how the dio-
cese can best utilize our 
efforts to be a voice for others. David 
is available to preach and teach in 
your congregations; please speak to 
him directly to schedule a visit.

David will split his time between Dio 
House and being in the field. He can 
be reached at david@azdiocese.org. 

Please help us welcome him to 
the staff!
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THE REV. KIM CRECCA
This monthly feature in the E-pistle 
e-newsletter highlights one of our deacons 
and their ministry.

THE REV. BEN RODENBECK
Ben Rodenbeck serves as a Deacon at 
Trinity Episcopal Church (Kingman) 
and is currently in the process of 
transitioning to the priesthood.
This whole journey began in King-
man when I was talking with Fr. Phil 
Shaw at Trinity one day and telling 
him that I didn’t feel fulfilled in my 
job. It was a good job, but something 
was missing in my life. He looked 

me dead in the face and asked if I 
had ever considered being a deacon. 
I said, “Are you insane?” He assured 
me he wasn’t. Although it only took 
me about 20 minutes to recognize 
the truth of my calling, I let Fr. Phil 
believe I was thinking about it for a 
couple of weeks!

Being a deacon is really one of the 
more amazing things in the world. 
It seems to me that you go into it be-
lieving, “This is what I’m going to fo-
cus on; this is what I’m going to do!” 
Then, when you get into it, you get 

pointed in whole different direction 
and sometimes that changes, too! It’s 
really such an amazing trip.

When I started out, I initially focused 
on pastoral care. I still love doing that, 
it can be emotionally trying and yet 
so rewarding. But a few conventions 
ago, Rev. Troy Mendez led a breakout 
session on what it’s like to be LGBTQ 
in AZ. I just stumbled into the session 
by “accident.” At first, I didn’t think I 
belonged there, but about 10 minutes 
into it, I realized that session was ex-
actly where I needed to be. It opened 
my eyes to the fear and hurt experi-
enced by the LGBTQ community.

When I returned to Kingman, arguably 
one of the most conservative towns 
in AZ, I wondered what we could do 
to make a difference for the LGBTQ 
community there. I sat with it for a 
while and decided to work toward 
getting the City Council to make dis-
crimination illegal within the city 
limits (like Sedona and Flagstaff, 
which have the strictest ordinances 
in the state). I asked a member of the 
congregation who was a high school 
teacher how we could approach the 
City Council. She gave me the contact 
information for the Gay/Straight 
Alliance sponsor at the high school. 
He invited me to speak to his high 
school students about what I was hop-
ing to do and that’s when the ministry 
really took on a life of its own.

I went to the high school with Fr. 
Leonard Walker, an outwardly gay 
priest at the Catholic church in town. 
Just picture this gay priest and a tat-
tooed, straight deacon in clericals 
walking down a high school hallway. 
When we got to the meeting, the 
kids were looking at us as if we were 
going to send them straight to hell. 
The wall was palpable between them 
and us. I introduced myself and led 
with some statistics about the 

Episcopal faith and how we are very 
open to accepting homosexuals as 
members and leaders of our church. 
And I watched the wall just drop. 
They had never heard of a church 
accepting anyone from the LGBTQ 
community. They took the energy 
that I had, and they picked up the 
ball to run with it. I told them that 
changing people’s perceptions wasn’t 
my future, it was theirs, but I prom-
ised to support them. They took it 
to the City Council, and I was there 
with them. The Council hemmed and 
hawed about it and finally dropped 
the ordinance recommendation. But, 
we are keeping up the pressure.

My ministry is now geared toward 
seeking equality across all genders, 
focusing primarily on LGBTQ issues 
and raising awareness about what 
LGBTQ people go through. It’s defi-
nitely not what I thought I would be 
doing when I started out as a deacon! 
As I transition to priesthood, I think 
it’s important in this conservative 
town to have not only an outwardly 
gay priest in the Catholic church 
working on LGBTQ issues, but also 
to have a straight priest that is an 
advocate for LGBTQ rights. It’s my 
hope that part of what I’ll be doing as 
a priest is working with LGBTQ young 
people to help them understand that 
they are worthwhile and helping 
them to be accepted in Kingman and 
in the broader community.

THE REV. ANNE STRONG
Anne Strong serves as a deacon at St. 
Philip's In The Hills in Tucson. She 
was ordained in 2010 and is involved 
in ministry for the deaf, the dying 
and for people who are mentally ill.
I hate stigma. Why do we even have 
it? Think of cancer -- the only reason 
cancer is so much better known than 
all the other stigma-related issues 
is because of the PR. If someone has 
cancer, we send cards of encourage-

DEACON BEACON

ment and we bring casseroles to the 
family but if someone is in prison or 
going through a gender transition, 
we won’t even write to them and we 
ignore the family.

The mission of Jesus is to bring good 
news to the poor, liberty to captives, 
sight to the blind and to freedom 
to all who are oppressed. Salvation 
is fused with justice. I am adamant 
about treating everybody with dignity, 
whether they are dying, on the 
streets, have been sex trafficked or 
even molested a child. I couldn’t have 
done that without CPE (Chaplain Pas-
toral Education). It was the best thing 
I’ve ever done. It taught me that if I 
have a problem ministering to some-
one, the problem lies within me not 
within them.

Throughout my life, education (PhD, 
diaconate, CPE) has helped me recog-
nize where I was being called. At first, 
I ministered to people with disabili-
ties and now I seek to celebrate our 
abilities rather than our disabilities; 
honoring the diverse and helping the 
diverse to honor everyone.

So I started a mental illness program 
called “The Haven” at St. Philip’s in 
Tucson. We have a support group 
for people who have mental illness 
and families of those with mental 
illness. This group is thriving. We 
are connected with a 911 team that 
specifically assists those who are 
struggling with mental illness. A 
man who is homeless and has a 
“campsite” in the Foothills attends 
The Haven because we talk to him 
like we talk to anyone and offer re-
sources. One of the ladies who suffers 
from mental illness and attends St. 
Philip’s and The Haven told me that 
“This is the first time I’ve ever felt 
safe in church.” I believe that those 
with stigma-related issues should 
always feel safe in church. That’s 
what Jesus is all about. “Come unto 
me.” I would love to see a Haven in 
every Episcopal church throughout 
the nation.

Another aspect of my ministry is 
hospice. I am honored to be there 
with those who struggle with 
mental illness and other stigma-
related issues as they pass from this 

life. These are God’s children. 
Since graduating from the Tacheria 
Interfaith Spirituality Program 
(www.tacheria.org) in June, every day 
I get to be a Spiritual Director with 
the families and the people who are 
dying. I’ve realized that these people 
are dealing with stigma as well, the 
stigma of death.

Stigma is often encountered because 
of our differences. Yet difference is 
the essence of creation. We honor God 
as we honor His creation, in all its’ 
wonderful diversity. My dream is a 
church whose members recognize 
the face of Jesus in those most unlike 
themselves. I believe with all my 
heart that compassion is at the root 
of Christian spirituality. Our spiritual 
lives are bankrupt if our prayers do 
not call us to see, to hear, and to heal.

THE REV. PATRICE AL-SHATTI

Patrice Al-Shatti serves at All Saints’ 
(Phoenix) and was ordained June 
2019. She is also a licensed social 
worker and retired from a long career 
in medical and geriatric social work 
in 2014.

My experience with loneliness is 
broad and deep. In 2012, my husband 
died by suicide after a long struggle 
with loneliness and depression, and 
as a social worker, I routinely met 
patients who had built no network 
of support and faced serious illness 
alone. I have seen and felt the devas-
tation wrought by chronic loneliness 
and determined early in formation 
that it would be my diaconal ministry.

According to researchers, half of all 
Americans sometimes or always feel 
alone; 40% of us feel isolated from 
others and half don’t have meaningful 
social interactions on a daily basis. The 
most poignant finding in the study of 
loneliness is that 4 in 10 of us say that 
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we literally have no one with whom to 
share the important news of our lives. 
And loneliness moves far beyond 
stereotypes. In 2018, 18 to 22-year-
olds were the loneliest generation, 
not the elderly. And the highest 
suicide rate, a reasonable gauge of 
chronic loneliness, is among middle 
aged men. Demographic trends con-
tribute, in that we increasingly live 
alone, increasingly are unmarried 
and childless, and the divorce rate 
among married adults over age 50 
has doubled since 1990.

Chronic loneliness is dangerous. It’s 
physically corrosive to health, similar 
to smoking 15 cigarettes a day, and 
lonely people are 50% more likely 
to die in any given year than well 
connected people. Loneliness also 
impairs our ability to focus, regulate 
our emotions, and perform a variety 
of cognitive and emotional tasks.

Our current culture is the perfect 
climate for fostering self-isolation 
and loneliness and we all have bad 
habits that put us at risk. We are 
highly individualistic and pride our-
selves on our self-reliance, so we 
don’t ask for help. We stay super busy 
and shy away from the associational 
life of the community because we 
believe that we don’t have time. So, 
we don’t join social activities because 
we fear being overcommitted and 
we often leave other people alone 
because we believe that they're busy, 
too. We're on our phones and rely 
on them to the deficit of our real-life 
relationships. Social media friends 
make us feel connected, but research 
shows that heavy social media use 
actually can make us depressed. 
Work has many of us siloed on our 
computers or working alone via tele-
commuting or gig work. Public health 
leaders are starting to worry that 

DEACON BEACON CONTINUED

the community of the workplace is a 
thing of the past for many people.

All Saints' launched a loneliness 
awareness campaign this Fall. I 
visited St. Barnabas (Scottsdale) in 
September and am planning other 
community presentations in the 
coming months. If you'd like to bring 
this one-hour educational program 
to your parish, contact me via e-mail 
(palshatti@allsaintsoncentral.org). 
You will also find a six part series of 
articles on my blog on the All Saints’ 
website (allsaintsoncentral.org/staff-
blogs/we-are-called), and look for 
more content next year under the 
Loneliness in America Project banner. 
We need to get the word out. Loneli-
ness is devastating, preventable, 
and the Church can lead us back 
to connection.

Limited space available. 
Deposit due by January 31, 2020!

Rev. Holly Herring, Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
& Other Tour Hosts

Arizona
Valley of the Sun Ecumenical Group
Especially designed for

For a full Brochure visit www.myfaithjourneys.com/login 
Group Number 20003

July 1 - 10, 2020

2020

Oberammergau
PASSION PLAY

Goal Setting/ Prayer Night
430-630pm @Diocesan Office

Adventure Weekend
( Chapel Rock )

Field Day
10am-1pm @St. Peter’s Litchfield 

JAN
25

MAY
2

MAR
13-15

Diocesan Youth 
Spring Events

For detailed information: Contact Jesse Villegas
jesse@azdiocese.org
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Baptizing child of early enslaved Africans  
helped tie Episcopal Church to slavery’s legacy

By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

F ollowing this year’s commemora-
tions of the 1619 arrival of en-
slaved Africans to the Jamestown 
colony, there is at least one anni-

versary to come that is worth 
remembering for how it ties 
the Episcopal Church to the 
legacy of slavery.

Sometime in the first five 
years after those Africans were 
traded to the colony for food 
by an English pirate who had 
captured them on the high 
seas, the infant son of two of 
the original “20 and odd Ne-
groes” was baptized in an An-
glican church in the area, ac-
cording to the colony’s 1624 
census records. Those records 
say the son of “Antoney Ne-
gro and Isabell Negro” was 
baptized with the name of 
his family’s owner, William 
Tucker. It was the first docu-
mented baptism of an African 
baby in English North America.

Baby William’s baptism likely took 
place in the Anglican church near his 
master’s plantation on the Hampton 
River in an area where the Kecoughtan 
tribe lived. The church was known as 
Elizabeth City Parish, which is still active 
today as St. John’s Episcopal Church in 

Hampton, Va.
The church’s willingness to perform 

such baptisms “tells me that sin is very 
real and that blindness is very real, 
and we can extend baptism, which is 
freedom offered us through the power 
of the Holy Spirit and at the same time, 

maintain and develop and make thrive 
a system of chattel slavery,” Diocese of 
Atlanta Bishop Robert Wright said in an 
interview with ENS.

The sin of the church’s approval of 
and participation in slavery, Wright said, 
had its roots in Cape Coast on the west-
ern shore of Ghana, which was a nexus of 

the transatlantic slave trade. He recalled 
a March 2017 trip there during which he 
toured the dungeons where captured Af-
ricans were held before being forced onto 
ships bound for North America and the 
Caribbean.

Standing in those “dank, dark places,” 
Wright realized that “just 
above those dungeons was 
the Anglican chapel where 
people said basically the same 
words that we’re saying now 
in our Episcopal churches 
every Sunday.” It is believed 
that many Africans were 
forcibly baptized before they 
were taken to the Americas.

Baptism’s implications for 
slavery was later institutional-
ized in the law of the Virginia 
colony. Many Anglicans were 
members of the Virginia As-
sembly in 1667 when it de-
clared that even if “by the 
charity and piety of their 
owners” slave children were 
baptized, “the conferring of 
baptisme doth not alter the 

condition of the person as to his bondage 
or freedome.” The law permitted the bap-
tism of slaves and their children because 
it would help spread Christianity in the 
colony. The preamble of the legislation 
noted that the law was meant to free slave 
owners from any doubt about their bap-

continued on page B

Photo/National Park Service

The enslaved Africans taken to Virginia in 1619 had been cap-
tured at sea by British privateers and sold for supplies at Point 
Comfort before most of them were brought inland to Jamestown.
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tized slaves’ status as property.
The u.S.-based Episcopal Church de-

veloped out of the Anglican Church in 
the 1780s after the British surrendered 
to the colonists at the end of the Revo-
lutionary War.

Despite the sin Wright sees in the 
church’s motivation for William Tuck-
er’s baptism, he said he also finds “a lot 
of power” in a story that could help all 
Episcopalians understand that African 
Americans have been part of the church 
since the beginning, despite the discrimi-
nation they often face there.

“So often in the Episcopal Church, 
African Americans can feel like guests, 
even though we have been members of 
this church since 1624. There’s some-
thing about William’s baptism that pops 
that bubble of feeling like a guest in your 
own home,” he said. “This has been our 
home — for better, for worse, for all of 
its blemishes and all of its blessings — 
this Episcopal Church has been our 
church from 1624.”

Wright said he wishes that white 
Episcopalians and those of color could 
know about William “and that [that] 
could somehow create more of a connec-
tion between us.”

In addition, acknowledging the 
church’s past sins can allow Episcopalians 
to posthumously confer the Baptismal 
Covenant’s promise of respect for the 
dignity of every human being, Wright 
said. “Even down the long hallway of 
time, what some of us are attempting to 
do with the memory of 1619 and going 
forward is to say that despite what people 
did to black and brown people, you were 
here, you were a person made in God’s 
image and you had dignity, even if you 
were not treated that way at the time,” 
he said. “That’s a gift to give both to the 
dead and the living.”

The Episcopal Church has been re-
flecting on its Jamestown legacy since 
at least 2007, when the church marked 
the 400th anniversary of the 1607 estab-
lishment of the colony and the Anglican 
Church’s presence. “This place reeks with 
the origins of the slave trade in this land,” 
then-Presiding Bishop Katharine Jefferts 
Schori said in June 2007 during a Eucha-
rist marking the occasion. “That history 
is not yet fully redeemed, even though 
the church which sanctioned slavery was 
instrumental in its dismantling.”

The work to which Jefferts Schori 
called the church in 2007 continues. To-
day the descendants of slaves and share-
croppers — including Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry — and slave owners sit in 
the House of Bishops. They worship to-
gether in churches, some of which were 
built by slaves. Some seminarians and 
other students study on campuses built 
with slave labor and the financial fruits 
of the slave trade. One 
of them, Virginia Theo-
logical Seminary, has set 
aside $1.7 million for a 
slavery reparations fund.

Two dioceses, long 
Island and New york, 
have pledged to set up 
reparations funds. Geor-
gia Bishop Scott Benhase 
recently announced the 
creation of the St. Anna 
Alexander Center for 
Racial Reconciliation & 
Healing, contributing 3 
percent of the diocesan 
endowment to the ef-
fort and calling on all 
endowed congregations 
to contribute at the same 
level. The Diocese of 
Maryland is continuing 
to study the issue of reparations.

This year the Episcopal Church 
joined with people across the country 
to remember the events of 1619. Such 
commemorations are important, the 
Rev. Charles Wynder Jr., staff officer for 
social justice and engagement, told ENS, 
because “we stand with our bodies as 
witness in these types of memories.” At 
least one more Episcopal Church com-
memoration at Jamestown is planned for 
next year.

Bishop Marc Andrus, of the San 
Francisco-based Diocese of California, 
told ENS that he traces his family’s roots 
in North America to Jamestown. Four 
hundred years ago Thomas Andrus, a 
12-year-old boy who might have been 
an orphan, was snatched off the streets of 
london, likely by members of a religious 
order. He arrived on a ship with about 
99 other boys in 1620 and was forced 
into indentured servitude. Thomas An-
drus survived Jamestown, but Andrus 
said about 70 percent of the boys who 
arrived with him died.

Thomas worked off his indenture and 
was freed. Within 100 years of Thomas’ 

arrival in Jamestown, his descendants 
had moved to louisiana. By the early 
19th century they were prosperous rice 
buyers and brokers. The stigma of inden-
ture and the poverty that the young An-
drus experienced in 1620 and thereafter 
“was all erased and it would be as if it 
never happened.” It is a far different fate 
than that of the descendants of most if 
not all of those “20 and odd Negroes” 

who were forced to 
come to Virginia in 
1619, Andrus noted.

The Episcopal 
Church must not for-
get its Jamestown lega-
cy, Andrus said, urging 
Episcopalians to con-
sider becoming what 
is called a culture of 
remembrance in Ger-
many, where the Ho-
locaust is remembered 
so that its horrors are 
not repeated.The 2008 
documentary “Traces 
of the Trade” is an ex-
ample of Episcopalians 
trying to foster a mem-
ory culture, he said. 
In the film, Katrina 
Brown tells the story 

of her ancestors in the DeWolf family, 
the largest slave-trading family in u.S. 
history and also a prominent part of the 
Episcopal Church. James DeWolf Perry 
was the Episcopal Church’s 18th presid-
ing bishop.

Prompted in part by the film and a 
2006 General Convention resolution 
that also urged dioceses to collect in-
formation on the church’s complicity in 
slavery, the subsequent history of segre-
gation and discrimination, and the eco-
nomic benefits the church derived from 
slavery, the Episcopal Church apologized 
for its role in slavery.

The effort to collect information 
has been uneven. For instance, Andrus 
said his diocese’s work “was not always 
smooth sailing; there were people who 
said that really doesn’t apply to us” be-
cause California was officially a free 
state. However, people persevered, he 
said, and the diocese reported its find-
ings in 2012.   n

The Rev. Mary Frances Schjonberg 
retired in July as the Episcopal News 
Service’s senior editor and reporter.

LeGaCy continued from page a
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William Tucker’s baptism likely 
took place in the Anglican church 
near his master’s plantation on 
Virginia’s Hampton River in 
what was then an area where 
the Kecoughtan tribe settled. 
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Christians who serve migrants attend  
Border Ministries summit 

By Lynette Wilson 
Episcopal News Service 

T he steel border fence separating 
Nogales, Ariz., from Nogales, 
Mexico, follows a rolling hill, and 
depending on the slope, residents 

can sit on their porches and watch life 
unfold on either side.

It was the mayor of Nogales, Mexico, 
who in 1918 initiated a 6-foot wire fence 
separating the two cities, and countries, 
in a transborder “good fences 
make good neighbors” coopera-
tive spirit.

One hundred years of history 
ensued. Families living on either 
side crossed over: adults to work 
and shop, children to attend 
school. up until a few years ago 
when the united States installed 
steel mesh between the slats, fam-
ilies would gather at tables set on 
either side and share meals, pass-
ing homemade foods through the 
fence.

Not anymore. A teenager’s 
death precipitated further separa-
tion.

In October 2012, u.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection Agent 
lonnie Swartz fatally shot 16-year-old 
José Rodríguez through the fence, the 
Rev. Rodger Babnew said as he pointed 
to a single-story concrete building on the 
Mexico side that features a mural memo-
rializing the teen.

Babnew, a deacon serving St. An-
drew’s Episcopal Church in Nogales, 
Ariz., is also a co-convener of Cruzando 
Fronteras, a Diocese of Arizona border 
ministry that, along with ecumenical 
partners, provides shelter, food, medical 
care and other assistance to migrants and 
asylum-seekers on the Mexico side of the 
border.

On Nov. 21, opening day of the sec-
ond annual Border Ministries Summit, 
Babnew and a caravan of Episcopalians 
and other Christians drove 70 miles from 
Tucson to Nogales to see the border wall. 
In all, 200 people attended the summit 
from Nov. 21-23 at Saint Philip’s in the 
Hills Episcopal Church in Tucson.

Summit participants learned about 

the 1,954-mile u.S.-Mexico border 
and its history, the u.S. immigration 
system, the impact of u.S. foreign and 
trade policy on societies and economies 
in Mexico and Central America, and the 
various ministries carried out by dioceses 
and churches along the border.

Plans are underway for a third annual 
Border Ministries Summit to be held in 
San Diego, Calif., in 2020.

From Brownsville, Texas, to San Di-
ego, Episcopalians are providing hu-

manitarian aid to migrants and asylum-
seekers and, where possible, support to 
law enforcement officers in their parishes 
and communities.

Historically, adult males made most 
of the attempts to cross the border, but in 
the last five or six years, families, women 
and unaccompanied minors — many 
fleeing violence in Honduras, El Salva-
dor and Guatemala — have begun mak-
ing the journey.

It’s not uncommon to see the border 
wall, which in most places is vertical 
steel slats, cutting a line through cities 
and small towns along the border. The 
border region extends 60 miles north 
of the wall into the united States where 
border agents make random stops at 
checkpoints along interstates and high-
ways. Most migrants and asylum-seekers 
entering the united States make their 
way to destinations further beyond the 
border, reuniting with family and friends 
in other parts of the country.

“We’re inviting folks to recognize that 
the migrant journey just doesn’t stop at 
the border; it continues as people step 
into our immigration process. We are 
called to continue to walk with, serve 
and be transformed by migrants as they 
journey through the process,” the Rev. 
David Chavez, Diocese of Arizona mis-
sioner for border ministries and a sum-
mit convener, said in a conversation with 
ENS.

Anglican and Episcopal bishops gath-
ered at the conference issued 
a statement at the summit’s 
end recognizing the Americas’ 
shared history and the human 
desire for a safe, violence-free, 
economically viable life.

“We … acknowledge that 
North and Central America 
have a long history which we 
share, before the current na-
tions existed. We have been 
bound together by shared 
cultures, languages and econo-
mies. We are in this situation 
together and we have been for 
centuries,” the statement read.

“To the migrants we want 
to say we gathered here with 
you in our hearts. We see you, 

we hear you, and we wish to stand with 
you in our common search for security, 
dignity, justice, and community.

“We also acknowledge that we are 
all seeking safety from violence and a 
peaceful way of life for our families. We 
stand against all criminal activity, the 
drugs which addict and enslave people, 
and those who would prey upon others 
through sex trafficking, kidnapping, and 
other forms of oppression.”

The bishops, representing the dio-
ceses of Texas, Arizona, Rio Grande, los 
Angeles and San Diego, recognizing the 
diversity of political ideologies among 
Episcopalians, stressed that Matthew 25 
calls Christians to welcome the stranger.

The first border summit took place 
in November 2018 in El Paso, Texas, 
at a time when migrant caravans from 
Central America arrived regularly at the 
u.S.-Mexico border in what became an 
unprecedented humanitarian crisis.

Photo/Lynette Wilson/ENS

The Rev. Rodger Babnew of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church 
in Nogales, Ariz., leads summit attendees on a tour of the 
U.S.-Mexico border in Nogales. 
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In El Paso, border ministry assists Mexicans fleeing violence
By Lynette Wilson 
Episcopal News Service

A n informal tent city has taken 
stake in Cuidad Juárez, Mexico, 
alongside the entrance to the San-
ta Fe Street Bridge, one of three 

bridges that connect the sprawling north-
ern Mexico border city to El Paso, Texas.

In recent months, Mexican families 
fleeing rising violence perpetrated by 
drug cartels in the country’s south have 
arrived at the u.S. southern border 
seeking protection in the united States 
via the asylum system. unlike Central 
American asylum-seekers, who have 
been arriving steadily at the u.S.-Mexico 
border for more than a year, there’s no 
“official” system for handling the surge 
in Mexicans seeking the same protection 
from violence and persecution.

“The people who are living out on the 
streets by the ports, they are all Mexican; 
there is no established system to deal with 
Mexican asylum-seekers seeking the pro-
tection of the united States,” said the Rev. 
Cristina Rathbone, who for three months 
while on sabbatical has served the Diocese 
of Rio Grande in El Paso as a bridge chap-
lain, accompanying families as they wait 
their turn to claim asylum and holding 
daily English and art classes for children.

“By the three ports of entry there are 
three tent communities, and the people 
there, more than two-thirds of them 
have families, have self-organized,” she 
said. “They have created unofficial com-
munity-based lists; the people at the top 
of those lists go up to the ports of entry 
and seek permission to ask for asylum 
from the border patrol agents every two 
hours, 24 hours a day, and almost always 
are turned away with the same refrain, 
‘there is no room.’”

Earlier in the year, the Trump ad-
ministration implemented Migrant Pro-
tection Protocols, a policy commonly 
referred to as “Remain in Mexico” that 
requires asylum-seekers to wait in shel-
ters in Mexico while their credible fear 
claims are processed. The policy and oth-
ers like those brokered with individual 
countries, El Salvador for example, were 
designed to deter asylum seekers.

The protocols, however, do not ap-
ply to Mexican asylum-seekers who have 
congregated in tents; President Trump has 

characterized immigrants and migrants as 
“murders” and “rapists.” Though cartels 
have exploited the chaos at the border to 
their advantage, some migrants are fleeing 
cartel violence in their communities.

During a homily delivered at the sec-
ond annual Border Ministries Summit 
held in Arizona, Rathbone shared some 
of the stories she’s heard while serving at 
the border.

“Hundreds,” she said, “a grandfather 
shot in the stomach and then slashed by 
a machete and left for dead after seeing a 
murder he shouldn’t have seen. A father 
who was sent photographs of his mur-
dered son’s lifeless and tortured body by 
his son’s own murderers. And, just yester-
day, a mother sobbing on the sidewalk, 

showing me photos of her husband in 
an open coffin — murdered in her own 
home a week ago.

“All of these people, who are also Jesus 
himself, and many thousands more — 
including the most vulnerable among us: 
pregnant women, unaccompanied mi-
nors and members of the lGBTQ com-
munity — are being denied their right 
— supposedly upheld by both u.S and 
international law — to apply for asylum 
in this country. And all are waiting at our 
ports of entry, nonetheless, because still 
they believe in the hope that is — or used 
to be — the united States of America.

“‘Truly I tell you,’ Jesus says. ‘Just as 
you do to one of the least of these, you 
do to me.’”

Episcopalians are providing humani-
tarian aid to migrants and asylum-seek-
ers and, where possible, support to law 
enforcement officers in their parishes 
and communities, all along the 1,954-
mile u.S.-Mexico border. The Diocese 
of Rio Grande, which includes the entire 
state of New Mexico and far West Texas, 
stretching from El Paso down through 
the Big Bend regions, includes 40 per-
cent of the southern border and has been 
working on both sides.

In Juárez, the diocese has provided 
assistance to the Rev. Hector Trejo who 
serves as vicar of three Anglican churches 
in the Diocese of Northern Mexico.

continued on page e
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Tent cities have taken stake at the foot 
of the three bridges on the Juárez side of 
the U.S.-Mexico border where Mexican 
nationals are waiting to claim asylum 
in the United States. 
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“When the buses were coming through, 
we in the Diocese of the Rio Grande, were 
caring for the people that were coming off 
the buses and helping them get resettled. 
When the u.S. government started the 
remain in Mexico policy, instead of those 
buses coming into the Diocese of the Rio 
Grande, people were just put on the bus-
es and driven across into Juárez and left 
on the street in Juárez,” said Rio Grande 
Bishop Michael Hunn. “But we felt that 
those are folks who are trying to come to 
the united States, and we think that that 
is our responsibility to try to help and care 
for them.”

For some in the united States 
it may seem the most recent wave 
of migration has ceased, but that’s 
not the case; it’s just less visible, 
Hunn said.

“It’s not true that the migration 
has stopped,” said Hunn, whose of-
fice is based in Albuquerque, N.M. 
“It’s just that the people are on the 
other side of the border now. And, 
so we were able to work with and 
leverage our existing relationship 
with Padre Hector Trejo … He 
opened up immediately one of his 
churches to serve as a shelter.”

Trejo has now opened the doors to two 
of his three churches to serve as shelters, 
with assistance from Rio Grande and the 
wider support of its borderlands ministry.

In August, when the Rev. lee Curtis 
became Rio Grande’s canon to the ordi-
nary based in El Paso, shelters were the 
urgent need.

“We were serving mostly Cuba na-
tionals; this was just as the ‘Remain in 
Mexico’ policy took effect,” he said. “So 
the task was pretty clear: build up shelter, 
support the Cubans as they’re waiting in 
Mexico for their ‘credible fear’ interview. 
Then when they get their ‘credible fear’ 
interview, they’re released by CBP [Cus-
toms and Border Protection] back to the 
u.S. and we’ve done our job.”

One of the other major challenges, 
though, is that almost as soon as faith-
based and other humanitarian workers 
get a handle on the situation, it changes.

“The second we feel like we have fig-
ured out the shape of migration in Juarez 
it changes, whether through u.S. policy or 
where folks are coming from,” said Curtis.

“In late September, early October, we 
were down to about 15 Cuban asylum-

seekers, and then the Mexicans started 
coming from southern states and they’ve 
started sleeping around the bridges. … 
It’s a guess as to when CBP will be letting 
people over. So, they have been staying 
by the bridges because they don’t want to 
miss an opportunity to cross.”

Some of the families have been living 
in tents in Juárez for two months; as the 
weather gets colder some are sleeping in 
shelters, returning to the bridges in the 
morning to take their places in line. And 
for some, the long wait can result in being 
sent back to the very communities they’ve 
fled, as Rathbone pointed out in her hom-
ily when she told the story of a woman 

with five children who’d fled after the car-
tel tried to kill her oldest son. They were 
denied asylum. The likely outcome if they 
return home, the mother told Rathbone, 
is that her sons will be forced to choose 
between joining the cartel or death.

“It’s important to remember that these 
Mexican asylum-seekers are the people 
in the small pueblos and the big towns 
and the enormous cities who are saying 
no to the violence and the drug cartels of 
Mexico. These are the people whose lives 
are being threatened and many of them 
ended because they are refusing to join the 
criminal enterprises,” said Rathbone.

“They are determined to protect their 
children from that because they are small 
business owners, because they are taxi 
drivers, because they are people who 
have been preyed on by the cartels. So 
they’re, in fact, the very opposite kind 
of people they’re being characterized as 
being by the president and many others, 
these are the brave, law-abiding pillars of 
their communities who have been forced 
to flee their communities, by the violence 
that at the moment is on the upswing in 
Mexico again.”   n

X
D

19
-E

J2

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20024

bread.org

“This book is both a powerful
argument and a manual for 
making a difference. It offers a
wise and insightful foundation
for understanding the whys 
and hows of effectively fighting
hunger.” 
– Rick Steves, noted travel writer

and author of Travel as a 
Political Act

Order at bread.org/journal
or call 800-822-7323.

Eerdmans Publishing, July 2019
Paperback, 300 pages

SPECIAL OFFER:
You can order Art Simon’s
newest book for only $29
(includes shipping) and 
learn how an outpouring of
citizens’ voices can bring 
our nation together and end
hunger once and for all.

BFW19 XD2 EJ 6.21.qxp_FINAL  6/21/19  2:07 PM  Page 1

Photo/Lynette Wilson/ENS

The Rev. Cristina Rathbone, right, and the Rev. 
Lee Curtis discuss strategy on the Santa Fe Street 
Bridge between Mexico and the United States. 
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During a border summit session on 
Nov. 22, u.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sec-
tor Chief Roy Villareal, who joined the 
Tucson sector last March, acknowledged 
that the federal agency didn’t have the 
capacity in its detention centers and was 
not equipped to handle the humanitar-
ian crisis at the border.

The u.S. Border Patrol Tucson Sec-
tor covers 262 miles of border, which is 
patrolled by 3,900 agents. On Nov. 22, 
Homeland Security announced it would 
expand the Trump administration’s Mi-
grant Protection Protocols program to 
the Tucson sector. The MPP, commonly 
called “Remain in Mexico,” requires asy-
lum-seekers to wait in Mexico, some in 
shelters, some on the streets, while u.S. 
officials process their cases.

The effects of the Remain in Mexico 
program are visible in cities along the 
border. Across the downtown bridge 
connecting Brownsville, Texas, to Mat-
amoros, Mexico, the tent city that 
housed 20 or so families in May has 
grown to more than 200 tents, said Ta-
tiana Hoecker, who volunteers with mi-

grants in the Diocese of West Texas.
President Donald Trump campaigned 

on anti-immigrant rhetoric and, since 
taking office, has banned immigrants 
from predominantly Muslim countries, 
gutted the federal refugee resettlement 
program, implemented policies separat-
ing families at the southern border, cut 
aid to Central America and imposed the 
Remain in Mexico restrictions.

On Nov. 22, bishops and clergy serv-

ing in El Salvador and 
Mexico outlined the 
dangers their citizens 
face: the high rates 
of violence, death, 
femicide, gangs and 
cartels controlling 
territories and the 
governments’ failure 
to protect citizens.

It’s critical that 
churches in the 

united States and churches in Central 
America and Mexico make connections 
and work together, said Western Mexico 
Bishop Ricardo Gómez Osnaya, during 
a presentation describing the violence in 
Mexico and shifting migration routes.

Twenty of the Diocese of Arizona’s 
churches, including Grace St. Paul’s in 
Tucson, which is involved in the sanctu-
ary movement, have ministries serving 
migrants.   n

summit continued from page C
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A section of the 
border wall cuts a 
line between Nogales, 
Ariz., and Nogales, 
Mexico.
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

S logans like “All are welcome!” 
and “God loves you — no ex-
ceptions!” are a common sight 
at Episcopal churches, but one 

diocese is expanding on those messages 
and making them more specific, target-
ing those who need to hear them most.

In October, the Diocese of Fort 
Worth in Texas launched an evangelism 
initiative “aimed at the unchurched, 
the dechurched, those wounded by the 
church, those who sometimes are told 
that God hates them,” with a website as 
its centerpiece: godlovesall.info.

“God doesn’t hate. God loves all,” it 
proclaims on its homepage, and its pages 
focus on topics associated with division 
and exclusion in American Christian-
ity, with headings like “lGBT,” “Racial 
Justice” and “(Re)Marriage.” The pages 
explain the Episcopal Church’s views on 
these topics and what the church — es-
pecially the Diocese of Fort Worth — is 
doing to address them. The site also fea-
tures video testimonials from clergy and 
parishioners with titles like “Women 
priests? yes, women priests” and “Will 
God love me if I’m gay? yes.”

“Come in. Sit awhile. Explore. It’s 
safe here,” the homepage concludes.

The website is the brainchild of the 
Rev. Kevin Johnson, priest-in-charge at 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Arling-
ton, Texas. Disappointed by the negative 
and exclusionary forms of Christianity 
that garner so much of the public’s atten-
tion — especially in his region — John-

son decided to counter those messages 
with the Episcopal message of uncondi-
tional love and acceptance.

“I have become convinced, especially 
during my time in this particular parish, 
that the Episcopal Church has gifts that 
a lot of people in the world yearn to re-
ceive, but they don’t even know they ex-
ist, especially in our cultural context in 
north central Texas, which is very con-
servative,” Johnson told ENS.

Some of the most influential Chris-
tian ministers in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
area preach messages of hatred, claiming 
that “God hates you because you’re gay 
or God hates you because you’re a wom-
an in power,” Johnson said.

“There are too many people in our 
world who are being told right now that 
God sees them as an abomination or is 
ashamed of them in some way, that they 
have to change a core part of their be-
ing to be loved by God. … There are 
lots of people we’re talking to who have 

been chased out of their home by their 
parents because they’re gay or they’re 
transgender. Those are the people who 
desperately yearn to hear the good news 
that we carry. And that means having the 
courage to stand up and risk being vul-
nerable with that message.”

That message — “God doesn’t hate” 
— might seem innocuous, but it’s more 
controversial than one might expect, and 
that’s precisely why it was chosen as the 
theme of the website.

“We had to wrestle back and forth 
with this phrase a lot,” Johnson said. 
“But we finally decided to risk using the 
phrase ‘God does not hate you,’ which 
is really in your face for good-mannered 
Episcopalians.”

“We got a lot of pushback at that,” 
said Katie Sherrod, the diocese’s com-
munications coordinator. “Episcopalians 
don’t say things like that, that bluntly. 
‘God doesn’t hate!’ And rightly so, we all 
recoil from the word ‘hate.’ … But when 
that’s been actually said to you — ‘God 
hates you, God hates who and what you 
are’ — you hear that phrase, ‘God doesn’t 
hate,’ in a whole different way.”

“We’re all comfortable talking about 
God’s love,” Johnson added. “I mean, 
that’s just our cultural norm. But point-
edly saying ‘God does not hate’ carries 
tangential messaging that directly coun-
ters a lot of the public messaging that gets 
put out over the airwaves in our region.”

And it seems hatred is increasingly less 
of an abstract concept and more of an ac-
tion, making it all the more necessary to 

Diocese of Fort worth evangelism campaign  
seeks out those wounded by the church

Photo/Diocese of Fort Worth

A group from the Episcopal Diocese of Fort Worth at the Tarrant County Gay Pride 
Parade in Fort Worth, Texas. 
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counter it with a message of love. Sherrod 
and Johnson have seen it fi rsthand.

“Texas has the highest rate of mur-
dered transgender [people of any state], 
and Dallas is the epicenter of that,” Sher-
rod told ENS. “So we were seeing real 
life-and-death consequences to that mes-
sage that God hates you. And then you 
have a man who drove from Dallas to 
El Paso to shoot immigrants, Hispanic 
people in a Walmart. We were being hit 
in the face with murderous results of that 
message that God hates you. And it just 
became more and more urgent for us to 
get this message there.”

Johnson wanted to reach people di-
rectly, especially people who might not 
want to walk into a church, so Johnson 
asked the diocese for funding to do mar-
keting and outreach.

“At the local parish level, we’ve kind 
of test-driven the practice of raising 
community awareness about our values, 
practices and gifts in very purposeful, 
straight-up marketing ways. We’re really 
not afraid to say we have a good product 
that people want,” Johnson said.

Bishop J. Scott Mayer got on board, 
and it developed into a broader evan-
gelism campaign, but “our main goal is 

not to get people in our pews,” Sherrod 
explained. “Our main goal is to show 
people how to have a closer relationship 
with God — hopefully in and through 
the Episcopal Church, but if that doesn’t 
happen, we’re fi ne with that. If they fi nd 
God through anything we tell them, 
that’s fi ne with us.”

Th e website was completed in time 
for the Fort Worth Pride parade, at 
which a group from the diocese passed 
out cards with the uRl.

“As a road test, it was astonishingly 
successful,” Sherrod said. “People were 
very moved by that message.”

“We all got matching T-shirts that 
say ‘God doesn’t hate’ with the uRl 
on it. We had banners, and then at the 
booth, we interacted with people … and 
that gave us the opportunity to talk and 
look people in the eye directly and give 
them a business card with the uRl on it 
and just say, ‘Hey, you might want to go 
check this out,’” Johnson said.

Johnson and Sherrod said they’ve 
gotten vitriolic responses to the website 
from other Christians and some criticism 
from within their own diocese, although 
the diocese’s painful history has given its 
members some crucial perspective.

Even its most traditional, conservative 
members know what it feels like to be 

rejected and excluded by the church. In 
2008, a majority of clergy and lay leaders 
in the Diocese of Fort Worth voted to 
leave the Episcopal Church and join the 
Anglican Province of the Southern Cone 
(located in South America) over doctri-
nal diff erences on topics like same-sex 
marriage and the ordination of women.

Now there are two entities calling 
themselves the Episcopal Diocese of 
Fort Worth: the original diocese associ-
ated with the Episcopal Church and the 
breakaway group that is now part of the 
Anglican Church in North America.

Th at breakaway group claimed some of 
the Episcopal diocese’s properties, includ-
ing the original building of St. Alban’s, 
the parish in which Johnson grew up and 
which he now leads. Th e congregation has 
been worshipping in a theater ever since.

“Th e folks got kicked out of their 
church because they were, as I like to 
gently say, they were too spiritually gen-
erous,” Johnson said. “So we’re in this 
crazy context, which allows for risk and 
vulnerability.”

“A lot of people here know what the 
phrase ‘wounded by the church’ means 
because of the split we went through. 
So even very privileged white people in 
our pews have some sense of what that 
means,” Sherrod added.   n
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By Sharon Sheridan

T R A V E l I N G 
THE NIGHT be-
fore Thanksgiving, I 
opened my e-mail to 
the news that louie 
Crew Clay had gone 
home to God.

I often said that louie was the most 
Christian man I knew. 

A white, gay Southerner who mar-
ried a black man and launched the or-
ganization Integrity to support and push 
for full inclusion of lGBT people in 
the Episcopal Church, he suffered more 
than his share of life’s slings and arrows. 
But however much they vilified him, he 
countered his critics with grace and wit. 
He demonstrated how to love one’s en-
emies. And he steadfastly signed his mes-
sages: Joy anyway!

Predictably, tributes soon appeared 
across Facebook and listservs from all 
corners of the church he had served as a 
member of Executive Council, a six-time 
deputy from the Diocese of Newark, In-
tegrity founder and tireless advocate for 
social justice. 

Everyone, someone commented, had 
a louie story. I could tell several, from 
when I first encountered him when I be-
gan working as a church reporter in the 
1990s to when he sent me a gift for my 
2018 ordination to the transitional dia-
conate.

Some of my favorite memories of this 
former English professor involve poetry. At 
the 2009 General Convention, he joined 
in a poetry slam, giving, as I wrote for the 
Convention Daily, “an animated reading 
of two poems from his collection ‘Quean 

lutibelle’s Pew’ (the ‘Quean’ is his alter 
ego, he explained), adopting an auction-
eer’s stance for ‘lutibell Goes to an Auc-
tion’ and crossing himself solemnly and 
invoking the Trinity as he began reading 
‘lutibelle Imitates a Strait Male Prayer.’

“‘God, I can’t pray just now,’ laments 
the praying man. ‘Some people/have 
been saying/that you/might not even 
be a real man,/might be instead an an-
drogynous mutation. … It was difficult 
enough/when those black children/start-
ed coloring you black./Before long/even 
sissies will be saying/that you lisp/or go 
about in drag.”’

Seven years later, I was thrilled to par-
ticipate in a poetry night in honor of his 
80th birthday. And I was both surprised 
and touched when he greeted news of 
my progress through the ordination pro-
cess with not only delight but also an ad-
monition to keep writing poetry. When I 
visited his church in Newark in 2017, he 
inquired during coffee hour what poems 
I was working on. 

Through the years, louie’s voice 
projected in the halls of General Con-
vention and beyond. But he also had a 
knack of encouraging other voices, in-
cluding mine.

As I thought and read about louie, 
and prayed for his husband and the many 
others who loved him, I received word of 
another death during that Thanksgiving 
weekend. 

He was not a public figure, so I’ll just 
call him John to protect his family’s pri-
vacy. While louie’s obituary made mul-
tiple churchwide publications, Google 
reveals no obituary for John. I learned 
of his death by chance, while visiting the 
church of one of his relatives and hearing 

his name in the prayers. 
I met John when he began attending 

the church I belonged to when I started 
seminary. Many in the church were well-
off or solidly middle class; but John in-
habited a lower economic stratum. 

It’s long enough ago that I’ve for-
gotten the details, but I know he faced 
challenges. I recall some level of hous-
ing and employment instability. I don’t 
think he had a car. His voice certainly 
did not echo across the diocese, let alone 
throughout the wider church.

And yet, what stands out in my mem-
ory of John is not so different from how 
I viewed louie.

He was a Christian. He was kind. He 
served his church.

While John lived locally, he faithfully 
attended worship. He willingly pitched 
in when we needed tables moved or 
other assistance around the facility. He 
attended our first-ever parish-wide week-
end retreat. The last time I saw him, he 
was visiting my friend at her church dur-
ing Christmastide two or three years ago. 

Two different men. Two very different 
spheres of influence. 

And yet, I saw the spirit of Christ 
within them both. 

One had what I imagine was a small 
and quiet funeral. The other’s memo-
rial service will, I suspect, be a standing-
room-only life celebration by people 
gathered from across the country. 

And yet, the same God welcomed 
both home, inviting both equally to the 
heavenly banquet, just as God invites us 
all to the same Communion table each 
week. 

We each receive a portion of talents 
and challenges; we steward the one and 
battle the other as best we can. In the 
end, it is the faithfulness and integrity of 
the journey, not the sphere of influence 
or scope of worldly accomplishment, 
that matters.

I doubt they met on earth. But I 
like to picture louie and John meeting 
now, and going in to sit at the banquet 
together: unequal in life circumstances, 
but equally loved children of God.

Joy anyway, my friends. Joy always.   n

The Rev. Sharon Sheridan Hausman is 
priest associate at Christ Episcopal Church 
in Newton, N.J.
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

L ouie Crew Clay, a longtime ad-
vocate for the full inclusion of 
lGBTQ people in the Episcopal 
Church, the founder of In-

tegrity and a former member of the 
House of Deputies, died on Nov. 27 
at age 82 with his husband by his 
side, according to the Rev. Elizabeth 
Kaeton, a close friend.

Known as louie Crew until he 
took his husband’s name in 2013, 
he was remembered across the Epis-
copal Church as a tireless trailblazer 
for sexual minorities and outcasts, a 
prolific author and a devoted hus-
band and friend.

Clay was born Erman louie 
Crew Jr. in Anniston, Ala., on Dec. 
9, 1936. Having earned a doctorate 
in English, he taught at preparatory 
schools and universities in the united 
States, England, Hong Kong and China 
throughout his career, most recently at 
Rutgers university until his retirement 
in 2002. In 1974, he married Ernest 
Clay, though the marriage was not legally 
recognized until 2013.

Also in 1974, while teaching in San 
Francisco, he called Grace Cathedral to 
ask if they could help him connect with 
other gay Episcopalians and heard “de-
risive laughter” in response. Determined 
to change the church’s attitude, in No-
vember of that year, he published the first 
edition of a newsletter called Integrity, a 
forum for gay and lesbian Episcopalians 
to connect, organize, express themselves 
and support each other.

“The Christian Gospel is for all per-
sons,” he wrote in the first issue. “For too 
long has our beloved church neglected 
its historic mission to bring the Gospel 
to gay people. Instead, we have typically 
been treated as the lowest of God’s cre-
ation, too vile even to be mentionable. 
The hour has come for us gays to recog-
nize that the only gift that our church 
has to offer us is the all-precious grace of 
our lord Jesus Christ.”

The newsletter rapidly grew into a na-
tional nonprofit organization dedicated 
to full inclusion of lGBTQ people in 
the Episcopal Church, with an official 
presence at every General Convention 

since 1977. Though it has experienced 
organizational turmoil in recent months, 
Integrity’s advocacy efforts are credited 
with securing the most significant victo-
ries for lGBTQ Episcopalians, includ-
ing official support for their access to the 

sacraments of holy orders and marriage.
Clay also served six terms in the 

House of Deputies, representing the 
Diocese of Newark, and one term on 
Executive Council. He was a pioneer in 
using the internet to spread information 
throughout the church and beyond.

“louie was social media before there 
was social media,” the Rev. Gay Clark 
Jennings, president of the House of Dep-
uties, said at Integrity’s 40th anniversary 

celebration during the 2015 General 
Convention.

Clay served on numerous boards, 
committees and task forces, includ-
ing the National Gay and lesbian Task 
Force, General Convention’s Commit-

tee on Social and urban Affairs and 
Standing Commission on Health 
and Human Affairs, and the Diocese 
of Newark’s Standing Committee.

A prolific essayist and poet, Clay 
documented over 2,600 publications 
of his work, including the 2015 an-
thology “letters From Samaria: The 
Prose & Poetry of louie Crew Clay.”

On social media, Clay was re-
membered as “a holy troublemaker,” 
“a great light,” “giant of justice” and 
a “gift to the church.”

“louie changed the face of the 
church with his gentle spirit and 
fierce convictions,” Jennings wrote 
on Facebook. “He loved the Episco-

pal Church too much to let us stay the 
way we were. Thanks to his resilient wit-
ness, we are more just, more faithful and 
look more like the kingdom of God. On 
behalf of the House of Deputies, I ex-
tend my heartfelt condolences to louie’s 
husband, Ernest, and to all who mourn.”

A requiem service will be held on 
Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020, 10 a.m. at 
Grace Episcopal Church in Newark, 
N.J.  n

louie Crew Clay, champion of lGBtQ inclusion, dies at 82
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Integrity president resigns amid mounting criticism
By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

T he Rev. Gwen Fry resigned Nov. 
25 as president of Integrity uSA 
— the nonprofit organization 
dedicated to lGBTQ advocacy 

within The Episcopal Church — as 
the organization’s volunteer board faces 
members’ accusations of mismanage-
ment and lack of transparency.

Fry, in a letter posted on Integrity’s 
new website, cited “a great deal of change 
in my personal life,” including severe 
medical issues in her family and a cross-
country move. Fry was elected to a three-
year term in June 2018, but late that year 
went on medical leave, which Integrity 
didn’t announce until July 2019. She did 
not return to her work as president until 
September 2019.

“As you can imagine, it has been a 
stressful time,” Fry wrote. “None of this 
was happening, or even a remote possi-
bility, when my name was put forward 
for nomination to be elected president 
of Integrity uSA. After prayerfully dis-
cerning where I am in life, I have decided 

that it is important to fo-
cus on my family, which 
is why I’m resigning as 
president of Integrity 
uSA.”

In an interview with 
the Episcopal News Ser-
vice, Fry said her resigna-
tion had nothing to do 
with the criticism she and 
the board have faced in 
recent months.

“Family is the most 
important, and if I’m 
spending so much time 
focusing on that, it really 
wouldn’t be fair to the Integrity organi-
zation moving forward,” Fry said. “So it 
was a very difficult decision to make. But 
I have all the faith in the world in the 
current new board.”

Fry’s term has been marked by a string 
of board resignations, most recently sec-
retary lindsey Harts on Oct. 20, and the 
board has filled all those vacancies with 
appointees who will serve until the next 
regular election in 2021, in accordance 
with Integrity’s bylaws. Fry’s departure 

leaves Kay Smith Riggle, 
vice president for local af-
fairs, as the only remain-
ing elected board mem-
ber.

The bylaws specify 
that if the presidency 
becomes vacant, a new 
president is elected to 
serve until the next regu-
lar election by the Stake-
holders’ Council.

under the bylaws, 
the Stakeholders’ Coun-
cil “shall meet at least 
once each calendar year,” 

and its members must elect a chair and 
a vice chair. However, neither of those 
things has happened under the current 
administration. Instead, on Nov. 15, Fry 
announced on Facebook that the board 
had appointed Bruce Garner, a former 
two-term president, as “interim Stake-
holders’ Council chairperson.” The va-
lidity of that appointment has been dis-
puted by some Integrity members, who 
have pointed out that the bylaws do not 
allow the board to make an appointment 
to fill a vacancy in that position. That re-
sponsibility falls to the vice chair of the 
Stakeholders’ Council, which is vacant 
because those elections were never held.

In a post on Integrity’s website, Garner 
outlined the process for electing a new 
president of Integrity. The Stakeholders’ 
Council accepted nominations through 
the end of 2019. A list of candidates was 
to be released by Jan. 3, 2020. Ballots will 
be issued in late January, and the new 
president is to take office on Feb. 1.

The board is currently reaching out to 
the members of the Stakeholders’ Coun-
cil, said the Rev. Frederick Clarkson, 
treasurer of Integrity.

Clarkson told ENS he is “sorry to 
see Gwen resign” but understands her 
decision, and he stressed the importance 
of showing respect in difficult 
circumstances.

Despite questions raised by members 
about how Integrity should — or even 
whether it can — continue, Fry said she 
believes it is still needed and must go on.

“unless and until every parish in The 
Episcopal Church is open and affirming 
to the lGBTQIA community, there’s al-
ways work to do,” Fry said.   n

Photo/Integrity via Facebook

The Rev. Gwen Fry at the 
2015 General Convention. 
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By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

A small Episcopal con-
gregation in the Dio-
cese of Western Mas-
sachusetts is helping 

female prisoners adjust to life 
back in the community after 
their release with backpacks full 
of supplies and expressions of 
support.

In three years, the “love in a 
Backpack” ministry at St. John’s 
Episcopal Church in Ashfi eld 
has assembled and distribut-
ed more than 100 backpacks 
for women released from the 
Franklin County jail in Greenfi eld and 
a women’s prison in Chicopee. Organiz-
ers and volunteers hope to expand the 
ministry in the future as they enlist other 
churches and community partners to 
join in the eff ort.

Some of the women, after completing 
their sentences, are released with nothing 
to help them start rebuilding their lives, 
coordinator Mary link told ENS. Th e 
backpack “gives them something they 
can say is theirs,” though the personal 
connections sometimes are even more 
important than the physical items.

“It helps them in that scary moment 
when they’re going back out, that some-
body somewhere has faith in them,” 
link said.

St. John’s, with an average Sunday at-
tendance just under 30, has long been 
active in organizing and supporting 
community ministries in Ashfi eld, a 
town of about 1,700 people. An initial 
grant from the Community Foundation 
of Western Massachusetts allowed the 
church to hire link part time three years 
ago to coordinate those eff orts, which in-
cluded a drive to collect soap and paper 
products for a food pantry and outreach 
to low-income single mothers who may 
feel isolated living in the hill towns of 
Western Massachusetts.

Th e backpack ministry, meanwhile, 
continues to grow and fl ourish, with 
help this year from a $5,000 diocesan 
grant.

Th e seed for the ministry was planted 
a few years back when senior warden 
Susan Todd learned of the struggles of 
prisoners re-entering society, sometimes 
needing to start from scratch obtaining 
basic supplies like toothpaste and sham-
poo. A group from St. John’s visited the 
Western Massachusetts Regional Wom-
en’s Correctional Center in Chicopee to 
learn more.

“Our understanding was there were 
more services for men when they got out 
than for women,” link said. “Th at may 

be changing, but certainly 
we’re making a diff erence in 
that.”

What started as an ef-
fort to assemble toiletry bags 
quickly grew to include a wide 
range of items, all stuff ed into 
backpacks that could be eas-
ily taken home by the newly 
released women. Members of 
the congregation donate some 
of the items, and link buys 
additional supplies as needed: 
personal care items, snacks, 
socks, a Bible, a stuff ed animal 
or doll, poems, prayers, a jour-
nal and pens.

Volunteers meet about 
three times a year to fi ll the packs for 
distribution, and “no two backpacks are 
ever the same exactly,” link said.

Th e congregation takes special inter-
est in the “reading, writing and refl ec-
tion” components, link said, and each 
pack includes a personalized note — 
often written by a 90-year-old woman 
from the congregation who fi nds it hard 
to leave her home but enjoys contribut-
ing messages of hope and support to the 
backpacks’ recipients.

western Massachusetts backpack ministry off ers 
supplies, support for women released from jail

n  FEAturE
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Backpacks fi lled with supplies await distribution to women 
being released from prison, part of the “Love in a Backpack” 
ministry of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Ashfi eld, Mass.

continued on page m
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At u.n. climate conference, Episcopal delegation 
urges nations to act swiftly and justly

nEws n

By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

A s the impacts of the climate cri-
sis become more dire with each 
passing year and the catastroph-
ic future scientists predicted 

decades ago inches closer to reality, gov-
ernments have still not taken the actions 
necessary to protect humanity. Instead of 
declining, emissions of greenhouse gases 
have been increasing. And while nations 
are being warned that the commitments 
they have already made — such as the 
Paris Accord — are not enough to en-
sure a livable future and must do more, 
the Trump administration has chosen to 
abandon that agreement.

It was a bleak backdrop for the united 

Nations Climate Conference, known 
as COP 25, held Dec. 2-13 in Madrid. 
But a delegation of Episcopalians repre-
senting Presiding Bishop Michael Curry 
brought a Christian perspective to the 
summit, grounded in hope yet commit-
ted to substantive action. Th ey shared the 
church’s views on the sanctity of creation 
and humanity’s moral duty to care for it, 
as well as the dangers facing the world’s 
poorest and most vulnerable people.

Th e delegation’s objective was “to 
build relationships — and to do lots of 
listening, praying and meeting with glob-
al leaders because of our commitment to 
God’s justice and sustained vision for the 
earth,” said the Rev. Melanie Mullen, the 
church’s director of reconciliation, justice 
and creation care. “We are not alone as 

religious bodies in this forum — along 
with ecumenical partners, Episcopalians 
are expressing our commitment to living 
a public faith and witness in the world.”

25, or the 25th Conference of the 
Parties, is critically important because 
it is seen by many as the last chance to 
amend the current insuffi  cient emissions 
commitments to limit global warming to 
1.5 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial 
levels.

Th e u.N. has established that bench-
mark as the recommended limit, beyond 
which humanity runs the risk of infl ict-
ing “increasingly severe and expensive 
impacts” on itself. Based on today’s com-
mitments, emissions will be twice what 
they should be by 2030, missing the 
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“Th ese are women who’ve had a lot of 
trauma in their lives, a lot of chaos, a lot 
of upheaval,” Sister Mary Quinn, a reen-
try coordinator at the Chicopee facility, 
said in a diocesan video about the back-
pack ministry. “A lot of them don’t have 
a safe place to go when they leave here. A 
lot of the women literally have nothing. 
So it’s a wonderful gift to them and bless-
ing to them, but also for them to know 
that the community cares about them.”

Jen Brzezinski, the caseworker at the 
Franklin County jail, echoed Quinn’s 
comments in an interview with the 
Greenfi eld Recorder for a  recent story 
about the ministry.

“Th ere’s a huge need, and the women 

who receive one are so grateful,” Brzezin-
ski said. “Th ey don’t have a lot. Th ey’re 
headed into the unknown, and that can 
be really scary.”

Before the backpacks are given to the 
jails for distribution, they are blessed at 
Sunday Eucharist — a profound mo-
ment for the congregation at St. John’s, 
the Rev. Vicki Ix, vicar at St. John’s, told 
ENS by email.

“Over time, we have been led deeper 
into the issues impacting women as they 
leave prison. Our eyes have been opened 
to the vulnerabilities of transition,” Ix 
said, adding that the congregation is 
planning a forum on the topic in March. 
“We hope each woman feels God’s love 
in a backpack, but equally important, we 
want to advocate for their place among 

us and for the systemic change needed to 
fully welcome them back.”

In most cases, the congregation never 
hears from those who receive the packs, 
though sometimes the women write 
notes of thanks, saying it was helpful 
“knowing somebody cared,” link said.

Her goal in the coming year is to 
partner with enough businesses, schools, 
churches and other organizations to in-
crease the ministry’s capacity so that it can 
fi ll about 80 backpacks a year, based on 
jail offi  cials’ estimates for the number of 
women in greatest need of that assistance.

“love in a Backpack” is focused on 
the needs within the local community, 
but link has a kit with information and 
a packing checklist that she distributes to 
churches and other organizations outside 
the immediate area to help them start 
their own backpack ministries.

As coordinator, link’s work typically 
ranges from three to 10 hours a week, 
depending on what needs to get done. 
She described it as a “retirement job,” 
and while she brings her own faith to the 
work as a Quaker, not as an Episcopa-
lian, the cause is one she fi nds personally 
and spiritually fulfi lling.

“We’re all people of faith,” she said. 
“Even though I’m not an Episcopalian, 
it’s so wonderful to be able to work with 
other people of faith … doing things out 
of a sense of mission and faithfulness.”   n
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1.5-degree target. Because so little ac-
tion has been taken, emissions must now 
drop 7.6 percent every year between 
2020 and 2030 in order to reach the tar-
get, which the u.N. says is “ambitious 
but still possible.”

“Th e overarching theme, which con-
tinues to remain uppermost on the agen-
da, is the need to ramp up ambition sig-
nifi cantly, not only by member states but 
by all parties, including the private sec-
tor, civil society and individuals,” lyn-
naia Main, the church’s representative to 
the united Nations, told ENS.

Th e presiding bishop has sent a del-
egation to each COP conference since 
COP 21 in 2015. Th is year, the del-
egation was headed by California Bishop 
Marc Andrus, an outspoken climate ac-
tion advocate. Andrus suff ered a stroke in 
October and participated remotely from 
California. Th e team in Madrid consisted 
of Main, Mullen and Jack Cobb, senior 
policy adviser in the Episcopal Church’s 
Offi  ce of Government Relations.

So far, the delegation 
has been busy forging 
new partnerships, Main 
told ENS, especially 
with ACT Alliance — a 
coalition of 156 church-
es and adjacent organi-
zations working on hu-
manitarian goals around 
the world.

“Th e Episcopal 
Church delegation has 
spent the past few days 
focusing on developing 
new partnerships and 
advocacy strategies with 
Anglican Alliance partners who are here 
— Archbishop Julio Murray and Dr. 
Elizabeth Perry — and for the fi rst time 
has joined up with ACT Alliance’s ecu-
menical delegation which also includes 
the World Council of Churches and lu-
theran World Federation. Th e Anglican 
Alliance also has been working with us 
on this partnership,” Main said by email.

“As a delegation, we are advocat-
ing for several priorities that link to our 

2018 General Convention resolutions. 
Among these are accelerating ambition, 
increasing support for loss and damage, 
protecting human rights in addressing 
adaptation and mitigation and boost-
ing fi nancial resources and mechanisms. 
Th ese priorities connect to our overarch-
ing goal of ensuring climate justice for 
the most vulnerable. After all, Jesus calls 
us most especially to care for the margin-
alized   n
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From left, Lynnaia Main, Episcopal representative to the 
U.N., Ruth Ivory-Moore of the Lutheran church and the 
Rev. Melanie Mullen of the Episcopal Church attend the 
United Nations Climate Conference COP 25 in Madrid.
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harry Potter Day at san Francisco cathedral 
combines fun, magic and theology

By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

B ased on the number of excited 
children who showed up to Har-
ry Potter Day at San Francisco’s 
Grace Cathedral on Nov. 16, 

you might fi nd it hard to believe that the 
last book in the series was published 12 
years ago. About 80 children — far more 
than the cathedral staff  initially expected 
— from around the Bay Area came to 
make wands, play Quidditch and learn 
how prayer can fend off  scary feelings.

And given the day’s focus on the over-
lap between J.K. Rowling’s books and the 
Christian worldview, you also might fi nd 
it hard to believe that in their heyday, the 
b ooks faced fi erce opposition from some 
fundamentalist Christians who claimed 
they were satanic. In 2006, the American 
library Association named the Harry 
Potter books the most challenged of the 
21st century up to that point because so 
many parents had tried to remove them 
from libraries on the grounds that they 
were anti-Christian and dangerous to 
children.

Caren Miles, the Diocese of Califor-
nia’s associate for faith formation, never 
saw it that way.

“I just remember reading the fi rst 
book before I even heard that folks were 
getting upset about it; the baptism anal-
ogy hit me so hard over the head that I 
didn’t think anyone would have a prob-
lem with it. [Th e Christian imagery] 
seems so blatant to me!” said Miles, who 
organized this fi rst-ever Harry Potter 
Day for the cathedral, which is the seat 

of the Diocese of California.
Rowling, a member of the Scottish 

Episcopal Church, has said that the par-
allels between her books and the Gospels 
are intentional, although she rarely delves 
into more details. Th e only explicit con-
nection to Christianity is the appearance 
of Biblical passages on two gravestones in 
the fi nal book, but readers have long ob-
served allegorical elements in the stories.

“To me [the religious parallels have] 
always been obvious,” Rowling told an 
interviewer in 2007. “But I never want-
ed to talk too openly about it because I 
thought it might show people who just 
wanted the story where we were going.”

Some of Rowling’s own faith journey 
is hidden in the books, Miles said.

“I love to tell kids the trivia that 
most of them don’t know — even the 

ones who know every little bit of trivia 
— which is that Harry receives his Hog-
warts [acceptance] letter on his 11th 
birthday because that’s the day that J.K. 
Rowling was baptized,” Miles told Epis-
copal News Service.

“Th ere are so many examples of — 
not only faith, but that idea of life and 
resurrection coming through death, es-
pecially in the seventh book,” Miles said, 
citing a particular scene that has been 
commonly interpreted as a vision of the 
afterlife in which Harry talks face to face 
with a dead character.

“Th ere are so many great role models 
in the books. Even Draco Malfoy ends up 
making a turn. Snape obviously makes a 
huge turn,” Miles went on, referring to 
two characters who are initially portrayed 
as villains but prove to be more complex. 
“So it’s this [sense of] redemption.”

Miles fi rst organized a Harry Potter 
Day almost 20 years ago, when she was 
working for the Diocese of Dallas, and 
said it’s a great way to attract the young 
families that churches are so eager to 
reach.

“It was that idea of trying to have 
something for families mainly in the dio-
cese, but also something they can invite 
friends to as an easy entry into Th e Epis-
copal Church,” Miles told ENS. It shows 
parents who might be unfamiliar with 
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About 80 children participate in Harry Potter Day at Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.
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n.t. wright explains the world of the  
new testament in new book

By Emily McFarlan Miller 
Religion News Service

N ew Testament scholar N.T. 
Wright has spent most of his life 
teaching people how to study 
the New Testament.

And the most important thing, he 
says, is getting the context right.

Without that context, it’s “fatally easy 
for people to distort bits of Christian-
ity,’” Wright said.

“If we ignore the context, we can 
make the New Testament stand on its 
hind legs and dance around the room 
and play to our tunes — and that that 
has always been the case, no doubt,” he 
told Religion News Service in a recent 
interview. “But the correction is always 
to go back to, ‘What was the context?’” 

Wright, a retired Anglican bishop and 
now chair of New Testament and early 

Christianity at the university of St. An-
drews in Scotland, is author more than 
80 popular and academic books about 
Christianity and the Bible. The latest — 
co-authored with fellow scholar Michael 
F. Bird — is “The New Testament in Its 
World: An Introduction to the History, 
literature, and Theology of the First 
Christians.”

The book is meant not just for stu-
dents getting an introduction to the 

New Testament, but for any 
Christian feeling stuck read-
ing Scripture, said Wright. 
As if the book’s nearly 1,000 
pages aren’t enough, there’s 
also a workbook and a series 
of lectures — available on-
line or on DVD — filmed 
in such locations as Jerusa-
lem and Rome. 

Wright hopes to help 
readers to avoid “the false 
antithesis of fundamental-
ism and liberalism, of left 
and right and all the rest of it,” he told a 
packed sanctuary at an event promoting 
the book Tuesday (Nov. 19) at Covenant 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago.

As an example, he pointed audience 
members to what he calls the “absolutely 
vital but usually misunderstood” theme 
of the kingdom of God in Jesus’ teach-

ings.
Many Chris-

tians look to the 
kingdom of God 
as an escape in 
the next life and 
are hesitant to up-
set the status quo 
in the here and 
now, leaving that 
to politicians and 
social workers, he 
said. Others be-
lieve Jesus and his 
followers expect-
ed the kingdom 
of God to be the 
literal end of the 
world, and since 
they were wrong 
about that, they 

must be wrong about other things, re-
constructing those things for themselves 
in ways that have “often led to quite radi-
cal theology.”

“So you can see those misunderstand-
ings playing out, particularly in America, 
in a sort of culture wars battle of some 
people becoming more and more conser-
vative and thinking that that’s their Chris-
tian obligation and other people becom-
ing more and more radical and thinking 

that actually that’s the 
only thing that’s left to 
do with Christianity,” he 
explained to RNS.

Both progressive and 
conservative Christians 
misunderstand what Je-
sus meant when he said 
the “kingdom of God is 
at hand,” he said.

“Actually, the king-
dom of God at hand 
means God’s kingdom 
coming in unexpected 

ways on earth as in heaven — not away 
somewhere else and not destroying earth, 
but transforming it.”

Wright’s comments resonated with 
Robbie Nagle, 27, a children’s pastor 
who traveled from Brantford, Ontario, 
to hear the scholar speak in Chicago.

Nagle said he recently preached a ser-
mon at his nondenominational church 
that was inspired by Wright’s interpreta-
tion of the kingdom of God.

He said that he told the congregation 
that “we need to be about social justice 
because Jesus is king, and his kingdom is 
a kingdom of justice.”

Nagle had read one of Wright’s earlier 
books, “Surprised by Hope: Rethinking 
Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mis-
sion of the Church,” about a year ago. 
He wanted to better understand the New 
Testament to teach it to children, he said.

The book ended up transforming the 
way he looks at Scripture, he said.

“Because his heart is so pastoral, even 
the most academic stuff he writes is very 
‘how does knowing this change the way 
you live?’ — which makes it easier to 
access as far as academic work goes,” 
Nagle said.

Candace Kyles, 35, of Chicago, first 
encountered Wright’s work in a course 
about the Gospel of Mark at Trinity 
Evangelical Divinity School outside Chi-
cago. She’s now a doctoral student at 
loyola university Chicago. But she said 
that readers don’t  need to be academics 
to understand Wright’s work.

“He’s not super lofty. I think he’s 
really accessible to even a layperson,” 
she said.   n
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Scholar and author N.T. Wright, right, speaks with Covenant 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago pastor Aaron Baker. 
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the church that “we are fun, we are 
silly, your kids can run around and 
be themselves and be kids!”

Harry Potter Day was a mix of 
fun and more serious topics, of reli-
gion and Potter lore. It started with 
morning prayer, followed by “De-
fense Against the Dark Arts,” which 
in the series is a Hogwarts class in 
repelling curses and creatures like 
the boggart, a manifestation of one’s 
worst fear. In the books, this is done 
with a Patronus — a sort of spiritual 
guardian in the form of an animal. 
On Nov. 16, the children learned that 
prayer can be its own kind of Patronus 
when fear becomes overwhelming.

Th en it was time for Quidditch, the 
sport described in detail in the series that 
is played for real by enthusiasts.

“We had a college Quidditch team 
come and teach them Quidditch in the 
plaza,” Miles said. “Th e Bay Area Break-
ers came, brought all the equipment, and 
were willing and young enough to run 
around with small kids all day.”

Th at was followed by a wand-making 

class, in which the kids could choose the 
materials for the wand based on parts of 
their personalities.

“It’s kind of fun to be able to talk 
about spiritual gifts in that way, to talk 
about what are the things that you have 
that we can amplify as good,” Miles said.

And since Hogwarts students take 
Potions classes, the children then learned 
about another kind of supernatural 
transformation: the Eucharist. Th e Rev. 
Kyle Oliver, who has developed a set of 
cards that break down elements of the 

liturgy to explain them more fully, 
“walked the kids through the entire 
Eucharistic prayer, explaining all of 
the little magic pieces,” Miles said.

“And then we had a closing Eu-
charist and a group photo. Every-
body went home happy!”

In her sermon at the Eucharist, 
the Rev. lindy Bunch, priest in 
charge at Trinity St. Peter’s in San 
Francisco, focused on Dobby, a lowly 
enslaved elf who ends up making the 
ultimate sacrifi ce to save Harry and 
his friends. She connected his story 
to Romans 8, which talks about how 
Christ frees all from bondage and 

ends with the famous passage: “For I am 
convinced that neither death nor life, 
neither angels nor demons, neither the 
present nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor anything 
else in all creation, will be able to sepa-
rate us from the love of God.”

“We’re not teaching them that there 
are bad things in the world. Th ey already 
know that,” Miles said. “But we’re giving 
them tools and emotional help to stick 
together, to fi ght, [to] hope. We’re giving 
them hope.”   n

Now through December 31,  
your donation will be matched 
dollar-for-dollar. The Million Dollar 
Match will benefit the Global Needs 
Fund, enabling Episcopal Relief & 
Development to work with local 
partners to fight hunger, poverty, 
disaster and disease while making a 
measurable impact in three signature 
priorities: women, children and 
climate.

Double your gift today!  
Visit support.episcopalrelief.org  
or call 1.855.312.4325
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SPREAD DOUBLE THE JOY

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT
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Diff erent materials for making wands are avail-
able at Harry Potter Day.

the episcopal church welcomes you

All Saints • Safford
928-348-9430
saints.azdiocese.org

All Saints of the Desert • Sun City 
623-974-8404
www.desertsaints.azdiocese.org

All Saints’ Church & Day School •
Phoenix 
602-279-5539 
allsaintsoncentral.org

Christ Church of the Ascension • 
Paradise Valley 
602-840-8210 
www.ccaaz.org

Christ the King • Tucson 
520-297-2551 
www.ctktucson.org

Church of Our Saviour • Lakeside 
928-537-7830 
churchofoursaviourwm.org

Church of St. Matthew • Tucson 
520-298-9782 
stmatthew.azdiocese.org

Church of the Advent • 
Sun City West 
623-584-0350 
adventaz.org

Church of the Apostles • Oro Valley 
520-544-9660 
www.ovapostles.org

Church of the Epiphany • Flagstaff 
928-774-2911 
www.epiphanyaz.org

Church of the Epiphany • Tempe
 480-968-4111
 www.epiphany-tempe.org

Church of the Nativity • Scottsdale 
480-307-9216 
www.nativityscottsdale.org 

Church of the Transfiguration • 
Mesa 
480-986-1145 
www.transfiguration-mesa.org

Emmaus Church Plant • Surprise
623-340-7474
www.emmausepiscopal.org

Good Shepherd of the Hills • 
Cave Creek 
480-488-3283 
www.goodshepherdaz.org

Grace Church • Lake Havasu City 
928-855-2525 
www.grace-episcopal.net

Grace St. Paul’s • Tucson 
520-327-6857 
www.gsptucson.org

Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo • 
Phoenix
602-255-0602 
www.sanpablo.azdiocese.org

Resurrection Church • Gilbert
480-719-5343
www.resurrectiongilbert.org

SS Philip & James • Morenci 
928-348-9430
www.philipandjames.azdiocese.org

Santa Maria • Phoenix
602-350-4688
www.santamaria.azdiocese.org 

St. Alban’s • Tucson 
520-296-0791
www.stalbansaz.org

St. Alban’s • Wickenburg 
928-684-2133 
www.stalbanswickenburg.com

St. Andrew’s • Glendale 
623-846-8046 
www.standrewsglendale.azdiocese.org

St. Andrew’s • Nogales 
520-281-1523 
www.standrewsaz.org

St. Andrew’s • Sedona 
928-282-4457 
www.saint-andrews.org

St. Andrew’s • Tucson 
520-622-8318 
www.standrewstucson.azdiocese.org

St. Anthony on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-451-0860 
www.st-anthony.net

St. Augustine’s • Tempe 
480-967-3295 
staugustinetempe.org

St. Barnabas on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-948-5560 
www.saintbarnabas.org

St. Christopher’s • Sun City 
623-972-1109 
www.stchristophers-az.org

St. Francis-in-the-Valley • 
Green Valley 
520-625-1370 
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

St. George’s • Holbrook 
928-524-2361 
www.stgeorge.azdiocese.org

St. James the Apostle • Tempe 
480-345-2686 
www.stjamestempe.org

St. John the Baptist • Glendale 
623-582-5449 
www.stjohnsaz.org

St. John’s • Bisbee 
520-432-7006 
stjohnsbisbee.com

St. John’s • Globe 
928-425-5160 
stjohnsglobe.org

St. John’s Episcopal-Lutheran 
Congregation • Williams 
928-635-2781 
stjohnswilliamsaz.org

St. Luke’s • Prescott 
928-778-4499 
www.stlukesprescott.church

St. Luke’s at the Mountain • Phoenix 
602-276-7318 
www.stlukesatthemountainchurch.com

St. Mark’s • Mesa 
480-964-5820 
www.stmarksmesa.org

St. Mary’s • Phoenix 
602-354-7540 
www.stmarysphoenix.org

St. Matthew’s • Chandler 
480-899-7386 
www.saintmatthewschurch.org

St. Michael & All Angels • Tucson 
520-886-7292 
www.smallangelstucson.org

St. Michael’s • Coolidge 
520-723-3845 
www.stmichaelscoolidge.com

St. Paul the Apostle 
Sudanese Church • Phoenix 
602-253-4094 
www.stpaulsapostle.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Payson 
928-474-3834 
www.stpaulspayson.org

St. Paul’s • Tombstone  
www.stpauls.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Winslow 
928-289-3851 
www.stpaulsmission.azdiocese.org

St. Peter’s • Litchfield Park 
623-935-3279 
www.stpetersaz.com

St. Peter’s • Casa Grande 
520-836-7693 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson 
520-299-6421 
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson 
520-586-4335 
www.straphael.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas 
520-364-7971 
www.ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix 
602-840-0437 
www.ststephens.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista 
520-458-4432 
www.ststephensaz.org

St. Thomas • Clarkdale 
928-634-8593 
www.stthomas.azdiocese.org

Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix 
602-254-7126 
www.azcathedral.org

Trinity Church • Kingman 
928-753-5658 
www.trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry • 
Flagstaff 
830-433-7858 
www.azecm.org/canterbury

Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU • 
Tempe 
480-967-3295 
www.azecm.org/tempe 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A • 
Tucson 
520-623-7575 
www.azecm.org/tucson

Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus 
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation
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For the most up-to-date information about events in the Diocese, church resources, news, 
church & clergy directories, and more, visit the Diocesan website at www.azdiocese.org.

find us at AZDIOCESE
on twitter & facebook

BISHOP REDDALL’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

January
1/5 | Church of the Apostles, Oro Valley

1/12 | St. Luke’s at the Mountain, Phoenix
1/19 | St. Anthony on the Desert, Scottsdale

1/19 | Harbor Church Missional Community, Phoenix 
1/26 | St. Augustine’s, Tempe

February
2/2 | All Saints, Safford

2/2 | SS Philip & James, Morenci 
2/9 | St. James the Apostle, Tempe

2/13 | Community of St. Mary of the Annunciation, Tempe
2/23 | Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A, Tucson

March
3/1 | Church of the Nativity, Scottsdale

3/22 | St. Andrew’s, Sedona
3/29 | Good Shepherd of the Hills, Cave Creek

*The schedule above is subject to change.

Our Mission

We exist to encourage and connect leaders as they grow Christ’s church

Existimos para animar y conectar líderes a medida que crecen la iglesia de Cristo

The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona

114 W. Roosevelt Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85003
602.254.0976 tel
602.495.6603 fax


