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SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions of original 
articles, photographs, and event fly-
ers. Submissions must pertain in 
some way to The Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona or one of its churches. 
It is advised to check with the 
editor prior to submitting, to ensure 
your materials fit thematically 
and that there is space. All 
submissions must be sent via 
e-mail to Nicole Krug, Editor, at 
nicole@azdiocese.org. Include your 
name, congregation, and phone 
number. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for length, 
clarity and accuracy. The magazine 
does not provide compensation 
for submissions.

DISTRIBUTION

All households of The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona should receive the 
AZ Episcopalian magazine. If you 
are not currently receiving it, or if 
you need to change your delivery 
address, please contact your church 
administrator. Each congregation 
manages their own subscriptions.

information about these and other events online at azdiocese.org

events around the diocese APRIL - JUNE 2021

  APRIL

APRIL 1                                                                            
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

APRIL 2                                                                             
Good Friday – Diocesan Office Closed 

APRIL 3                                                                            
Produce on Wheels Without Waste | ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, GLENDALE

Holy Saturday Distance Quiet Day, Online | PROVINCE VIII YOUNG 

ADULT AND CAMPUS MINISTRIES

APRIL 5                                                                            
Easter Monday – Diocesan Office Closed    
APRIL 10                                                                            
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

Quiet Day | ST. BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

APRIL 13                                                                             
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

APRIL 15                                                                             
Exploring Poetry as a Spiritual Practice | ST. BARNABAS ON THE 

DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

APRIL 16-17                                                                          
Best Skills Best Churches – Fundraising Aspects of Stewardship | 
ONLINE

APRIL 17                                                                          
Council for Native American Ministry Meeting | ONLINE

APRIL 24                                                                            
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

APRIL 27                                                                          
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Sharing | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

  MAY

MAY 1                                                                             
Produce on Wheels Without Waste | ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, GLENDALE

Ordination to the Priesthood of The Rev. Devin Gillespie | ALL 

SAINTS, SAFFORD 

MAY 2                                                                             
Southern Area Diocesan Confirmation | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON 

MAY 6                                                                             
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON 

MAY 8                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

Quiet Day | ST. BARNABAS ON THE DESERT, SCOTTSDALE

MAY 11                                                                              
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

MAY 15                                                                              
Council for Native American Ministry Meeting | ONLINE

Central Area Diocesan Confirmation Service | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

MAY 22                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

MAY 23                                                                              
Northern Area Diocesan Confirmation Service | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 

MAY 23                                                                                               
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Sharing | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

MAY 30 - JUNE 5                                                                               
Summer Camp Session 1 | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 

MAY 31                                                                                                                                            
Memorial Day – Diocesan Office Closed

  JUNE

JUNE 3                                                                                       
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

JUNE 5                                                                               
Diocesan Diaconal Ordination Service | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

JUNE 6-12                                                                               
Summer Camp Session 2 | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT

JUNE 8                                                                               
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

JUNE 13                                                                                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

JUNE 13-19                                                                               
Summer Camp Session 3 | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 

JUNE 20-26                                                                               
Summer Camp Session 4 | CHAPEL ROCK, PRESCOTT 

JUNE 22                                                                                                
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Sharing | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE 

JUNE 26                                                                                    
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

**Due to COVID-19 restrictions, events listed may be cancelled or moved online. Please check directly with each church.**
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az clergy news
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Appointments
The Rev. Bruce Jackson is now the 
Interim at St. Anthony on the Desert 
(Scottsdale).

The Rev. Dave Rickert is now the 
Interim at St. John the Baptist 
(Glendale).

Departures
The Rev. Hank Tuell has accepted 
a call as the Priest-in-Charge of St. 
John’s Episcopal Church in Staten 
Island, NY.

Obituaries
The Rev. Bev Edminster died. Deacon 
Bev served at St. Philip’s In The Hills 
(Tucson) before retiring in 2016.

The Rev. Bob Harvey died. Rev. Harvey 
last served in our diocese as an 
Associate at Church of the Apostles 
(Oro Valley).

The Rev. Bill Martin died. Deacon Bill 
last served at Church of St. Matthew 
(Tucson) before retiring in 2014.

The Rev. Michael Meyers died. 
Deacon Michael last served at 
St. Michael and All Angels (Tucson) 
before retiring in 2017.

“Bishop, what 
do you think the 
church will be like 
after the pandemic 
ends?”

I cannot count the 
number of times I 

have been asked that question.

There are some obvious technical 
answers to the question of what the 
church will look like after the pan-
demic: live-streaming worship and 
Zoom/hybrid meetings are here to 
stay for most of our congregations. 
Some congregations have grown and 
flourished and grown closer during the 
last year. Others have struggled and 
will emerge smaller and with greater 
financial challenges. People are tired: 
clergy, lay leaders, staff members, all 
of us. And we are going to need time 
to recover our capacity to rest, be re-
freshed, and move from leading during 
a crisis to leading in a new manifesta-
tion of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

BY THE RT REV JENNIFER A REDDALL 
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

Bishop Reddall’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to 
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Nicole Krug at 
nicole@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.

SIGN UP

I’m more curious about a bigger set of 
theological and pastoral questions:

How have we been changed by our 
shared experience of suffering, iso-
lation, loss, grief, and stress? How 
have those changes altered our faith, 
our relationships, and our practice of 
ministry? How do we know the Gos-
pel more intimately having had this 
experience? What is the Good News 
that the God’s beloved people need to 
hear as we collectively emerge from 
this trauma? What does that mean 
for our life of prayer, sacrament, and 
ministry? What are the structures 
that we need to develop in order to 
support this new moment in follow-
ing Jesus Christ? And finally, what are 
the structures, ministries, and prac-
tices that we need to let go of in order 
to thrive in the Church as God would 
have it be today?

As Easter arrives, we are remind-
ed that in the resurrected life, Jesus 
was somehow different than he was 
before the crucifixion. Whether it is 
Mary Magdalene mistaking him for 
the gardener, or the apostles encoun-

NEXT CHURCH
tering him on the shores of Galilee, 
or two of the disciples on the road 
to Emmaus, Jesus looks different to 
those who love him. He is still Jesus—
but he is not the same.

I believe the church will emerge 
from the pandemic in some resur-
rected form that is contiguous with 
the church of the last 2000 years. But 
it will look different. We will simul-
taneously carry open wounds of this 
trauma and be full of new life. My 
prayer is that with the apostles, we 
will find the way to heed Jesus’ com-
mandment to go and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 

HOLY SATURDAY DISTANCE QUIET DAY
Does your life feel like you never stop? What would it feel like to just take a day 
and stop, and be? Receive the Zoom link to attend the Quiet Day by signing up 
at: www.lcmcanterbury.org/event-details/holy-saturday-distance-quiet-day.

Young Adult and Campus Ministries of Province VIII will gather, at a distance, 
for a day of prayer.

Times of reflective prayer will be offered at 9:00a, 10:30a, 12:00p, 2:00p, and 
3:30p via Zoom.

Participants will curate their own quiet day activities to take up during the 
four 'hours' between our times of prayer. This can be a time for spiritual 
journaling and reading, meditation, gentle yoga, or any reflective activity for 
personal refreshment.

WANT MORE INFORMATION? EMAIL THE REV. BEN GARREN AT ECMTUCSON@GMAIL.COM.

Photo: Pixabay.com
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BY TOM CARLSON, 
NWI EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Ten miles from St. John’s Episcopal 
Church in Bisbee, the COVID-19 
epidemic triggered crippling food 
shortages in the border town of Naco, 
Mexico, population 6,000. Some fami-
lies lost their breadwinners to the ill-
ness; many others lost all 
income. The result: 
no money to buy food 
for months. Isolated 
seniors were saved 
only when neighbors 
discovered their star-
vation. Small children 
pick up any odd jobs 
for pennies to help 
their families. There 
are no food banks.

Since 2004, when 
St. John’s members 
helped found the Naco 
Wellness Initiative 
(NWI), the town has 
gained two health 
clinics, three school 
gardens and 140 family 
gardens as part of the 
nonprofit’s effort to 
battle widespread 
malnutrition, diabetes 
and other chronic 
diseases.

In 2020, NWI clinics 
continued to provide 
limited blood pressure 
and blood sugar monitoring, physical 
therapy, medical equipment loans 
and medical aid. Daily exercise classes 
for adults have restarted. Education 
classes for elementary students and 
socialization wellness programs for 
the elderly will soon resume. Clinics 
Director Lupita Sanchez and the NWI 
staff are giving COVID shots as they 
are available. 

This spring, NWI, an Episcopal Jubi-
lee Ministry, is taking a big growth 
step, planting a one-acre, organic plot 
called San Jose Community Farm. 
The land gift of Naco businessman 
Tavo Martan will one day expand to 
four tilled acres. “Our school and 
family gardens were a main source of 
food for hundreds of people last fall. 
We shared as much as we could,” 

said NWI Executive Director Tom Carl-
son. “With this farm and lots of Naco 
volunteers, under the direction of 
Norma Bernabe, NWI Garden Programs 
Director, we’re expecting to help 
over 2,000 people this year. Work-
ing together with the community, 
we can collectively provide access to 
a reliable and sustainable source of 
healthy food.”

The initial acre is being tilled into 60, 
50-foot beds that will sprout squashes, 
melons, corn, tomatoes, and 24 other 
rotating crops nearly year-round. Two 
compost pits that can produce 40 to 
50 gallons of organic liquid fertilizer a 
month are close by. Surrounding ev-
erything, volunteers are erecting a 984-
foot living, ocotillo fence. 

In April, NWI’s 
small local staff 
will lead the plant-
ing, using a walk-
behind tractor. A 
new 12,000-foot drip 
irrigation system in-
cluding a 3,000-gal-
lon storage tank will 
feed and water the 
plants. Both were 
donated by Love of 
Christ Foundation.

NWI supplies all 
tools, seed, irriga-
tion, natural fertil-
izer and gardening 
instruction for all 
gardens. Students 
from Barrett, The 
Honors College at 
Arizona State Uni-
versity’s Global 
Resolve Program 
created the grow-
ing plan for the soil 
conditions. 

“We’re looking forward to getting 
back to normal, but we’re also going 
to focus on year-round gardening this 
year,” Carlson said. “That’s how we 
can produce the most nutritional 
benefits with our neighbors.”

“Naco Wellness provides a unique 
opportunity to experience the sense 
of being one community, like there 
was here before the wall,” said Rev. 

HELPING LIFE SAVING GARDEN GROW
John Caleb Collins, Vicar of St. John’s 
in Bisbee and St. Stephen’s in Doug-
las. “Its focus on supporting food se-
curity and community development 
has brought the Diocese of Arizona 
to the frontlines of border ministry, 
cooperating with our partners on the 
Mexican side.”

To support NWI, visit the website: 
www.nacowellness.org or email 
nacowellness@gmail.com. 

NWI Staff

First plowing of the one-acre plot

Trenching for the drip irrigation system

Constructing the live Ocotillo fence

 NWI Garden Director, Norma 
Bernabe, transplanting seedlings



Bishop Reddall delivers equipment 
to Grace Church (Lake Havasu City)
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COMMUNITY DRIVEN STREAMING & DIGITAL MINISTRY IN 
THE TIME OF COVID-19  |  2021 UPDATE OF THE UTO GRANT

BY MARY HOVDEN, 
ST. JAMES THE APOSTLE (TEMPE)
UTO GRANT PROJECT LEAD

Since our last article in the Winter 
2021 issue, there has been a great deal 
of progress in moving the implemen-
tation of our United Thank Offering 
(UTO) grant funds of $24,873 forward. 
After ordering streaming hardware 
for the first 13 congregations partici-
pating in the grant, we found that we 
could add additional congregations 
because of efficient ordering and cost 
savings. So with the blessing of UTO 
and Bishop Reddall, we added the
following five congregations to the 
scope of our grant:

Congregations added to the UTO 
Grant in 2021:
ST. ANDREW’S, NOGALES
GRACE CHURCH, LAKE HAVASU CITY
ST. ANDREW’S, GLENDALE
CHURCH OF THE TRANSFIGURATION, MESA
ST. MICHAEL’S, COOLIDGE

As of submission of this article, all 18 
participating congregations have re-
ceived their streaming hardware and 
over 2/3 have used the equipment to 
stream their services. The UTO Grant 
User’s Group meets via Zoom on a 
regular basis and in these meetings, 
we share best practices, tips and tech-
niques, how to get started, things to 
avoid, etc. Even though we’re meeting 
virtually, the collaboration, support, 
goodwill and spirit of the Lord is pres-
ent at each of our meetings. We know 

how blessed we all are to be a part of 
this impactful effort!

The implementation project team 
also developed a website so that all 
project information, installation re-
sources, photos, etc. can be shared 
with the UTO Grant User’s Group and 
also with other congregations who 
are struggling to find technology tools 
to better reach congregants during 
COVID-19. Each participating congre-
gation has their own page in order to 
chronicle their streaming journey and 
it’s amazing to see the progress from 
receipt of hardware to implementation!

For those recipients that have started 
streaming their services, we’ve 
received many positive comments:

“In addition to live streaming our Sunday 
worship services, we now stream Evening 
Prayer and Noonday Prayer. Our new 
streaming installation makes the services 
available to the largest number of our 
parishioners who have varying degrees of 
tech savviness.”

“Our new streaming hardware was 
super easy to set-up and use. We’ve 
heard from our parishioners how much 
better the sound and picture are; it’s been 
a neat experience!”

“The new camera (Mevo Start) was very 
easy to set-up and use and I loved the 
support from St. James and the UTO 
grant user’s group!”

“Congregants like the enhanced video and 
sound; the new equipment allows people 
to be more engaged and promotes a 
‘liturgy of presence’.” 

“The new equipment keeps me from 
‘burning up my phone’ which I previously 
used to record our worship services!”

The United Thank Offering (UTO) has 
been amazing in their support of our ef-
fort. The following is from their website: 

The United Thank Offering (UTO) is 
a ministry of The Episcopal Church 
for the mission of the whole church. 
Through UTO, individuals are invited 
to embrace and deepen a personal 
daily spiritual discipline of gratitude. 
UTO encourages people to notice the 
good things that happen each day, 
give thanks to God for those bless-
ings and make an offering for each 
blessing using a UTO Blue Box. UTO 
is entrusted to receive the offer-
ings, and to distribute the 100% of 
what is collected to support innova-
tive mission and ministry throughout 
The Episcopal Church and Provinces 
of the Anglican Communion. For 
more info, go to the UTO website at 
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/
united-thank-offering.

IMAGES BELOW
Left: Canon Vasquez preaches at St. Andrew’s 
(Glendale) 
Left/Center: A reader at St. James the Apostle (Tempe)
Right/Center: Bishop Reddall gets ready for service at 
St. Alban’s (Wickenburg) 
Right: Deacon Gillespie and parishioners set up their 
equipment at SS Philip & James (Morenci)
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BY THE REV. CANON PAM HYDE, 
CANON FOR CREATION CARE

When I began as the Canon for Cre-
ation Care a little over a year ago, the 
most common question I got from 
congregations in the diocese was, 
“Can you help us get solar for our 
church?” It was a question that I was 
thrilled to hear! Our continued use of 
fossil fuels is one of the greatest driv-
ers of our changing climate, which 
in turn is one of the greatest threats 
our planet has ever faced. If we are to 
be faithful caretakers of God’s gift of 
the Earth, which was created, loved 
and placed into our keeping by the Al-
mighty, we must address this climate 
crisis. Transitioning to renewable en-
ergy is a life-giving way of doing it.

Solar energy is the most abundant en-
ergy resource on earth. According to 

the U.S. Department of Energy, 173,000 
terawatts of solar energy strikes the 
Earth continuously — more than 
10,000 times the world's total energy 
use. And fortunately, the cost of solar 
has fallen over 20% over the past five 
years, making a move to solar easier.

All of these factors led to the decision 
to find a way to answer the question 
I’d been getting with a resounding 
“Yes!” Following the lead of a few 
other dioceses, we developed a 
diocesan-level program that would 
facilitate the installation of solar pan-
els on as many interested churches 
as possible. Through the Harvesting 
the Sun program, the diocese is com-
mitted to not only support and assist 
churches as they seek to transition 
to this abundant source of clean en-
ergy, but to provide something of real 
value to them and to share the work. 

HARVESTING THE SUN: 
EXPLORING SOLAR FOR YOUR CHURCH

Furthermore, the program is designed 
with the goal of eliminating up-front 
payments and spreading out costs 
over time, making participation an 
option for more churches.

The first step is to identify the 
churches that wish to investigate 
this opportunity. We invite all of you 
to explore the potential for making 
the solar transition at your church 
through the Harvesting the Sun pro-
gram! No commitment to obtain so-
lar is required at this point — just a 
desire to see what’s possible. If your 
church hasn’t already accepted the 
invitation to explore further and 
wishes to do so, please email me at 
pam@azdiocese.org.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT: 
creation.azdiocese.org/solar.html or 
email Canon Pam: pam@azdiocese.org.

BY THE REV. CANON JANA SUNDIN, 
CANON FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH AND
DEANNA FAIR, SUMMER CAMP MANAGER

We missed camp so much last year 
and are excited to share that we are 
open for camp this summer. We can’t 
wait to have campers join us again 
at Chapel Rock! We have developed 
COVID-19 safety protocols using local, 
state, and federal guidelines to keep 
campers and staff safe. Campers will 
remain in cabin pods for the week 
and will wear masks for all indoor 
activities except eating and sleeping. 
Read more about safety protocols on 
our newly renovated website: 
chapelrock.net!

This year, we will be focusing on 
friendship, community, and the cour-
age to be yourself. We will spend 
each week in fun, music, art, games, 
prayer, and outdoor adventure, and 
our time together will be guided by 
Parker Palmer’s Habits of the Heart, 
working toward the following goals:

• Recognizing that we are all in this 
together 
• Developing an appreciation of the 
value of “otherness”
• Holding tension in life-giving ways, 
staying in relationship through 
disagreement
• Developing a sense of personal voice 
and agency
• Cultivating the capacity to create 
community
• Hearing and reflecting that all these 
goals are part of God’s vision for the 
world, and we do everything with 
the help and companionship of Jesus 
through the power of the Holy Spirit

Please tell everyone you know between 
the ages of 5 and 18 about summer 
camp at Chapel Rock, and please give 
generously to support Chapel Rock’s 
commitment to accepting every 
camper, regardless of ability to pay.

THE ROAD BACK TO CAMP. BE HERE. BE YOU. BE CAMP.
Finally, Summer Family Camp, for 
households of any shape or size, with 
or without kids, is July 1-4! Visit the 
website for more information.

CAMP AT A GLANCE
Session 1 – May 30-June 5
6th grade (completed) through 
high school

Session 2 – June 6-12
6th grade (completed) through 
high school + WILD

Session 3 – June 13-19
3rd through 6th grade (completed) + 
ABC and Mini Camp + WILD

Session 4 – June 20-26
3rd through 6th grade (completed) 
+ WILD

Summer Family Camp – July 1-4

See you this summer!



100 West Roosevelt Street  

Phoenix, AZ   602-254-7126     

trinitymusicaz.org 

MUSIC AT TRINITY 

 Spring 2021 Virtual  
 Concert Series

 Musical  
 Art in a 
 Cathedral 
  setting

trinitymusicaz.org is your portal to experience the 2021 spring concerts, calendar, artist 

biographies, and more. Be social with the latest, connect with us on  . 

 

About the Music At Trinity Program 

Music at Trinity sponsors a wide range of artists and musical programs in performance at the 

Cathedral for the benefit of the greater Phoenix community. Artists range from internationally-

recognized performers to fantastic local talent; well-established groups to newly-formed 

ensembles that hold great promise. Musical offerings include organ concerts and chamber 

music to the very popular Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmastide. 

Virtural concerts are free  

of charge and experienced  

at trinitymusicaz.org

THURSDAY, APRIL 29, 7:00 PM  

Urban Nocturnes  

Music at Trinity chamber music 

ensemble presents a pre recorded 

concert featuring each of the group’s 

distinctive members and guest 

Percussionist Shaun Tilburg. 
 
TRINITYMUSICAZ.ORG/VIRTUAL-CONCERTS

SATURDAY, APRIL 24, 4:00 PM 

Urban Nocturnes - Outdoor Live 

Music at Trinity chamber ensemble 

performs an afternoon concert  

outdoors in the Cathedral’s labyrinth. 

Tickets are $10 and must be purchased 

in advance. No sales at the door. 
 
TRINITYMUSICAZ.ORG/TICKETS
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This monthly feature in the E-pistle 
e-newsletter highlights one of our deacons 
and their ministry.

THE REV. PAMELA BELL
Deacon Pam serves at St. Barnabas on 
the Desert in Scottsdale.

I grew up in Phoenix first attending 
All Saints’, then getting married at 
Christ Church of the Ascension. I am 
a University of Arizona graduate (3rd 
generation) and spent the next 21 
years moving about the country with 
my husband, Jeff Bell, and three boys. 
I returned home in 2001 and settled at 
St. Barnabas. Over the course of years 
and a number of churches and moves, 
I have been a Sunday school teacher, 
VBS director, Stephen’s Minister, LEM, 
Altar Guild Director, Grief Counselor, 
and am a certified Spiritual Director.

While participating in EfM (Education 
for Ministry), the call to be a Spiritual 
Director occurred. So for two years, 
I simultaneously completed EfM and 
a two-year course for spiritual direc-
tors. At the end of this training, I 
recognized that I could no longer 
ignore my true calling, that of becom-
ing a deacon.

In June 2019, I was ordained and 
began serving at St. Barnabas sup-
porting Parish Life Ministries and 
Pastoral Care Ministries. This was a 
wonderful combination of working 
with both my church community and 
the community at large. I re-engaged 
in spiritual direction, after taking 
two years off during Deacon Forma-
tion. I joined with clergy leader-
ship to provide needed pastoral care 
and spiritual direction, both within 
St. Barnabas and the community. I 
became involved with our Commu-
nity of Hope chaplaincy, supporting 
our lay chaplains in their mission of 
pastoral care.

Then COVID-19 happened, and I 
entered a period of redefining what 
my roles with my parish were to be. 
Pastoral care changed dramatically 
overnight. With many in our com-
munity in lock down, and those who 
were vulnerable unable to go out, we 
opened up a new ministry. Instead 
of deploying our lay chaplains for in 
person visits, we now had a parish 
wide call list. We reached out to our 
older population, identifying needs. 

From there we maintained weekly, bi-
weekly or monthly contact, depend-
ing on their needs. Pastoral care now 
became a phone ministry and a card 
ministry. We connected, as best we 
could, sometimes helping people out 
to access the internet and join in on-
line services and Zoom meetings and 
classes. For those who did not have 
the desire to do the technology, we 
continued making contact via phone 
and snail mail. What was thought to 
be just a few months has now entered 
a year of new ways of pastoral care. 

This was also the case in Parish Life. 
Mission trips were cancelled. Feeding 
the homeless was cancelled. Hosting 

Family Promise was cancelled. Parish-
wide gatherings were cancelled. Every-
thing ground to a halt, but our com-
munity needs did not. Together with 
staff and clergy, we began a monthly 
food drive which has provided tons 
of food and monetary support for our 
local food banks. We figured out how 
to support East Valley Men’s Center 
and Family Promise in new and safe 
ways. Even our monthly Episco-
pal Church Women (ECW) lunches, 
became Zoom lunches with friends 
joining us from all over the country.

Change does not need to be treated as 
a four-letter word; and the pandemic 
has definitely changed the way I do 
things. Each day brings new challeng-
es and new skills to learn to keep my 
community connected. Pivoting and 
opening new doorways has provided 
me with an opportunity to further 
grow spiritually, and to share in God’s 
love and kingdom.

DEACON BEACON

PUPPY ALERT
Bishop Reddall announces the new 
member of her family (and recent 
birthday present for her son, Nate). 
Welcome to the diocesan family, Star!

A boy and his dog – Nate and Star.
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BY NICOLE A. KRUG, 
CANON FOR MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS

This past year has been a challenge 
for individuals and churches alike. 
Numerous people lost jobs and many 
congregations, being limited to online 
worship for months, have struggled to 
reach their stewardship goals.
However, two churches in our 
diocese have found a way to 
prosper by being innovative 
during this time.

SMALL CHURCH 
ACHIEVEMENT…
For Rev. Byron Mills, Vicar of 
St. John’s (Globe), the 2020 
campaign began in November 
2019 by presenting a sermon 
on stewardship and handing 
out pledge cards to those in 
attendance. But, he says, “we 
had no idea what the next 
year was going to hold.” His 
initial concern was only for 
the first couple of weeks, and 
then he thought the church 
building would re-open.

For years, he’s watched parishioners 
at his small church – where the aver-
age Sunday attendance is about 40 – 
quickly write their checks during the 
offertory and drop them into the plate. 
Without in-person worship, he be-
came very concerned about what they 
were going to do regarding finances. 
He feared his parishioners would think 
the church didn’t need money since 
the building wasn’t open.

He began praying every day that “God 
would give us direction and wisdom 
and move the hearts of the people.” 
He knew there was no model that 
someone else had created before CO-
VID that could be used.

Even though he wasn’t familiar with 

using technology to lead worship, a 
parishioner taught him how to record 
Morning Prayer on his phone and 
post it in the church’s Facebook 
group (www.facebook.com/groups/
stjohnsglobe). For three months, he 
connected with his flock from his 
dining room table. But more than just

posting the videos, he’s responded to 
the all comments and questions of 
those who watched. He also reached 
out to those who were tuning in for 
the first time. Mills began hearing 
from personal Facebook friends who 
were not part of his congregation 
about his services and he realized, 
“if one person thinks it’s good, they’ll 
pass it on.”

As the months passed, the number of 
people watching online grew and soon 
they were averaging 122 people watch-
ing per service. Last year’s Easter live-
streamed service was viewed by 246 
people (St. John’s only has about 120 
members). “The internet has been a 
godsend for those who faithfully fol-
low us,” Mills commented.

In the small town of Globe, not every-
one is online. Approximately 90% of 
the church’s members live within a 
15-mile radius of St. John’s. Six differ-
ent times in 2020, Mills put togeth-
er packets in manila envelopes and 
went to every parishioner’s house to 
deliver them. All packets contained 

a Forward Day-by-Day 
booklet, a pastoral let-
ter, a monthly prayer 
list, and an updated 
church directory (which 
he asked people to use to 
contact two people and 
see how they were do-
ing). Depending on when 
he made the deliveries, 
he also included a small 
bag of ashes, palms, an 
Easter Sunday prayer 
card, a dishtowel for each 
women for Mother’s Day, 
or a coffee cup for the 
men at Father’s Day. He 
never went into houses – 
instead meeting parish-
ioners in their front yard 
– in order to keep himself 
and others safe.

Mills created a general stewardship 
brochure as a theological and teach-
ing tool (including how to be a good 
steward and how to make a pledge), 
but never directly asked for donations 
during online services. Nevertheless, 
the funds continued to come in from 
members and new online watchers. 
At the end of 2020, as St. John’s was 
preparing their annual financial re-
port, the final numbers showed they 
had a 20% increase in giving from the 
previous year!

On March 7, 2021, St. John’s wor-
shiped in-person for the first time 
since the pandemic began. Mills cred-
its their success to God’s grace. “He 
responds to the needs that we have.”

TUCSON CHURCH 
ACCOMPLISHMENT…
Similarly, Rev. Rick Wilson, Rector 
of Church of St. Matthew (Tucson) 
shared that their leadership typically 
looks at the previous two years and 
makes projections for the next year’s 
budget. In November 2019, their 2020 
budget was in place. He stressed that 
they do not have a “budget-based 
stewardship campaign.” He encour-
ages “gratitude giving – because it all 
belongs to God.”

In 2020, St. Matthew met using Zoom 
with anywhere from 40-60 house-
holds participating. They also began 
posting recorded services on their 
YouTube channel because the band-
width in the sanctuary wasn’t strong 
enough to support livestreaming. St. 
Matthew didn’t have in-person wor-
ship until September 20. Wilson dis-
covered the young families liked the 
YouTube services because they could 
watch them whenever it was con-
venient. To keep the 20 members of 

STEWARDSHIP SUCCESSES DURING A PANDEMIC
their parish who don’t have internet 
service engaged, the church mailed a 
hardcopy of Wilson’s homily text to 
them every week. He has heard ap-
preciation from those who received 
the mailings.

Knowing that the church’s technology 
would need to be upgraded to accom-
modate hybrid worship, an electronic 
evangelism fund was established. One 
household gave an initial gift of $500 
and they are continuing with $100 per 
month. This allowed St. Matthew to 
purchase a Mevo camera and work 
with their internet provider to increase 
the connection speed and strength.

Prior to the pandemic, St. Matthew’s 
average Sunday in-person attendance 
had been more than 100. Wilson 
says, “We did what we could to re-
main connected to our parishioners.” 
He credits a team effort of people 
extending themselves to maintain 
ministries and get other things done. 
And the work paid off. In the past six 
months, St. Matthew has welcomed 

six new people who have become in-
volved and active in ministry. Wilson 
emphasized that “the church isn’t the 
building; it’s all of us together.”

Although there were many parishio-
ners who mailed paper checks to the 
office, Wilson saw a strong response to 
online giving. He said he has only mini-
mally encouraged parishioners to keep 
their pledges current. “People have 
been responding,” he commented.

By the end of 2020, they were able to 
end the year close to the same point 
as they had budgeted, despite the 
substantial loss of the plate offering 
and income from building use.

Both churches have discovered what 
an added value online worship provid-
ed and how it enriched their congre-
gations’ offerings to their communi-
ties and beyond. Even more, finding a 
way to stay connected with their each 
other during this pandemic (even if by 
receiving something in the mail) has 
been valuable and necessary.

Two hybrid Sunday services:
PG 12: Rev. Byron Mills at St. John’s (Globe) 
PG 13: Rev. Rick Wilson at Church of St. Matthew (Tucson)



Indicates "Parish" YTD (December) YTD YTD YTD
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2019 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 2020 Income Income (Underpaid)

Benson, St. Raphael's 77,968.34 13,176.65 13,176.66 0.01
Bisbee, St. John's 24,993.73 4,223.94 4,072.71 (151.23)
Casa Grande, St. Peter's 81,914.76 13,843.59 13,843.06 (0.53)
Cave Creek, Good Shepherd 461,166.65 77,937.16 77,937.17 0.01
Chandler, St. Matthew's 778,024.35 131,486.12 131,486.12 0.00
Clarkdale, St. Thomas 65,692.47 11,102.03 11,032.90 (69.13)
Coolidge, St. Michael's 51,629.72 8,725.42 8,725.42 (0.00)
Douglas, St. Stephen's 51,712.32 8,739.38 8,739.38 (0.00)
Flagstaff, Epiphany 298,901.30 50,514.32 49,838.33 (675.99)
Gilbert, Resurrection 64,405.00 10,884.45 10,884.45 0.01
Glendale, St. Andrew's Moved to Mission status 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Glendale, St. John/Baptist 386,688.87 65,350.42 65,550.43 200.01
Globe, St. John's 97,851.26 16,536.86 16,536.86 (0.00)
Green Valley, St. Francis 592,356.36 100,108.22 100,108.19 (0.03)
Holbrook, St. George 21,109.87 3,567.57 3,572.65 5.08
Kingman, Trinity 45,921.81 7,760.79 7,760.67 (0.12)
Lake Havasu City, Grace Moved to Mission status 68,547.85 11,584.59 11,673.90 89.31
Lakeside, Our Saviour 56,021.29 9,467.60 9,467.60 0.00
Litchfield Park. St. Peter's 426,691.27 72,110.82 72,110.81 (0.01)
Mesa, St. Mark's 218,544.19 36,933.97 36,933.97 0.00
Mesa, Transfiguration 224,930.41 38,013.24 33,437.64 (4,575.60)
Morenci, SS Philip & James 5,749.86 971.73 971.73 0.00
Nogales, St. Andrew's 135,216.44 22,851.58 22,851.58 0.00
Oro Valley, Apostles 183,255.02 30,970.10 30,970.11 0.01
Para.Vall., Christ Ch. Asc. 619,917.71 104,766.09 104,766.09 (0.00)
Payson, St. Paul's 147,791.65 24,976.79 24,976.77 (0.02)
Phoenix, Trinity Cathedral 610,412.40 103,159.70 103,159.80 0.10
Phoenix, All Saints' 975,186.55 164,806.53 165,775.69 969.16
Phoenix, St. Luke's @ Mt. 29,062.65 4,911.59 4,911.70 0.11
Phoenix, Santa Maria New Clergy is working with them to start paying Mission Share. 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
Phoenix, St. Mary's 179,189.21 30,282.98 30,282.98 0.00
Phx, St Paul's Sudanese Agreement with Bishop Smith of $1,000 per year/No end specified. 0.00 0.00 1,000.00 1,000.00
Phoenix, St. Stephen's 214,917.70 36,321.09 36,321.09 (0.00)
Phoenix, San Pablo 76,619.77 12,948.74 12,982.50 33.76
Prescott, St. Luke's 596,403.02 100,792.11 100,792.11 (0.00)
Safford, All Saint's 20,202.92 3,414.29 3,414.29 (0.00)
Scottsdale, Nativity 562,333.92 95,034.43 95,034.42 (0.01)
Scottsdale, St Anthony 357,190.78 60,365.24 60,365.23 (0.01)
Scottsdale, St. Barnabas 2,264,043.28 382,623.31 382,623.30 (0.01)
Sedona, St Andrews 216,180.68 36,534.53 36,534.52 (0.01)
Sierra Vista, St Stephen's 161,731.20 27,332.57 27,332.27 (0.30)
Sun City, All Saints' 317,999.13 51,775.84 51,775.85 0.01
Sun City, St. Christopher's 145,202.96 24,539.30 23,211.36 (1,327.94)
Sun City West, Advent 390,914.52 66,064.55 66,064.55 (0.00)
Tempe, Epiphany 613,776.12 103,728.16 103,728.16 (0.00)
Tempe, St. Augustine's 131,306.00 22,190.71 22,204.16 13.45
Tempe, St. James 107,948.09 18,243.23 18,243.23 0.00
Tombstone, St. Paul's 2,366.87 400.00 400.00 (0.00)
Tucson, Christ the King 396,246.53 66,965.66 66,965.65 (0.01)
Tucson, Grace St. Paul's 586,137.57 99,057.25 99,057.26 0.01
Tucson, St. Alban's 420,665.69 71,092.50 71,092.51 0.01
Tucson, St. Andrew's 137,715.36 23,273.90 23,273.89 (0.01)
Tucson, St. Matthew's 184,708.58 31,215.75 31,215.74 (0.01)
Tucson, St. Michael's & All 308,907.39 52,205.35 52,205.36 0.01
Tucson, St. Philip's in the… 1,164,202.10 196,750.15 196,750.14 (0.01)
Wickenburg, St. Alban's 121,024.31 20,453.11 20,453.12 0.01
Williams, St. John's 15,439.03 2,609.20 2,609.19 (0.01)
Winslow, St. Paul's 15,372.92 2,598.02 2,598.04 0.02

16,510,409.75 2,788,293.24 2,783,803.31 (4,489.93)

In Report:  58 Churches (33 Parishes and 25 Missions) Additions to Note:  1 Church Plant (Emmaus), 4 College Chapels
(ASU - Mesa, NAU Canterbury - Flagstaff, ASU  - Tempe, & U of A - Tucson) & 1 Missional Community (Harbor Church)

2020 MISSION SHARE RECEIVABLES REPORT
Monthly Tally with YTD Total - December

Mission Share Reports Received - Activity Month

Totals
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Episcopal churches host  
COVID-19 vaccination clinics

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T
he surge in COVID-19 cases at the 
start of the pandemic a year ago 
hit the New York City area hard, 
with emergency rooms filled to 

capacity and the death toll rising. Among 
the city’s dead were at least 15 members of 
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, a large con-
gregation of African American and Black 
immigrant families in the Bronx.

“We know the impact, the negative 
impact of the pandemic,” the Rev. Pierre-
Andre Duvert, the church’s rector, told 
ENS this week as the world marked one 
year since the pandemic was first declared.

Many of those who got sick from the 
coronavirus were longtime members and 
lay leaders at St. Luke’s. Now, with vacci-
nation efforts ramping up across the Unit-
ed States, St. Luke’s and other Episcopal 
churches are joining other faith-based 
organizations in offering their facilities as 
vaccination sites.

President Joe Biden, in a nationally-
televised address on March 11, announced 
that vaccinations should be made available 
to all Americans who want them starting 
May 1, with the goal of some return to 
normal life by July 4. Face masks, social 
distancing and hand sanitizer are still rec-
ommended to help limit the virus’ spread.

“Just as we were emerging from a dark 
winter into a hopeful spring and summer 
is not the time to not stick with the rules,” 

Biden said. “This is not the 
time to let up.”

Parish leaders and other 
members of St. Luke’s got 
their vaccinations along with 
local residents at the vacci-
nation clinics hosted at the 
church on Jan. 25 and Feb. 
16. Duvert, who was among 
them, said he thinks offer-
ing the church as a host site 
helped send a message that 
community members need 
not fear the vaccinations.

“We are not asking them 
to submit themselves to 
something we are not willing 
to do,” he said. “If we knew 
it was something unsafe, we 
wouldn’t be taking it.”

Given COVID-19’s heavy toll on St. 
Luke’s, the congregation is happy to be 
part of bringing an end to the pandemic, 
though that sense of mission is driven 
by more than the tragedies suffered by 
church members, Duvert said. “St. Luke’s 
is a church that serves the community, 
and even if our congregation was not af-
fected, we would still extend ourselves be-
cause that’s what we do.”

Other Episcopal congregations feel a 
similar sense of mission calling them to 
assist vaccination efforts.

On March 10, the African Episcopal 
Church of St. Thomas in Philadelphia, 
teamed up with Main Line Health to host 

a daylong vaccination clinic at the church, 
“to encourage communities of color to re-
ceive the vaccine following instances in 
history of racism, disparity and inequity 
within the health care system,” according 
to a news release.

The Diocese of Pennsylvania also is 
hosting a clinic for diocesan clergy and 
other essential workers on March 13 at St. 
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Philadelphia.

Last month, about 500 people received 
their vaccinations in a makeshift clinic set 
up in the parking lot of Iglesia Episcopal 
Jesus de Nazaret in Azalea Park, just east of 
Orlando, Fla. “Our church has too many 
COVID funerals,” the Rev. Jose Rodriguez 

continued on page C

Photo/Diocese of Texas

The Diocese of Texas’ St. Vincent’s House hosts a 
COVID-19 vaccination clinic.
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Asian American Episcopalians see Atlanta shootings  
as latest manifestation of racism

By egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopalians of Asian de-
scent are expressing an-
guish, fear and an urgent 
call to end anti-Asian 

racism after a white man alleg-
edly killed eight people, includ-
ing six Asian American women, 
in Atlanta on March 16.

“I am filled with deep sorrow 
over the shootings in Atlanta,” 
Oregon Bishop Diana Akiya-
ma, who became the Episcopal 
Church’s first Asian American 
female bishop on Jan. 30, wrote 
to her diocese.

“When I first heard the news, 
I was speechless. It has taken me 
a while to find the words be-
cause my first reaction was to weep and 
wail,” she said.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry issued 
a statement about the killings.

“Wherever and whenever hatred or 
bigotry rises up and is directed at any child 
of God, we who follow Jesus of Nazareth 
and therefore stand for love, must act,” he 
said. “We must stand up, speak up and 
show up. Today we do so with and for 
our Asian American and Pacific Islander 
brothers, sisters and siblings.”

The shootings again thrust the rac-
ism long experienced by Asian Americans 
into the national spotlight. Reported hate 
crime incidents against Asian Americans 
increased nearly 150% in the largest U.S. 
cities in 2020, according to a California 
State University study.

“There is fear among our Asian Ameri-
can congregations and communities,” 
the Rev. Winfred Vergara, the Episcopal 
Church’s missioner for Asiamerica Minis-
tries, told ENS, pointing to other recent 
attacks on Asian Americans in New York.

The primary cause of the attacks, Ver-
gara said she believes, is the racist rhetoric 
used by former President Donald Trump 
and many of his supporters, blaming the 
COVID-19 pandemic on Chinese peo-
ple. Many Americans, he added, do not 
distinguish among the many different 
Asian cultures, making anyone of Asian 

descent a potential target.
However, he explained, the roots of 

this racism go much deeper; people of 
Asian descent have endured discrimina-
tion and violence as long as they have 
been in America.

The pandemic has exposed the white 
supremacy and racism that have “infected 
the soul of America for centuries,” wrote 
New York Bishop Suffragan Allen K. Shin 
in a statement sent to his diocese.

“It has played out in the racial inequal-
ities with a devastating effect in the lives 
of the people of color in the marginal-
ized and underprivileged communities 
in terms of the COVID infections and 
deaths, of the economic hardship and 
even of the vaccine rollouts,” Shin said.

An 84-year-old man from Thailand 
died after he was slammed to the ground 
in San Francisco, a 61-year-old Filipino 
man was slashed across the face with a box 
cutter while riding the subway in New 
York and a 56-year-old Malaysian man 
was attacked on the street in Chinatown 
in Manhattan.

The Rev. Yein Esther Kim, rector of 
St. Alban’s Episcopal Church in Los An-
geles, also said that COVID-19 amplified 
a long-simmering hatred in American so-
ciety.

“Anti-Asian racism … is not new, but 
the ‘permission’ to openly act on it was 

given since the outbreak of the 
pandemic,” she said. Kim also 
co-leads The Gathering, a min-
istry of the Diocese of Los An-
geles that provides a space for 
Americans of Asian and Pacific 
descent to talk about spiritual-
ity. She told ENS that she has 
been experiencing the hatred 
firsthand.

“Since last year, I myself have 
been avoided [in the] aisles of 
a high-end supermarket and 
screamed at by a [truck driver] 
in front of my house, which 
changed the dynamics of my ev-
eryday living,” she said. 

In the New York borough of 
Queens, Peter Ng, the former 
Asia-Pacific partnership officer 
for the Episcopal Church, has 

seen it too. Since he immigrated to the 
United States from Hong Kong, he has 
never felt afraid to leave his home until 
now. Since he retired, he has made a habit 
of walking around his neighborhood ev-
ery morning. Now he and his wife aren’t 
sure that it’s safe to do that anymore.

“It’s getting more and more serious,” 
he told ENS. “Throughout my 50-plus 
years living in this country, I’ve never ex-
perienced the [anti-Asian] sentiment be-
ing so high.”

The church’s Asian American-focused 
ministries are responding to the increase 
in overt, violent anti-Asian racism and 
the fear that it brings with prayer, pastoral 
care and calls to action.

“The violence in our communities is 
staggering,” Akiyama wrote. “It is difficult 
to resist despair as we struggle with feeling 
helpless. … While reasonable laws about 
owning guns would help protect the in-
nocent, the quest for peace will persist. 
We can legislate for civil peace, but no law 
will help us find spiritual peace … at least 
no human law.”

Kim told ENS that times like this un-
derscore the importance of ministries like 
The Gathering that “provide a safe space to 
talk, unpack and share the pain and anger 
within the Asian American communities.”

“Absolutely there has been a need for 

Photo/Rachel Wisniewski/REUTERS

Melissa Min attends a vigil in Philadelphia with her son 
James in solidarity with the Asian American community 
after increased attacks on the community since the onset of 
the coronavirus pandemic a year ago. 

continued on page C

CSpring 2021    EpiScopal Journal

told WFTV-TV. “We’ve had too many parishioners get sick.”
In Galveston, Texas, the Diocese of Texas’ St. Vincent’s House 

hosted a Feb. 11 clinic at which nearly 100 people got their CO-
VID-19 vaccinations. Also last month, Old North Church in 
Boston opened its doors to neighbors looking to get their shots 
while sitting in the church’s historic pews.

Such clinics, coupled with similar outreach by ecumenical 
partners, aim to offer faith-based support for the American vacci-
nation effort, which this month is averaging more than 2 million 
doses a day, according to data tracked by the New York Times. 
About 64 million people have received at least one dose of a CO-
VID-19 vaccination, or nearly 20% of the U.S. population.

Churches also have assisted community members, especially 

older Americans, in navigating the country’s patchwork of vac-
cine appointment systems. And they have paid special attention 
to the needs of communities of color, which have faced greater 
challenges in accessing the vaccinations than white Americans.

“We must not leave anyone behind,” the Rev. Kenneth Keke 
told Religion News Service. Keke is pastor of St. Brigid Catholic 
Church in Los Angeles, a Black and Latino parish that is par-
ticipating in a two-day pilot project this week to vaccinate 600 
people living within two miles of the church.

“We have to change the story that Blacks and Latinos can’t 
access the vaccine,” Keke said.

St. Luke’s in New York is doing its part to change that story. It 
previously served as a COVID-19 testing site, so when vaccina-
tions became available, public health officials asked the congre-
gation to participate in that campaign as well.

“We want to get as many inoculated as possible,” Duvert said.
He recalled that earlier in the pandemic his assistant spent time 

in the hospital for treatment of COVID-19, as did one of the 
church’s wardens and other parish leaders. The congregation was 
dealt an even heavier blow by the death of Donald Bookal, a long-
time church member who was well known in the community.

Bookal fell ill in March 2020, Duvert said, just as churches 
and other public gathering spaces were beginning to shut down. 
Duvert calls Bookal’s funeral the most difficult he’s had to officiate 
as a priest, made tougher by the constraints on large gatherings.

“We were only allowed to go with a few selected members of 
the family at the gravesite,” Duvert said. If not for the pandemic, 
“it would have been a packed church and a celebration of his life, 
but we never got a chance to do that.”   n

VACCiNe continued from page A
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pastoral care,” said the Rev. Peter Huang, co-leader of The Gath-
ering. “Whenever The Gathering has held events this past year, 
our members have wanted to connect with others to find comfort, 
support and solidarity while living with this ongoing stressor.”

Kim added that her parish has also been a haven of support.
“I am a rector in a white-dominant parish, and I did receive 

overwhelming support from my congregation,” she said. “Not 
only Asians/Asian Americans are reaching out for help and 
pastoral care, but people who are aware of the severity and un-
Christian nature of these incidents are looking to participate in 
ways that are practical and with unprecedented vigor — which 
is encouraging.”   n

rACisM continued from page B
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Curry receives vaccine
Presiding Bishop Michael Curry received the first dose of 
the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine on March 2 in Wake County, 
N.C., according to the Episcopal Church’s Public Affairs 
Office. “I thank God for all of the people who have made 
the COVID vaccines possible and available,” Curry said 
in a Facebook post. “I’m thankful to have received my 
first shot — one more to go!” The Episcopal Public Policy 
Network has compiled a detailed COVID Vaccine Toolkit 
with ideas and educational resources for local Episcopal 
churches, available at www.episcopalchurch.org.

An Episcopal fellowship for girls age 5 and up

Visit www.gfsus.org today!

GFS provides an environment for girls

to build healthy, supportive relationships. 

Transformed
 by Friendship



D Episcopal Journal    spring 2021 NEws  n 

wisconsin’s three dioceses eye greater collaboration
By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

W
isconsin has three Episcopal 
dioceses but, as of Jan. 1, only 
one active, full-time bishop. 
On a cold morning in late 

January, that bishop was working from 
a hotel in the small, northwestern city of 
Eau Claire.

“Presumably, once it feels 
safer with COVID, I’ll be 
over here with some regular-
ity,” Bishop Matthew Gunt-
er, of the Diocese of Fond 
du Lac, told ENS by phone 
from his hotel room.

Gunter, hoping to get 
“a better sense of people 
here,” was in the middle of 
a weeklong introductory 
tour of the Diocese of Eau 
Claire, which had elected 
him in November as provi-
sional bishop for two years. 
He planned later that day to 
visit clergy and lay leaders at 
Episcopal congregations in Owen, Con-
rath and Lugerville.

This year, the Episcopal Church in 
Wisconsin is in a time of transition after 
back-to-back bishop retirements.

Bishop Jay Lambert retired in No-
vember as Eau Claire’s part-time bishop, 
followed a month later by Bishop Steven 
Miller, who retired after 17 years leading 
the Diocese of Milwaukee. Gunter, Fond 
du Lac’s bishop since 2014, took over for 
Lambert on Jan. 1, and for the first six 
weeks of this year, he also served as Mil-
waukee’s assisting bishop.

The Diocese of Milwaukee, which in-
cludes six of the state’s 10 largest cities, 
welcomes Bishop Jeffrey Lee on April 1 
for a two-year stint as part-time provi-
sional bishop.

The dioceses of Fond du Lac, Eau 
Claire and Milwaukee share historical 
roots in the Diocese of Wisconsin, created 
in 1847 a year before Wisconsin became 
a state. Over the next 80 years, the origi-
nal statewide diocese divided into three as 
Wisconsin’s population increased. Today, 
about 6 million people live in the state, 
though church membership is steadily de-
clining in all three dioceses — down over-
all by nearly a third in the past decade.

The less-populated northern dioceses 
of Eau Claire and Fond du Lac nearly 
merged in 2011, but that plan ultimately 
was defeated in a close vote by the Fond 
du Lac diocesan convention.

Now 10 years later, leaders from all 
three Wisconsin dioceses told ENS they 
are open to greater collaboration, whether 
experimenting together or following 

existing Episcopal partnership models.
The dioceses of Northwestern Penn-

sylvania and Western New York, for ex-
ample, agreed in 2018 to share a bishop 
and seek other ways of combining ad-
ministrative functions and pursuing joint 
ministries over five years. The dioceses of 
Eastern and Western Michigan formal-
ized a similar partnership in 2019.

Eau Claire, with about 1,200 baptized 
members, and Fond du Lac, with around 
3,900, are two of the Episcopal Church’s 
smallest dioceses. Milwaukee is larger, 
with about 7,800 members. Even if Wis-
consin were still all one diocese, it would 
have fewer Episcopalians than each of the 
47 largest Episcopal dioceses.

“There were historical reasons why 
those dioceses were formed. Whether or 
not in the 21st century, given changing 
realities and numbers, it makes sense to 
continue [as three dioceses] is a different 
question,” Gunter said, but at this point, 
he isn’t advocating any particular path for 
the Wisconsin dioceses.

Eau Claire’s diocesan leaders had 
reached out to Gunter last year about the 
possibility of serving as provisional bish-
op. By the time of his election,  Gunter 
and the two dioceses had worked out 

an arrangement in which Gunter would 
spend a third of his time serving Eau 
Claire over the two-year period, with Eau 
Claire reimbursing Fond du Lac that por-
tion of his salary.

As bishop provisional, Gunter will as-
sist the Diocese of Eau Claire in develop-
ing a “common vision” for its future and 
“discerning best models and practices for 
continuing its mission-focused strategies 
of ministry,” both within the diocese and 
across the state, according to the diocese’s 
written agreement with the bishop.

Gunter arrives in Eau Claire amid a 
multiyear diocesan discernment process 
that was slowed by the coronavirus pan-
demic.

“Typically, at the beginning of any 
transition, you’re just trying to get your 
bearings,” Gunter told ENS. “I think it 
would be safe to say that there is a mo-
ment here for the dioceses of Wisconsin 
to do some thinking about who we are 
and who we want to be and how we want 
to be in relationship with each other.”

Today, Wisconsin’s diocesan boundar-
ies roughly divide the state into thirds. The 
Diocese of Milwaukee occupies the more 
populous southern third and includes the 
diocese’s namesake, with about 600,000 
residents. It also includes the state’s capi-
tal, Madison, as well as a diverse mix of 
smaller suburban and rural communities.

The Diocese of Fond du Lac in the 
northeastern third of the state, includes 
Green Bay, several smaller cities clus-
tered around Lake Winnebago and part 
of the sparsely populated Northwoods 
region, a popular outdoor seasonal 
tourism destination.

The population of the northwestern 
third of the state is even smaller. The Dio-
cese of Eau Claire spans forest and farm-
land from the Mississippi River to Lake 
Superior, including only three cities with 
more than 20,000 residents.

More so than the other two dioceses, 
Eau Claire finds itself at a crossroads. 
Most of its 19 congregations count fewer 
than 60 members. All but two congrega-
tions in the diocese average fewer than 80 
worshipers on a Sunday. Priests often serve 
multiple congregations, as does the Rev. 
Aaron Zook, priest-in-charge at churches 
in Chippewa Falls and Lafayette. He also 
is canon to the ordinary.

Photo/Christ Church Cathedral, via Facebook

Christ Church Cathedral in Eau Claire, Wisc., is one 
of only two congregations in the Diocese of Eau Claire 
that averages more than 80 worshippers on Sundays.
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Wearing many hats is “kind of the way 
we do it in the Diocese of Eau Claire,” 
Zook told ENS.

Yet even at small congregations, long-
time parishioners remain active and en-
gaged with their churches, Zook said. 
“We’re retaining active ministries [in 
communities] that otherwise would not 
have anything at all, that wouldn’t have 
resources for that,” he said.

Small dioceses still can remain viable if 
they maintain their “capacity to proclaim 
the Gospel,” said Bishop Todd Ousley, 
who leads the Episcopal Church’s Of-
fice of Pastoral Development and assists 
dioceses with bishop searches. In some 
scenarios, a larger, well-resourced diocese 
may not match the mission vitality of a 
small diocese, he told ENS.

“The question on viability is really 
about how mission-focused are you, rath-
er than how much money do you have,” 
Ousley said. He sees Eau Claire as “a great 
example for the church, on how you can 
shift models and explore and, in the pro-
cess, discover who you are and what God 
is calling you to be about.”

Wisconsin’s three dioceses trace their 
lineage to Bishop Jackson Kemper, a sup-
porter of the high church Oxford Move-
ment, who was consecrated in 1835 as 
missionary bishop of the Northwest. He 
founded the Nashotah House Theological 
Seminary, in the countryside between Mil-
waukee and Madison, and later led the Di-
ocese of Wisconsin until his death in 1870.

In the two decades after becoming a 
state in 1848, Wisconsin’s population 
more than tripled to 1 million, and the 
number of parishes in the northeastern 
part of the state grew from three to 27, ac-
cording to a history of the church in Wis-
consin. In 1874, The Episcopal Church’s 
General Convention approved the cre-
ation of the Diocese of Fond du Lac, and 
the new diocese held its organizing con-
vention in January 1875. The remaining 
Diocese of Wisconsin changed its name 
to Milwaukee in 1886.

Initially, the dioceses of Milwaukee 
and Fond du Lac both extended into the 
northwestern corner of the state. In 1928, 
General Convention backed the creation 
of the Diocese of Eau Claire, which was 
carved from the northwestern-most parts 
of the other two dioceses. The state’s geo-
graphical breadth made it “physically 
impossible” under the previous diocesan 

structure to serve the “steadily growing” 
northwest region, according to that year’s 
General Convention journal.

To Wisconsin’s west, the Diocese of 
Minnesota had been facing similar chal-
lenges ministering to a far-flung and 
growing population. In 1895, General 
Convention approved a separate mis-
sionary district in Minnesota’s booming 
northern mining region, and the northern 
region soon became the Diocese of Dulu-
th. But Great Depression-era decline and 
depopulation forced Duluth to reunify 
in 1944 with its southern neighbor. To-
day, the statewide Diocese of Minnesota 
counts about 17,600 baptized members.

Wisconsin maintained its three dioces-
es, but in 2008, the Diocese of Eau Claire 
reported “a serious budget shortfall and 
shortage of cash.” Eau Claire managed 
to offset its shortfall only by an unex-
pected vacancy: Bishop Keith Whitmore 
resigned that year to become assisting 
bishop in the Diocese of Atlanta. It was 
the last time Eau Claire had a full-time 
diocesan bishop.

Diocesan leaders, while studying a 
range of alternatives, began talking with 

Fond du Lac leaders about the possibility 
of a merger through a process known in 
The Episcopal Church’s Canons as “junc-
tion,” but in June 2009, the two dioceses 
released a statement calling talk of junc-
tion “premature.” 

Over the next two years, however, 
talks between the two dioceses resumed 
and gathered steam. In October 2011, 
Fond du Lac and Eau Claire conventions 
each appeared to approve a plan to ask 
The Episcopal Church’s General Conven-
tion for a junction of the two dioceses. In 
Fond du Lac, however, the votes had been 
nearly evenly split for and against the 
plan, and a recount revealed it had been 
defeated by just two votes in the lay order 
despite winning the backing of the clergy 
order.

Lambert, consecrated in March 2013, 
was willing to serve as a part-time bishop, 
sparing the diocese the cost of a full-time 
salary. During his tenure, the diocese re-
duced its apportionment rate, the amount 
congregations give to the diocesan bud-
get, and tightened diocesan expenses.

Photo/Diocese of Fond du Lac

Bishop Matthew Gunter has led the 
Diocese of Fond du Lac since 2014. He 
was elected provisional bishop of the 
Diocese of Eau Claire in November 2020. 

Photo/Library of Congress

Bishop Jackson Kemper was consecrated 
as missionary bishop of the Northwest 
in 1835 and later served as bishop of 
Wisconsin until his death in 1870. 
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North Carolina church emphasizes African American  
and African culture at its essence

By Pat McCaughan 
Episcopal News Service

O
ne of the great moments in 
11-year-old Arri Davila’s life was 
hearing prayers of thanksgiving 
for the beauty of dreadlocks — 

hair like hers — at St. Ambrose Episcopal 
Church in Raleigh, N.C.

“They were talking about blessing 
people with locks, and me and my sister 
were really happy. It was very comforting 
because when we are at my mom’s church, 
we are the only two brown-skinned people 
there,” Davila told Episcopal News Service.

St. Ambrose, a historically Black con-
gregation founded in 1868, intentionally 
incorporates Afrocentric icons and art, 
lively jazz-inspired music and inclusive 
prayers. The church also gives perma-
nent recognition — even on needlepoint 
kneelers — to Raleigh native Anna Julia 
Cooper, the Rev. Pauli Murray, U.S. Su-
preme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
and other Black Americans who are com-
memorated in the Episcopal Church’s 
calendar of saints, as a way to “disrupt,” 
or separate, Christianity from a legacy of 
white supremacy, said the Rev. Jemonde 
Taylor, rector.

“It is challenging to become what you 
cannot see,” said Taylor, who recalled his 
own youth in a historically Black Epis-
copal congregation in his hometown of 
Louisburg, N.C., where European imag-
es, formational materials, clergy, teaching 
and preaching created liturgies that did 
“more to reinscribe racism than disrupt it. 
Worship is central to who we are as Epis-
copalians, and that worship tends to rep-
licate the very thing that we teach against, 
racism and white supremacy.”

Taylor said the legacy of white suprem-
acy “continues to do excruciating damage, 
distorting the divine image in people.” 
While an engineering student at North 
Carolina State University, he took a course 
on intertestamental literature — the two-
century period between the composition 
of the Old Testament and the first book 
of the New Testament — and discovered 
Ethiopian Orthodox Christianity.

“The professor said Europeans thought 
the Book of Enoch was a myth until the 

Portuguese encountered the Ethiopians 
and found it in their canon. That blew 
up several paradigms I had. I didn’t know 
Ethiopians were Christians. I didn’t know 
anyone could educate any Europeans on 
anything Christian, since Christianity is a 
‘white’ religion.

“I went to the residence hall and 
did an internet search on Ethiopia and 
Enoch, and the website for St. Mary of 
Zion Church in Washington, D.C., came 
up. There was an image of Mary and the 
Christ child. I stared at that image for 10 
minutes because it was the first time I saw 
a truly authentic African representation of 
the Holy Family. Everything before that 
looked like the da Vinci paintings with 
brown skin. And here, I saw people who 
looked like me.

“I did some more research and found 
that Christianity came to the horn in 
North Africa, not through European slave 
traders and colonialists, but through Jeru-
salem. I began using the term ‘indigenous 
African Christianity.’ It liberated me, as 
someone who grew up in the church, 
coming of age and wrestling with what it 
meant to be a Black Christian,” he said.

After seeing Ethiopian Orthodox im-
agery, Taylor adopted Ethiopia as a spiri-
tual home, as opposed to Canterbury, 
though he stayed with the Episcopal 
Church.

“Some people would say, how can 

Black people adopt the religion of the en-
slaver, but it liberated me,” he said. “I had 
Ethiopia as my spiritual home, a Christi-
anity to some extent untainted by white 
supremacy and colonialism.”

That experience in 2000 helped shift 
Taylor’s vocation to the Episcopal priest-
hood. That same year, Taylor witnessed 
two examples of Black leadership in the 
church that further inspired him. The first 
was seeing a Black man celebrate at the 
altar of the church of his youth.

“It was the first time in my life I had 
seen a Black man stand at the altar. I said, 
‘Wow, I can actually see myself doing 
that.’ I was discerning a call back then 
even though I would not have articulated 
it as such,” he said.

The second experience happened when 
now-Presiding Bishop Michael Curry was 
elected the 11th bishop of North Caro-
lina. Taylor recalled, “It blew my mind.”

Images of God often determine self-
image and even perceptions of leadership 
qualities, says Steven O. Roberts, an as-
sistant professor of psychology at Stanford 
University who studies race and racism.

“I grew up in almost an exclusively 
Black church, led by a Black female minis-
try, and in that church, there was imagery 
of a white male God that always stood out 
to me; an entity that didn’t really look like 
anyone in the church, and I always won-

Photo/Courtesy of St. Ambrose

Members of St. Ambrose Episcopal Church in Raleigh, N.C., celebrate Palm Sunday in 2019.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

Editor’s note: This story points out the use of 
racially offensive language. 

O
fficials at the University of the 
South, owned and governed 
by 28 Episcopal dioceses in the 
Southeast, are investigating a 

March 13 incident in which some stu-
dents shouted the N-word and other ra-
cial epithets at an opposing team during a 
lacrosse match hosted by the university in 
Sewanee, Tenn.

Vice-chancellor Reuben E. Brigety 
II called the incident “inexcusable” in a 
March 14 letter to students, faculty and 
staff at the university, commonly known 
as Sewanee. A day earlier, Sewanee had 
hosted a multiracial men’s lacrosse team 
from Emmanuel College in Franklin 
Springs, Ga. About 120 Sewanee students 
attended the match, Brigety said.

“To our great dismay, a few of the Se-
wanee students hurled the most vile racial 
epithets,” Brigety said. “So pronounced 
were the shouted slurs in the third quarter 
that the game officials on the field ordered 
that Sewanee fans be cleared before play 
could continue.”

Brigety was elected a year ago as the 
university’s first Black vice-chancellor. 
Sewanee was founded in 1857 by a 
slaveholding Episcopal bishop and other 
pro-slavery Southern clergy, who saw the 
university as a way to represent the inter-
ests of Southern slaveholding society.

For nearly a century after the Civil 
War, Sewanee and its School of Theology 
refused to allow Black students to attend, 
and for most of its history it maintained 
tributes to the Confederacy in monu-
ments, names and symbols on campus, 
many of which have been moved or re-
moved in recent years.

Even today, only about 3% of Sewanee 
students are Black, Brigety told ENS in 
a Feb. 3 interview. “We have to do the 
work to figure out how we make Sewanee 
a place that is truly welcoming for every-
body,” he said.

On Feb. 7, the vice chancellor revealed 
during a Sewanee worship service that 
vandals had repeatedly attacked the on-
campus home where he and his wife and 
two teenage sons live. Brigety, who took 

office in June 2020, cited the incidents — 
from liquor bottles and other trash left on 
his lawn to threatening signs posted by his 
door — as a call to affirm Sewanee’s values.

Brigety has declined to elaborate on the 
nature of the threats, though “there were 
not any conventionally understood racial 
epithets included in them,” he told the 
Washington Post for an article this week.

Sewanee began researching and con-
fronting the legacy of its past complic-
ity in white supremacist systems in 2017 
when it launched the Roberson Project on 
Slavery, Race, and Reconciliation.

Citing some of the project’s findings, 
the Sewanee Board of Regents declared in 
a September 2020 statement that the uni-
versity “rejects its past veneration of the 
Confederacy” and commits to “an urgent 
process of institutional reckoning.”

Brigety, in his March 14 letter to the 
campus community, said he wasn’t pres-
ent at the March 13 lacrosse match but 

learned of the racist incident from Ath-
letic Director Mark Webb. Brigety then 
went to the field, met with the team from 
Emmanuel College and apologized for 
the Sewanee students’ conduct.

“I told them that Sewanee does not 
tolerate such behavior, and that we con-
sidered the assaults on their dignity com-
pletely unacceptable,” he said.

On March 15, hundreds of students, 
faculty, staff and community members 
staged a walk-out and gathered on the 
campus’ quad to protest racism and racist 
incidents at Sewanee.

And on March 17, the Student Ath-
lete Advisory Council organized a March 
Against Racism. Hundreds of students 
braved the rain to march across campus, 
according to a university Facebook post.

Webb is conducting a comprehensive 
review of the incident and will consider 
new protocols to prevent similar incidents 
at future sporting events, possibly by dis-
patching Sewanee staff and security to 
monitor fan behavior.

Brigety said Webb also will meet with 
student-athlete groups to underscore Se-
wanee’s values, including treating com-
petitors with respect.

“We are also determined to identify 
those who were responsible for yesterday’s 
hate speech so that appropriate measures 
can be taken,” Brigety said in his letter, 
adding that none of the offenders had yet 
been identified. He asked for anyone who 
knows who shouted the epithets to report 
that information to campus officials.

“Though this is a painful episode for 
our community, I am hopeful that the 
demonstration of our commitment to our 
values of dignity and decency will help us 
to heal,” Brigety said.   n

sewanee seeks to identify students who shouted racist slurs

Photo/University of the South, via Facebook

University of the South Vice-chancellor 
Reuben Brigety speaks at a rally held 
March 15 to protest racism and racist in-
cidents on the campus in Sewanee, Tenn. 
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dered how that affected us psychological-
ly,” Roberts said in an interview posted on 
YouTube. In the interview, he discussed the 
findings from his studies, which show that 
how people visualize God predicts who 
they think is fit for leadership.

Roberts led researchers in a series of 
studies focused on U.S. Christians. In 
one case, they conducted a Google search 
of the word “God.” “We just typed ‘God’ 
into Google images to see how often God 
is portrayed as a white male,” Roberts 
said. “We found that about 72% of all the 
images that came up, that presented God 
in some kind of humanized form, did in 
fact, present God as a white male.”

The research also indicated “that the 
stronger a person’s belief, the more con-
vinced that God was a white man, the 
more likely they were to perceive white 
men as worthy of leadership positions 
and the less likely they were to see Black 
people and women as worthy of those po-
sitions,” Roberts said.

Taylor’s quest to reflect the beauty of 
Blackness through prayer and worship 
led to a three-year search to commission 

Ethiopian iconography from Holy Im-
ages Icons for St. Ambrose as another 
tool to incorporate a more biblical view 
of Christ, a more diverse imagination of 
God and to “un-suture” or “decouple” 
white supremacy from Christianity.

He cited the work of J. Kameron Cart-
er, professor of religious studies at Indiana 
University Bloomington, who believes 
“that Christianity midwifed the racial 
world … and must break with what it did.”

Jesus “became the slave to blow up the 
structure itself,” Carter said in a 2019 in-
terview with “The Table Podcast,” a pub-
lication of the Biola University Center for 
Christian Thought, located in La Mirada, 
Calif. The episode, titled “Unshackling 
the Imagination,” focused on Christian-
ity’s structural injustice and need for more 
culturally sensitive images.

“St. Ambrose is committed to the un-
suturing of white supremacy from Chris-
tianity through worship and educational 
practices,” Taylor said. “The hope is to en-
sure all see themselves as beloved children 
of God. Worship spaces should be uplift-
ing and community-centered, where one 
feels connected to the divine.”

For Mellisa Smith, 48, who grew up 
in the Anglican church in Trinidad, a 
post-colonial nation rich in cultural and 
religious diversity with strong East Indian 
and African ties, attending St. Ambrose 
awakened awareness.

“After you have been here (in the Unit-
ed States) for a while, you feel like you 
don’t matter,” said Smith, who moved to 
the U.S. in 2000. “You are not represent-
ed, and representation matters. I never felt 
that before. I want to matter.”

And yet, “when Fr. Jemonde started to 
introduce the whole notion of representa-
tion, of Jesus looking like us, at first it felt 
like it was sacrilegious,” Smith recalled. 
Even in Trinidad, where approximately 
35% of the population is of African de-
scent, and 35% of South Asian descent 
and 25% of mixed races, “there were al-
ways stock images of a European Jesus.”

At St. Ambrose, church bulletins de-
pict Black art and its social media posts 
feature Black saints. “To hear about Black 
people being saints, I didn’t even know 
that was possible,” she said. “I know that 
sounds really bad, but growing up, the 
saints were always European folks.”

The awareness has “raised my curiosity 
in my faith,” Smith said. “It gave me a deep-
er connection to God, a deeper knowledge 
that God cares about me because God can 
look like me.” Of critical importance, she 
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Photo/Courtesy of St. Ambrose

An icon depicting Jesus’ death on the 
cross is part of an Ethiopian-inspired 
Stations of the Cross at St. Ambrose 
Church in Raleigh, N.C. The icon was 
created by Christopher Gosey, of Holy 
Images Icons.
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By Heather Beasley Doyle 
Episcopal News Service

W
hen Heather Zimmerman 
visited St. Luke’s Episcopal 
Church in Philadelphia in 
2019, she spotted vegetable 

boxes “wedged in between some cemetery 
stones,” she recently told ENS. In them, 
the church’s property manager, Roberto 
Morales, was “gleefully growing toma-
toes,” said Zimmerman, yet he bemoaned 
the churchyard’s lack of sun.

The observation prompted Zimmer-
man, who is the executive director of Aw-
bury Arboretum, to invite the Rev. David 
Morris, St. Luke’s rector, and Morales to 
expand the church’s kitchen garden into 
one 35-square-foot plot and another half 
its size at Awbury Arboretum’s 16-acre 
community garden, which is less than two 
miles from the church. The harvested pro-
duce would go to the church’s food pan-
try and meal programs, which fed 9,000 
people at the church in Philadelphia’s 
Germantown neighborhood in 2019.

St. Luke’s first growing season at the ar-
boretum was last year. Volunteers donned 
masks and stood far apart as they grew 
squash, potatoes, onions and other veg-
etables. “Incorporating another area like 
the one at Awbury, we realized we needed 

some guidance,” Morris said. So when 
they heard about the Episcopal Church’s 
Good News Gardens movement, they 
joined.

Good News Gardens, an initiative of 
the church’s Evangelism and Creation 
Care offices, launched last spring. It blends 
faith and agriculture and asks participants 
to plant, pray and proclaim, with the hope 
of feeding those in need while stewarding 
land and fostering community.

Good News Gardens has gained 
enough traction that the church recently 
hired its first coordinator/agrarian evan-
gelist to support a widening vision of how 
Episcopalians can connect and care for 
each other while tending the earth.

The Good News Gardens project be-

gan early in the pandemic, as the presid-
ing bishop’s staff thought about how to 
respond to a crisis that nixed indoor meet-
ings and gatherings. Jerusalem Greer, staff 
officer for evangelism, felt powerless, she 
said, to help those affected, and she wor-
ried about the food system’s resilience as 
the coronavirus spread.

Greer planted extra crops in her home 
garden in Arkansas, in the spirit of vic-
tory gardens, which she’d learned about as 
a college history major. The gardens be-
came popular in England amid the coun-
try’s World War I food shortage. During 
World War II, the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture encouraged Americans to 
grow vegetables to prop up the food sys-
tem, and “to make people feel like they 
were contributing,” said Greer. “And to 
give them something to do.”

The moment felt ripe for a similar 
Episcopal movement, so Greer reached 
out to agrarian ministers, including the 
Rev. Nurya Love Parish of Plainsong 
Farm, who was launching a similar ini-
tiative in partnership with the dioceses 
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Good News Gardens begins second year of praying, 
planting and proclaiming

continued on page K
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At left, a group of 
gardeners from St. Luke’s 
in Philadelphia. From left, 
the Rev. David Morris, 
Donna Drake, Roberto 
Morales and Jimmie Reed.

Below, Jennifer Blecha, 
left, and the Rev. Kerri 
Meyer, right, of Good 
Courage Farm.
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of Eastern and Western Michigan. With 
positive feedback, the offices of Evange-
lism and Creation Care launched Good 
News Gardens. Participants grow more 
vegetables, fruits or herbs than they need 
so they can share the extra with friends 
or donate it to a local feeding program. 
Would-be gardeners are invited to plant 
for the first time, and all are asked to pray 
daily for creation and share stories of their 
gardens via social media and personal 
connections.

Greer, along with Associate for Cre-
ation Care and Justice Phoebe Chatfield, 
created the Agrarian Ministries Facebook 
group last April to support Good News 
Gardens; the page quickly became home 
to a loose network of Episcopalians en-
gaged in gardening and agriculture at a 
time when quarantined Americans were 
gardening en masse, triggering a run on 
seeds and chicks. Food insecurity was also 
growing; 50 million Americans — up 
from 35 million Americans in 2019 — 
experienced food insecurity last year.

The Agrarian Ministries page steadily 
attracted members; today, more than 
1,200 people share pictures, stories, arti-
cles and advice. Some participants garden 
from home, others cultivate church land 
and some are farmers.

A few dioceses developed the program 
(Greer describes it as “very open-source”) 
with local structure, support and social 
media channels. As of mid-February, 
more than 240 people or groups had 
signed up for Good News Gardens 2021.

“Last year was kind of like our experi-
ment,” Greer said. “One of the challenges 
was how fast it grew, to the extent that we 
brought Brian (Sellers-Petersen) on this 
year because of how much passion and 
excitement there is around this work, and 
the possibilities of what this work could 
be.”

Brian Sellers-Petersen, the coordinator/
agrarian evangelist, said that an expanded 
social media strategy is in the works and 
that his main hope for the movement’s 
second season is for people “to see ‘gar-
dens’ as an inclusive word,” meaning all 
aspects of the food supply chain. Bee-
keeping, gardening for butterflies, raising 
chickens, growing herbs, composting and 
gleaning leftover food are all part of the 
movement. In light of last year’s seed run, 
he also hopes to create a Good News Gar-
dens seed bank “so that we can share seeds 

between ourselves.”
Last year, seeing how other members 

of Good News Gardens wove gardening 
with faith informed St. Luke’s six regular 
gardeners in Philadelphia. In preparation 
for his church’s second year at Awbury 
Arboretum, Morris attended Good News 
Gardens’ first 2021 webinar in early Feb-
ruary. “It was really helpful,” he said; the 
event inspired his crew to write a kitchen 
garden mission statement.

Jennifer Blecha and the Rev. Kerri 
Meyer, farmer-scholar and farmer-priest 
respectively, also joined Good News Gar-
dens last year. They moved to Hutchinson, 
Minn., from San Francisco to start Good 
Courage Farm in 2019; their vision is to 
grow fruit and asparagus while cultivating 

a faith-based community from their land.
When the Agrarian Ministries page 

went live, “I thought, ‘Awww, that’s cute,’” 
Meyer said. As membership grew, she re-
alized: “We’re a people. There’s a bunch 
of us out here.” From a handful of oth-
ers in the faith-based gardening commu-
nity, Meyer had earlier “sensed that there 
was some energy around this,” she said. 
“Things happened in those ministries, but 
it was really lonely work.”

Being part of Good News Gardens has 
mitigated that loneliness, and while one 
of the movement’s goals is to ease food 
insecurity, its biggest benefit last year, 
possibly, was boosting morale. “It’s done 
a good job of removing aloneness,” Greer 
said.

The Rev. Anna Woofenden, transi-
tion pastor at Zion Lutheran Church in 
Pittsfield, Mass., and author of “This Is 
God’s Table,” is a member of the Diocese 
of Western Massachusetts Creation Care 
Leadership Circle.

The diocese plans to strengthen its 
Good News Gardens structure and is 
collaborating with the Diocese of Mas-
sachusetts. Woofenden sees Good News 
Gardens as transformative not only for 
participants but for the church as well.

When theological reflection or spiri-
tual formation combines with hands-
in-the-dirt community work, it changes 
people, Woofenden said. “It also changes 
what the church is, or how and who the 
church is.”

n  FEAturE
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Beekeeping is a garden activity at St. 
Anne’s Episcopal Church in Reston, Va. 

75 years ago, “Fr. Bob” Mize Jr. founded a ministry of 
redemption and hope. Unwilling to simply “write off” 

troubled boys, he chose to help them redeem their self-
worth and imagine lives of purpose.

What began as St. Francis Boys’ Home, with a handful 
of employees in Ellsworth, Kansas, is now Saint Francis 
Ministries, serving thousands of children and families 

in multiple U.S. states. Today, our committed and 
compassionate employees provide a wide range of social, 
therapeutic, and residential services to those most in need 

of healing and hope.

Dedicated to the dignity and worth of every human person, 
Saint Francis continues to serve wherever God calls us. 

To support this life-affirming work,                                                                       
visit https://saintfrancisministries.org/foundation/

SaintFrancisMinistries.org  |  1-800-423-1342

75 YEARS
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By egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

S
t. Mark’s Episcopal Church in 
the New York City borough of 
Queens has had more than its 
fair share of death and suffering 

over the past year. The prospect of another 
penitential, somber Lent seemed like too 
much to bear.

“2020 has been one long Lent, so I 
didn’t want to encourage more depri-
vation,” said the Rev. Spencer Reece, 
priest-in-charge, who tried to dispel that 
darkness by engaging parishioners and 
neighbors with poetry and art. Reece, a 
well-regarded poet himself, used creative 
programming to restore the lively spirit of 
this Diocese of Long Island parish, after a 
dispiriting year.

The church’s neighborhood, Jackson 
Heights, was the “epicenter within the 
epicenter” of the initial outbreak of CO-
VID-19 in the United States last spring.

The area has been acutely affected by 
the virus for a number of reasons: over-
crowded housing and high percentages of 
workers in the high-risk health care and 
hospitality industries, 
people without health 
insurance and people of 
color, who have been dis-
proportionately affected 
by the virus.

Tragedy struck the 
multicultural, bilingual 
parish on April 1, 2020, 
when its beloved rector, 
the Very Rev. Antonio 
Checo, died of COV-
ID-19 at age 67. Checo, 
whose ministry focused 
heavily on serving the 
needs of the neighbor-
hood, died in the same 
hospital in which he had once worked as 
a mental health clinician.

When Reece arrived as priest-in-
charge in October 2020, the church had 
been closed for seven months. Seeing the 
flourishing creativity in the neighbor-
hood, Reece saw an opportunity for St. 
Mark’s to reengage with the community 
by becoming a place for parishioners and 
locals to share and experience art — par-
ticularly Reece’s specialty, poetry.

He is the author of two poetry collec-

tions and a forthcom-
ing memoir. Previously, 
while serving in the 
Spanish Reformed Epis-
copal Church in Madrid, 
Reece organized an inter-
national visiting poets’ 
reading series.

He used the reading 
series experience to cre-
ate something similar, 
on a smaller scale, at St. 
Mark’s: the Red Door 
Series — named for the 
church’s doors, emblem-
atic of Episcopal church-
es — in which a poet 
comes to the church 
every Wednesday and 
reads a poem, followed 
by 10-15 minutes of silence, and then 
reads the poem a second time.

“It’s very meditative and quiet,” Reece 
told ENS.

A small number of people come to the 
readings in person, socially distanced, but 
a much larger audience watches via Face-
book Live. That may be because Reece has 

recruited some literary su-
perstars to read alongside 
neighborhood poets.

Richard Blanco, who 
performed a poem at 
President Barack Obama’s 
second inauguration, Pu-
litzer Prize winner Gregory 
Pardlo, memoirist Nick 
Flynn and former New 
York State Poet Laureate 
Marie Howe are among the 
readers, along with local 
talents like KC Trommer, 
who helps curate the series 
through her connection to 
the Queens poetry scene. 

The series has expanded St. Mark’s 
reach into the neighborhood and beyond. 
It has dedicated followers like 92-year-old 
parishioner Dorothy Moran, who told 
Reece she had never read much poetry 
before but comes every week.

“She just loves it,” Reece told ENS. 
“She’s like, ‘Who’s coming on Wednesday?’”

It’s also brought in people who had 
never set foot in the church, like Sahar 
Romani, a Muslim lesbian poet and pro-
fessor who lives in the neighborhood and 

read for the series in February.
“One of the magical things about it is 

that many of the people that come are like, 
‘Wow, I’ve never been in here before,’” Re-
ece said. “It’s bringing a lot of people into 
the building. … [Normally] a lot of people 
just don’t go in because they feel like they 
can’t be part of it. But the series is open to 
anybody of any belief [or none at all].”

The series has now expanded to include 
a podcast hosted by local community ac-
tivist Alfonso Quiroz, who interviews the 
poet of the week. Reece points out that 
because it is a volunteer effort and requires 
no specialized technological equipment, it 
doesn’t cost the church a dollar.

“This [the series and podcast] has cost 
nothing, and it’s able to generate excite-
ment and interest across the neighbor-
hood, across the church, across the coun-
try, across the world — because you can 
listen to Facebook Live in Athens. People 
have listened to it there,” Reece said. “And 
so if we can do that — and this is a hum-
ble church with no endowment — if we 
can do that, what can everybody else do 
in these times?”

Given the success of the series, Reece 
has decided to make artistic expression a 
theme for the church during Lent. Speak-
ing to ENS on Ash Wednesday, Reece said 
he couldn’t bring himself to talk to his pa-
rishioners about giving up things for Lent.

Instead, he encouraged parishioners to 
double down on whatever creative proj-
ects they feel drawn to, and he planned a 

Through poetry and art, New York church marks a lively Lent

continued on page N

Courtesy photo

Sunlight illuminates rising incense at St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church in Jackson Heights, N.Y. 

Courtesy photo

The Rev. Spencer Reece of  
St. Mark's Episcopal Church 
is seen with his dog, Coco.
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stained-glass artist inspired by natural world
By sharon sheridan

T
he first time Colleen Hintz took a class on creating with 
stained glass, she emerged with bloody hands and in-
structions to bring her own box of Band-Aids. “I was 
basically in tears.”

But, she’d paid for a six-week class, and she persevered. “By 
the time it was over, I made my first piece.” 

That was in 1980, and she’s been working in stained glass ever 
since. “It’s been a ton of fun.”

Clergy and churches throughout the Episcopal Church and 
beyond routinely display Hintz’s cloth handiwork in liturgi-
cal vestments from her business Fruit of the Vine (www.fruit-
ofthevine.us). Hintz’s successive homes in Sparta and Randolph, 

N.J., and now Bristow,Va., have dis-
played her stained-glass artistry.

Although now living in Virginia, 
Hintz continues her long-time mem-
bership at the Episcopal Church of the 
Redeemer in Morristown, N.J., in the 
Diocese of Newark.

In April 2020, Hintz finished three 
windows for the family room in her 
house. “I call them part of my COVID 
blessings, to have the time to make 
them,” she said.

Hintz reworked the new, square win-
dows from transom windows she created 
for a previous house in New Jersey. Wis-
teria vines wind across a background of 

clear glass, visited by multi-colored birds from a swooping swal-
low to a cardinal perched on a vine to a humming bird sipping 
flower nectar.

They continue the wisteria theme — inspired by the work 
of stained-glass artist Louis 
Tiffany — in three large 
windows they were installed 
above. The flowers are so life-
like, they once attracted a real 
bird. “I heard this tap, tap, 
and it was a humming bird at 
the glass ... trying to feed at 
the wisteria.”

One of the lower win-
dows features a flowering 
crabapple with purple iris at 
its base — “what I refer to 
as my Dad Memorial Win-
dow,” Hintz said. 

She since has continued 
the floral theme in a door be-
side the wall of windows with 
a stained-glass Jane magnolia and iris patterned after flowers at 
her former home in New Jersey. “It’s kind of bringing a piece of 
my old home into my new home.”

She also created a pair of windows for over her dinette win-
dow that superimposed flowers over a patchwork-quilt-like 

background. Among her fiber arts, Hintz previously created 
panels displaying the secret quilt code of the Underground 
Railroad, which she uses in educational talks.

Her next project is to create a grape-arbor lamp using Tif-
fany’s original pattern — which actually was designed by Clara 
Wolcott Driscoll. “I always like to channel my inner Clara.”

Much of Hintz’s glasswork depicts nature scenes, inspired by 
both Tiffany and her father. 

“I made my copy of the Tiffany grape arbor that is up over 
my fireplace,” she said. “I’ve always admired his work, so I’ll use 
those as a starting point.”

Her spiritual connection to nature comes from her father. 
“My dad never really grew up in church, but my dad was an 

intensely spiritual individual,” she said. “He knew everything 
in creation, and he honored it and cherished it.” In the spirit 

of St. Francis of Assisi, “everything in creation was his brother 
or his sister.”

“Dad and I would fish together all the time,” she recalled. 
“Dad always fished from dusk until dawn because that was the 
best time to be on the 

An oriole seen 
through one of Col-
leen Hintz’s stained-
glass windows.

Colleen Hintz’s youngest grand-
daughter, Avery, creates an angel 
sun catcher. Hintz has taught 
each of her grandchildren how to 
create with stained glass.

Above photo/Cynthia Black    All other photos courtesy of the artist

Above, during the COVID-19 
pandemic, stained-glass 
artist Colleen Hintz finished 
reworking horizontal transom 
windows from her former New 
Jersey home into larger, square 
windows to complete a wall of 
windows in her current house in 
Bristol, Va. At left, her mother-
in-law, Martha, helped create 
a window with outer-most and 
inner-most borders of glass 
made from the ash of Mount 
St. Helens, a Washington state 
volcano that erupted in 1980.

continued on page N
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stream, and you couldn’t 
speak because you didn’t 
want to disturb anything. I 
guess in many ways it was 
an intensely spiritual experi-
ence for me.”

In both stained glass and vestments, she appreciates “being 
able to create the beauty that surrounds us and that he was able 
to name,” she said. “All the flowers and everything I use ... those 
were all things my dad taught me about: the awe and wonder of 
creation; those ‘aha’ moments in life. ... I like to be surrounded 
by it. And now I don’t need my first box of Band-Aids.”   n

A version of this article first appeared in The VOICE Online, the 
Diocese of Newark’s online publication. The Rev. Sharon Sheridan 
Hausman is a priest in the Diocese of Newark.
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Episcopal artist Colleen Hintz 
draws on nature for inspiration 
when creating both vestments 
for her business Fruit of the 
Vine and stained-glass works. 
The stole at left features life on 
endangered coral reefs.

Episcopal Relief & 
Development invites 
you to join us this Lent

LENTEN MEDITATIONS
2021

episcopalrelief.org

Download Lenten Meditations 
in English and Spanish at 
www.episcopalrelief.org/Lent

small-scale, socially distanced 
arts festival in the church gar-
den for Holy Saturday.

“Everybody will come 
to the sacred garden, con-
nect to the church and share 
what they did over the last 
six weeks,” Reece told ENS. 
“If it’s, you know, building 
models, sewing quilts, singing 
a song, painting a painting, 
writing a poem, doing a video, 
making a meal — whatever it 
is each person has in them to 
create. And by creating, I be-

lieve we get closer to the Holy 
Spirit, and it taps into this 
positive energy.”

That positive energy, he 
said, abounds in the neighbor-
hood. Sometimes, it just takes 
a venue and a little organiza-
tion to bring it out.

“There’s a lot of possibilities 
here in Jackson Heights,” Reece 
said. “Given our limitations, 
we can realize their possibilities. 
No matter what the limitations 
are, there are possibilities. And 
this series has just grown and 
mushroomed and been very 
positive for people.”   n

leNt continued from page l
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The glass in the background of 
this panel incorporates a quilt-
ing-inspired patchwork design.
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As Lambert approached the episco-
pate’s mandatory retirement age, he and 
diocesan leaders began considering the 
Diocese of Eau Claire’s next phase. In 
2019, they formed a Transition Com-
mittee, which surveyed clergy and pa-
rishioners and researched the diocesan 
partnership models in Northwestern 
Pennsylvania and Western New York and 
in Eastern and Western Michigan. The 
committee’s final report in October 2019 
suggested four options: recruit a new part-
time bishop to replace Lambert; partner 
with another diocese while remaining in-
dependent; partner with another diocese 
as a step toward “closer organizational 
affiliation”; or continue the discernment 
process without yet committing to one of 
the other options.

The diocese chose the last option, 
with Gunter agreeing to help with dis-
cernment, though that process has been 
slowed by the pandemic, Zook said.

The pandemic also disrupted the bish-
op search in the Diocese of Milwaukee. 
Rather than call a new diocesan bishop to 
take over when Miller retired at the end of 
2020, the Standing Committee decided 
to postpone the search, instead calling Lee 
as provisional bishop to help the diocese 
discern its own next steps. Lee retired at 
the end of 2020 as bishop of the neigh-
boring Diocese of Chicago.

“One of the areas we’ve asked him to 
look into and work on is our relationship 
and connection with other two Episcopal 
dioceses in the state,” the Rev. Scott Lean-
nah, president of Milwaukee’s Standing 
Committee, told ENS by email.

Gunter spent 14 years as a parish priest 
in the Diocese of Chicago, serving under 
Lee for part of that time. He expects the 
two bishops will keep in conversation as 
Wisconsin’s three dioceses plan for the 
future. Even if the shape and leadership 
of the dioceses end up looking much like 
they have in the past, “there’s no reason 
why we ought not to be finding ways to 
coordinate and collaborate and share some 
of the ministries that we do,” Gunter said.

“I think the bottom-line question go-
ing forward is, what is going to enable 
the church to be about the Gospel and 
its mission?” he said. “How in the state of 
Wisconsin, in the several dioceses, can we 
most efficiently and effectively be about 
bearing witness to what God has done 
and is doing in Jesus Christ?”   n

n  NEws
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said, St. Ambrose has created a space where 
her daughter, Maya, 13, feels that pride in 
Black culture “is normal.”

Now, “I feel part of the service, part 
of worship, part of nourishing my soul,” 
Smith added. “The words we say are about 
me, about my experiences. I can see me in 
the songs. I can see me in the images. The 
more you can add to that, the more you 
help somebody have a closer relationship 
to God.”

For Thomas Johnson, 56, St. Ambrose 
is the first church that feels like home, 
like family. Growing up in Ohio, he felt 
unwelcome in the Catholic church his 
family attended, often wondering, “Does 
God look like me?”

Years later, even at another historically 
Black Episcopal church, Johnson said, 
“there were white images, even though 
it’s a Black church in a Black community. 
It’s fascinating that you don’t question it. 
You’ve been surrounded by these images 
your entire life.”

Images that “have made me recognize 
white supremacy,” he said. “It made me 
realize how these images were intentional, 
a way of keeping you in your place and 
making you feel inferior. It was white su-
premacy at the highest level. … No mat-
ter what the depiction of Jesus is in the 
Bible or other spiritual texts, and what 
they say about Jesus’ hair or skin tone, it is 
not lived out in most churches.”

But at St. Ambrose, there is plenty of 
room for questions and no more wonder-
ing. “When you see an image of God or 
God’s son and it looks like you, it makes 
you feel good,” Johnson said.

He recalled his son, Jackson, several 
years ago, pointing out that the image of 
Jesus at St. Ambrose “looked like his good 
friend Eli, who’s Ethiopian.” His son, 

Johnson said, didn’t question his friend’s 
resemblance to Jesus because he wasn’t 
exposed only to the more Eurocentric 
images.

“They’re both 14 years old now, and it 
makes you realize how those other images 
made you feel like you weren’t a member 
in God’s family,” Johnson said. “I always 
hoped it would feel like this, but I never 
got to experience it till now. It was a pro-
found moment in the context of the larger 
world, but in the context of St. Ambrose, 
it was just another family experience.”

It’s similar for Arri Davila, the 11-year-
old who wears her hair in dreadlocks, St. 
Ambrose is “a cool place. It’s very diverse. 
It’s a very beautiful place … where Jesus is 
like life,” she said.

Her adoptive mother, the Rev. Mary 
Davila, who is white, recalled the moment 
when her daughters heard the blessing for 
the people with dreadlocks: “Both of our 
girls have locks, and their little faces just 
lit up. To have their tradition and their 
beauty called forth and blessed in church, 
I can’t tell you what a gift that is.”

Davila serves part-time at Christ 
Church, another Raleigh congregation, 
but has attended St. Ambrose with her 
adopted daughters twice monthly on her 
Sundays off. Elsewhere, her daughters’ 
hair has evoked uncomfortable responses, 
she said.

“Out in the world, more commonly, 
they have people reach for their hair and 
touch it and ask questions about it, and 
they don’t always stand tall in their hair-
style. But, to hear that God sees you as 
beautiful, I can’t tell you the value of that.

“To have visual representations of Je-
sus at St. Ambrose, whose skin color is 
much darker than what we’re used to see-
ing in the literally white-washed Bible,” is 
a blessing and a gift to the entire family, 
Davila said.   n

NOrtH CArOliNA continued from page H
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By sam Candler

Editor’s note: this sermon 
was delivered on Good 
Friday, April 10, 2020, 
at the beginning of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

IN YEARS PAST, I have preached on 
Good Friday in the glorious springtime, 
when the weather was so beautiful, in the 
fullness of azalea and dogwood blossoms, 
when people were fancy — when the 
world was alive and thriving and beautiful!

And, I remember on all those days, 
how hard it was to put myself into the 
somber mood of Good Friday. It was hard 
to talk about the suffering of Jesus when 
the sun outside was shining so brightly in 
our lives.

This year, of course, is different.
We are living in a tremendous and 

overwhelming Good Friday. With the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our world is shut 
down and living in a global Good Friday. 
We have been experiencing Holy Week, 
we have been experiencing Good Friday, 
for some time now.

Some of us are suffering greatly. Some of 
us are in pain. Some of us are dying. All of 
us are trapped. All of us have been in a kind 
of imprisonment. We don’t know what day 
it is; we don’t know what time it is.

I am thinking of prison on this Good 
Friday. It might be that Jesus, imprisoned 

and questioned on the cross, has some-
thing to teach us today. 

I remember reading so long ago, the 
powerful prison poem, by George Gor-
don, Lord Byron, titled “The Prisoner of 
Chillon.” The speaker, one Francois Boni-
vard, much of whose family had been 
killed for political reasons, is speaking 
from a dungeon prison where he and two 
of his remaining brothers were chained:

They chain’d us each to a column stone,
And we were three—yet, each alone;
We could not move a single pace,
We could not see each other’s face,
But with that pale and livid light
That made us strangers in our sight:
And thus together—yet apart,
Fetter’d in hand, but join’d in heart,
Those words remind me of today — 

individuals and households stuck together 
in one place, sharing stories at one mo-
ment, but also being so tired and grumpy 
the next.

At the very end of Lord Byron’s poem, 
Bonivard says:

My very chains and I grew friends,
So much a long communion tends
To make us what we are:—even I
Regain’d my freedom with a sigh.
That is what imprisonment did for the 

Prisoner of Chillon. “A long communion,” 
he said, “tends to make us what we are.” 

Being imprisoned, of course, is not a 
gift most of us choose. But, it seems to me 
that we, on Good Friday, can learn from 

people who have been in prison.
In times of crisis, like times in prison, 

I believe that most of us act in the same 
way we usually act — only moreso. Anx-
ious people get more anxious in prison, in 
crisis. Peaceful people get more peaceful. 
Generous people get more generous. Self-
ish people get more selfish.

People who are angry get more an-
gry. People’s political persuasions stay the 
same; they just get louder.  

Beautiful people clearly get more beau-
tiful. Remember the beautiful young girl, 
Anne Frank, hiding with her huddled 
family from the Nazis? Even in a kind 
of imprisonment, she wrote in her diary 
that “I’ve found that there is always some 
beauty left — in nature, sunshine, free-
dom, in yourself; these can all help you.”

Her words, coming from the midst of 
sorrow and imprisonment, teach us some-
thing.

And she said this: “In spite of every-
thing I still believe that people are really 
good at heart. I simply can’t build up my 
hopes on a foundation consisting of con-
fusion, misery, and death. I see the world 
gradually being turned into a wilderness, I 
hear the ever approaching thunder, which 
will destroy us too, I can feel the sufferings 
of millions and yet, if I look up into the 
heavens, I think that it will all come right, 
that this cruelty too will end, and that 
peace and tranquility will return again.”

Of course, contrary to what she imag-
ined, it did not come right, for her. Anne 
Frank would die before ever being free 
again. She never saw the literal end to the 
cruelty. But she did become more of who 
she truly was. Her hope, her optimism, 
her appreciation for beauty and love, 
teach us still today.

The great South African leader, Nelson 
Mandela, also wrote from prison, from a 
political imprisonment. He, too, became 
more of who he was, while in prison.

He wrote, “I am fundamentally an op-
timist. Whether that comes from nature 
or nurture, I cannot say. Part of being op-
timistic is keeping one’s head pointed to-
ward the sun, one’s feet moving forward. 
There were many dark moments when 
my faith in humanity was sorely tested, 
but I would not and could not give my-
self up to despair. That way lays defeat 
and death.”

The Good Friday resurrection starts inside us

‘
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Finally, these words: “As I walked out 
the door toward the gate that would lead 
to my freedom, I knew if I didn’t leave my 
bitterness and hatred behind, I’d still be 
in prison.”

The time of communion with oneself, 
while in prison, has provided some good 
people with an opportunity to teach us 
good things.

But, first, we have to know truly who 
we are. In our time, can our season of im-
prisonment teach us about our internal 
prisons? “If I didn’t leave my bitterness 
and hatred behind,” said Mandela, “I’d 
still be in prison.”

How has your Lent been? Do you re-
member the words of the Ash Wednesday 
service, the invitation to a Holy Lent, the 
invitation to “self-examination?” In our 
Lenten imprisonment, how is that “self-
examination” going? What have you dis-
covered?

I have discovered, maybe, the same 
thing that Jesus discovered. Jesus the 
Christ knew very fully his inner soul, his 
being. Jesus was familiar with the inner 
turmoil and temptation of his soul.

Well, I have discovered the same thing. 
I have discovered that God is in us. God is 
not only with us, God is in us. God is in 
the courage and stamina of medical work-
ers and grocery store workers and delivery 
persons and construction workers and 
mothers and fathers.

True contemplation reveals the same 
thing in each of us, individually. There is 

life in us, because God is in us. We are 
saved, by the energy and spirit of the God 
who is in us.

It was Pontius Pilate, famous for put-
ting lots of people into prison, who asked 
the famous question, “What is truth?” 
Good Friday is our Christian response to 
that question.

The truth is that God loves us, God 
loves all of us, all of humanity, with a love 
so deep that God becomes the depth in 
us. In Jesus the Christ, God moves inside 
us and absorbs the suffering and pain of 
the whole world. The love of God is never 
more manifest than the love of a suffering 
Jesus from the cross. This, today, is when 
God saves us — when God becomes hu-
man in the cross.

And, it turns out, this is when the Res-
urrection starts, too. The Resurrection is 
not merely an earthquake explosion mo-
ment on Easter Sunday. The Resurrection 
starts when Jesus knows himself, is alert 
and mindful of God’s spirit of love, deep 
within himself. It started from the inside 

in Jesus, on Good Friday, 
and it burst forth and out-
ward on Easter morning.

That same Resurrection 
starts in us the same way, 
from the inside. Even when 
that inside looks like dark-
ness, it starts with us, on 
Good Friday, when we face 
the truth of ourselves with 
the eternal love and grace 
of God.

When our depth and 
solitude enable us to know ourselves, 
when our solitude empowers us to be 
aware of truth in a new way, that is when 
new life begins to occur. We call that self-
awareness: Resurrection. We call that en-
lightenment, new life.

And it begins on Good Friday, in the 
depth of self-knowledge and awareness.

In this season of contagion, we sure 
have discovered lots of things that are 
contagious. The coronavirus is, for sure. 
But peace is contagious. Anxiety is conta-
gious, but so is calm. Fear is contagious, 
but so is love. Self-knowledge, inner 
awareness, is contagious. The more we re-
alize who we, ourselves, truly are — the 
more people around us will realize who 
they themselves truly are. 

Good Friday saves us. It gives us the in-
ner power of new and ever-refreshing life.

God raises us from the inside out, from 
inside the tomb. God frees us, by starting 
from inside the prison.

Good Friday is the depth, the depth of 
that long communion, that long commu-
nion that actually tends to make us what 
we are, that actually shows us who God is. 
The Resurrection starts with Good Friday, 
from inside us.   n

The Very Rev. Sam Candler is dean of the 
Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta. This was 
originally published at the Episcopal Café 
website (www.episcopalcafe.com).

“ 
i can feel the sufferings of 
millions and yet, if i look up 
into the heavens, i think that 
it will all come right.”— Anne Frank

resurreCtiON continued from page P

In a sense, Good News Gardens is ef-
fectively fueling the church’s evolution. 
Agrarian ministry is a public liturgy as the 
church works to change its culture, said the 
Rev. Melanie Mullen, director of reconcili-
ation, justice and creation care. The more 
that work beyond the pews is considered 
part of the church, “the more we can do to 
revitalize the energy behind spreading the 
Gospel in all these different ways,” she said.

As Blecha and Meyer look to their third 
growing season, they’re sticking with Good 
News Gardens — and they have ideas. 
“One of the next keys for Good News Gar-
dens is to bridge the gap between healthy 
produce and the people who need it most” 
with food kits similar to HelloFresh or 
Blue Apron, Blecha said. Churches could 

help to assemble them. The time needed 
to cook healthy food creates a barrier, she 
said; kits minimize that barrier. “We’re not 
a veggie farm, but if we were, that’s what I’d 
want to figure out,” she added.

However the details play out, Good 
News Gardens complements Good Cour-
age Farm’s vision. Meyers called the man-
date to plant, pray and proclaim a “beau-
tiful distillation” of the Gospel. “You put 
this seed in the ground and you commit 
to tending it, but there’s a certain point 
at which you realize the growth of that 
seed is not by your power,” she said. “And 
so sometimes all you can do is pray once 
you’ve put that seed in the ground.”   n

Heather Beasley Doyle is a freelance 
journalist, writer and editor based in 
Massachusetts.

GArDeNs continued from page K



r Episcopal Journal    spring 2021

Frolic Family offers Faith 
Classes and resources to 

connect with young families 
in your church community.

Early childhood ministry resources based 
on brain science and theology to build faith 
through play in babies, toddlers, and young 

children from birth to age five.

Frolic Nursery helps you 
create an intentional 

church nursery from birth 
through age three.

Frolic Preschool is a Sunday 
school to help your three- 

to five-year-olds learn faith 
concepts through play!

NURSERY
LITTLE STEPS.

BIG FAITH.TM

FAMILY
LITTLE STEPS.

BIG FAITH.TM

Learn more and download samples at wearesparkhouse.org/frolic

the episcopal church welcomes you

All Saints • Safford
928-348-9430
saints.azdiocese.org

All Saints of the Desert • Sun City 
623-974-8404
desertsaints.azdiocese.org

All Saints’ Church & Day School •
Phoenix 
602-279-5539 
allsaintsoncentral.org

Christ Church of the Ascension • 
Paradise Valley 
602-840-8210 
www.ccaaz.org

Christ the King • Tucson 
520-297-2551 
www.ctktucson.org

Church of Our Saviour • Lakeside 
928-537-7830 
churchofoursaviourwm.org

Church of St. Matthew • Tucson 
520-298-9782 
stmatthew.azdiocese.org

Church of the Advent • 
Sun City West 
623-584-0350 
www.adventaz.org

Church of the Apostles • Oro Valley 
520-544-9660 
www.ovapostles.org

Church of the Epiphany • Flagstaff 
928-774-2911 
www.epiphanyaz.org

Church of the Epiphany • Tempe
 480-968-4111
 www.epiphany-tempe.org

Church of the Nativity • Scottsdale 
480-307-9216 
www.nativityscottsdale.org 

Church of the Transfiguration • 
Mesa 
480-986-1145 
www.transfiguration-mesa.org

Emmaus Church Plant • Surprise
623-340-7474
www.emmausepiscopal.org

Good Shepherd of the Hills • 
Cave Creek 
480-488-3283 
www.goodshepherdaz.org

Grace Church • Lake Havasu City 
928-855-2525 
www.grace-episcopal.net

Grace St. Paul’s • Tucson 
520-327-6857 
www.gsptucson.org

Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo • 
Phoenix
602-255-0602 
sanpablo.azdiocese.org

Resurrection Church • Gilbert
480-719-5343
www.resurrectiongilbert.org

SS Philip & James • Morenci 
928-348-9430
philipandjames.azdiocese.org

Santa Maria • Phoenix
602-350-4688
santamaria.azdiocese.org 

St. Alban’s • Tucson 
520-296-0791
www.stalbansaz.org

St. Alban’s • Wickenburg 
928-684-2133 
www.stalbanswickenburg.com

St. Andrew’s • Glendale 
623-846-8046 
standrewsglendale.azdiocese.org

St. Andrew’s • Nogales 
520-281-1523 
www.standrewsaz.org

St. Andrew’s • Sedona 
928-282-4457 
www.saint-andrews.org

St. Andrew’s • Tucson 
520-622-8318 
www.standrewstucson.org

St. Anthony on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-451-0860 
www.st-anthony.net

St. Augustine’s • Tempe 
480-967-3295 
staugustinetempe.org

St. Barnabas on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-948-5560 
www.saintbarnabas.org

St. Christopher’s • Sun City 
623-972-1109 
www.stchristophers-az.org

St. Francis-in-the-Valley • 
Green Valley 
520-625-1370 
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

St. George’s • Holbrook 
928-524-2361 
www.stgeorge.azdiocese.org

St. James the Apostle • Tempe 
480-345-2686 
www.stjamestempe.org

St. John the Baptist • Glendale 
623-582-5449 
www.stjohnsaz.org

St. John’s • Bisbee 
520-432-7006 
stjohns.azdiocese.org

St. John’s • Globe 
928-425-5160 
stjohnsglobe.org

St. John’s Episcopal-Lutheran 
Congregation • Williams 
928-635-2781 
stjohnswilliamsaz.org

St. Luke’s • Prescott 
928-778-4499 
www.stlukesprescott.church

St. Luke’s at the Mountain • Phoenix 
602-276-7318 
www.stlukesatthemountainchurch.com

St. Mark’s • Mesa 
480-964-5820 
www.stmarksmesa.org

St. Mary’s • Phoenix 
602-354-7540 
www.stmarysphoenix.org

St. Matthew’s • Chandler 
480-899-7386 
www.saintmatthewschurch.org

St. Michael & All Angels • Tucson 
520-886-7292 
www.smallangelstucson.org

St. Michael’s • Coolidge 
520-723-3845 
www.stmichaelscoolidge.com

St. Paul the Apostle 
Sudanese Church • Phoenix 
602-253-4094 
stpaulsapostle.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Payson 
928-474-3834 
www.stpaulspayson.org

St. Paul’s • Tombstone  
stpauls.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Winslow 
928-289-3851 
stpaulsmission.azdiocese.org

St. Peter’s • Litchfield Park 
623-935-3279 
www.stpetersaz.com

St. Peter’s • Casa Grande 
520-836-7693 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson 
520-299-6421 
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson 
520-586-4335 
straphael.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas 
520-364-7971 
ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix 
602-840-0437 
www.ststephens.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista 
520-458-4432 
www.ststephensaz.org

St. Thomas • Clarkdale 
928-634-8593 
stthomas.azdiocese.org

Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix 
602-254-7126 
www.azcathedral.org

Trinity Church • Kingman 
928-753-5658 
trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry • 
Flagstaff 
830-433-7858 
www.lcmcanterbury.org

Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU • 
Tempe 
480-967-3295 
www.azecm.org/tempe 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A • 
Tucson 
520-623-7575 
www.azecm.org/tucson

Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus 
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation
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BISHOP REDDALL’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

April
4/1 | Church of the Nativity, Scottsdale (for Maundy Thursday)

4/2 | St. James the Apostle, Tempe (for Good Friday)

4/4 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix (for Easter Services)

4/11 | Church of the Good Shepherd, Cave Creek
4/18 | St. Philip’s In The Hills, Tucson

4/25 | St. Barnabas on the Desert, Scottsdale

May
5/2 | Grace St. Paul’s, Tucson

5/9 | All Saints’ Church & Day School, Phoenix
5/16 | Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo, Phoenix
5/23 | St John’s Episcopal-Lutheran, Williams

5/30 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix

June
6/6 | St. George’s, Holbrook

*The schedule above is subject to change.

Our Mission

We exist to encourage and connect leaders as they grow Christ’s church

Existimos para animar y conectar líderes a medida que crecen la iglesia de Cristo

The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona

114 W. Roosevelt Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85003
602.254.0976 tel
602.495.6603 fax


