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az clergy news
Appointments

The Rev. Rosa Brown is now an Associate at Trinity Cathedral (Phoenix)
and Vicar of Santa Maria (Phoenix).

Departures

The Rev. Cathy Clark has accepted a
new career opportunity in Denver.
The Rev. Kimberlee Law has completed her time as an Associate at Grace
St. Paul’s (Tucson).

The Rev. Poulson Reed has accepted a
new call as Bishop of Oklahoma.

Faith & Family Night With The Phoenix Mercury!

Obituaries

The Rev. Steven R. Ford died. He most
recently served as an Assistant at St.
Mark's (Mesa).

The Rev. Samuel O. Hosler died. He
most recently served as an Assistant
at St. Michael's (Coolidge).

Ordinations

Dallas Wings vs Phoenix Mercury
June 26th, 2020 @ 7 pm
Join us as the Mercury highlight the Christian community in
Arizona and honor Bishop Jennifer Reddall during the game.
Watch for more event details to be released!

Purchase Your Discounted Tickets Here:
https://groupmatics.events/EpiscopaldioceseMerc
For more information please contact Connor Sprague:
(602) 379-7785 or csprague@suns.com

PRIEST
The Rev. Henry J. Hoffman, Jr.

Mark your calendar for the 9th Annual Episcopal
Night with the Arizona Diamondbacks as they
take on the San Francisco Giants. After the game,
there will be fireworks, followed by a player Q&A,
and a concert to end the festivities. Bring your
family and friends and enjoy the fellowship!

SAVE THE DATE!
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FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 | 6:40 PM
CHASE FIELD, PHOENIX

PAPAL WISDOM
BY THE RT REV JENNIFER A REDDALL
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

The one-year anniversary of my consecration as Bishop of
Arizona is drawing
me into some reflections on what I have
learned, and the nature of the episcopate. It continues to be a joy to serve
as your bishop, and I have a deep and
abiding sense of being where God has
called me to be.
I have received a lot of advice from my
more experienced colleagues, much of
it good, but here I would share with you
some advice from the papacy:

“See everything. Overlook a
great deal. Correct a little.”
So said Pope John XXIII of the episcopate, quoted more recently by Pope
Francis (and possibly originally said
by Bernard of Clairvaux or St. Gregory
the Great).

See everything. There is so much to
see. The flow of data through my office is insane. A story for every clergyperson, a story for every congregation, a matrix of relationships and
histories to learn and recall pastorally and administratively. An entire
world of news, policies, and theological issues to be wrestled with and—
sometimes—commented upon.
Overlook a great deal. I have never
felt so finite. Which means that much
gets overlooked—sometimes deliberately, and sometimes inadvertently.
My fear is always that the good things
are being overlooked—congregations
and communities that are thriving
get comparatively little of my attention, compared to those which are in
crisis. But in general, even when I see
something that is not ideal, as it gets
triaged in my mind and heart, I realize that if no one’s salvation depends
upon amending this, and if no people
are being actively harmed…better
to just let it go. If the people doing it
want to change, they will, and we will

be ready to help.
Correct a little. There have been relatively few decisions this year that I
would view as a correction. Each of
them has come with a good bit of
contemplation, fear, and trembling.
I continue to be grateful for mentors
past and present helping to shape me
into a bishop who is caring yet firm,
prayerful and playful, one who can
inspire both members of our diocese
and those outside our churches towards faithful action and closer relationship with Jesus.

Coronavirus Resources
NOTE: This magazine edition was in
process before the outbreak of the
COVID-19 pandemic. We've created a
COVID-19 resources page on our website at azdiocese.org/coronavirus.html.
SIGN UP
Bishop Reddall’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Nicole Krug at
nicole@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.
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STAFF CHANGES
NEW DIOCESAN CANON
FOR CREATION CARE
Bishop Reddall is thrilled to announce
that she has called the Rev. Pam Hyde
as the Canon for Creation Care. Canon
Pam joined the diocesan staff on
January 1. She does not have an office
at Diocesan House, but will be “in
the field” visiting congregations and
providing theological and practical
resources to our church communities
on how to be better stewards of God’s
creation. She will split her residential
time between Flagstaff and Tubac.

as executive director of her own regional river conservation organization. She also taught a masters-level
class at Northern Arizona University,
and served as a graduate advisor at
Prescott College. Pam received her
bachelor’s degree from Amherst College, her master’s and law degrees
in Natural Resource Economics and
Policy from Duke University, and a
Graduate Certificate in Water Policy
from the University of Arizona. It
was this background that led Bishop
Reddall to ask Pam to discern a call
to this position.
Pam graduated from Yale Divinity
School with an M.Div. in 2016. She
served as Assistant Rector at St.
Francis in the Valley (Green Valley)
for the past three years. She is part
of the Steering Committee for Cruzando Fronteras (the diocesan border
and migration ministry), and is on the
board of Imago Dei Middle School
in Tucson.
She and her husband, Doug, are dedicated outdoor-lovers and head out
into the natural world to hike, kayak,
whitewater rafting, cross-country
ski or snowshoe as often as possible.
Pam loves to read, aspires to become
a better servant leader, and grounds
herself in centering prayer.

Pam was born outside of Cleveland,
Ohio, and has lived in Arizona for 27
of the past 30 years. Her family’s roots
in Arizona go back to statehood, and
some of her earliest memories are of
horseback riding in the desert west of
Litchfield Park when she was 4 years
old. As an adult, she’s lived in Wickenburg, Tubac, Phoenix, Scottsdale,
Flagstaff, Tucson, and Green Valley.
Prior to her call to ordained ministry, Pam was called to protect God’s
creation. That call became a 20-year
career in river conservation, working
for government agencies, nonprofit conservation organizations, and
eventually co-founding and serving
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PAM CAN BE REACHED VIA EMAIL AT:
PAM@AZDIOCESE.ORG. PLEASE CONTACT
HER TO SCHEDULE A PRESENTATION TO
YOUR CONGREGATION OR VESTRY/
BISHOP’S COMMITTEE!

TRANSITION IN
SAFEGUARDING
ADMINISTRATORS
As those who were at Diocesan
Convention last October heard,
Sharon Graves, who was the longest
tenured employee at Diocesan House,
retired at the end of 2019. She had
been a valuable employee in the
many roles she held in the office over
the past 19 years, and was named
an honorary Canon of the Diocese of

azdiocese.org

Arizona at Convention. Bishop Reddall
appreciated all she had done for the
Diocese and wished her well in her
retirement!

beginning in May 2019. Lauree was
received into The Episcopal Church
in October 2019.
Bishop Reddall met Lauree at New
Ministry Orientation last year and
had a chance to talk with her at
length. After learning more about
Lauree and her background, Bishop
Reddall asked Lauree if she would be
willing to step into the Safeguarding
Administrator position. “Lauree has
the right combination of organizational skills and good humor to interact with all of our congregations as
we ensure compliance with our Safe
Church Policies, keeping our congregations safe places to worship, learn,
and work for all God’s people.”

Lauree Birchmeier from St. Luke’s
(Prescott) was named to succeed
Sharon, and began as the new Safeguarding Administrator on January 1.
Lauree was born in Iowa, graduated
from Iowa State with a Bachelor’s
Degree in Education and taught
school in Australia for two years.
Upon returning to the U.S., she
moved to Michigan, got married and
had one son, Alex, who lives and
works in Chicago.
She has been involved in church
work since high school, first as a volunteer, and later as a full time employee as Director of Youth Ministry,
in the largest Catholic church in the
Diocese of Saginaw.
Lauree has lived in Arizona since
May 2018. Upon arriving in Prescott
Valley, she was invited to attend St.
Luke’s and found a home there. She
experienced the welcoming environment at St. Luke’s as a breath of fresh
air. She immediately became involved and volunteered as an Office
Receptionist. She has worked closely
with the Parish Administrator, Beth
Parknowitz, stepping in to cover for
her while she was on medical leave

LAUREE DOES HAVE AN OFFICE AT THE
DIOCESAN HOUSE, BUT WILL WORK
REMOTELY FROM PRESCOTT. SHE CAN BE
REACHED AT LAUREE@AZDIOCESE.ORG.

TRANSITION IN DIOCESAN
CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES

Jesse has expressed much gratitude
for his time working on diocesan
staff. He says, “The Diocese of Arizona has allowed me to discover new
depths of myself and my faith, and I
look forward to implementing what I
have learned in this church into my
business ethics.”
On March 1, 2020, Jesse became a
part time staff member. He is focused
on upcoming, big youth events such
as Camp Genesis and the Episcopal
Youth Event (EYE). Jesse will complete
his time as a diocesan staff member
on July 15, at the end of EYE.
With Jesse’s departure, Bishop Reddall chose to put the responsibility for
ministry with young people under a
single staff member, so on March 1,
Jana Sundin’s title changed to Canon
for Children & Youth. She now oversees diocesan Youth and Young Adult
ministry as well as her current portfolio of Children’s and Family ministry.

After serving five years as the Canon
for Youth and Young Adult Ministries,
Jesse Villegas, Jr. is taking the next
leap in his career. Jesse will be the
owner of “The Porch” Coffee Shop in
downtown Prescott. The Porch values
quality coffee, meaningful conversations, and great community.

She will have the ability to do that
because Bishop Reddall called Deanna
Fair to a part time position as Summer
Camp Manager. She joined the diocesan staff on Monday, February 17, and
took on some administrative responsibilities that were shared by Jesse and
Jana in scheduling, counselor training,
and camper recruitment.

Deanna has spent the last several
years working in youth, children’s
and family ministries, as the Director
of Children’s Ministries at St. Matthew’s (Chandler) and as Director of
Youth and Family at Church of the
Epiphany (Tempe). Both communities
and their leadership were incredibly
supportive of her time at summer
camp, which started as a two-week
commitment, but quickly grew to five!
Deanna says, “I also have a VERY supportive husband whom after 21 years
of marriage can tell you that for sure,
Camp is my Jam! (You will find that I
use that phrase a lot.)” Deanna feels
that Summer Camp is a time and
space where the Holy Spirit dwells,
campers see that they are a part of
God’s perfect creation and that all
who come are forever changed.
Bishop Reddall stated, “Although we
are sad to be losing Jesse as a staff
member, we’re excited that we’ll be
able to visit his coffee shop whenever we go up to Chapel Rock! And
I couldn’t be more pleased to have
Deanna join our staff in a way that
will allow us to keep serving the
children and youth of our diocese
through the fantastic programs that
Jana, Jesse, and many others have
worked so hard to build.”
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HAVE DEANNA
VISIT YOUR CHURCH AND TALK ABOUT
SUMMER CAMP, REACH OUT TO HER AT
DEANNA@AZDIOCESE.ORG.
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MOMENTO MORI, ASH WEDNESDAY
Beloved in the Desert, an Episcopal
Service Corps program located in Tucson,
provides an opportunity for young adults
to pray, serve in community non-profits
and churches, study, and live in intentional
Christian community together for 10.5
months. One of the Beloved in the Desert
Corps Members designed a unique Ash
Wednesday experience as a part of their
service placement at the Episcopal Campus Ministry at the University of Arizona.
Jess and their fellow Corps Members
constructed a coffin as a primary component of their Ash Wednesday station
outside the ECM at the University. Jess
reflects on this project here:
As projects often begin these days,
my housemate sent me a Twitter
post: a campus ministry at a university in the Netherlands had dug
a grave where students could lay in
and think about their life, their death,
and their vulnerability.
As an intern at the Episcopal Campus
Ministry at the University of Arizona
and a person always looking for ways
to make people talk about death, I really wanted to dig a grave. Given that
the campus ministry doesn’t quite
have the land to dig, we decided to
build a coffin. And that we did.

On Ash Wednesday, we spent the
day outside of the Campus Christian Center, with our built coffin, an
altar, and a space for people to pray.
Throughout the day, students and
community members stopped by to
engage with the coffin, talk to us, and
receive ashes.
I became interested in how we talk
and think about death when I worked
as a veterinary technician. After several conversations about quality of
life and how the pet was to be buried, I realized that many of us have
thought more about our pet’s deaths
than our own.

Wednesday. We are asked to lay in our
own mortality, to lay in our own sin,
to realize that the wages of sin are
death. While lying in our own mortality, we look up. We see the cross and
ask, O Death, where is your sting, O
hell, where is thy victory?
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN LEARNING
MORE ABOUT BELOVED IN THE DESERT,
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://STPHILIPSTUCSON.
ORG/BELOVED OR FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK OR INSTAGRAM (BELOVED_TUCSON.)
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO KNOW MORE
ABOUT THE EPISCOPAL CAMPUS MINISTRY
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA, PLEASE
CONTACT ECMTUCSON@GMAIL.COM.

While we have hope in the Resurrection, we still die. Ash Wednesday
calls us to confront and sit with the
truth that we are dust and to dust we
shall return.
After setting up the space, UofA
Chaplain, Rev. Ben Garren, and I each
took a few minutes to lay in the coffin. Unplanned by us, the view from
the coffin was open sky, a small olive
tree, and the cross on the top of the
Campus Christian Center.
This is what is at the heart of Ash
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A SUMMER OF TRANSFORMATIONS
BY JANA SUNDIN, CANON FOR CHILDREN
& YOUTH

Summer camp will be full of growth
and innovation this year! While we
will still have the fun camp classics
and the deep, intentional spiritual
formation that keep our campers
coming back to Chapel Rock summer
after summer, some exciting changes
are ahead.
First of all, we will have not two but
three weeks of camp for both youth
and children. Second, two of these
weeks will overlap, so Sessions 2
and 3 are open to campers of all ages
between 3rd and 12th grades. That
means you can send your elementaryaged and high school-aged campers
the same week! Campers will get to
participate in worship and fun activities all together, and they will also engage in age-specific Christian formation and adventures. We are so
excited for our campers to reap the
benefits of mixed-age camping that
might even save families a couple
trips to Prescott! Building on last

year’s theme, Path to Peace, our theme
this summer is the Way of Love, and
we will spend each week of camp
practicing different ways of grounding
ourselves in the love of God so we can
love our neighbors as ourselves.
We will also be hosting our third
summer of Camp Genesis, whose
mission is to create a safe space for
children of incarcerated parents to
have fun, grow in self-esteem, and
encounter Christ. Camp Genesis is
offered at no cost to families and is
funded by generous donations from
churches and individuals. And new
this year, we will also partner with
Winged Hope, a family advocacy center, to host Camp Hope, a camping
and mentoring program for children
and teens impacted by domestic
violence (visit: wingedhope.org and.
camphopeamerica.org to learn more).
We are thrilled to expand the ways
Chapel Rock is a place of healing and
growth for young people.

of all ages, or families with no children! You can use your family vacation time to unplug from the busyness of daily life and reconnect with
your family and with God.
Finally, we welcome Deanna Fair
as our Summer Camp Manager.
She would love to come talk with
your church about all of our camp
programs! Contact Deanna at
deanna@azdiocese.org.
Our policy is that no camper is
turned away because of inability to
pay full tuition, so please tell every
young person you know about camp,
and please help us fund this generous policy. You can fully sponsor a
camper for $415, or give any amount
at www.chapelrock.net/donate.htm.
It’s going to be a great summer at
Chapel Rock!

See you at camp!

And don’t forget Summer Family
Camp for families with children

Come experience all that Chapel Rock has to offer at the Diocesan 2020 Summer Camps! Friendship,
prayer, music, arts & crafts, nature, and fun for every age, from Kindergarten to 12th grade and
beyond! Prices vary by camp; visit the Chapel Rock website for details and to register.

azdiocese.org
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THERE ARE ANGELS AMONG US: A STORY OF HOW THE
“ANGEL QUILTS” MINISTRY WAS STARTED
BY SHARON MOONEY WELKER, ST LUKE’S
(PRESCOTT)

“For it is God that works in us, both to
will and to do of His good pleasure.”
— Philippians 2:13

Phoenix Children’s Hospital
(PCH) is truly amazing!
Linda Leal and Sharon Welker,
from St Luke’s Episcopal Church in
Prescott, have taken two carloads of
brightly colored quilts in
gift bags for the children at
PCH since the beginning of
the exciting “Angel Quilts”
ministry in May of 2019.
And we are ready to go
down again soon with another car load this month.
We want to share with
you our vision of love and
comfort for these children
in hopes that we might
expand this ministry to
include many of our other
churches throughout the
Diocese of Arizona.
The “Angel Quilts” program began
after Sharon had written a report
for her Education for Ministry (EFM)
class in March 2019 about her friend,
Allison West, and Allison’s “Justin
Bags” ministry. Allison’s son, Justin,
died at UofA Medical Center on December 9, 2000 after being diagnosed
with neuroblastoma cancer two years
before. After Justin’s death, Allison
took comforting quilts to the children with catastrophic illnesses at
St. Joseph’s Hospital, PCH, and UofA
Medical Center. You can read a short
article from the University of Arizona about Allison’s amazing ministry
online here: https://uanews.arizona.
edu/story/mom-who-lost-son-cancershowers-gifts-children-umc. Allison

had delivered her “Justin Bags” for
many years, but she had to give this
up because of acute arthritis.

catastrophic illnesses from many
states of the U.S., plus children from
nine other countries.

After reading Sharon’s EFM report,
Rev. Pierre-Henry Buisson, the Rector
of St. Luke’s, wrote Sharon an email
and said that he would love to have
a ministry like Allison’s “Justin Bags”
right here at St Luke’s! This was the
Tuesday before Sharon was to give
her report on a Thursday.

Since many of the children come to
PHS from other cities, states, and
countries, the parents of these very
sick children must leave their precious ones and go home. They have
to work.

Sharon dismissed this as an impossible dream, only to find out after her
Thursday talk that there was a new
family at St. Luke’s, Hank and Linda
Leal. Linda had only the Sunday before expressed a desire to be part of a
quilting ministry for children! Linda
is a master quilter and loves to teach
others as well.
If that’s not God’s “willing and doing”
for His good pleasure, I don’t know
what is!
Phoenix Children’s Hospital is built to
appeal to a child’s eyes. Every wall at
PCH is brightly colored, and whimsical murals are everywhere. As of last
November, there were patients with

Allison learned from seeing these
vulnerable children without their
families, that when she
gave them a brightly colored quilt to wrap around
their shoulders and to call
their own, they were comforted. There is always a
need, and we are praying
that many of you will want
to join us.
Instead of our labels saying, “Made especially for
you, from St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Prescott, Arizona”, the labels could say,
“Made especially for you,
from [insert your church
name and city].”
There ARE angels among us, and we
are thinking that you are that angel
who God is nudging “to will and to do
of God’s good pleasure”.
As E.J. Montini, Arizona Republic
writer said in his 2001 Mother’s Day
article about Allison West, “It’s funny
how that works. You give a kid a
blanket and it keeps you warm.”
IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN STARTING THIS
MINISTRY AT YOUR CHURCH, PLEASE
CONTACT US: LINDA LEAL, 928-717-1647, OR
LEAL.TRAILSEND@GMAIL.COM OR SHARON
WELKER, 928-541-1074, OR AT
SHARON_WELKER_98@YAHOO.COM.
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DEACON BEACON
BY THE REV. KIM CRECCA

This monthly feature in the E-pistle
e-newsletter highlights one of our deacons
and their ministry.

THE REV. CHRIS CHRISTY
The Rev. Chris Christy was ordained
as a Deacon in 2016 and currently
serves at St. Luke's in Prescott.
After ordination, I took on oversight
for the Pastoral Care ministry that
had been languishing at St. Luke’s for
some time. Deacon Kimball Arnold
and I went through the church directory to identify
those who were
not coming to
church or coming
irregularly and
discussed what
we knew about
these people.
Telecare helped
us learn about
illnesses, upcoming surgeries, etc.
I created a “Watch
List” and updated
the list with information from the
Eucharistic Ministers. I also created
a monthly calendar that included a list of all those
we were serving, as well as those we
were watching. The Telecare process
led us to start seeing between 12 and
20 people on a monthly basis. We increased our Eucharist Ministry team
from 5 to 12 dedicated individuals in
order to meet the need.
As the pastoral care ministry grew,
I came to realize that our Eucharistic Ministers were doing much more
than simply taking the Eucharist to
those in need. They were also providing human contact, meals, homecare

14

ARIZONA EPISCOPALIAN

and other assistance. This looked a
lot more like a ministry I had heard
about called Stephen Ministry (www.
stephenministries.org/stephenministry/
default.cfm/917). Stephen Ministry
began in 1975 by a pastor/clinical psychologist named Rev. Kenneth Haugk
in order to train laypeople to provide
one-to-one Christian care to hurting
people in and around their congregation. Stephen Ministry is named after
the first Deacon in the early church,
and I figured that was a good fit for
me! Along with another member
of our congregation, I started taking training for
Stephen Ministry in 2017 and in
2018, I offered the
classes at
St. Luke’s.
Shortly after
we started Stephen Ministry
at St. Luke’s, we
received a call
about an elderly
lady who wanted some form of
Christian fellowship. I went and
visited her, where
I learned that
she was totally
homebound and didn’t have any
family left. Because her work caused
her to travel a lot, she didn’t have
church roots in the area. She told me
that she had called every church in
Prescott to see if someone would visit
her but nobody came. That broke my
heart. What I found in talking with
her was how deeply religious and
spiritual this lady was and how she
much she craved a spiritual outlet.
We read Bible passages and talked
about what might be going on in
those times. She really connected
Biblical times with what was
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happening today and how little
everything had changed. I assigned
a Stephen minister to her who her
brought Eucharist twice a month. Her
minister also came to visit her every
week for an hour. Our team followed
her to the hospital, rehab, and then
the nursing home. We formed a bond
with her and she became a member
of our family. When she passed away
in early August of 2019, our team held
a service for her when we distributed
her ashes.

children, mentoring an EFM
group for many years, volunteering as a chaplain for
hospice, supporting a mobile
food produce distribution
enterprise, visiting the ill
and homebound, taking
my dog on therapy trips to
schools for the disabled,
working with a community
organizing group promoting
better health care for children...the list went on.

This lady helped me realize how
important a spiritual connection
can be to someone. I think this
ministry has made me more aware
of how important it is to connect with
others spiritually and that there is a
time and a place for this kind of connection. As deacons, we are called to
serve those on the fringes of society.
And where are those fringes? We
think of the homeless, the homebound, and the elderly, but this lady
fell through the cracks. She wasn’t
homeless, she was familyless. That
is what this is all about — creating
family for those who have been
cast out.

It was a rich and over-busy life.
I struggled with all the different
threads of service I was trying to
weave together. I knew I was weaving
a cloak, but it often seemed tattered
with many loose ends.

THE REV. MARTHA DURHAM
Martha Durham serves as a Deacon at
Church of the Nativity in Scottsdale.
I was welcomed as a Deacon for the
Church of the Nativity in Scottsdale
on Christmas Eve of 2016. I had
recently moved to Arizona from
Chicago, and was glad to find a place
in the West from which to live out
my ministry.
Raising my family in suburban
Chicago, my life had been filled with
journeys of leadership in formation
and exploration classes for all ages
of children and adults, including
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd for

space for those who journey
this way. I continue to do a
myriad of different ministries from knitting and
centering prayer to supporting outreach work and children’s lessons.

Deacon Durham (middle) with parishioners at Church of the Nativity.

My ministry of presence has developed and deepened. I am a Spiritual
Director, and hold a circle of listening

Now I have an understanding of the foundation supporting this work and my
place in it. I do God’s work,
ever changing, and always centered on a Ministry of Presence.

I entered the process of discernment
and formation as a Deacon, and I
decided that once I was ordained, I
would know my focus. I would no
longer be a jack-of-all-trades, I would
be a Deacon. I would be focused and
clear in my skills.
Ordained in 2008, I continued with
my ministries, adding layers of liturgical work. Even with my service at
the Altar, I was puzzled, I was still
myself. Really! I still loved to do all
kinds of different work. I still had
a thousand colored threads on the
loom, trying to weave them into one
cloth. But now, I had gained a different insight into this weaving. I gained
a different vocabulary for this skill.
I was excellent at a Ministry of Presence. I was able to create a safe place
for people. In this space children
could explore their relationship
with God, adults could push the
boundaries of their thinking of God,
and the dying could have a moment
of peace with God. The disabled
children could lead the dog on a walk,
the hungry were fed.

azdiocese.org

SPRING 2020

15

An Event Sponsored by
St. James the Apostle
Church | Tempe, AZ
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WALK
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WALK

The Holy Land

TO END HOMELESSNESS
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January 4 – 16, 2021
Especially designed for:

Space is limited. Register Today!

Hosted by:

The Very Rev. Troy Mendez
Contact troy@trinitycathedral.com
for more information
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Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
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PHOENIX ZOO
455 N. Galvin Pkwy
PHX, AZ 85008

6-9
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REGISTER ONLINE AT: umom.org/walk
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EPISCOPAL CONGREGATIONS SERVING VETERANS
The Episcopal Church of St. John the
Baptist in Glendale has been accepted
as a member of the Military Chaplains Association-USA’s (MCA) Veteran/Military Friendly Congregations
(VMFC), along with current member,
All Saints of the Desert in Sun City.
Chartered by Congress in 1952, the
MCA is dedicated to the advocacy
and professional excellence of our
military and government agency
chaplains. The mission of the MCA
is to “safeguard and strengthen the
forces of faith and morality of our
nation; to perpetuate and deepen the
bonds of understanding and friendship of our military service; to preserve our spiritual influence and
interest in all members and veterans
of the Armed Forces; to uphold the C
onstitution of the United States; and
to promote justice, peace & goodwill.”
The VMFCA was started to help
veterans and their families find a
sense of community and support.
For the past six years, military
veterans in Arizona have embodied
the mission and principles of this
organization. Monthly home-cooked
meals are prepared, delivered, and

18

ARIZONA EPISCOPALIAN

served veterans in transition to make
life just a little easier. In talking with
the veterans at the Friday meal
delivery, the most common response
is, “It is great to get a hot meal at
least once a week. So much better
than the sandwiches we get the rest
of the week, it really feels special.”
Another response is, “I've been here
eight months and have eaten your
hot meal nine times. Thanks, they're
really special.”
Five Episcopal congregations serve
the U.S. Vets Center on Grand Avenue.
Every Friday, veterans receive a
hot meal provided by a different
Episcopal congregation. Churches
participating include: All Saints of
the Desert (Sun City), St. John the
Baptist (Glendale), St. Andrew’s (Glendale), St. Peter’s (Litchfield Park),
and Church of the Advent (Sun City
West). Over the past six years, it is
estimated the congregations have
provided more than 10,000 meals to
veterans living at the U.S. Vets Center.
Those who serve the meals get just
as much out of serving and preparing as the residents: “Our Vets have
done so much for us, this is one way
we can let them know we appreciate

azdiocese.org

the sacrifices they have made for us.”
Several of our Veterans ministry team
feel this is what God is calling them
to do: “I am called to be a listener, to
let the Vets know that we love them
and that God loves them. Some have
asked us to pray with them, and that
is what we do.”

Featuring:
SANDRA BASSETT, VOCALS
TIM ROBINSON, DRUMS
PAUL DARROW, KEYBOARD

The

SANDRA BASSETT TRIO

Many of those at the U.S. Vets Center
are in transition, may have recently
been homeless, out of work due to
disabilities, or require more time to
transition from the hardships of war
to a more sedate civilian environment. In short, veterans serving
veterans is a goodwill means to
thank them for their service and to
encourage each to continue to strive
to move on to a life of self-fulfillment.
For more info on how to start a
Military Veterans’ Ministry in your
church you are invited to contact
Richard Brown at All Saints of the
Desert (rbrown26@cox.net) or
Buz Isban at St. John the Baptist
(buzisban@cox.net). Or visit the Brotherhood of St. Andrew website ministry
page under Veterans Ministry: https://
brothersandrew.net/Ministries/
veteran-friendly-congregation.html.
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join us

Sunday, April 26th, 2020
6:00 PM - 8:00 PM

4102 W Union Hills Dr
Glendale, AZ 85308
www.stjohnsaz.org

•

Faith Through The Arts Ministry

-

DONATIONS GLADLY ACCEPTED
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2020 MISSION
RECEIVABLES
REPORTREPORT
2020 MISSION
SHARE RECEIVABLES
YTD (Feb)

YTD

YTD

YTD

Dec

Jan

Mission Share Reports Received - Activity Month
Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Reported

16.9% of

Paid

Over

2019

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

2020

Income

Income

Indicates "Parish"
Indicates "Mission"

7,919.00
1,338.31
1,338.32
Bisbee, St. John's
2,210.00
373.49
373.49
Casa Grande, St. Peter's
0.00
0.00
0.00
Cave Creek, Good Shep.
168,904.14
28,544.80
28,544.80
Chandler, St. Matthew's
193,081.10
32,630.71
32,630.71
Clarkdale, St. Thomas
3,845.65
649.91
649.90
Coolidge, St. Michael's
6,411.09
1,083.47
1,083.47
Douglas, St. Stephen's
8,231.90
1,391.19
1,391.19
Flagstaff, Epiphany
60,865.98
10,286.35
10,286.35
Gilbert, Resurrection
16,664.00
2,816.22
2,816.22
Glendale, St. Andrew's
Bishop is working with the church in reviewing their CSC plan.
0.00
0.00
0.00
Glendale, St. John/Baptist
66,533.47
11,244.16
11,444.16
Globe, St. John's
21,592.83
3,649.19
3,649.19
Green Valley, St. Francis
100,371.73
16,962.82
16,962.82
Holbrook, St. George
3,684.88
622.74
622.74
Kingman, Trinity
20,992.81
3,547.78
3,547.79
Lake Havasu City, Grace
30,634.00
5,177.15
5,177.40
Lakeside, Our Saviour
70,036.22
11,836.12
11,836.12
Litchfield Park. St. Peter's
95,601.27
16,156.61
16,156.61
Mesa, St. Mark's
38,972.35
6,586.33
6,586.33
Mesa, Transfiguration
16,059.20
2,714.00
2,714.00
Morenci, SS Philip & James
1,758.00
297.10
297.10
Nogales, St. Andrew's
25,296.73
4,275.15
4,275.15
Oro Valley, Apostles
12,375.33
2,091.43
2,091.43
Para.Vall., Christ Ch. Asc.
192,277.28
32,494.86
32,494.86
Payson, St. Paul's
39,752.72
6,718.21
6,718.21
Phoenix, Trinity Cathedral
85,193.01
14,397.62
14,397.62
Phoenix, All Saints'
320,934.22
54,237.88
54,237.88
Phoenix, St. Luke's @ Mt.
6,625.15
1,119.65
1,119.65
Phoenix, Santa Maria
New Clergy is working with them to start paying Mission Share.
0.00
0.00
0.00
Phoenix, St. Mary's
35,886.56
6,064.83
6,064.83
Phx, St Paul's Sudanese
Agreement with Bishop Smith of $1,000 per year/No end specified.
0.00
0.00
0.00
Phoenix, St. Stephen's
48,737.04
8,236.56
8,236.56
Phoenix, San Pablo
18,120.88
3,062.43
3,062.43
Prescott, St. Luke's
184,833.49
31,236.86
31,236.86
Safford, All Saint's
6,807.62
1,150.49
1,150.49
Scottsdale, Nativity
96,415.82
16,294.27
16,294.27
Scottsdale, St Anthony
79,333.06
13,407.29
13,407.29
Scottsdale, St. Barnabas
613,381.71
103,661.51
103,661.51
Sedona, St Andrews
37,780.63
6,384.93
6,384.92
Sierra Vista, St Stephen's
23,910.00
4,040.79
4,040.79
Sun City, All Saints'
100,850.86
17,043.80
17,043.80
Sun City, St. Christopher's
13,722.74
2,319.14
2,319.14
Sun City West, Advent
95,738.64
16,179.83
16,179.83
Tempe, Epiphany
108,621.27
18,356.99
18,357.00
Tempe, St. Augustine's
13,545.00
2,289.11
2,289.10
Tempe, St. James
22,112.94
3,737.09
3,737.08
Tombstone, St. Paul's
Bishop and WRP are working with them on their finances.
0.00
0.00
0.00
Tucson, Christ the King
79,207.83
13,386.12
13,386.12
Tucson, Grace St. Paul's
140,950.52
23,820.64
23,820.63
Tucson, St. Alban's
158,049.86
26,710.43
26,710.43
Tucson, St. Andrew's
29,530.47
4,990.65
4,990.65
Tucson, St. Matthew's
44,884.50
7,585.48
7,585.48
Tucson, St. Michael's & All
73,663.69
12,449.16
12,449.16
Tucson, St. Philip's in the…
302,288.28
51,086.72
51,086.72
Wickenburg, St. Alban's
39,383.84
6,655.87
6,655.87
Williams, St. John's
7,057.03
1,192.64
1,192.64
Winslow, St. Paul's
1,892.00
319.75
319.75
Additions to Note: 1 Church Plant (Emmaus), 4 College Chapels
In Report: 58 Churches (33 Parishes and 25 Missions)
(ASU ‐ Mesa, NAU Canterbury ‐ Flagstaff, ASU ‐ Tempe, & U of A ‐ Tucson) & 1 Missional Community (Harbor Church)
Benson, St. Raphael's

(Under)
0.01
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.01
0.00
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
0.00
(200.00)
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
(0.01)
(0.25)
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
0.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.01
0.00
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
(0.01)
0.01
0.01
0.00
0.00
0.01
(0.00)
(0.00)
0.00
0.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)
(0.00)

Many congregations find it helpful to list in their Sunday bulletins an update on income and expenses. This makes for good “transparency” of church finances, but also is
a gentle reminder to those who might be behind in their giving. The Finance Committee, with the consent of Diocesan Council, has suggested that we do a similar public
reporting. Above is a listing of our congregations, their mission share, and their current standing. In a few exceptional cases, Council has granted an alternative payment
plan to congregations facing severe economic dislocation. Those are so marked. The Council wishes to thank those congregations who are current in their mission giving
and encourage those who may be behind.
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Pandemic restrictions affect
worship, Holy Week, Easter
By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

P

residing Bishop Michael Curry
issued a letter to the Episcopal
Church on March 17 stating in
his clearest language yet an unsettling truth that many Episcopalians
already had begun to acknowledge: Lent,
under the threat of global pandemic,
will culminate in a Holy Week and Easter Sunday unlike any before — with
churches closed and pews empty.

Photo/Washington National Cathedral

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches
during a livestreamed Eucharist at
Washington National Cathedral.

“It is reasonable to assume that some
form of recommendations restricting
public gatherings will continue for some
time,” Curry said. “Considering this
changing landscape, I believe that suspension of in-person public worship is
generally the most prudent course of ac-

tion at this time, even during Holy Week
and on Easter Day.”
COVID-19, the respiratory disease
caused by a new coronavirus, as of March
21 had spread to 167 countries and
caused more than 12,000 deaths, with
290,000 cases worldwide, the World
Health Organization reported, including
20,000 cases in the United States. Curry,
in his letter to the church, alluded to the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s recommendation against gatherings of more than 50 people at least until
May 16.
After voicing his support for bishops
who move to cancel in-person worship
services, Curry reaffirmed and strengthened that encouragement, as well as efforts underway to offer Episcopalians
ways of worshipping together online.
“It is important to emphasize that
suspension of in-person gatherings is not
a suspension of worship. I very much
encourage and support online worship,”
Curry said.
The presiding bishop’s latest statements, coupled with the myriad directives and pastoral letters issued over the
past several days by bishops across the
church’s 111 dioceses and mission areas,
underscore how the coronavirus outbreak and efforts to slow its spread have
thoroughly upended normal parish life
and the liturgical practices that Episcopalians previously took for granted.

NewS
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Schools cope
with closings
due to virus

Episcopal churches and schools have
closed temporarily and made numerous
other changes in ministry and worship,
responding to the new coronavirus illness,
COVID-19, sweeping the world. Episcopal
Journal presents a roundup of news to
date; however, for immediate updates,
check www.episcopalnewsservice.
org. For authoritative information on
the pandemic, go to www.cdc.gov and
www.who.int.
Public health officials stress that until a vaccine is developed and available
— possibly not for another 12 to 18
months — larger gatherings could accelerate transmission of the coronavirus
at a pace that would overload hospitals,
as has happened in Italy. Episcopal bishops across the church, starting in midMarch, asked congregations in their dioceses to cancel in-person worship.
Many churches in early March initially planned worship by asking parishioners to sit apart from each other, avoid
contact at the Peace and refrain from
intinction (the dipping of the bread in
the wine).
However, as the pandemic’s progress
became apparent, Curry released his letter. Many churches moved to hold worship in empty churches, livestreaming to
parishioners via such Internet video services as Zoom.
It’s “like the ultimate Lent,” said the
Rev. Chris Arnold, rector of Trinity Episcopal Church in Oshkosh, Wisc. “What
greater fast is there than a fast from the
Eucharist?”
continued on page C
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Food ministries
continue with
some changes
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Chaplains work
on front line
of pandemic
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Churches postpone funerals, weddings
quests for funerals since “the virus
may claim some lives of those that
we love. That’s the much harder
hen Page Lea Sr. died
piece to account for.”
late last month at age
Presiding Bishop Michael Cur69, funeral planners at
ry issued a letter to the Episcopal
Galilee Church in VirChurch on March 17 encouragginia Beach, Va., knew to expect a
ing the cancellation of in-person
big turnout. Lea had been an active
worship services.
and beloved member of the comDiocesan bishops called for canmunity and his Episcopal congrecellations while emphasizing online
gation, where he previously served
streaming options for worship. Sevas a warden and sang in the choir.
eral of the bishops specifically adNormally, the Rev. Andrew Budressed the question of funerals.
chanan would have planned for an
“No funerals may take place
overflow crowd of about 600 peoand must be postponed to a later
Photo/The Rev. Bingham Powell
ple at Lea’s funeral on March 16. Personnel at St. Mary’s Church in Eugene, Ore., prepare date,” Milwaukee Bishop Steven
But days earlier, Southern Virginia to record a service for parishioners to view, after the
Miller told his southern WisconBishop Susan Haynes had called church closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
sin diocese. “Clergy may officiate
for suspension of worship services
at graveside services, being cogniand other church activity in the diocese similar approaches to weddings, often zant of the number of attendees. When
in response to public health efforts to asking couples to postpone unless they possible, interments should be postslow the spread of COVID-19, the dis- can limit the services to just a few peo- poned to a later date.”
ease caused by a new coronavirus that ple. The Centers for Disease Control and
“Postpone funerals and weddings to a
has become a global pandemic.
Prevention issued guidelines on March later date,” said Bishop Russell Kendrick
Congregations like Galilee are rethink- 15 calling for the cancellation of gath- of the Diocese of the Central Gulf Coast,
ing nearly every aspect of parish life as the erings of 50 or more people for at least which includes the Florida Panhandle
coronavirus spreads across the country eight weeks, and the White House fol- and southern Alabama.
and funerals are no exception. A major- lowed up March 16 by advising an even
Louisiana Bishop Morris Thompson
ity of bishops joined Haynes in canceling lower threshold of 10 people.
also advised churches in his diocese, in
in-person worship services after public
Galilee is a large congregation, with and around New Orleans and Baton
health authorities warned the virus could Sunday attendance usually topping 500 Rouge, not to hold memorial services
be transmitted at large gatherings, leaving people across three services, and it typical- and to postpone interment to a later date
congregations to make tough decisions ly averages one or two weddings a month. if possible. “However, we are the church
about how to respond to grieving families. All but one of the weddings it had sched- and we will continue to bury our dead,”
For future funerals, Galilee likely will uled for May have been rescheduled for he said. “So, if there is no other opask those families to wait if possible, but the fall, Buchanan said, and the May wed- tion, services should be limited in scope
“we felt a pastoral responsibility to hold ding still on the calendar will be for only (graveside, for example) and size (immethe funerals that we committed to hold,” about 10 people. The couple will plan a diate family only).”
Buchanan, Galilee’s rector, told ENS. So, larger wedding reception at a later date.
The Diocese of Massachusetts cited
for Lea’s funeral and a March 17 funeral
Like Galilee, Episcopal Church of the coronavirus in announcing that plans
for 96-year-old Mary “Perk” Brown, the the Ascension in Dallas doesn’t have any were pending for the funeral of Bishop
church livestreamed the services on its weddings on its schedule until May. The Barbara Harris, the trailblazing retired
Facebook page and encouraged mourn- rector, the Rev. Paul Klitzke, told ENS bishop suffragan who died March 13 at
ers to take advantage of that alternative he is hopeful that Ascension will be able age 89. A service will be held at Washingto in-person attendance.
to keep those dates, if conditions im- ton National Cathedral in the nation’s
Lea’s funeral still drew more than 100 prove in the coronavirus outbreak.
capital, but “details will be set at a later
people to the church, Buchanan said, but
As for any funeral requests, “where time” because of restrictions on travel
hundreds more watched the service on- possible, the hope is that those will be and gathering size, the diocese said.
line instead, with some commenting that postponed,” Klitzke said, but he is open
In Oklahoma, “exceptions for funerals
they were grateful for that opportunity. to holding a small service just for the is on a case-by-case basis in consultation
A smaller turnout of about 80 mourn- family if that is requested. A more public with the bishop,” Bishop Ed Konieczny
ers attended Brown’s funeral, and the live memorial service could be arranged for said in a March 13 message.
video again earned positive reviews from the future.
And Virginia Bishop Susan Goff, who
those who stayed home.
He also acknowledged the grim fact on March 11 was one of the first EpisEpiscopal congregations are taking that the coronavirus will bring more recontinued on page I
By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service
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Episcopal Church in Pittsburgh, but he
decided to cancel his trip in response
The thought of how to celebrate Holy to the coronavirus’ spread. Calvary, like
Week and Easter, however, clearly trou- many other congregations, cancelled its
bled him.
in-person worship services.
“I have no idea what we can do as a
Gunn also coordinates Forward
church for Easter. I don’t know what the Movement’s Lent Madness, featuring
answer to that is,” Arnold said. “Some- a bracket of saints, with the Rev. Tim
how, the whole church will find a way Schenck, rector of St. John the Evangelist
to make this experience the Easter story.” Episcopal Church in Hingham, Mass.
The Rev. Gillian Barr has been of While the NCAA’s March Madness bassimilar mind in considering what this ketball tournament has been canceled,
Lent Madness is still going strong.
It offers a bit of mirth to take
Episcopalians’ minds off the bad
news for a little while, said Gunn.
But there’s no avoiding the fact
that this Lent is like none other.
“I think it’s going to be a very
different Holy Week and Easter
than probably any of us have ever
experienced,” Gunn said, noting
the growing realization across the
church that the biggest Sunday on
the liturgical calendar likely will
Photo/Cynde Bimbi
pass this year with empty pews.
Bishop Kevin Brown of the Episcopal Church in
“I think, if anything, there’s an
Delaware presides at an online Eucharist at St.
opportunity in this because, when
Peter’s Church in Lewes.
you pare away all of the trappings
moment means for her congregation at and also all of the traditions and customs,
Calvary Episcopal Church in Stoning- maybe we’re going to have no choice but
ton, Conn.
to focus on what’s really important about
“I think that, this Lent, we will be the celebration of Holy Week.”
walking the Way of the Cross and the
The soaring hymns? The flowers in
way of the Holy Week more profoundly bloom on the altar? The grand Easter
than we have in a long time, as the cul- Sunday processions? “I really hope we get
ture and as the congregations,” Barr said to do that in 2021,” Gunn said. But even
in a phone interview.
without those trappings, “we still are left
The church broadcast worship on with the most amazing story in history,
March 15 by conference call, to positive and nothing can take that away.”
reactions. “A lovely surprise,” parishioner
Arnold, the Oshkosh rector, also is
Patty Copp said in an email that Barr trying to put this year’s Holy Week and
shared with ENS. “I pictured myself Easter in perspective. “The first Easter,
in my favorite pew, had my old Prayer Jesus slips out of the tomb, and it’s not
Book on my lap and joined in the ser- like there’s a big crowd there celebratvice. … I felt amazingly complete at the ing. He rises from the dead almost unclose of the service!”
noticed.”
But Barr also is bracing herself for a
Whether gathered together or conworst-case scenario, including the pos- necting from a distance, Arnold is consibility that some of her parishioners fident the church will find a way to
may succumb to COVID-19 before the celebrate the resurrection. Easter will
congregation is able to gather again in happen.
person.
“Emotionally, as a priest and as a
“I think that will shape what Holy Christian, as a pastor of a congregation
Week and Easter look like,” Barr said. and as someone who loves the EuchaEven before then, “we’re going to see rist, it’s going to be really hard,” Arnold
some Good Fridays.”
said. “But I’m also a really strong believer
The Rev. Scott Gunn, executive direc- that Christianity, it helps us to do hard
tor of Forward Movement, was sched- things. … Hopefully, it’s meant to make
uled to preach March 15 at Calvary us brave.” n
eaSter continued from page a
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FOR BREAD FOR THE WORLD

STOP
CHILDHOOD
STUNTING

F

or nearly one in four children
around the world, chronic
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Drawing on faith during the pandemic
as Episcopal schools close
By Heather Beasley Doyle
Episcopal News Service

W

hen COVID-19 hit Portland,
Ore., things happened “really fast,” said Mo Copeland,
head of school at Oregon
Episcopal School, a K-12 school of some
890 students. The high school program
has 320 students enrolled, 60 of whom
board at the school.
The school’s leaders had already
been keeping tabs on school closures
in Seattle, 175 miles to the north. On
March 11, when Oregon’s governor,
Kate Brown, banned assemblies of 250
people or more, “that shut us down immediately,” Copeland said. The school
quickly assessed how best to configure
online learning, and if boarders should
stay onsite (they ultimately left).
Like most schools, Episcopal schools
have been affected during the COVID-19 pandemic, said Ann Mellow, associate director of the National Association
of Episcopal Schools. NAES supports
and advocates for nearly 1,200 schools
and programs nationwide.
At this point, “I would say many,
many of our schools are closed,” Mellow
said. NAES member schools don’t report
to the organization, so it’s unclear exactly
how many Episcopal schools had closed
as of mid-March. Nonetheless, “our
schools have been out in front of this,”
she said. “Many are already instructing
online,” including Oregon Episcopal
School.
As schools transition to distance
learning and more people telecommute,
families are living with deep-seated uncertainty and worry as they figure out
how to share the same space all day together. The coronavirus pandemic is
new, it’s scary, and there’s no great, granular model for how to adapt to such a
constricted life.
The good news is that parents already
have many tools to help them, and their
children, stay centered. “Faith practices,
routines, [and] rituals that we engage
in will provide a sense of assurance and
comfort for people, reduce their anxiety,”
said the Rev. Jenifer Gamber, co-author
of “Common Prayer for Children and

Families” and chaplain at St. Patrick’s
Episcopal Day School
in Washington, D.C.
Gamber sees this time
as “an invitation to
draw near” as families.
Gamber suggests
creating a family altar
at home, where you
can light a candle and
tell family stories, read
the Bible, read picture
books, or look at family photos with your
children. She also encourages having carPhoto/Nathan Hill
ing
conversations, Children’s Ministries Coordinator Natalee Hill leads an
in which parents ask online faith-formation session with Kids Club and Junior
their kids about their Youth (grades K-5) from Trinity Church in Swarthmore, Pa.
feelings without judgment, and without rushing them to a
Whatever approach feels right, “our
resolution.
prayer life is only going to get deeper as
“We cannot have hope without also we continue on,” McKenney said.
being able to name the pain,” she said.
McKenney notes the power of writing
Wendy Claire Barrie, author of “Faith at things down and having them in plain
Home,” frames it this way: “We comfort sight. Recently, she wrote Psalm 31 on
them, we assure them, we’re with them. a 3×5 card, “just to have it on me,” and
We make sure that they know that it’s also wrote it in a note on her computer.
okay to feel whatever they’re feeling. The passage “puts me in a spirit to talk
That goes for us, too,” she said, caution- to my children more calmly,” she said.
ing parents not to project their own feel- McKenney said she also uses the Way of
ings onto their children.
Love’s seven spiritual practices daily. “It’s
During this time without in-person hard,” she said. “The point is, we keep
church, prayer is a simple practice that trying.” She suggests writing one practice
everyone can try, even those “for whom on your home whiteboard each day, such
prayer at home doesn’t come easily,” Bar- as “turn” or “bless,” to keep the ideas
rie said. “It’s also a time to get creative alive.
with prayer.” Anything that can be done
Right now, “the hardest thing for
with intention, such as taking a walk, is teenagers is that they’re not allowed to
an opportunity to pray.
be together,” noted Barrie, whose son is
Miriam McKenney, development 17. Understanding where older kids find
director for Forward Movement and a God and allowing them to explore those
writer for Grow Christians, suggests that interests will provide comfort and foster
people pray spontaneously if they’re so connection. For Barrie, that means havmoved. “If it feels awkward in the begin- ing her son, who finds God in music,
ning, God is fine with that,” she said.
create a playlist of songs. “And it’s not
For his part, the Rev. Nate Bostian, necessarily the music that I’d choose,”
head chaplain at TMI Episcopal, a day she said, adding that watching movies
and boarding school in San Antonio, and TV shows together can bring up
Texas, recommends setting up regular theological and existential questions in a
times for prayer alone and as a family. more approachable way.
The Book of Common Prayer is availDrawing on her work as a youth minable, as is “Common Prayer for Children istries coordinator as well as a parent,
continued on page e
and Families.”
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McKenney noted the importance of humor and a light-hearted approach when
dealing with adolescents.
“I just find when they feel they have
permission to be themselves, they are
more open to the spirit,” she said.
If people can get outside during this
time of isolation and anxiety, that’s critical, said Barrie. “It’s really good for our
spirits to be in touch with nature,” Barrie said. Get outside at least once a day if
you can, Gamber said, marvel at nature,
and let your younger kids play.
Listening to kids is important, “but
we’re also clear about where we’re coming from theologically; that God does
not cause people to get sick,” Barrie said.
“That God does not pick and choose
who lives and dies. That God is with us
in all times, and especially in our fear and
in our anxiety, God is there too.” Parents,
she emphasized, are their kids’ first, and
most influential, religious teachers.
Even schools that aren’t yet online
may be in the weeks ahead. Chaplains
are figuring out how best to re-create
that experience virtually. Churches are

streaming
services,
verbal signs that your
and youth groups are
child or partner might
meeting via Zoom.
be struggling, such as
Families should use
changes in hygiene or
those resources, and
sleep.
allow kids to do the
If parents are praysame. It’s important
ing at home, it’s imfor kids to remember
portant to withhold
that they’re part of a
judgment, get outside,
larger community of
or create a sustaining
care, Gamber said.
routine, the experts
At the same time,
said.
people could think
“I think we are all
about how to help
given a lot of grace by
those who don’t live in
God right now to try
the same household.
and to make mistakes,
Photo/courtesy of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral
When families have
and to know that we
victories with spiritual A young member of Trinity
can turn again and try
practices, McKenney Cathedral, Sacramento, Calif.,
it again. As long as we
encourages them to watches Interim Dean James
are on this path togethshare those on social Richardson conduct a live-streamed er, following Jesus, it’s
Liturgy of the Word service.
media.
hard to mess this up as
The rhythm of prayer and other spiri- far as God sees it,” said McKenney. “We
tual practices can provide a foundation can see it as a mess-up, but God doesn’t
for a new routine. Bostian also encour- see it that way.”
ages “a structure for the new normalcy,”
Barrie underscored this point, cauwith expected times for sleep, school and tioning against perfectionism. She reexercise. In addition to checking in emo- minded parents that for children, “home
tionally, he suggests staying alert to non- is already holy.” n

MAKE A PILGRIMAGE to the peaceful woods of West Cornwall, Connecticut. At Trinity Retreat
Center, you, your family, or your group will experience gracious, authentic hospitality.
You’ll slow down, connect deeply with nature, experience the rhythm of a community, enjoy
farm-to-table meals, and go home ready to make an even greater impact on the world.

Upcoming
Retreats

E

• May 22–25 Memorial Weekend Retreat: Just Eating
• June 5–11 Icon-Writing Retreat
• July 3–6 Fourth of July Weekend Rest and Renewal Retreat
• Choose your own dates Group retreats for religious and
educational non-profits

LEARN MORE AND BOOK AT TRINITYRETREATCENTER.ORG
Trinity Retreat Center is a place of spiritual growth for all of God’s people, dedicated to forming community, fostering
wellness, and celebrating Creation. We are an Episcopal mission of Trinity Church Wall Street, a New York City parish, and
are open to everyone, regardless of denomination or faith. As a mission, we offer affordable rates.

F

Episcopal Journal spring 2020

FEaturE n

ple downtown and Church of the Ascension works with vulnerable populations
in Lexington Park, Md.
In a March 12 message to clergy, Virginia Bishop Susan E. Goff included recommended best practices for food banks
and food ministries, such as limiting the
number of people allowed in at one time,
documenting who is handling groceries, maintaining reserves and preparing
quarantine boxes.
An estimated 550,000 people are

Her office, she said, is “pushing the
U.S. government to put more protections in place, including family leave,
piscopal churches nationwide
paid sick leave, unemployment insurcontinued in mid-March to opance and a robust social safety net.”
erate homeless shelters, soup
On March 13, the Office of Governkitchens, food pantries and other
ment Relations released a Public Health
outreach ministries even as buildings
and Policy Advocacy Document in rebegin to close to in-person worship and
sponse to the spread of the coronavirus.
gatherings.
It offers a reminder that Christians
“One of the reasons I’m glad that
have the obligation to care for people
we suspended [worship] services is that
who are poor, sick, imprisoned or strangit allows our leaders who
ers, as called for in Matthew
have these really important
25:34-46. It also suggests
ministries to focus their
that churches encourage
energies there,” Diocese of
everyone to adhere to the
Washington (D.C.) Bishop
Centers for Disease Control
Mariann Budde told ENS.
and Prevention’s recom“And that’s what’s happenmended ways of reducing
ing … It was really imthe spread of the coronaviportant that we maintain
rus. The CDC also includes
those ministries, but also
specific recommendations
enter into them with wits
for faith communities.
about us in terms of how
President
Donald
to serve people in environTrump declared a national
ments in close proximity.”
emergency in mid-March,
The dioceses of Washallocating $50 billion in
ington and Virginia were
funds to fight the epidemic
among the first to suspend
in the United States and its
in-person worship services
territories — all areas where
Photo/Episcopal News Service
for at least two weeks as a
the Episcopal Church has
precaution aimed at stem- Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen in New York has changed from serving
a presence. Coronavirushot, plated lunches to grab-and-go bagged lunches to protect against
ming transmission of the
related restrictions varied
infection during the novel coronavirus pandemic.
new coronavirus, which the
widely at that time across
World Health Organization declared a homeless in the United States, and food rural, urban, suburban areas served by
global pandemic on March 11. The dio- insecurity poses a threat nationwide, the church.
ceses’ announcement affected more than where 11 percent of households suffered
In Kansas City, Mo., a soup kitchen
250 congregations in Washington, D.C., food shortages at some point in 2018, run by an Episcopal-affiliated nonprofit
and suburban Maryland and Virginia. according to the most recent data from continued serving free meals every weekOther dioceses took similar measures.
the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
day, with a few potential changes. Kansas
Across the Diocese of Washington,
“During these challenging times, we City Community Kitchen feeds 400 to
groups of clergy and lay members self- need to be especially aware of our neigh- 500 per day, many of whom have a highorganized to share ideas, practices and bors in need. We have a responsibility to er risk of contracting the virus, according
information from civic partners and protect those who are most vulnerable to the Rev. Gar Demo, board chair of the
public health officials regarding the con- through our collective actions, primar- nonprofit.
tinuation of services to the vulnerable ily through social distancing. But that
“Since we’re serving a primarily homepopulations that depend on them with- means we must also find new ways to less community … this community is
out putting those in need of services and care for one another — financially sup- highly vulnerable to the [COVID-19]
those providing services at greater risk, porting organizations that are continuing because most of them don’t have access
Budde said.
to provide services, calling our neighbors to medical care or testing and are also alCharlie’s Place is one such ministry to see how they are faring and what they ready probably immune-suppressed and
in Washington, D.C., Budde said, that need and recognizing the disruption and sick,” Demo told ENS by phone.
continued to provide meals and services hardship this pandemic is causing,” said
“So, on the one hand, our service is
to homeless people from its base at St. Rebecca Linder Blachly, director of the absolutely critical right now because it’s
Margaret’s Episcopal Church. Another, Episcopal Church’s Washington, D.C.- the [only] food that they’re going to get.
the Church of the Epiphany, serves peo- based Office of Government Relations.
continued on page G
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six conference attendees later found with
COVID-19 attended same event

Episcopal churches, ministries continue food, shelter efforts
By Lynette Wilson
Episcopal News Service
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By David Paulsen
Episcopal News Service

A

t least seven people who attended the mid-February annual
gathering of the Consortium
of Endowed Episcopal Parishes
(CEEP) have tested positive for COVID-19, the respiratory disease caused
by the new coronavirus, and all six had
participated in the same pre-conference
event, the network said March 14 in
an email update to attendees and on its
website.
The conference was held Feb. 19-22
in Louisville, Ky. CEEP leaders have
been working with Louisville public
health officials, who are following up
with other individuals who attended
the pre-conference session with the six
people who were infected with the virus.
The session was intended for rectors and
deans.
“They are conducting this outreach
out of an abundance of caution,” CEEP
KItCHeNS continued from page F

But then, also, we have to be as wise as
we can in how we’re doing it.”
In the Diocese of West Missouri,
Kansas City Community Kitchen has its
own location downtown. Kansas City’s
mayor declared a state of emergency
on March 12, banning all gatherings of
more than 1,000 people, but the kitchen
doesn’t cross that threshold.
Still, the kitchen is making changes
to reduce the risk to its clients, including setting up hand sanitizing stations
and shifting volunteer duties. It usually
serves meals restaurant-style, but that
may change to single-serving meals to
go, to avoid having hundreds of people
gathered in the building. Bringing food
trucks in has been discussed as a possibility, Demo said.
“We’re trying to figure out creatively
what we’re going to need to do,” Demo
told ENS. “You don’t want to pull the
service away from people that are depending on us for their sustenance and
nutrition. And on the other hand, we’ve

Executive Director
Joe Swimmer said
in his email to conference attendees.
“Since it has been
more than 20 days
since our conference ended, we are
well outside the
incubation period.
The health officials
believe that anyone
who was likely to
contract the viPhoto/CEEP via Facebook
rus at this session Attendees gather for a session at the annual conference of the
would have shown Consortium of Endowed Episcopal Parishes in Louisville, Ky.
symptoms by now.”
Anyone experiencing symptoms of of the public health crisis,” Swimmer
the virus, such as coughing, shortness of said in his update. “Know that we are
breath and fever, are advised to contact a here to support you as we get through
this together.”
health care provider, Swimmer said.
At least five Episcopal rectors were
“I know this is a trying time for all of
us as we put our energies toward caring identified last week as among those to
for our congregants and communities, receive a COVID-19 diagnosis after atwho are experiencing the repercussions
continued on page I
got to be aware of the fact that people
will be at risk.”
New York Mayor Bill de Blasio declared a state of emergency in the city on
March 12, that same day Holy Apostles
Soup Kitchen in Manhattan’s Chelsea
neighborhood, one of the largest soup
kitchens in the country, announced it
would modify its meal outreach and social services program in response to the
coronavirus. Beginning March 16 and
continuing at least through April 6, the
soup kitchen has temporarily suspended
its volunteer program and will distribute
bagged meals instead of a daily cafeteriastyle lunch, according to a press release.
“The soup kitchen is proud of its
long-standing reputation as a cornerstone in the Chelsea community, and
we do not take lightly the decision to
modify our programming,” said the Rev.
Anna S. Pearson, executive director of
the Holy Apostles Soup Kitchen, in the
release. “We are taking these precautions
to protect all members of our community, while also recognizing many of our
guests do not have the means to stock up

on groceries. When your bank account
is near zero or you don’t have your own
place to call home, planning for a global
pandemic is almost impossible, and the
only food many of our guests eat is the
meal they get here. We remain committed to our vital role in sustaining our
neighbors who are struggling with hunger and poverty throughout this crisis.”
Holy Apostles also provides weekend
meals through its Backpack Pantry Program serving senior citizens on fixed incomes and families of local public-school
children who live in shelters. As of March
13, New York City public schools remained open, but Holy Apostles’ kitchen
staff was planning its response should the
schools close and families need additional meals.
Further downtown, the Rev. Phillip
A. Jackson, priest-in-charge and vicar of
Trinity Church Wall Street, announced
on March 13 that Trinity suspended all
public services and activities — including its Brown Bag Lunch Ministry — at
Trinity Church and St. Paul’s Chapel,
five blocks to the north. n
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Chaplains in health-care facilities blend comfort, caution
By Egan Millard
Episcopal News Service

H

ospitals and nursing homes are
working intensely to slow the
march of the COVID-19 pandemic, with doctors and nurses
struggling to keep health care systems
running amid a lack of equipment, space,
tests and consistent policies. Through it
all, health care chaplains are doing what
they do best — consoling and comforting patients and staff alike — even as
they risk becoming infected themselves.
The Rev. Janice Hicks, a vocational
deacon, works in a facility that exclusively serves people at the higher end of
the risk spectrum for COVID-19. She is
an Episcopal chaplain on staff at Asbury
Methodist Village in Gaithersburg, Md.,
a retirement and assisted living complex
that is home to about 1,400 seniors in
various states of health and ability. If
the virus gets into the community, it
could be disastrous, as it was for the Life
Care Center nursing home in Kirkland,
Wash., where 29 people had died of COVID-19 as of March 16 and most of the
remaining residents have tested positive.
Hicks was not aware of any confirmed
COVID-19 cases at Asbury, although in
the absence of widespread testing, health
experts say the virus is rapidly spreading
undetected. For now, the most apparent
challenges are social and emotional. Communal meals have been canceled, along
with all group events, and visitor access is
extremely restricted, eliminating most opportunities for socializing, she said.
“There is obviously anxiety on the
part of the seniors,” Hicks said. “The
ones that are most affected are the ones
who are very social and used to being in
groups because we no longer have any
activities scheduled. … They’re lonely
and discouraged. I’ve seen tears.”
In the assisted living and nursing sections of the facility, many patients have
dementia, and having their routines interrupted can upset them and make it
harder to care for them, Hicks said.
“That’s especially disruptive for
them,” she told ENS.
Hicks and other staff members are
getting training in COVID-19-related
procedures “almost daily,” she said. Part
of that is learning how to do other peo-

ple’s jobs in case they get sick or have
to stay home. So she now doubles as a
food server — bringing meals to residents’ rooms — in addition to her role
as chaplain, which gives her a chance to
say grace with them. She’s also broadcasting worship services from the complex’s
chapel over its TV network and helping
residents FaceTime with their families.

Photo/David Paulsen/Episcopal News Service

The Rev. Carol Reese works as the
chaplain at John H. Stroger Jr. Hospital
of Cook County in Chicago.

“I do worry that, if we were to get the
illness on campus, we’re going to lose
some people,” she said. “I really worry
about that. I worry about people going
to the hospital, becoming isolated, not
receiving any visitors and dying alone.
Most of the hospitals around here are
not allowing chaplains in, not even at
the end of life.”
Staff are screened daily when they enter the facility, Hicks said; their temperature is taken and they are asked if they
are experiencing any symptoms associated with the virus. Hicks expects that
if COVID-19 shows up in the facility,
she will have to wear protective gear and
eventually may not be allowed in. But
until that happens, she is determined to
do what she can.
“I became a chaplain late in life; it was
a real call for me, after taking care of my
mom for so many years and finding that
I really liked the work,” said Hicks, who
has been a chaplain for about a year. “I’ll
go as long as they allow us to.”
Some chaplains have already been
sidelined because of illness. The Rev.
James Ransom has been a chaplain at the
Dartmouth-Hitchcock Medical Center

in Lebanon, N.H., for four years. The
other Episcopal chaplain who works with
him at the hospital is unable to work because her daughter is in quarantine for
COVID-19, and Ransom himself has
been out with a different illness since
early March, so the Episcopal chaplaincy
program is shutting down for two weeks,
however, the hospital has other chaplains
on staff.
The hospital had the first documented case of COVID-19 in New Hampshire when an employee was confirmed
to have the virus on March 2. At age 76,
Ransom is at high risk for serious complications if he were to contract it.
“I don’t have any greater anxieties that
anybody else,” Ransom told ENS. “No
one wants to get the virus, but if you do,
we’ll just have to cope our best. … All
the health care workers, including the
chaplains, are being very brave. It’s their
job to be there.”
The Rev. Susan Roberts, president
of the Assembly of Episcopal Healthcare Chaplains and director of spiritual
wellness at St. Luke’s Hospital in Kansas
City, Mo., is trying to prepare her staff
for whatever comes next. She supervises
four staff chaplains and five clinical pastoral education residents, who are training to be chaplains, clergy or other spiritual care providers.
As an administrator, she is planning
for the possibility of a deluge of patients
overwhelming the health care system,
which has led to rationing care in places
like Italy.
“We’re planning for that — I’m on an
ethics subcommittee that’s planning for
that — setting up policy and criteria,”
said Roberts, who is also the co-chair of
the hospital’s ethics committee.
With no confirmed COVID-19 patients in the hospital yet, Roberts’ staff
is focusing on supporting the rest of the
hospital’s workers, who are “anxious and
tired,” she said.
“I’ve invited and encouraged my staff
to do creative things like, you know,
make some art and put it at the nurses’
station or to just drop some notes or
messages to nurses, just checking in constantly, being really present to the staff as
they are caring for people.”
When Roberts spoke to ENS, her hoscontinued on page M
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Photo/Matthew Cavanaugh/Diocese of Massachusetts

Suffragan Bishop Barbara Harris, shown
here at the Diocese of Massachusetts
2014 electing convention, died March
13, but plans for her funeral are on hold
due to the coronavirus pandemic.
PoStPoNe continued from page B

copal bishops to order the congregations
in her diocese to halt in-person worship, addressed funerals in a follow-up
message: “Where possible, postpone. If
that is not possible, do the service either
without communion or with communion in one kind … Be sure to talk with
the family. The time around a funeral is
a time of fear and anxiety, and you will
need to exercise your best pastoral skills
and make your best pastoral decisions.”
In Connecticut, Bishop Ian Douglas
did not mention funerals specifically in a
March 13 letter that urged clergy and lay
leaders in his diocese to cancel in-person
worship services. The Rev. Gillian Barr,
rector at Calvary Episcopal Church in
Stonington, decided to proceed March
14 with the funeral of a 95-year-old
priest, which drew about 50 people, but
she expects to handle future requests for
funerals differently — either with even
smaller services or postponements.
“I think I would have to customize it
to the family,” Barr told ENS. And with
the congregation no longer gathering in
person for now, the funeral “was actually
the last full-blown worship service we’re
going to have for a while.”
Galilee Church in Virginia Beach has
begun offering online Sunday worship
services while in-person worship at the
church remains suspended. Given the
positive response to the live video of the
recent funerals, Buchanan thinks the
church will start offering that as a possible option if requested by families for
future funerals.
“Now that we’ve gone to livestream
for funerals, I don’t think there’s any going back,” he said. n

tending the CEEP gathering, starting
with the Rev. Timothy Cole, rector at
Christ Church
Georgetown in Washington, D.C.
Cole informed his congregation
March 8 that he had tested positive for
the coronavirus, the first confirmed case
in the nation’s capital, and the church
canceled worship services. Hundreds of
parishioners who recently had visited
or attended services at the church were
urged by city health officials to self-quarantine due to possible exposure there to
the coronavirus.
Then on March 11, the dioceses of
Fort Worth and Los Angeles announced
additional priests had contracted the
disease: the Rev. Robert Pace, rector at
Trinity Episcopal Church in Fort Worth,
Texas, and the Rev. Janet Broderick, rector at All Saints’ Episcopal Church in
Beverly Hills, Calif. Both had attended
the CEEP conference, and both congregations closed and canceled worship
services after the priests were hospitalized
for treatment.
And in New York, another CEEP attendee tested positive, the Rev. Roy Cole,
interim rector at Manhattan’s Church of
the Epiphany. The church advised anyone who came into contact with Cole
since Feb. 23 to self-quarantine because
they may have been exposed to the virus
as well.
Additional reports followed. On

I

March 13, the Rev. Brad Whitaker,
rector of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
in Chattanooga, Tenn., announced he
had received a COVID-19 diagnosis.
The Louisville Courier-Journal reported
March 14 that a sixth person had tested
positive but didn’t identify the person.
In Washington, the Rev. Timothy
Cole “continues to receive good reports
from his doctors,” church leaders said
on March 14, while four more from the
Christ Church Georgetown community
had tested positive, including the organist. Parishioners were encouraged to
view Washington National Cathedral’s
live video service on March 15, including Presiding Bishop Michael Curry’s
sermon, and the congregation is sharing
updates on a blog titled “Grace Under
Quarantine.” A blog post on March 16
including video of a “virtual Morning
Prayer.”
Trinity Fort Worth said in an online
update March 16 it made plans for its
own online worship service on March
22. Fort Worth Bishop Scott Mayer ordered a suspension of all in-person worship services in the diocese.
“In times of chaos and times of calm,
we are God’s church,” the Rev. Janet Waggoner, Diocese of Fort Worth’s canon to
the ordinary, told the Texas Tribune after
filling in for Pace in an online worship
service for Trinity parishioners. CEEP is
the largest group of well-resourced and
endowment-supported parishes in the
Episcopal Church. n

Hope knows
no borders.
Internationally, Saint Francis works with our
friends in Central America, collaborating
with local charities and Episcopal dioceses
to deliver programs benefiting children,
families, and communities.
In El Salvador, our HOPES project, a justice enterprise, strengthens families and
builds peace by providing jobs with dignity and economic opportunities for workers.
Walking together, we can transform lives, promote justice, and pave the way for
hope and healing.

To find out how you can help support our
International Ministries, visit or call:
SaintFrancisMinistries.org | 1-800-898-4896
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Churches respond to public-health requirements
for building closures, ‘physical distancing’
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Bishop Barbara C. Harris, first female bishop, dies at 89
By Tracy Sukraw
Episcopal News Service

B

Photo/ Brandi Underwood

Praying online
Holy Eucharist services
at St. Augustine of
Canterbury in Augusta,
Ga., are replaced with
“Morning Prayer Online.”

Photo/Solange De Santis

A sign on the door of St. Thomas
Church in Mamaroneck, N.Y., informs
parishioners of online resources.

ishop Barbara C. Harris, the first
woman to be ordained and consecrated a bishop in the worldwide Anglican Communion,
died on March 13 in Lincoln, Mass. at
the age of 89. Bishop Alan Gates of the
Diocese of Massachusetts announced her
death.
Harris served as suffragan (assisting)
bishop in the diocese for 13 years, from
her historic consecration on Feb. 11,
1989, until her retirement in 2002. She
was known as an outspoken advocate for,
in her words, “the least, the lost and the
left out.”
“Our hearts are truly heavy at the loss
of one who has been a faithful and altogether irrepressible companion, pastor
and inspiration to us in the Diocese of
Massachusetts for 31 years. At the same
time our hearts are truly buoyed by the
hope which she preached and the con-

Photo/David Zadig/Diocese of Massachusetts

Bishop Barbara C. Harris is seen at her
consecration service on Feb. 11, 1989.

viction she embodied for us throughout
all these years,” Gates said.
“Bishop Harris was not large of physical stature. In fact, the opposite,” Presiding Bishop Michael Curry said. “But
she was larger than life. She was larger
than life because she lived it fully with
her God and with us. She did it by actually living the love of God that Jesus
taught is about. She did it walking the

Combining coffee hour with the service

Photo/Christ Church Cathedral

Before Christ Church Cathedral in
Indianapolis closed on March 17, choir
members practice physical distancing
during a service.

engaging the youngest
parishioners

continued on page M

“The traditional Anglican term for the days and
weeks of summer is ‘Ordinary Time,’ but this
small but potent book is anything but. It is an
extraordinary gift to all of us.”
—Jon Meacham

Photo/Mary Thompson

The Rev. Edward Thompson
provides drive-through
Communion at Trinity Church,
Swarthmore, Pa.

lonesome valley of leadership, paving a
way for so many of us whose way had
been blocked. She did it lifting her voice
for those who had no voice. She did with
a joke, a whispered word, a secret joy in
spite of anything that got in her way, including death. No wonder she titled her
memoir, ‘Hallelujah, Anyhow!’”
“Barbara was always completely and
totally Barbara,” said the Rev. Gay Clark
Jennings, president of the House of Deputies. “She never pretended to be anyone
other than who she was, and she told
the truth no matter what the cost. Often
that cost was paid with the comfort and
dignity of institutional leaders who were,
in her view, insufficiently interested in
standing with the marginalized and the
vulnerable. They learned quickly that her
passion for justice was matched only by
her wicked and fearless sense of humor.”
Arrangements were pending for a
public funeral service to be held at Washington National Cathedral and a private

New from Church Publishing
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Members of Trinity Cathedral, Columbia,
S.C., with a reduced choir practicing physical
distancing, prepare to livestream a service.

9781640652712 | $16.95

Photo/Nina Nicholson

A parishioner of St. George’s, Maplewood, N.J.,
joins Sunday worship online from home.

Photo/Rev. Bingham Powell

Children from St. Mary’s
Church, Eugene, Ore., attend a
broadcast worship.

At right, Volunteer video team members
Jeff McLamb, left, and Chris Carson record
the Rev. James L. Pahl, Jr. of St. Michael’s
Church in Raleigh, N.C., delivering his
sermon. Lacking live-streaming capability,
the team sent the video to church members,
along with links to the bulletin.

9781640652019
$22.95

Photo/The Rev. Samuel Gregory Jones
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Church Publishing products can be ordered by calling (800)-242-1918,
online at churchpublishing.org, or through any Episcopal, religious,
secular bookstore, or through any online bookseller.
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Faith traditions converge to share a centuries-old experience
By Jerry Hames

F

ifteen people of different spiritual
backgrounds
traveled
from
six states to Delaware’s eastern
shore in mid-March for a weeklong experience with an experienced
Byzantine-style iconographer of 25 years
from San Miguel, Mexico.
Mary Jane Miller returned to St. Peter’s Episcopal Church in Lewes to offer
instruction in how to create an expression of sacred art that dates back to ancient times, using paintbrush, egg tempera pigments and gold leaf on a wooden
board panel.
“We will paint the famous image of
Christ which dates back to the sixth century,” she told the class of 13 women and
two men.
“The divine image is a spiritual transmission of Christ’s incarnation transferred to something as common and
ordinary as a piece of cloth. During our
time together it is my hope that we can
unpack the importance of this image.

What is the value of our belief in
[such images] in this day and age?”
Each workday was structured
to include morning and evening
prayers. On the fifth day, St. Peter’s
rector, the Rev. Jeffrey Ross, blessed
and anointed each artist’s work.
Miller said icons are not seen as
idols and not worshiped. “Rather,
they are recognized as sacred objects, blessed with devotional energy
generated by those reverent prayerful followers who have used them
from generation to generation.”
“The first time I ever saw an icon
I felt a strong spiritual connection,”
said Deborah Gensch, a St. Peter’s
parishioner, who would create her
first by the week’s end. “Icons are so
calming and beautiful, and each speaks
to me about a different story. During
Lent, God reminds us to focus on our
Savior who suffered on the cross.”
Douglas Patterson of Baden, Pa., said
his interest in icons was sparked 20 years
ago during retreats at an Orthodox mon-

Sara Wasserman of
Ohio participates in
the class for the third
consecutive year.

astery and rekindled
by travel to Russia
where he discussed
icons with Orthodox priests. Two
years ago he contacted a Pittsburgh
iconographer who
agreed to serve as his
private instructor
and with her help
Photo/Jerry Hames created an icon of
St. Thomas.
“The spirituality and heritage of icons
is so totally foreign to Protestants. For
me, personally, it literally opens a door to
a more fulfilling growth. I call it embracing the mystery,” said Patterson, whose
describes his main passion as designing
and building guitars.
continued on page M

OBSERVE EPISCOPAL RELIEF & DEVELOPMENT SUNDAY
THIS LENT

Live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us,
a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. - Ephesians 5:2
EJ20E

LOVE GOD, LOVE NEIGHBOR, LOVE THE WORLD
This Lent, we invite you to join with congregations and friends as they support
ONE THOUSAND DAYS OF LOVE and our work with children.
Visit www.episcopalrelief.org/Sunday
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graveside service in Philadelphia, followed by a memorial service at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul in Boston. Because of the coronavirus pandemic and
restrictions on travel and group gatherings, service dates and details will be set
at a later time.
Barbara Clementine Harris was born
on June 12, 1930, in Philadelphia. She
graduated from the Philadelphia High
School for Girls and the Charles Morris
Price School of Advertising and Journalism and in 1949 joined Joseph V. Baker
Associates Inc., a national public relations firm headquartered in Philadelphia.
She was president of the firm in 1968
when she joined the Sun Company (formerly Sun Oil) as community relations
consultant. She headed Sun’s public relations department from 1973 until becoming a senior staff consultant in 1977.
Harris was active in the Civil Rights
Movement of the 1960s, through the
Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity (ESCRU), and the National
Council of Churches’ Delta ministry,
traveling in 1965 to Greenville, Miss., to
help register black voters and taking part
in the Selma to Montgomery march.
She had an active lay ministry in the
Episcopal Church, in Christian education, prison chaplaincy and leadership
at parish, diocesan and churchwide lev-

els, before discerning a call to ordained
ministry. She was ordained a priest at age
50, in 1980 — when the ordination of
women had been officially recognized in
the Episcopal Church for only four years.
Harris was priest-in-charge of St. Augustine of Hippo Church in Norristown,
Pa., from 1980 to 1984. She also served
as chaplain to the Philadelphia County
prisons, and as counsel to industrial corporations on public policy issues and so-

ICoNS continued from page l

CHaPlaINS continued from page H

Sara L. Wasserman of South Euclid,
Ohio, returning to Miller’s class for the
third year, said she still considers herself
an amateur and a student of iconography.
“I’m attracted to the spiritual and meditative components that are central to icon
writing — the concepts of the lights and
veils and how this translates into, or reflects, the idea that we as humans are always moving towards the light from our
personal and universal darkness or shadow.
“This week spent in Lewes writing an
icon is always something I look forward
to. The prayer, camaraderie and contemplation nurture some part of my soul.”
More information on icon writing/
painting can be found at sanmiguelicons.
com. and millericons.com. n

pital had just stopped allowing visitors
in almost all circumstances, so patients
are more in need of personal interaction
than ever — but that’s increasingly happening through a technological barrier.
If a patient who is suspected of having
COVID-19 requests a chaplain, Roberts has told her staff to call the patient’s
room and talk on the phone, not entering the room unless there’s “absolutely
some need,” and wearing protective
equipment if they do.
But even with protective measures,
there is still so much health care workers don’t know about this pandemic, and
chaplains must balance their responsibility to their patients and their own safety.
“How do I care for those patients and
how do I protect myself?” Roberts said.
“How do I protect my family when I go
home?” n

Jerry Hames is editor emeritus of
Episcopal Journal.
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The House of Bishops honors thenretired Bishop Barbara Harris in
2019 upon the 30th anniversary of her
historic ordination and consecration.

M

cial concerns. In 1984, she was named
executive director of the Episcopal
Church Publishing Company and publisher of the social justice magazine The
Witness. In 1988, she was interim rector
of the Church of the Advocate.
She was elected suffragan bishop of
the Diocese of Massachusetts on Sept.
24, 1988 and consecrated on Feb. 11,
1989, before a congregation of 8,000 in
Boston’s Hynes Auditorium, a ceremony
viewed on live television that received international media coverage.
She preached and worked continually
for the eradication of racism, sexism and
homophobia, and to help bring about
the full inclusion of all people in the life
and sacraments of the church.
Harris was a member of the Union
of Black Episcopalians and a founding
member and president of the Episcopal
Urban Caucus. She represented the Episcopal Church on the board of the Prisoner Visitation and Support Committee
and was a member of the church’s Standing Commission on Anglican and International Peace with Justice Concerns.
She was the recipient of at least 17
honorary degrees from colleges, universities and theological schools. In 2007 she
received a Wisdom Award from the National Visionary Leadership Project.
After her retirement, she served from
2003 until 2007 as an assisting bishop
in the Episcopal Diocese of Washington
(D.C.). She continued to volunteer and
preach at the Cathedral Church of St.
Paul in Boston during her retirement,
even while continuing to be in demand
worldwide as a preacher.
In 2003 the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts dedicated its newly built Barbara C. Harris Camp and Conference
Center in Greenfield, N.H., in her honor,
and in November of 2019, the Absalom
Jones Center for Racial Healing in the
Episcopal Diocese of Atlanta launched
the Bishop Barbara C. Harris Justice Project, aimed at strengthening the church’s
efforts to address social injustice.
Harris published two books, the
memoir “Hallelujah, Anyhow!” and the
sermon collection “Parting Words: A
Farewell Discourse.”
Harris is survived by her brother,
Thomas Harris, and his wife, Jennifer,
of Homestead, Fla., and their family,
and friends, including Dorothy Cousins
and goddaughter Pat Cousins Smith of
Philadelphia and their families. n
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Johnny Cash’s rooted Gospel
Review by Jody Howard

W

trains, Jesus
and Murder:
The Gospel
according to
Johnny Cash

“

e are from Germany and
we are looking for the
grave of Johnny Cash.”
I was bemused when the
visitors outside our church office said
these words to me, but it was not the last
time I would hear them.
In 2010, I was called to serve St. Joseph
of Arimathea in Hendersonville Tenn.
on Route 31E, a road that has another
name: Johnny Cash Parkway. Cash was
a storied resident of the community and
arguably his fame has spread — or at least
deepened — since his death in 2003. By
the time I moved to Hendersonville, his
grave, which is six tenths of a mile from
the church, had become a pilgrimage site
for many people, including visitors from
Germany and Eastern Europe.
I’ve been a fan of Cash since I picked
up “American II: Unchained” in my senior year of high school. Over the years
it’s been intriguing to see the staying
power of his music. I’ve observed younger
people find their way to it, as I did, and
then work their way backwards in his catalogue. You never know who’ll say “I love
Johnny Cash.”
In “Trains, Jesus, and Murder: The
Gospel According to Johnny Cash,”
Richard Beck reflects on what makes
Cash’s music enduring, but more specifically, how his music embodies and furthers a particular understanding of the
gospel. Beck, a professor of psychology
at Abilene Christian University who also
studies and writes theology, finds Cash’s
gospel faithful, attractive, and relevant
for people today.
Beck’s affinity for Cash is experiential.

By Richard Beck
Fortress, 205 pp.,
$13.99
From the beginning of the book, it is
clear that Beck and Cash are connected
by their concern for and ministry to
those in prison. Beck leads a weekly Bible
study for inmates at a maximum-security
prison. This prompted him to purchase
his first Cash album, “At Folsom Prison,”
“figuring it would be a great thing to listen to as [he] drove out of town on country roads toward the prison each week.”
“Trains, Jesus, and Murder” is divided
into four parts, treating the themes of family and faith, sinners and solidarity, nation
and nostalgia, and suffering and salvation.
An epilogue, “The Gospel Road” closes
out the book. The themes in the four sections are examined in 15 chapters, each
titled with the name of a Cash song.
Songs introduce opportunities to reflect on Cash’s personal history, the song
origins, and the ways that Cash’s writing
was inspired by and reflected on his faith.
Beck also offers interesting parallels between Cash’s songs and Scripture. Beck
unearths from Cash’s music and life, a series of recurring themes, including a focus on regret, solidarity and compassion,
the dangers of nostalgia, and most significantly, the deep hope of faith in Jesus.
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RELIABLE COVERAGE
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One flaw in Beck’s analysis is that
he overestimates Cash’s uniqueness in
writing songs shaped both by Gospel
hymns and murder ballads. I immediately thought about the recently released
podcast “Dolly Parton’s America,” in
which this other legend of country music
characterizes many of her early works as
“sad ass songs.” Some of those, including
murder ballads, were traditional, while
others are original compositions.
I think that’s a fair appellation for
much of Cash’s music as well. Indeed,
“trains, Jesus, and murder” could summarize swaths of bluegrass, old time, folk
and Americana music. And yet, Beck does
have a point. Cash may not be the only
artist to sing about these things, but as
an artist, he’s more fully defined by them
than anyone else, distilling, and perhaps
perfecting, this broader lyrical tradition.
Cash’s association with these themes
evokes a kind of nostalgia, but one shot
through with solidarity, and pointing
toward the Christian hope. Parton and
Cash are different in this. Parton mostly
left behind her “sad ass songs,” connecting with new audiences through a more
jubilant vision of hope.
But as his life and career advanced,
Cash seemed to double down on the tradition. He delved ever deeper, especially
in his late career revival with “American
Recordings,” plumbing his history, his
identity, roots and place, and especially
his faith, offering a sometimes apocalyptic hope from within that context.
In “Dolly Parton’s America,” Parton
is asked by the host Jan Abumrad where
home is. Her answer (paraphrased) is
that she lives all over — that the world
is her home. It’s hard to imagine Cash
offering the same response. Both Parton’s
and Cash’s work seems to pour forth
like a spring from the rocks of the places
where they’re from, but the streams flow
in different directions. And yet, Germans
and Poles still show up in Hendersonville looking for Johnny Cash’s grave. For
all its rootedness, Cash’s music clearly
tapped into deep human experience. n
The Rev. Jody Howard is canon to the
ordinary of the diocese of Tennessee. This
review was first published in The Living
Church.

the episcopal church welcomes you
EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ARIZONA | tel 602.254.0976 | fax 602.495.6603 | AZDIOCESE.ORG

All Saints • Safford
928-348-9430
saints.azdiocese.org
All Saints of the Desert • Sun City
623-974-8404
www.desertsaints.azdiocese.org
All Saints’ Church & Day School •
Phoenix
602-279-5539
allsaintsoncentral.org
Christ Church of the Ascension •
Paradise Valley
602-840-8210
www.ccaaz.org
Christ the King • Tucson
520-297-2551
www.ctktucson.org
Church of Our Saviour • Lakeside
928-537-7830
churchofoursaviourwm.org
Church of St. Matthew • Tucson
520-298-9782
stmatthew.azdiocese.org
Church of the Advent •
Sun City West
623-584-0350
adventaz.org
Church of the Apostles • Oro Valley
520-544-9660
www.ovapostles.org
Church of the Epiphany • Flagstaff
928-774-2911
www.epiphanyaz.org
Church of the Epiphany • Tempe
480-968-4111
www.epiphany-tempe.org
Church of the Nativity • Scottsdale
480-307-9216
www.nativityscottsdale.org
Church of the Transfiguration •
Mesa
480-986-1145
www.transfiguration-mesa.org

Grace Church • Lake Havasu City
928-855-2525
www.grace-episcopal.net

St. George’s • Holbrook
928-524-2361
www.stgeorge.azdiocese.org

St. Peter’s • Litchfield Park
623-935-3279
www.stpetersaz.com

Grace St. Paul’s • Tucson
520-327-6857
www.gsptucson.org

St. James the Apostle • Tempe
480-345-2686
www.stjamestempe.org

St. Peter’s • Casa Grande
520-836-7693
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo •
Phoenix
602-255-0602
www.sanpablo.azdiocese.org

St. John the Baptist • Glendale
623-582-5449
www.stjohnsaz.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson
520-299-6421
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. John’s • Bisbee
520-432-7006
stjohnsbisbee.com

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson
520-586-4335
www.straphael.azdiocese.org

St. John’s • Globe
928-425-5160
stjohnsglobe.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas
520-364-7971
www.ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

Santa Maria • Phoenix
602-350-4688
www.santamaria.azdiocese.org

St. John’s Episcopal-Lutheran
Congregation • Williams
928-635-2781
stjohnswilliamsaz.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix
602-840-0437
www.ststephens.org

St. Alban’s • Tucson
520-296-0791
www.stalbansaz.org

St. Luke’s • Prescott
928-778-4499
www.stlukesprescott.church

St. Alban’s • Wickenburg
928-684-2133
www.stalbanswickenburg.com

St. Luke’s at the Mountain • Phoenix
602-276-7318
www.stlukesatthemountainchurch.com

St. Andrew’s • Glendale
623-846-8046
www.standrewsglendale.azdiocese.org

St. Mark’s • Mesa
480-964-5820
www.stmarksmesa.org

St. Andrew’s • Nogales
520-281-1523
www.standrewsaz.org

St. Mary’s • Phoenix
602-354-7540
www.stmarysphoenix.org

St. Andrew’s • Sedona
928-282-4457
www.saint-andrews.org

St. Matthew’s • Chandler
480-899-7386
www.saintmatthewschurch.org

St. Andrew’s • Tucson
520-622-8318
www.standrewstucson.azdiocese.org

St. Michael & All Angels • Tucson
520-886-7292
www.smallangelstucson.org

St. Anthony on the Desert • Scottsdale
480-451-0860
www.st-anthony.net

St. Michael’s • Coolidge
520-723-3845
www.stmichaelscoolidge.com

St. Augustine’s • Tempe
480-967-3295
staugustinetempe.org

St. Paul the Apostle
Sudanese Church • Phoenix
602-253-4094
www.stpaulsapostle.azdiocese.org

Resurrection Church • Gilbert
480-719-5343
www.resurrectiongilbert.org
SS Philip & James • Morenci
928-348-9430
www.philipandjames.azdiocese.org

St. Barnabas on the Desert • Scottsdale
480-948-5560
www.saintbarnabas.org

Emmaus Church Plant • Surprise
623-340-7474
www.emmausepiscopal.org

St. Christopher’s • Sun City
623-972-1109
www.stchristophers-az.org

Good Shepherd of the Hills •
Cave Creek
480-488-3283
www.goodshepherdaz.org

St. Francis-in-the-Valley •
Green Valley
520-625-1370
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

REV 9.15.19

St. Paul’s • Payson
928-474-3834
www.stpaulspayson.org
St. Paul’s • Tombstone
www.stpauls.azdiocese.org
St. Paul’s • Winslow
928-289-3851
www.stpaulsmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista
520-458-4432
www.ststephensaz.org
St. Thomas • Clarkdale
928-634-8593
www.stthomas.azdiocese.org
Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix
602-254-7126
www.azcathedral.org
Trinity Church • Kingman
928-753-5658
www.trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry •
Flagstaff
830-433-7858
www.azecm.org/canterbury
Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU •
Tempe
480-967-3295
www.azecm.org/tempe
Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A •
Tucson
520-623-7575
www.azecm.org/tucson
Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation

find us at AZDIOCESE
on twitter & facebook

For the most up-to-date information about events in the Diocese, church resources, news,
church & clergy directories, and more, visit the Diocesan website at www.azdiocese.org.

Our Mission

We exist to encourage and connect leaders as they grow Christ’s church
Existimos para animar y conectar líderes a medida que crecen la iglesia de Cristo

BISHOP REDDALL’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

April

4/5 | Church of the Good Shepherd, Cave Creek
4/5 | St. Thomas, Clarkdale
(Bishop Smith on behalf of Bishop Reddall)
4/11 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix (Easter Vigil Services)
4/12 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix (Easter Services)
4/19 | Christ Church of the Ascension, Paradise Valley
4/22 | Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry, Flagstaff
4/26 | St. Stephen’s, Sierra Vista

May

5/3 | Resurrection Church, Gilbert
5/17 | St. Peter’s, Litchfield Park

June

6/7 | Trinity Church, Kingman (100th Anniversary)

*The schedule above is subject to change.
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