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information about these and other events online at azdiocese.org

events around the diocese OCT - DEC 2020

  OCTOBER

OCTOBER 1                                                                      
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

OCTOBER 2                                                                            
First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX

OCTOBER 4                                                                            
Celebration of New Ministry and Installation of The Rev. David 
Rickert | ONLINE

OCTOBER 10                                                                            
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

OCTOBER 12                                                                             
Indigenous Peoples of Arizona Day
OCTOBER 13                                                                             
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

OCTOBER 15                                                                             
Convention Worship Service | ONLINE

OCTOBER 16-17                                                                             
Diocesan Convention | ONLINE

OCTOBER 19                                                                             
Convention Recovery – Diocesan Office Closed
OCTOBER 24                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

OCTOBER 25                                                                          
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

Musicians and Friends of St. James Present A Musical Evening at 
Home | ONLINE

OCTOBER 27                                                                          
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

  NOVEMBER

NOVEMBER 5                                                                             
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON 

NOVEMBER 6                                                                             
Best Skills Best Churches - Volunteers in Service | ONLINE

First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 

NOVEMBER 7                                                                             
Best Skills Best Churches - Volunteers in Service | ONLINE 

NOVEMBER 14                                                                              
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

NOVEMBER 17                                                                             
Endicott Peabody Liturgical Day 

  NOVEMBER [continued]

NOVEMBER 24                                                                              
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE

NOVEMBER 26-27                                                                              
Thanksgiving – Diocesan Office Closed 
NOVEMBER 28                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

NOVEMBER 29                                                                              
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

  DECEMBER

DECEMBER 3                                                                               
AZ Welcomes Refugees Meeting | GRACE ST. PAUL’S, TUCSON

DECEMBER 4                                                                               
Best Skills Best Churches - Legal Aspects of Governance | ONLINE

First Fridays | TRINITY CATHEDRAL, PHOENIX 
DECEMBER 8                                                                               
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA 

DECEMBER 12                                                                                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX 

DECEMBER 22                                                                                                
Food Pantry | ST. MARK’S,  MESA

Food Bank | ST. THOMAS, CLARKDALE 

DECEMBER 24                                                                               
Christmas Eve – Diocesan Office Closed at Noon
DECEMBER 25 - JANUARY 1                                                                               
Christmas – Diocesan Office Closed
DECEMBER 25                                                                                 
Don’t Spend Christmas Alone Event | ST. LUKE’S, PRESCOTT

DECEMBER 26                                                                                                                             
Free Food Mobile Pantry | ST. LUKE’S AT THE MOUNTAIN, PHOENIX

DECEMBER 27                                                                             
Greatness Circle | ST. PETER’S, LITCHFIELD PARK

**Due to COVID-19 restrictions, events listed may 
be cancelled or moved online. Please check directly 

with each church.**
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SUBMISSIONS

We welcome submissions of original 
articles, photographs, and event fly-
ers. Submissions must pertain in 
some way to The Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona or one of its churches. 
It is advised to check with the 
editor prior to submitting, to ensure 
your materials fit thematically 
and that there is space. All 
submissions must be sent via 
e-mail to Nicole Krug, Editor, at 
nicole@azdiocese.org. Include your 
name, congregation, and phone 
number. The editor reserves the 
right to edit all material for length, 
clarity and accuracy. The magazine 
does not provide compensation 
for submissions.

DISTRIBUTION

All households of The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona should receive the 
AZ Episcopalian magazine. If you 
are not currently receiving it, or if 
you need to change your delivery 
address, please contact your church 
administrator. Each congregation 
manages their own subscriptions.
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Appointments
The Rev. Dr. William Lupfer is the 
Interim at All Saints’ Church and Day 
School (Phoenix).

Obituaries
The Rev. Peter Fabre died. He was the 
Rector of St. Christopher’s (Sun City).

The Rev. Glenn B. Jenks died. He was 
an Assistant at Good Shepherd of the 
Hills (Cave Creek).

Ordinations
DEACON
The Rev. Amy Bryan
The Rev. Perry Pauley
The Rev. Jana Sundin

PRIEST
The Rev. Nelson Mendoza
The Rev. Heather Rose

Retirements
The Rev. Ursula "Pixie" Baker has 
retired as the Deacon at St. Paul's 
(Winslow).

The Rev. Ann Johnson has retired as 
the Vicar of St. Paul's (Winslow).

The Rev. Scott Jones has retired as the 

Vicar of Resurrection Church, Gilbert.

The Preface to the 
1549 Book of Com-
mon Prayer em-
phasizes that it was 
published so that 
“all the whole realm 
shall have but one 
Use.” One kingdom, 

one set of prayers for all. 

The prayers were held in common: 
they belonged to all, were prayed by 
all, and were offered by all. Today we 
rely upon our common prayer, just 
as Anglicans did over 450 years ago. 
The Book of Common Prayer grounds 
our spiritual lives, offering prayer 
and sacrament for every transition 
of life, articulating the love between 
humankind and God. And it binds 
us together in shared words and 
rhythms of worship. 

We also rely upon our common Earth. 
It, too, belongs to all. It grounds our 
very being, provides what we need 
for earthly life, and arouses our souls 
with beauty and majesty. It is the dust 

BY THE RT REV JENNIFER A REDDALL 
BISHOP OF ARIZONA

Bishop Reddall’s E-pistle is sent out weekly to 
e-mail subscribers. Please contact Nicole Krug at 
nicole@azdiocese.org if you would like to receive it.

SIGN UP

whereof we are made, and the dust to 
which we shall return. We learn ever 
more deeply how connected we are 
across the globe by flows 
of air and water, migrations of ani-
mals, and even the hazy smoke 
blowing across Arizona from the 
California wildfires. We see at our 
southern border the effects of climate 
change in some of the refugees flee-
ing lands that can no longer provide 
them sustenance. 

The Book of Common Prayer—
whether 1549 or 1979—helps to shape 
our understanding of our relationship 
to God’s creation. 

There is recognition of the incredible 
gift of the earth, and our need to give 
thanks to God for it. Prayers of thanks-
giving are offered for the Beauty of the 
Earth and for Harvests. The Thanks-
giving over the Water for baptism be-
gins, “We thank you, Almighty God, 
for the gift of water.” We know the 
value of water in our Arizona deserts, 
how it gives abundant life when it is 
in abundance. And when it is not in 
abundance, we know that death and 
fire can follow.

COMMON EARTH, COMMON PRAYER
There is also a recognition that we 
can be powerless before the might 
of earthly catastrophe: “From light-
ning and tempest; from earthquake, 
fire and flood; from plague, pestilence 
and famine, Good Lord, deliver us.” 
Rain may not come. Harvests may fail. 
Years of famine follow years of plenty.

At our Diocesan Convention this year, 
we will have time to reflect on our re-
lationship with the Earth, both theo-
logically and practically. I am honored 
to welcome—virtually—the Rev. Dr. 
Leah Schade as our keynote speaker, 
and to introduce an Episcopal Carbon 
Tracker that has so far identified sav-
ings of over $122,000 and 12,000 gal-
lons of gas by those who are using it. 

Prayer. Learning. Reflection. 
Conversation. Action. 
This is our process. I will see 
you at Convention.

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP MANAGEMENT AND CIR-
CULATION: Title of Publication: Arizona Episcopalian is 
issued 4 times per year. Location of publication headquar-
ters: 114 W Roosevelt St, Phoenix AZ 85003-1406. General 
business office of publisher: Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, 
114 W Roosevelt St, Phoenix AZ 85003-1406. Publisher: 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall,114 W Roosevelt St, Phoe-
nix AZ 85003-1406. Editor: Nicole Krug, 114 W Roosevelt 
St, Phoenix AZ 85003-1406 Owner: Episcopal Diocese of 
Arizona, 114 W Roosevelt St, Phoenix AZ 85003-1406. Av-
erage number of copies each issue during the preceding 
12 months: 7,016. Actual number of copies of single issue 
published nearest to filing date: 6,904. Average number 
of copies of each issue sold through dealers and carriers, 
street vendors, or counter sales during the preceding 12 
months: 100. Actual number of copies sold through deal-
ers and carriers, street vendors, or counter sales of single 
issue published nearest to filing date: 25. Average number 
of mail and paid subscribers each issue during preceding 
12 months: 6,974. Actual number of mail and paid sub-
scription copies of single issue published nearest to filing 
date: 6,889. Average number of copies free distribution 
each issue during preceding 12 months: 0. Actual number 
of copies free distribution of single issue published near-
est to filing date: 0. Average number of copies each issue 
total distribution during preceding 12 months: 6,998. Actu-
al number of single issue total distribution published near-
est to filing date: 6,889. Average number of copies each 
issue during preceding 12 months for office use, leftover, 
unaccounted, spoiled after printing: 18. Actual number of 
copies of single issue published nearest to filing date for 
office use, leftover, unaccounted, spoiled after printing: 
0. Returns from agents: 0. Percent paid circulation during 
preceding 12 months: 99.751 Percent paid circulation pub-
lished nearest to filing date: 99.783.
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OUR VIRTUAL CONVENTION IS RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER
BY CATHY BLACK, 
CANON FOR ADMINISTRATION

All lay and voting clergy delegate and 
non-voting clergy registration forms 
should have been completed and re-
turned to Diocesan House by now. If 
not, complete your registration form 
and send payments to Serrena Addal, 
as soon as possible. If you have any 
questions, please contact Serrena at 
602-254-0976 or serrena@azdiocese.
org. Visitors do not need to register, 
and will be able to follow Convention 
proceedings via the livestream on the 
diocesan YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/azdiocese1/).

WHAT’S NEW THIS YEAR?
Actually, what isn’t new this year? 

“Virtually” everything is going to be 
different. We are gathering to wor-
ship via technology. We are gathering 
to hear our keynote speaker and learn 
about the Care of Creation via technol-
ogy. We are hearing Bishop Reddall’s 
annual words to us via technology. We 
are gathering to do the business of the 
diocese via technology. We are voting 
via technology. We are still gathering 
for coffee and our usual reception, but 
using technology. However, the impor-
tant part is that we are gathering. That 
is not going to be different.

So, how are we going to do this? Each 
of the registered delegates will receive 
their login information about a week 
before Convention. This will get them 
into the convention platform called 

“Chime.” After that, it is very easy to 
navigate around the application. Each 
delegate will click on the appropri-
ate event link and go right to it. It is so 
simple to use that there will not be the 
need for any advance training, though 
tech support will be available during 
Convention if you have an issue. Vot-
ing and each of the Convention events 
will be accessed through the Chime 
platform. Here is a picture of what the 
program looks like. Ours, of course, 
will be specific to our Convention. 

We look forward to seeing 
everyone at the 60th Annual 
Diocesan Convention. 
We will gather and celebrate 
God’s Creation!
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Thursday, October 15
7:00 P.M.  
WORSHIP SERVICE

Friday, October 16
10:00 A.M. 
PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOP 1
CANONS, RESOLUTIONS AND BUDGET 

11:00 A.M. 
PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOP 2
CANDIDATE FORUM 

1:00 P.M. 
CONVENTION PROGRAM CONVENES
    • CALL TO ORDER 

    • WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

    • OPENING PRAYER

    • KEYNOTE PRESENTATION – 
Dr. Leah Schade, Assistant Professor 
of Preaching and Worship, Lexington 
Theological Seminary
 
   • BREAKOUT SESSIONS

    • CARBON FOOTPRINT TRACKER

4:30 P.M. 
VIRTUAL RECEPTION

Saturday, October 17
8:30 A.M. 
VIRTUAL COFFEE HOUR 

10:00 A.M.   
CONVENTION BUSINESS MEETING 
CONVENES
    • APPOINTMENTS
 
    • BISHOP REDDALL’S ADDRESS

    • #AZEPISCOPAL 2020 VIDEO

NOMINEE INFO

CONVENTION SECRETARY
Term 1 year: elect one [1]

NOMINEE  

No nominee

STANDING COMMITTEE, 
CLERICAL ORDER
Three Year Term: elect two [2]

NOMINEE  

The Rev. Canon David Hedges – 
St. Michael & All Angels, Tucson

CURRENT:  Rector, 
St. Michael & All 
Angels, Tucson;   
Member, Stand-
ing Committee, 
Diocese of Ari-
zona; Alternate 
Deputy to 80th 
General Conven-

tion, 2021, Diocese of Arizona; 
Professed Brother, Brotherhood of 
Saint Gregory

FORMER: Bishop and Trustees, 
Diocese of Chicago;   Diocesan 
Council, Diocese of Chicago; Deputy 
to 78th General Convention, 2015, 
Diocese of Chicago; Board of Direc-
tors, Grace Place Campus Ministry at 
NIU, DeKalb, Illinois

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
Since being elected to a first term in 
2017, I have served on the Standing 
Committee. My long-term interest and 
experience in governance in this and 
another Diocese has proven useful in 
the work of the Committee. While I 
hope for a balance of new and return-
ing members to be elected to Standing 
Committee, I offer myself for re-elec-
tion in the hope that stability on the 
Committee will serve the needs of the 
Diocese of Arizona well in this season 

of uncertainty and change. Working 
alongside our Bishop, the Standing 
Committee’s work includes monitor-
ing the ordination process, overseeing 
the use of diocesan funds for mis-
sion, and advising the Bishop as she 
requests. My love for the Church’s 
life and ministry has been the guid-
ing motivation in my service thus far 
on Standing Committee, and I hope to 
continue this work.

NOMINEE

The Rev. Timothy True – Imago Dei 
School, Tucson / St. Philip’s In The 
Hills, Tucson 

CURRENT:  
Chaplain, 
Imago Dei 
Middle School; 
Supply priest, 
St. Michael’s, 
Coolidge

FORMER: 
Supply priest, St. John’s, Bisbee 
and St. Stephen’s, Douglas; Vicar, St. 
Thomas, Temecula, California; Rector, 
St. Paul’s, Yuma; Curate, St. Luke’s, 
San Antonio, Texas;. Member of Exec-
utive Council, Episcopal Diocese of 
San Diego (2015-19)

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
Jesus stood up and read his mission 
statement from the scroll of Isaiah. 
He had come with good news, to heal 
the sick, feed the hungry, and set 
captives free.

I arrived in Tucson last year as a 
school chaplain (June 2019); my work 
at Imago Dei carries on Jesus’ mis-
sion by setting impoverished students 
and their families free from cycles 
of poverty through Episcopal edu-
cation. Also, as a school chaplain I 
soon found myself engaging in pulpit 

supply work on Sundays. In my short 
time with this diocese, already I have 
acquired a big-picture sense of what 
is happening in the southeastern 
quadrant of our diocese, especially 
regarding life on and near the border. 
I feel a deep connection to the people 
and the land; there is much work to 
be done here, Jesus’ good-news work 
of setting captives free, in the arenas 
of social and climate justice. The 
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona is poised 
to be a major player in this work. I 
want to be a part of this diocese’s 
voice of advocacy.

Other experience I bring includes 
work as a vicar, rector, and curate in 
churches in the Dioceses of San Diego 
and West Texas (both border dioces-
es); serving on San Diego’s Executive 
Council and West Texas’s Commis-
sion on Liturgy and Music; volunteer-
ing as Chaplain at Camp Stevens in 
California and Camp Capers in Texas; 
and a former career as an educator. 
Presently I am the Alumni Council 
Western States Representative for 
Sewanee’s School of Theology.

STANDING COMMITTEE, 
LAY ORDER
Three Year Term:  elect two [2]

NOMINEE  

Canon Lisa Derrick – Trinity 
Cathedral, Phoenix

CURRENT: Stand-
ing Committee 
Member – Dio-
cese of Arizona; 
Senior Warden 
– Trinity Cathe-
dral; Diocesan 
Representative 
– Arizona Faith 

Network ; Owner and Chief Learning 

Consultant – MindsEye Learning 
Technologies

FORMER: Bishop’s Transition Commit-
tee Chair – Diocese of Arizona; EfM 
Mentor – Diocese of Arizona; Director 
– South Phoenix Healthy Start; Train-
ing and Development Manager –
Maricopa County Medical Assistance 
Programs

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
The Episcopal Church in Arizona 
has served me since I was child. 
Helping to construct a strong Chris-
tian foundation steeped in biblical 
tradition of mercy, justice and peace. 
It has guided me and traveled with 
me these 60 years on the way of love. 
During this lifelong journey, I have 
identified and honed my spiritual 
gifts, competencies and skills that 
have been steadfastly centered on 
evangelism through action, teaching 
and administration. I have reaped 
the innumerable blessings from both 
my career and volunteer experiences 
along the way. Working in directing 
and managing healthcare and public 
health programs for over 30 years 
has allowed me to impact positively 
the lives of many of God’s people...
patients, colleagues and employees. 
My leadership experience in non-
profits designed to work within the 
Gospel daily to overcome social dis-
parities and injustices, level inequi-
ties and inspire hope in families 
of our state and country has provided 
me with unique and profound inspi-
ration, insight, values, knowledge 
and practice needed to serve our 
diocese and to be a great steward of 
the resources given to us to fulfill 
our vision. My continued service as 
a member of our Standing Commit-
tee allows me the opportunity to 
answer “yes, here I am” to our God 
and our community. To make use of 

ORDER OF BUSINESS     • ANNUAL DIOCESAN ELECTIONS
 • Mary Margaret Sprinkle,  
    Chair
 • Nominee information 
    printed begins below [p. 6]

    • PRESENTATION OF 2021 FINANCIAL  
       STATEMENT OF MISSION
 • Suzy Mortenson, Treasurer
 • Financial Statement of 
    Mission printed on p. 12-13

    • ANTI-RACISM COMMITTEE 
       PRESENTATION

    • RESOLUTIONS
 • The Rev. Scott Jones, Chair
 • Resolutions are printed 
    beginning on p. 11

    • NEW BUSINESS ITEMS

    • REPORTS BY TITLE – POSTED ONLINE AT   
      WWW.AZDIOCESE.ORG

    • ANNOUNCEMENTS
 • 2021 Diocesan Convention  
                  October 15-16, 2021

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL

BY MARY MARGARET SPRINKLE, 
CHAIR OF NOMINATIONS

The Committee on Nominations 
recommends the following persons to 
the 60th Annual Diocesan Convention 
of The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona.

Anyone wishing to be nominated 
from the floor must meet the follow-
ing qualifications:
  • Communicant in good standing or 
Clergy in good standing
  • Church is current on Mission Share 
at time of nomination and September 
Mission Share payment
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the spiritual gifts entrusted to me to 
implement. This opportunity allows 
me to fully offer my time, talent and 
treasures to actualize our diocesan 
mission to encourage and connect 
leaders as they grow Christ’s church.

NOMINEE

Canon Clyde Kunz – Church of St 
Matthew, Tucson

CURRENT: Member, 
Forward Move-
ment Board of 
Directors; Advi-
sor, Episcopal 
Church Founda-
tion; Secretary, 
Standing 
Committee, 

Episcopal Diocese of Arizona; 
Diocesan Coordinator, Education for 
Ministry Program (EfM); Licensed Lay 
Homilist, St. Matthews, Tucson

FORMER: Delegate, General Conven-
tion 2018; Member, Episcopal Church 
Foundation Board of Directors; 
Member, Diocesan Council, Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona; Chair, Bishop 
Search Committee, Episcopal Diocese 
of Arizona, 2017-18

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
I would be honored to serve the people 
of the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona by 
continuing as a member of the Stand-
ing Committee for a second term. As a 
lay member of the Committee I believe 
I bring an important voice to Commit-
tee discussions. My professional back-
ground in nonprofit management and 
governance following a career in finan-
cial management help me to navigate 
and understand diocesan operations 
as well as the nuances of the $4 mil-
lion+ budget for which the Committee 
has fiduciary responsibility. I have the 

background to know which questions 
should be asked.

The Standing Committee’s role is of 
course broader than management 
and finance, and I very much appreci-
ate and enjoy meeting and interview-
ing COM-recommended candidates 
for ordination, in making determi-
nations about grants and loans to 
congregations to help carry out vital 
ministries, and in making decisions 
regarding Chapel Rock and other 
Diocese-owned properties.  

We are blessed to be living in an era 
of heightened appreciation for diver-
sity; diverse representation of the 
Diocese’s membership is crucial to 
the effectiveness of this important 
leadership body. I bring the perspec-
tive not only of someone from a 
mid-sized southern Arizona parish, 
but of our LGBTQ members. My expe-
rience on the boards of two national 
church organizations, as a delegate 
to General Convention, and as our 
diocesan EfM Program Coordinator, 
help me understand the role of our 
diocese in the wider church, its pro-
grams and structures. I would be 
honored to continue serving the 
Diocese in this capacity.

NOMINEE 

Michael Seiler – Christ the King, 
Tucson

CURRENT: Cur-
rent Employer: 
Integris Rx as 
Business Ana-
lyst; Ministries: 
Prayer Leader, 
Lay Preacher; 
Board Member: 
Foundation for 

Episcopal Campus Ministries; Uni-
versity of Arizona Episcopal Campus 
Ministry UofA Board Member

FORMER: Past Employer: Industries for 
the Blind as Sr. Web Developer; Min-
istries: LEV, Altar Server, Outreach 
Coordinator, Formation Leader

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
I have been involved in the church 
my whole life, though only the 
last third in the Episcopal Church. 
My involvement in the church has 
always been in positions of leader-
ship, including as ordained clergy in 
another denomination; I have always 
tried to coordinate business and 
spiritual matters. I believe my experi-
ence can provide an outsider’s per-
spective to a committee that both 
monitors and helps direct the life of 
the diocese.

As a lay minister, I have seen how the 
church can touch the lives of those 
whom our ministries engage, and 
how our vision can determine our 
effectiveness. What we as a commu-
nity say - and refuse to say - can have 
implications on our outreach, growth, 
and also on our member retention. 
I wish to be a part of the discussion 
on how we, as a diocese, will tackle 
some of the bigger issues facing the 
church in these coming years. Issues 
heavy on my heart at the present 
moment are racism and racial recon-
ciliation, immigration and issues per-
taining to the LGBTQ+ community. 

Our country is currently growing 
more divided and confrontational, 
and the church is a microcosm of the 
same. The church was never meant 
to be a tacit bystander in the dialogue 
of the day, but neither was it meant 
to be internally divided, driven more 
by political affiliation than by King-
dom affiliation. This is an issue that 
the church needs to address. My hope 
is to offer my experience and exper-
tise to the standing committee.

DISCIPLINARY BOARD, 
CLERICAL ORDER 
Three Year Term:  elect two [2]

NOMINEE  

The Rev. Gary Nicolosi – Church of 
the Advent, Sun City West

CURRENT: Priest 
Associate, 
Church of the 
Advent; Pro bono 
or low bono 
Immigration and 
Veterans Law 
attorney; Former 
Vice-Chancel-

lor, Diocese of Bethlehem; Two-time 
Deputy to General Convention from 
the Diocese of San Diego; Author of 
subscription blog and hundreds of 
articles including an upcoming book: 
SoulFire: Preaching the Church’s Mes-
sage in a Secular, Post-modern World

FORMER: I have served 37 years in 
ordained ministry, leading rural, 
suburban and large urban churches 
in the United States and Canada, 
including recently as Interim Rector 
of the Church of the Nativity, Scott-
sdale; I served as Congregational 
Development Officer for the Diocese 
of British Columbia and a Trustee of 
the Diocese of San Diego; As an attor-
ney, I have extensive mediation train-
ing and a deep interest in clergy and 
lawyer self-care  

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
I would bring a distinct but much 
needed perspective in serving on 
the Church Disciplinary Board. For 
much of my priestly ministry, I have 
had a keen interest in the health 
and effectiveness of clergy as well as 
the safety and well-being of church 
members. As an attorney, I have 

extensive training in lawyer self-
care. The failure to maintain self-care 
can often derail an attorney’s career 
or a priest’s vocation. In my experi-
ence, there is no greater responsibility 
than to adjudicate charges against a 
member of the clergy and to recom-
mend what, if any, disciplinary action 
should be taken. Due process is fun-
damental. I would bring to the Clergy 
Disciplinary Board pastoral sensitivity 
and a legal background that combine 
both love and justice in any decision, 
and always seeking to follow the way 
of Jesus. If I can benefit the diocese 
using my gifts and talents in serving 
on the Board, I am honored to do so.    

NOMINEE

The Rev. Taylor Devine – St. Philip’s 
In The Hills, Tucson

CURRENT: Curate 
for Outreach at 
Saint Philip’s in 
the Hills Epis-
copal Church; 
Program Direc-
tor for Beloved 
in the Desert 
Episcopal Ser-

vice Corps Program; Episcopal Ser-
vice Corps Network Advisory Council 
Member

FORMER: Virginia Theological Semi-
nary; Served as Cultivate VTS Demon-
stration Farm Project Co-chair; Avid 
hiker and camper; served in Episcopal 
Service Corps, Baltimore 2013

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
The trust held by leaders of the 
Church is a gift that must be steward-
ed with such care. Telling the truth, 
seeking transformation, and ensuring 
accountability keep Christian com-
munity a place that fosters growth in 

the knowledge and love of God. When 
Christian community is ruptured it 
is important that there be layers of 
support and accountability for those 
involved. By serving on the Disciplin-
ary Board I offer my time, prayer, and 
experience to these places of rupture.

In my brief experience as a Priest (3 
years) it has become clear to me that 
our pastoral care, interpersonal rela-
tionships, and leadership must take 
seriously trauma-informed practices. 
This comes naturally to many Church 
leaders who understand the need for 
agency, mutuality, and understand-
ing in this complex world, but is still 
a place for our growth. In the work 
of the Disciplinary Board, I want to 
learn from the practices of the Church 
when it comes to places of wound-
edness, and to support this work 
through my dedication to listening, 
organization, and prayerfully sought 
wisdom in community.

DISCIPLINARY BOARD, 
LAY ORDER 
Three Year Term: elect one [1]

NOMINEE  

Douglas C. Cole – St. Stephen’s, 
Phoenix

CURRENT:  Chief 
Operating Offi-
cer, HighGround 
Public Affairs 
Consultants; 
Senior/Rector’s 
Warden, St. Ste-
phen’s, Phoenix; 
Judicial Perfor-

mance Review Commission, Public 
Member, Supreme Court of Arizona

FORMER: Arizona Commission on 
Appellate Court Appointments, 
Public Member; Maricopa County 
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Resolution 2020-1 

60TH DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

2020 RESOLUTION  

TITLE: Companion Diocese with Western Mexico 

Names of submitter(s) 

Name E-mail Phone 
Rev. David Chavez david@azdiocese.org 480-255-5919 
Rev. Robert Hendrickson Robert.hendrickson@stphillipstucson.org 520-299-6421 
Rev. Canon David 
Hedges 

dhedges@stmichael.net 520-886-7292 

 

Church Name:  Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 

Church City:  Phoenix, AZ 

Endorsed by: Bishop Reddall 

BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona enter into a Companion Diocese 
relationship with the Diocese of Western Mexico with the aim of establishing a partnership 
to enrich our respective diocesan communities through immersive cross-cultural learning 
experiences for clergy and lay leaders of all ages. This agreement shall last for five years 
from the date the relationship formally begins. At the completion of five years, there can 
be a mutual determination to continue it for another five years. 

BE IT RESOLVED:  That the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona and the Diocese of Western Mexico, 
establish bilateral companion parish relationships.    

BE IT RESOLVED:  This Companion relationship will be marked by the mutual exploration and 
implementation of missional strategies for evangelism and church planting both in the US 
and Mexico 

BE IT RESOLVED:  That both diocese will work to develop strategic responses to the needs of migrants 
and asylum seekers along the US-Mexico border we share. 

Explanation:  At the 49th Synod Convention of the Anglican Diocese of Western Mexico (2019), a resolution to enter 
into a formal Companion Relationship with the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona was passed and recorded.  It 
is the express desire of the Diocese of Western Mexico that, “This fraternal companionship with the 
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona, be based on the premise that neither body is too poor to contribute nor too 
rich to not be in need of anything.  In our estimation, this partnership can bring great blessings to each of 
our respective dioceses, enriching the spiritual life of every person, and especially on both sides of the 
border that joins our dioceses.”  The present resolution requests that the Episcopal Diocese of Arizona 
pass a matching resolution and enter into a Companion Diocese relationship with the Diocese of Western 
Mexico. This resolution does not present a financial impact to the Diocesan budget.  

Amended 10/2016 

 
  

 ARTICLE VI 
 

The Standing Committee 
 

 
Sec. 1. Establishment of Standing Committee. A Standing Committee, which 

shall have powers and duties and shall perform the functions required by the Constitution 
and Canons of The Episcopal Church and by the Constitution and Canons of this 
Diocese, is hereby established.  The total number of members, the mode of their election, 
and their terms of office shall be as specified by Diocesan Canon, the Committee shall be 
as specified by Diocesan Canon, but the Committee shall at all times be composed of an 
equal number of Clergy, canonically and actually resident in and actively exercising a 
regular priestly ministry in the Diocese as determined by the Bishop, and resident Lay 
communicants of the Diocese. 
 

CANON CHANGE

RESOLUTION
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Commission on Trial Court Appoint-
ments, Public Member; Chairman, 
Ahwatukee Foothills Village Planning 
Committee

WHY DO YOU WANT TO SERVE THE 
CHURCH IN THIS ROLE?
As a life-long, ‘cradle’ Episcopalian, I 
enjoy serving our church family.  I am 
a fourth generation Arizonan, raised 
in Coolidge and grew up attending 
St. Michael’s. We raised our three 

children at St. Matthew’s in Chandler. 
I am currently the Senior Warden at 
St. Stephen’s, Phoenix where I previ-
ously was elected to the Vestry. Both 
my parents held elected positions 
within the church and diocese.

I firmly believe in the Title IV process. 
We must always stand ready and will-
ing to address claims of conduct that 
may be in violation of our Canons. I 
support a process that is transparent, 

fair, compassionate and thorough. 
Promoting and exhibiting resolute 
trust in our church as an institution 
is foundational for its survival and 
growth as a Christian body.

I believe my skills and life experienc-
es are well suited to be a member of 
the Clergy Disciplinary Board. I would 
be honored to serve.
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2020 2021
Mission Plan Misson Plan

REVENUE
Mission Share - (Note 1) 3,000,000 2,925,450
Other Income 623,500 604,900
Restricted Fund Support - (Note 2) 441,500 385,000
Total Planned Revenue 4,065,000 3,915,350

EXPENSES
Ministries and Programs

Clergy Support - (Note 3) 98,500 86,000
Adult Education and Events 68,000 70,000
Campus Ministry 255,100 255,100
Youth/Young Adult 18,000 18,000
Children 18,000 18,000
Native American 20,000 16,000
Hispanic - (Note 4) 61,500 50,500
Social Justice 10,500 8,500
Other Programs and Ministries - (Note 5) 240,500 224,500
Total Ministries and Programs 790,100 746,600

The Diaconate 27,500 27,325

Diocesan Clergy Compensation
Bishop 211,800 211,800
Canon to the Ordinary 121,500 121,500
Canon for Native American Min. 29,100 29,100
Canon for Hispanic Ministry 6,025 9,025
Missioner - Border Ministries 108,750 108,750
Canon for Creation Care 31,900 31,900
Canon for Children & Youth - (Note 6) 0 101,900
Total Diocesan Clergy Comp. 509,075 613,975

Diocesan Staff Compensation
Diocesan House Canon Staff - (Note 6) 327,250 242,000
Diocesan House Support Staff 175,750 210,750
Benefits and Taxes - Note 7 285,000 216,000
Total Diocesan Staff Comp. 788,000 668,750

Proposed Financial Statement of Mission
2021 Mission Plan Year

Approved by Standing Committee for recommendation to the Annual Diocesan Convention - August 13, 2020
Approved by Finance Committee for recommendation to the Standing Committee - August 04, 2020

2020 2021
Mission Plan Mission Plan

Operating Expenses 474,000 469,000

Governance and Polity 415,000 395,000

Mission in our Congregatations
Cathedral Support 100,000 100,000
Other Missions and Parishes - (See Note 2) 563,733 599,733
Misc. Congregation Support 61,741 51,741
Total Mission in our Congregations 725,474 751,474

Donor Restricted Funds Expended
Alleluia Fund 141,225 120,100
Resurrection - Alleluia Fund 108,126 108,126
Neely Funds - Note 8 50,000 15,000
Rural Ministry Funds - (See Note 2) 36,500 0
Total Donor Restricted Funds Exp. 335,851 243,226

Total Planned Expenses 4,065,000 3,915,350

Note #1:   Mission Share percentage remains at 16.9%. We are projecting a decline from 2020 as churches 
may have less revenue as we recover from our long closure during the pandemic.

Note #2:  Rural Funds have been exhausted. Churches receiving support from Rural Funds are supported through 
other sources of revenue.

Note #3:  Less funds are needed for our clergy placement project. This reduction is offset by an increase in funds 
for Seminarian Assistance.

Note #4:  A number of line items were moved into other parts of the 2021 plan to better align them with their 
respective congregations and programs.

Note #5:   This categorey includes Mission Share Rebate, Anti-Racism, Prison, Disability, 2nd Half of Life 
Spirituality, and Recovery.  Rebate percentage remains at 1.25% for 2021.

Note #6:  A number of changes have been made to Diocesan staff. The positions of Canon for Children and 
Canon for Youth have been combined in one postion held by Rev. Canon Jana Sundin. A part-time position 
was added in 2020, Summer Camp Manager. A part-time accountant position has been added for 2021 to 
support the Diocesan Finance team.

Note #7:  Benefits associated with the Canon for Children and Youth are now included in Diocesan Clergy 
Compensation.  Also, the 2020 insurance rates came in lower than anticpated in the 2020 plans.

Note # 8:  Neely funds are being re-purposed towards new missions.

Notes….
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Cruzando Fronteras is called to stand with and serve our migrating neighbors as an incarnation 
of and witness to the beloved community of Jesus. COVID-19 is significantly impacting how we 
practice our faith and how we care for and shelter migrants. Long established injustices and 
disparities in healthcare availability and wellness options for historically marginalized 
communities, particularly for migrating families, have also become increasingly clear. “The 
coronavirus pandemic is ‘a human crisis that is fast becoming a human rights crisis’” said UN 
Secretary General, Antonio Guterres, in an interview for the New York Post (NY Post, April 23, 
2020). Cruzando Fonteras continues its unwavering commitment to accompanying our migrant 
neighbors during their immigration journey even during this pandemic. 

Nearly 200 women, men, and children live at La Casa, Cruzando Fronteras’s residential shelter 
in Nogales, Sonora, Mexico. Beyond providing for residents’ basic needs, La Casa offers 
education, medical treatment, legal services, spiritual care, and updates about the ever-
changing U.S. immigration process. Because the pandemic has brought all immigration 
proceedings relative to asylum seekers to a halt, La Casa is the place our residents will call their 
casa (home) for the foreseeable future. We are doing our very best to serve the women, 
children and families pursuing dreams of safer, more hopeful futures. And we need your help. 
Will you pray for us? Will you share your financial resources with us? Will you be part of the 
extended community that is Cruzando Fronteras? Visit our website at 
https://fronteras.azdiocese.org/ to learn more. 

Thank you for helping our neighbors keep their dreams alive. Thank you for supporting the 
work of Cruzando Fronteras!  

Faithfully,  

 

The Right Rev. Jennifer A. Reddall 
Sixth Episcopal Bishop of Arizona 

The Rev. Deborah K. Hutterer 
Bishop, Grand Canyon Synod 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Rev. Dr. William M. Lyons 
Conference Minister 
Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ 

nonprofit
manage-Best Skills Best Churches

These days, it’s not business 
as usual in the church.

Become a reliable, knowledgeable 
partner to help your church leadership!

If you want to have effective discipleship that transforms lives, we can help give your 
leaders the knowledge to do it, and at a low cost. Thanks to a partnership with ASU 
Lodestar Center for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Innovation, the Diocese has developed 
a graduate/executive level certificate program called Best Skills Best Churches. This is 
a holistic program; each of the six sessions feed into the others. 

Courses:
•  Volunteers in Ministry
•  Laws/Legal: Legal Aspects of Governance
•  Human Relations/Effective Communication
   Handling Conflict
•  Marketing and Community Presence
•  Financial Management for Effective Service
•  Fundraising Aspects of Stewardship 

learn more at:
azdiocese.org/bestskills.html

nonprofit
manage-
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This monthly feature in the E-pistle 
e-newsletter highlights one of our deacons 
and their ministry.

THE REV. LYNN ADWELL
The Rev. Lynn Adwell serves at 
Church of the Epiphany in Tempe. 
Ministry as an Episcopal Deacon has 
not always seemed a likely prospect 
for Lynn, who did not belong to the 
Episcopal church until 1993. It was 
when she listened to a homily by 
Eric Johnson, a postulant in Dubuque 
Iowa, that she recognized her 
call to the diaconal ministry: 
"...to represent Christ and his 
Church, particularly as a ser-
vant of those in need..." Book 
of Common Prayer, page 856.

Before encountering the Epis-
copal church, Deacon Lynn 
had helped refugees from 
Southeast Asia, joining in the 
efforts of the community to 
help newcomers find hous-
ing, obtain basic necessities, 
and to learn English.
During this time, she and 
her husband, Jerry, also 
served as foster-parents to 
special needs children, and, 
of course, brought them to 
church along with the rest of 
the family.

After ordination in Minnesota, Deacon 
Lynn helped her parish prepare din-
ners for local people on Saturdays, as 
the local Salvation Army did not have 
a meal program on that day. Pastoral 
care for elderly shut-ins, was a major 
component of ministry In Minnesota, 
as there were many parishioners who 
could no longer attend church, and 
who lived alone in their homes. One 
or two days a week were devoted 
to making Eucharistic visits to the 
elderly during this time, and as win-
ter snows often kept relatives from 

traveling, it was often a deacon who 
was at the bedside of the dying.

Upon moving to Arizona in 2012, 
Deacon Lynn joined the efforts of the 
members of The Church of the Epiph-
any, who prepared and served meals 
at Paz de Cristo in Mesa. She enjoyed 
fellowship with the members of this 
ministry, some of whom had been 
involved for nearly three decades. 
Deacon Lynn also mentored an EfM 
group at Epiphany.

Now as we find ourselves in the midst 
of a pandemic, telephone calls and 
hosting Zoom meetings seem to form 
the bulk of ministry these days. Dea-
con Lynn, with the rest of the church, 
is discerning what the needs will be 
in the days to come.

THE REV. LINDA HUTSON
Linda Hutson was ordained as a dea-
con in 2014. She first served at Grace 
St. Paul in Tucson before transferring 
to Church of the Apostles in Oro 
Valley in 2015.

I’m a Hospice Spiritual Counselor 
and also a volunteer at Sister José 
Women’s Center (SJWC) (https://
www.srjosewomensshelter.org/) in 
Tucson. Lately, I haven’t had as much 
time to devote to the Center. But I can 
still remember the moment that led 
me to volunteer there.

One cold and rainy February night in 
2010, my husband and I were leaving 
a concert at the Fox Theatre. At the 
intersection of I-10 and Congress, an 

elderly woman wrapped in a 
blanket crossed in front of us 
pushing a cart containing all 
she had. I was stricken... how 
could somebody that age be 
homeless in a country that 
is so rich? This so moved my 
heart that I began search-
ing for a way to respond to 
the homeless population and 
discovered Sr. José’s was a 
way for me to respond as well 
as to learn. This happened 
about a year after the Sr. José 
Women’s Center had started 
housing homeless women dur-
ing the winter months. I met 
with the Executive Director 
and went through the process 
of becoming a volunteer.

At first, I worked 1 or 2 days a week 
fixing breakfast, cleaning the shel-
ter and getting it ready for daytime 
activities. Then I began hosting the 
overnight stays in the tiny 700 sq. ft. 
house. At that time, we were only able 
to take 11 women. Sometimes that 
meant someone slept on the back 
porch under a lot of blankets! I fixed 
dinner and after eating, we cleared 
out the dining room and set up cots.

In those quiet moments before sleep, 
the stories would begin. One of the 
first stories I heard was that of a 
woman from another country. 

DEACON BEACON

Join us on FaceBook Premiere & Zoom 
for an hour of music designed to make 
you feel good.  Even if we cannot be 
together in person, we can be together 
in spirit - and online! Join us in a unique 
opportunity for music and memories, 
friendship and fellowship.   

There will be a 20 minute intermission 
to meet, greet & toast your friends at 
intermission, and then again after the 
show. You’ll have to provide your own 
wine and cheese this year, but you can 
show o� your cheesy creations to your 
friends! 

Your $10 donation bene�ts St. James. 
To order your ticket, please visit 
paypal.com and send $10 to  
o�ce@stjamestempe.org (choose 
“friends and family”). You can pay with 
debit or credit card. If you need help 
ordering, please call 480-345-2686 or 
send email to o�ce@stjamestempe.org.

the Gifted & Talented Musicians and Friends of St James Present
Continuing in the Great Tradition

Sunday October 25th, 4:00-6:00pm

"A Musical Evening at Home"
EVENING OF MUSIC 2020

Deacon Lynn Adwell, second from right
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She had married 
a military man 
who brought her 
to the U.S. when 
the marriage 
failed. She didn’t 
have resources 
to return home 
and no family 
left. She found 
part time jobs 
and had a small 
apartment but 
then lost her job 
and ended up 
on the streets...
undocumented. 
Unable to get the services she needed 
through traditional agencies, she 
moved from church to church during 
the day and slept at the Center. Those 
stories were all too common and they 
still pierce my heart.

At that time, SJWC was simply a place 
to sleep, eat, and wash. About three 
years ago, through the generosity 
of the community of Tucson, SJWC 
expanded into a 9,000 sq. ft., fully 
furnished building financed by gifts 
from our local community. The Center 
now offers mental health and other 
programs to lift women from home-
lessness to independence. They also 
provide overnight stays year-round. 
During the pandemic, the center con-
tinues to be open finding creative ways 
to serve as many women as possible.

Learning the reasons and differ-
ence between chronic homelessness 
(primarily those with mental illness, 
addiction and domestic violence) and 
transitional homeless (those who 
lost a job, became ill, etc.) has been a 
blessing to me. Many people are only 
a paycheck away from homelessness
with a domino effect for those who 
don’t have a safety net like family or 
friends to help them. At SJWC, we’re 

all women, we’re all sisters, we all 
have problems and we can all learn 
from and help one another.

I am grateful that God has gifted me 
with the ability to be present and 
listen. It is the Holy Spirit being chan-
neled by the grace of God to serve 
in this ministry. Recently, I’ve been 
invited to join a committee at SJWC 
to develop and ensure that we main-
tain the spiritual integrity of the 
founder, Sister Jose. It’s not lost on 
me that the people at the Center and 
in the Hospice setting are marginal-
ized people. That’s the call that God 
put on my heart that cold, rainy night 
in February.

There are many ways to support 
the Sr. Jose Women’s Center even 
now during the pandemic. Church 
of the Apostles did an ingathering in 
June of water, hats, sunscreen, and 
Gatorade to donate to the Center. A 
list of needs is posted on the website 
(https://www.srjosewomensshelter.
org/getinvolved/#wishlist) and mone-
tary donations are deeply appreciated 
to continue serving our sisters. We 
are volunteer staffed. To find what 
you may be interested in offering as 
a volunteer, speak to Laura Lynn, 

the Volunteer 
Manager. I’m 
always happy to 
talk to anyone 
about this won-
derful ministry, 
just give me a 
call at Church 
of the Apostles 
(520-544-9660).

THE REV. 
TOM LINDELL
Deacon Thomas 
Lindell serves at 
St. Philip's in     

 the Hills, in Tucson. 
Thomas is a third-generation Swedish 
Episcopalian from Minnesota.

While seriously considering the 
priesthood at an early age, science got 
in the way until much later in life. He 
is a graduate of Gustavus Adolphus 
College in 1963 (chemistry and biol-
ogy), University of Iowa, (Ph.D. in 
biochemistry in 1969), and completed 
postdoctoral work at the University 
of Washington and the University of 
California, San Francisco (’68-70). He 
started his academic career at the 
University of Arizona College of Medi-
cine in 1970, retiring from the depart-
ment Molecular and Cellular Biology 
in 2006.

Still interested in ordained ministry, 
he became a Deacon in 2000 and has 
since been affiliated with St. Philip’s 
in the Hills. Besides being part of 
the regular liturgical rota on Sunday 
mornings, he has also shepherded 
an informal, non-traditional service 
at 4:00 p.m. on Sundays called Come 
and See for the past 15 years. At the 
diocesan level, he has served on the 
Commission on Ministry for a number 
of years and currently serves as one of 
the faculty of the Deacon Formation 

Academy, where he reads and com-
ments on monthly reflections from 
those in training to become deacons.

At the local level, he has participated 
in the startup of Laundry Love, a min-
istry begun from the Come and See 
community which aims to offer free 
access to laundry services to anyone 
in need. This ministry has been ongo-
ing monthly for five years although 
it is currently on hiatus due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. At St. Philip’s, he 
is involved in maintaining a weekly 
Pastoral Care Update, which tracks 
parishioners and their caregivers.
As a career teacher, he has continued 
to speak about the interface between 
science and theology, a subject that 
has never presented a conflict for 
him. He presented a series of talks 
on “Embracing Creation on Sabbath 
Time” at the diocesan deacons retreat 
in August 2019. He has also offered 
numerous classes at St. Philip’s and 
elsewhere on the subject “Viewing 
Religion/Theology Through the Lens 
of Science.” Recently, he has pre-
sented this subject to Roman Catholic 
priests, nuns and professed who are 
on a sabbatical program at Picture 
Rocks Retreat house in Tucson. He 
is also a member of the Society of 
Ordained Scientists (SOSc) and was 
inducted as a member in the UK in 
2003. He is also part of the North 
American Province of SOSc.

Since his retirement, he has aspired 
to become a printmaker (creating 
etchings on metal plates), doing wood 
engravings and linocuts. He has also 
enjoyed the art of bookmaking, creat-
ing books from folded, sewn pages, 
and covers. Additionally, he is a 
printmaking instructor at The Draw-
ing Studio in Tucson, a non-profit 
arts consortium with broad-ranging 
classes for the public. Retirement has 
been very fulfilling in many ways.

DEACON BEACON continued

He has two children from a previous 
marriage, Katherine (an Apple store 
leader in Austin, TX), and Kristina (an 
elementary teacher in London, ON). He 
has two grandchildren in Canada. 
He is married to Marilyn Anderson 
Lindell a retired Navy Nurse (’06) 
and Senior Nurse Researcher in the 
Arizona Respiratory Center at the 
University of Arizona.

Deacon Linda Hutson, center at stove
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100 West Roosevelt Street  

Phoenix, AZ   602-254-7126     

trinitymusicaz.org 

MUSIC AT TRINITY 

 Fall 2020 Virtual  
 Concert Series

 Musical  
 Art in a 
 Cathedral 
  setting

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29, 7:00 PM  

Urban Nocturnes 

The six members of resident company Urban Nocturnes 

perform a diverse collection of solo works representing classical 

music styles from Baroque to Romantic and Contemporary.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 7:00 PM  

Lieder Recital featuring Nina Cole Garguilo and Toby Vaughn Kidd 

Helios soprano Nina Cole Garguilo and bass-baritone Toby Vaughan 

Kidd, in association with Art Song Rising, present a lieder concert 

entitled “Through the Lenses.” 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20, 5:00 PM  

A Virtual Festival of Lessons and Carols for Christmastide 

This shorter and more intimate version of our traditional 

Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols will feature works by 

Woodward, Darke, Walton, Willocks and others. 

trinitymusicaz.org is your portal to experience the 2020 fall concerts, calendar, artist 

biographies, and more. Be social with the latest, connect with us on  . 

 

About the Music At Trinity Program 

Music at Trinity sponsors a wide range of artists and musical programs in performance at the 

Cathedral for the benefit of the greater Phoenix community. Artists range from internationally-

recognized performers to fantastic local talent; well-established groups to newly-formed 

ensembles that hold great promise. Musical offerings include organ concerts and chamber 

music to the very popular Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmastide. 

All concerts are free  

of charge and experienced 

at trinitymusicaz.org

BY THE REV. CANON JANA SUNDIN,
CANON FOR CHILDREN AND YOUTH

When a person is baptized, they and 
the whole congregation make prom-
ises, one of which is to “strive for 
justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every hu-
man being.” Judging from what we 
see in the world around us, this is 
not always a simple promise to keep, 
and part of the work of the church is 
to teach and support each member 
as we keep our promises and walk as 
disciples of Jesus.

As Bishop Reddall and many oth-
ers leading our church have clearly 
named this year, one way we as The 
Episcopal Church have failed to fulfill 
our vow is by maintaining silence in 
the centuries-long struggle for racial 
equity. We are called to the freedom 
in Christ that comes from transfor-
mative truth-telling! (See: https://
day1.org/articles/5f0770cd6615fbf72d
00000f/speaking-of-freedom-a-letter-
to-the-church-on-breaking-free-of-
white-supremacy-by-kelly-brown-

douglas-stephanie-spellers-and-
winnie-varghese) And because we 
care about the discipleship of young 
people, and because they are, and will 
become, our leaders, we must invite 
them into these important conversa-
tions now. There may be people who 
feel concerned about the idea of talk-
ing with children about race for vari-
ous reasons. However, experts agree 
that even the youngest children learn 
to make judgments based on differ-
ences they perceive, and will pick up 
racial bias from the culture around 
them if they’re not intentionally 
formed otherwise.

Animated by baptismal vows and this 
call to truth-telling and discipleship, 
this fall several parishes teamed up 
to offer a formation series called Re-
spect the Dignity of All: Kids Engaging 
Racial Equity. Through this series, we 
are practicing ways to respect the dig-
nity of all people and love each other 
as Jesus taught us to do. We began 
on Sunday, September 13, using sto-
ries, prayer, music, and activities to 
explore how we listen for the voice of 

RESPECT THE DIGNITY OF ALL: KIDS ENGAGING RACIAL EQUITY
God, the importance of attending 
to others’ perspectives and needs, 
the meanings of justice and mercy, 
the interconnectedness of all living 
beings, and what love in action 
looks like.

This formation series is available in 
the Family Formation playlist on the 
Diocesan YouTube Channel (https://
www.youtube.com/azdiocese1), and 
has been designed to be used by 
churches as their Sunday School or 
mid-week programming, or by indi-
vidual households. If you would like 
more information about how you 
and/or children in your church can 
engage this program, please contact 
me at jana@azdiocese.org. And while 
this program is specifically designed 
for elementary school-aged children 
and their caregivers, striving for 
justice and peace and respecting the 
dignity of all is the work of a lifetime. 
We do not outgrow it, and we do not 
do it alone – we walk together as a 
community of disciples of Jesus, 
and everything we do, we do with 
God’s help.



A digital collec�on of savory dishes & 
stories, �ps & tales gathered with love by 
the parishoners of St. James, to share with 
our community. The cookbook is presented 
in PDF form and your $9 dona�on benefits 
St. James. As you may know, the pandemic 
has impacted our funds and as such we 
greatly appreciate your support during this 
difficult �me.   

Proudly Presents
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To order your cookbook, please go to paypal.com 
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(choose “friends and family”). You can pay with 
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office@stjamestempe.org. Thank you! 
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BY PENELOPE PLACE, ST. MARK’S (MESA) 
PANTRY CHAIRPERSON

During this unprecedented pandemic, 
we pray about everyone's health as 
well as the resulting financial hard-
ships, including rising unemployment 
and evictions.

The ministries of caring for our neigh-
bors continues. Our Food Pantry is 
one of the important continuing out-
reach ministries at St. Mark's relevant 
to these times. Partnering with the 
United Food Bank and assisted by 
the National Guard, the Food Pantry 
changed from in-person assistance 
in our Parish Hall to the caravan 
approach in our parking lot. Leader-
ship sterilizes all parts of the Food 
Pantry and requires social distancing, 
masks, and gloves.

Many of our volunteers are staying 
home now. Two Mondays a month, 
we receive food and other supplies 
from the United Food Bank that are 
sorted, bagged, and organized. We 
also receive supplies gathered by St. 
Barnabas on the Desert in Scottsdale. 
The following two Tuesdays, a volun-
teer checks-in our clients while addi-
tional volunteers and the National 
Guard load carts that are taken to 
the vehicles lined up in our parking 
lot where the food and supplies are 
placed in the vehicles. Volunteers 
come from St. Mark's Episcopal 
Church, the City of Mesa, the LDS and 
other churches.

We distribute United Food Bank The 
Emergency Food Assistance Program 
(TEFAP) bagged groceries; fresh fruits 
and vegetables; cereals, bread and 

MESA FOOD PANTRY CONTINUES MINISTRY 
TO MOST VULNERABLE

pastries; canned goods; frozen meats 
and fruit; bottled water and dairy 
products; and a toiletry bag with toilet 
paper, laundry detergent, bar soap 
and our schedule. When they are 
available, we add diapers, pet food 
and assorted personal toiletries.
Recently, our Food Pantry was 
awarded a $5,000 grant to purchase 
an additional freezer. Currently, we 
serve approximately 150 households 
per month.

We believe our Food Pantry is a loving 
example of being Christ's hands at 
work as we all pray for positive out-
comes for our most vulnerable friends 
and neighbors.
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‘House churches’ offer return to in-person worship 
by following practice of early Christians

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

F
or three sundays this 
summer, the back-
yard of charles Tay-
lor’s home in Wash-

ington, D.c., offered more 
than a place for peaceful 
relaxation. it became a place 
of worship. Home is where 
the church is.

Taylor and his wife have 
hosted a “garden group” of 
parishioners from st. co-
lumba’s Episcopal church 
on sundays deemed conve-
nient and environmentally 
appropriate, most recently on aug. 23. 
“Basically, we’ve been trying to look for 
days when the weather wasn’t too hot or 
too wet,” Taylor told Episcopal news ser-
vice.

about 10 people arrange themselves in 
the backyard a safe distance apart. Wear-
ing masks, they read from a customized 
order of service bulletin produced by st. 
columba’s for house churches like this.

“it becomes more like what one imag-
ines early christian meetings were like,” 
Taylor said. “it’s not the same [as attend-
ing in a church], but the smallness of it is 
actually very welcome.”

similar sunday scenes are taking place 
in Minneapolis among a group of parish-
ioners from st. John’s Episcopal church. 

They gather for worship most sundays in 
the front yard of John Bellaimey and lyn-
nell Mickelsen.

The congregation first organized these 
and other similar gatherings as small, in-
person watch parties for the church’s sun-
day service. Each week, the church posts 
a video online of Holy Eucharist through 
the liturgy of the Word.

now some groups lead their own wor-
ship, reading out loud parts of the liturgy 
from the st. John’s service and incorpo-
rating video of the rector’s sermon and 
other prerecorded components when ap-
propriate. The rector, the rev. lisa Wiens 
Heinsohn, often is among the 10 to 15 
people who attend — as a fellow worship-
per, not to preside at Holy Eucharist.

Heinsohn is reluctant 
to celebrate communion 
in this setting, though she 
senses the Holy spirit at 
work.

“Everybody brings their 
own chair and everybody 
wears a mask, but there is 
this feeling of being present 
even with a small group of 
people,” she said in an in-
terview with Ens. it is one 
example of the pandemic’s 
silver lining: “We’re just ex-
perimenting with different 
things, Heinsohn said. “in-
novation is just happening 
every day.”

Much of the churchwide innovation 
this year is shaping virtual worship, which 
has taken off in ways that no one could 
have imagined before the coronavirus 
took hold in mid-March and forced the 
suspension of most in-person worship. 
online services continue to be a mainstay 
of Episcopal worship heading into the 
fall, though some congregations have be-
gun holding outdoor services and, more 
rarely, small services indoors. Masks, use 
of sanitizer and at least six feet of separa-
tion are standard requirements for partici-
pation.

This summer, the Episcopal church 
also launched a series of online resources 
to help Episcopalians start small group 

continued on page B
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Members of St. John’s Episcopal Church in Minneapolis gather in the 
front yard of a couple from the congregation for Sunday worship.
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ministries, particularly focused 
on discipleship and formation 
and easily administered online 
through conferencing tools 
like Zoom. Examples of house 
churches are less common 
across the church, but some 
Episcopalians have found a 
liturgical oasis in these natu-
ral, communal settings, like 
the Washington backyard and 
Minneapolis front lawn.

“They want to connect with 
each other and with God, and 
there is just something intangible and 
wonderful about seeing each other in per-
son,” Heinsohn said.

st. John’s invites its parishioners to 
sign up for an in-person watch party for 
its sunday online services, so organizers 
and hosts know how many will attend. if 
a large number of people are interested, 
they may break into multiple gatherings, 
but often there is just one group. partici-
pants gather around a screen to watch the 
service, which is followed by discussion 
and fellowship.

The congregation also hosts an online 
watch party through Zoom, so parishio-
ners can share each other’s presence while 
remaining in their own homes.

about 200 people typically attended 
services at st. John’s before the pandemic. 
The church is small and doesn’t have a lot 
of outdoor space, which has made it dif-
ficult to predict when the congregation 
will be able to return to some form of 
worship at the church, Heinsohn said. in 
the meantime, the watch parties offer an 
in-person option that can accommodate 
everyone who signs up, as long as some 
are willing to host at their homes.

Even at home, such services need to 
follow precautions intended to slow the 
spread of coViD-19. During the ser-
vices in Taylor’s backyard, there are no 
hymns because of the transmission risk 
posed by singing. Eucharist is celebrated, 
though with limited personal contact. 
The communion elements are conse-
crated the previous Thursday by a priest 
at st. columba’s and brought on sunday 
by a parishioner who has been trained as 
a Eucharistic visitor. consecrated wafers 
and wine are put into paper cups for par-
ticipants to receive by picking them up 
from a table in the Taylors’ yard.

Taylor, 70, is a native of Great Britain, 

a retired economist and a regular church-
goer. He and his wife have been pleased 
with how church leaders have kept the 
congregation connected online, though 
they miss attending church in person at 
st. columba’s and seeing other parishio-
ners.

“This fills a little bit of a gap,” he said, 
though he acknowledged that Zoom 
meetings offer at least one advantage: you 
can see each other’s faces. “When you 
meet in the garden, you don’t, because 
they’re wearing masks.”

The plan for the st. columba’s house 
churches was developed by the rev. Josh-
ua Daniel, associate rector for discipleship 
and worship.

“The idea came in trying to think 
about, what’s the best entry level for in-
person worship?” Daniel said in an inter-
view with Ens. To bring the congrega-
tion back for worship inside the church 
was “logistically complicated and not par-
ticularly safe.”

as the congregation expanded its digi-
tal offerings during the pandemic, church 
leaders also began thinking about new 
ways of worshipping in person. Gather-
ing outdoors is presumed to be safer than 
indoors, less likely to enable the coronavi-
rus to spread rapidly, and by using a back-
yard, group size would be limited. Daniel 
also was inspired to expand on the brief 
encounters parishioners have with each 
other during traditional church services, 
such as at the peace.

in a church setting, “those interactions 
can only be so personal,” he said. in small 
group worship, personal encounters be-
come the main event.

“Hopefully, there will be opportuni-
ties to get to know each other in a much 
more in-depth way, but also to pray with 
one another in a way that large corporate 

worship on sunday just doesn’t 
afford because of how many 
people there are.”

To get the house churches 
off the ground, church leaders 
asked for volunteer hosts, pa-
rishioners with big backyards 
or nearby public parks. initially, 
the services just followed the 
liturgy of the Word. Daniel 
sought to enlist Eucharistic visi-
tors because that role is detailed 
in the canons of the Episcopal 
church: to serve “members of 
the congregation who, by rea-
son of illness or infirmity, were 

unable to be present at the celebration.”
The Episcopal church of the Epipha-

ny in richardson, Texas, also is overseeing 
home church worship led by Eucharistic 
visitors. The congregation in the Diocese 
of Dallas conferred with Bishop George 
sumner to ensure it was following his 
guidelines for worship during the pan-
demic, but in this case, house church is 
not a communal service but simply a fam-
ily worshipping together.

parishioners are trained as Eucharistic 
visitors so they can worship with their 
own families at home and receive com-
munion. “This is certainly not a drive-by 
communion,” the rev. Betsy randall, 
the church’s rector, told Ens.

The response has been encouraging, 
randall said. For the 20 or so families 
who began participating this summer, it 
offers opportunities for family-based dis-
cipleship and spiritual growth despite the 
challenges posed by the pandemic.

in Washington, several groups of st. 
columba’s parishioners have gathered for 
intimate worship services in various set-
tings this summer. one group chose to 
meet frequently in the courtyard at the 
church, though church members haven’t 
yet adopted the practice broadly, Daniel 
said.

“We had hoped for it to be kind of 
small this summer so we could test out 
these thigs and find some best practices,” 
he said. More groups will be encouraged 
to form this fall.

The typical sunday attendance at st. 
columba’s in pre-coViD-19 times was 
about 600 worshipers. some parishioners 
may be reluctant to gather even in a limit-
ed way while the coronavirus is still spread-
ing. after the first spike in cases began to 
subside in late spring, “no one was break-

HOuSE continued from page A
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St. Columba’s parishioners gather in the church’s courtyard for 
a worship service. 
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ing down the doors to have in-person 
worship on sundays,” Daniel said.

The response was similar in the 
Diocese of san Diego when christian 
Gillette began encouraging house 
churches. The concept hasn’t yet 
been adopted by worshippers there, 
as california looks to stabilize after 
a summer surge in new coViD-19 
cases, which had averaged more than 
5,000 a day for two months.

“a lot of people are still nervous 
to gather in person,” Gillette told 
Ens in late august. as the diocese’s 
canon for evangelism and disciple-
ship, he has been working with some 
churches to launch small group min-
istries, but in general, “everyone’s still 
kind of wanting to stay online.”

Gillette also thinks some Episcopalians 
are apprehensive about the house church 
setting because they don’t want it to 
replace traditional worship in a church, 
though he hopes that some in the diocese 
will give at-home worship a try this fall.

He posted written resources online to 

assist groups of up to 10 with planning 
such gatherings. Early christians’ home-
based gatherings “were the primary way in 
which people came to faith and gathered 
to worship,” Gillette noted in the online 
post. “The number of people who would 
gather was limited to how many people 
could fit inside the space of residence.”

like Daniel at st. columba’s, Gillette 

expects trained Eucharistic visitors 
to safely help Episcopalians receive 
communion in small groups. it may 
not be worshippers’ preferred setting, 
but for now Gillette sees it as one of 
the few opportunities to gather in per-
son for worship at a time when large 
indoor gatherings are not yet possible 
— and may not be for some time.

“people miss community. 
They’re missing the Eucharist, and 
i imagine that people will be more 
willing if they feel safer to try new 
things, to have that experience with 
their community,” he said.

When the pandemic diminishes 
and st. columba’s reopens for regu-
lar worship, Taylor thinks it will be 
a great relief, but his garden group 

might continue to meet now and then. 
small group worship can be a worthwhile 
experience in normal times in as well.

“i have to say, there’s something nice 
being in the open air, hearing bird sounds 
in the background, a little wind, the 
flowers in the garden and praying,” Taylor 
said. “There’s a group of christians coming 
together. it is a lovely experience.”   n

HOuSE continued from page B
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The Communion elements are set up on a table in 
Charles Taylor’s backyard for one of the “house 
church” services arranged by St. Columba’s 
Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

W
ith wildfires rag-
ing up and down 
the West coast, 
prompting evacu-

ations, destroying homes and 
threatening communities, Epis-
copal leaders say they and their 
congregations are responding 
and preparing to respond to 
communities in need as the cri-
sis develops.

at least 100,000 oregon 
residents reportedly faced 
evacuation orders as of mid-
september, with the number 
potentially reaching 500,000 as the fires spread. The mayor of 
portland declared an emergency with fires raging just beyond 
the city’s suburbs.

“The fires are intense, and the air quality is horrible,” oregon 
Bishop Michael Hanley told Episcopal news service in an email. 
“We are working this morning to get connected with folks in 
the hardest hit areas.” some Episcopalians likely have lost their 
homes, he said, though he didn’t yet have confirmation.

st. Martin’s Episcopal church in the small oregon city of 
shady cove is close to the edge of one of the fires. Hanley said 
he heard from the vicar that the town is safe for now.

in california, where fire crews are struggling to contain some 
of the West’s largest fires, the Diocese of san Joaquin’s Episcopal 
conference center oakhurst was evacuated this week, with staff 
members making it safely to Fresno, about 60 miles to the south.

“our congregation members in oakhurst at st. raphael’s 
are currently in the evacuation warning stage, so they are ready 
and prepared should evacuation become mandatory,” the rev. 
anna carmichael, the diocese’s canon to the ordinary, said in an 
email. “our prayers are with our evacuated staff, our congrega-
tion members who are waiting and watching for evacuation no-
tice, for our sisters and brothers in california, as well as oregon, 
Washington and idaho also battling devastating fires.”

she also praised the work of emergency responders and fire-
fighters who are risking their lives to protect communities from 
the blazes.

Even when communities aren’t threatened directly by the 
wildfires’ flames, smoke and ash are creating a public health 
crisis, driving air quality to hazardous levels and prompting au-
thorities to recommend residents stay indoors.

“The air quality is terrible,” said stephanie Taylor, communi-
cation director for the Diocese of california, which is based in 
san Francisco and encompasses the Bay area. news images from 
the region this week showed the daytime sky darkened to an 
ominous orange as smoke drifted in from the fires.

in subsequent days, smoke from the fires created haze as far 
as the East coast.

Taylor, in an email, said the 
diocese is applying for a grant 
from Episcopal relief & Devel-
opment to buy n95 face masks 
for local residents who are 
homeless. Episcopalians in the 
diocese also are assembling “care 
bags” for evacuees with food, 
toiletries and other supplies.

Episcopal relief & Devel-
opment released a statement 
on sept. 10 saying it has been 
working since mid-august to 
support california and other 
Western dioceses dealing with 
the wildfires.

“our partners are continu-
ing to monitor the fires and 

the air quality in their areas and are reaching out to vulnerable 
groups to determine needs,” program officer Tamara plummer 
said in the statement. “right now, we need to let the first re-
sponders make it safe before dioceses can begin to provide relief.”

The Western states, especially california, are no strangers to 

n  news

as wildfires threaten communities in the west, 
episcopalians offer support
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Sandra and Daniela Reyes comfort Isaias Reyes while visiting 
their damaged mobile home after wildfires destroyed a 
neighborhood in Bear Creek, Phoenix, Ore. 
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episcopal teens address extreme poverty  
with global philanthropy initiative

By richelle thompson 
Episcopal News Service

F
rom her home in stratford, 
conn., 18-year-old Fabiola Mil-
lien-Faustin helped a woman in 
pakistan buy supplies for a small 

business that makes discarded tires into 
sandals. in nearby ridgefield, Kayleigh 
Bowler, 17, loaned money to a single 
mother from Togo for a bakery business. 
a microloan from Dana Walters, 16, of 
Bridgeport helped a family in Venezuela 
buy sewing kits.

These teens are part of Global philan-
thropy leaders, an initiative established 
by st. stephen’s Episcopal church in 
ridgefield, conn. it combines scripture 
readings with teachings on personal fi-
nance, development economics and the 
ins and outs of microlending. The teens 
talk about issues of global poverty and 
learn how to take action by providing mi-
croloans to people across the globe.

The daughter of Haitian immigrants, 
Millien-Faustin said she had witnessed 
people support ministries in Haiti and 
other countries, but she didn’t know how 
she could contribute.

“i always thought philanthropy was 
for people who were very wealthy, but i 
100% see myself as a philanthropist now,” 
Millien-Faustin said. “i’m seeing change 
in the world and i can definitely play a 
part in it. a little bit of money, all gath-
ered up, can go a long way.”

Buoyed by the initial response from st. 
stephen’s youth, the initiative expanded 
in 2018 to st. John’s in Bridgeport. The 

following year, youth “apostles” from st. 
stephen’s and st. John’s visited other con-
gregations to teach about and establish 
the program in more locations.

Global philanthropy leaders has re-
ceived requests to expand the initiative 
to congregations across the united states. 
This fall, the initiative is scheduled to 
launch in Jacksonville, Fla. also, an on-
line formation class for youth and adult 
leaders, with a focus on philanthropy for 
teens, will launch in partnership with 
churchnext sometime in the fall.

since st. stephen’s began Global phi-
lanthropy leaders in 2017, co-founder 
rich stein, an economist and member 
of the congregation, said about 65 high 
school students from nine connecticut 
congregations have now invested $10,000 
in small businesses and entrepreneurs 
throughout the developing world, one 
$25 loan at a time. The students have a 

99% repayment rate, which they use to 
extend new microloans, stein told Epis-
copal news service.

These students are making “sustain-
able and lasting change,” he said. “our 
high schoolers are really looking for ways 
to make a difference, tangible ways … to 
help someone build a business, to help 
build a better future for that family. if that 
one person becomes successful enough to 
hire someone in their village or neighbor-
hood, now you’ve helped another family 
and, soon, the whole village.”

an estimated 736 million people 
worldwide live on less than $1.90 a day, 
with the majority of those in poverty liv-
ing in south asia and sub-saharan africa, 
according to the united nations, which 
has ending poverty as its no. 1 sustainable 
development goal. Extreme poverty leaves 
millions of people without access to clean 
water, health care or education.

Microlending is one tool to help ad-
dress this problem. in many places, capi-
tal is simply not available for small loans, 
stein said. Few banks will lend money for 
a new cow or sewing kits, but for the re-
cipients, these small investments can be 
life-changing. instead of turning to loan 
sharks, who can charge up to 100% in-
terest, people can apply for a microloan, 
with structured repayment plans and low 
interest rates, stein said.

The intersection of social justice and 
faith appeals to Dana Walters, a member 
of the youth group at st. John’s who be-
gan the program last year as a sophomore.

“i love it,” she said. “it’s very exciting 
to see how much you can help change. 
We don’t have a whole bunch of money, 
but it keeps recycling and coming back, 
so we get to help more and more people.”

The idea began with a conversation 
between stein and the rev. Whitney al-
topp, rector of st. stephen’s in ridgefield, 
who co-founded the program.

stein, who has experience in micro-
lending, wondered how to encourage the 
practice in congregations. altopp entered 
the conversation with a history of work-
ing with youth and a passion for develop-
ing ministries that engage teens through 
faith and service.

The pair enlisted Jane lindenburg, 

Photo/courtesy of St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church

Teens from St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
in Ridgefield, Conn., met monthly before 
the COVID-19 pandemic to discuss 
Scripture and learn about microlending.
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devastating fires, though the extent of 
the recent blazes has been particularly 
alarming, and the public health impact is 
compounding the effects of ongoing co-
ViD-19 outbreaks. at least 15 people are 
reported to have died in the fires, which 
have consumed more than 3 million acres 
in california and nearly a million acres 
in oregon and plagued communities in 
Washington as well.

The intense fire season also comes at a 
time when americans across the country 
are reeling from numerous natural disas-
ters and destructive weather systems that 
scientists say are becoming more likely be-
cause of climate change.

south of san Francisco, the Diocese 
of El camino real reports that some of 
its priests serving congregations in evacu-
ation zones have developed communica-
tion plans to remain connected with pa-
rishioners and fellow clergy and to assess 
local needs as the disaster evolves.

“in our diocese, i have witnessed with 
wonder as people have walked through 
these stormy times towards those in need,” 
Bishop lucinda ashby said in a message 

to the diocese. “it is amazing to behold 
God’s beloved as they reach beyond their 
own fear, to stretch out a hand and offer 
solace, care, and a warm bed to another.”

and in the Diocese of los angeles, 
some communities are dealing with evac-
uation orders or potential evacuations, 
though the present threat is more smoke 
than flames, according to the rev. Melissa 
Mccarthy, canon to the ordinary. “it’s the 
waiting and waiting and watching that’s 
hard, in addition to the horrible air,” she 
said in a message to Ens.

Fires in the san Gabriel Mountains 
and san Bernardino national Forest 
pose potential threats to several southern 
california communities where there is an 
Episcopal presence, including Monrovia, 
Beaumont and yucaipa, the diocese re-
ported. los angeles Bishop John Harvey 
Taylor visited st. luke’s Episcopal church 
in Monrovia on sept. 9 and said in a Face-
book post that the Bobcat Fire “looked 
pretty close.”

“But we’re encouraged that breezes 
were blowing north and temperatures 
relatively mild,” Taylor said. “please keep 
st. luke’s and all our communities threat-
ened by fire in your prayers.”   n
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youth ministry coordinator at st. 
stephen’s, and began fleshing out the 
concept. The vestry committed to funding 
the program, giving each participant 
enough money to make up to 10 loans 
a year. The students are encouraged to 
contribute $25 of their own money.

The support of the vestry is very mean-
ingful to the students, said lindenburg. 
it’s a message: “We believe in you. We 
trust you. We want you to become the 
helpers, the purpose-driven leaders. our 
youth take great pride that they’re stew-
arding the parish’s money.”

once a month during the program 
year, the group gathers for a meeting; at 
the end of the year, the participants share 
their experience with the wider congrega-
tion. They start with food and fellowship, 
followed by a dive into scripture. stein 
and others offer lessons on different as-
pects of economics, including investing in 
the future, living within your means and 
paying God first.

stein also teaches best practices for 
microlending, such as how to research re-
quests and evaluate the likelihood of repay-
ment. The students then make their own 
decisions about which projects to extend 
the microloans to, using the nonprofit 
crowdfunding loan platform kiva.org.

During her three years in the program, 
Kayleigh Bowler, a member of st. ste-
phen’s, often chose to support the busi-
nesses of women — and listened to her 
gut. “sometimes, i would feel this sense 
of rightness, like this was the person i was 
supposed to be making a loan to, that we 
were meant to be connected … There are 
so many different ways to find solutions 
to problems if you’re willing to trust God, 
to trust that there is a way.”

altopp said the program has brought 
an unexpected result in the life of the en-
tire congregation: The work of the youth 
is shaping the conversations around mon-
ey in the vestry and church leadership.

“We’re asking, ‘our money is out there 
doing stuff in the world through our in-
vestments. What do we want it to be do-
ing?’” said altopp. “it’s been neat to see 
adults saying, ‘i want to be part of this. i 
want to learn more.’”   n

Richelle Thompson serves as managing 
editor of Forward Movement and is a mem-
ber of St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Fort 
Thomas, Ky.
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By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

W
hen the pandemic dis-
rupts, ingenuity some-
times blooms. in rural 
West Virginia, the result 

this summer was camp in a Box, an 
Episcopal initiative serving dozens of 
children in one of the poorest coun-
ties in the united states.

The Highland Educational proj-
ect, a ministry of the Diocese of West 
Virginia, had been planning to launch 
a nine-week, in-person summer camp 
program for children who, for various 
reasons, were being raised by relatives 
other than their parents. The diocese 
received a $10,000 roanridge Trust 
grant this year from the Episcopal church 
to support such families engaged in what 
is known as “kinship care.”

Then the coronavirus pandemic hit, 
forcing administrators to cancel, limit 

or reimagine Episcopal summer camps 
across the church over fears of spreading 
coViD-19. The Highland Educational 
project team then shifted to a pandemic-
ready alternative. Each week for seven 

weeks, participating families in Mc-
Dowell county received boxes filled 
with a range of activities and supplies 
for exploring one of the world’s seven 
continents.

Many of the children haven’t had 
opportunities to travel far beyond 
their home community, said Mary 
Green, the Highland Educational 
project’s coordinator. “We wanted 
to create something to help them see 
there is so much out there to explore 
in life and … different cultures,” 
Green told Episcopal news service.

The shift to camp in a Box also al-
lowed Green and her team of partner 
organizations and volunteers to ex-
pand their pool of participants among 
the students of Kimball Elementary 

school. in addition to serving 33 children 
in kinship care situations, school adminis-
trators helped identify nearly 70 other stu-
dents whose families would benefit from 
extra support.

Children in rural west Virginia travel world from home 
with episcopal ministry’s ‘Camp in a Box’

continued on page i

LEARN MORE AND BROWSE RETREATS AT TRINITYRETREATCENTER.ORG

Trinity Retreat Center 
is Open

WE’RE EXCITED TO 
WELCOME YOU BACK for 
healing, joy, and reflection. 
As we journey through these 
bewildering times, the need 
to live, love, laugh, and pray 
together is more powerful 
than ever. To gather again in 
the age of COVID-19, we’ve 
made changes to increase 
our guests’ health, safety, 
spiritual well-being, and 
comfort.

Trinity Retreat Center in West Cornwall, CT, is an Episcopal mission of Trinity Church Wall Street, a New York 
City parish, and is open to everyone, regardless of denomination or faith. As a mission, we offer affordable rates.

• Illuminated Manuscript-Writing Advent  
   Weekend Retreat, December 4–6 
• Individual Retreats
• Group Retreats

  Book an 
Upcoming 

Retreat

Photo/We Are The Teachers

Activities are ready for distribution in the Highland 
Educational Project’s first Camp in a Box, offering 
children a visit to Australia. The boxes, distributed 
over the summer in McDowell County, W.Va., 
featured stops in all seven continents. 
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From mountain biking to learning pods,  
camps and conference centers adapt to CoVID-19

By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

E
piscopal-affiliated camps and con-
ference centers — whether they’re 
owned by dioceses or operated in-
dependently — have allowed the 

church to branch out into an increasingly 
secular world, offering children and adults 
an experience with faith in a more neu-
tral and natural setting than the local 
church. But their business model — 
relying on income from the hundreds 
of visitors that stay at the facilities, 
often in close proximity — has been 
decimated by coViD-19.

How are they staying afloat, and 
will they survive? some may not, said 
ashley Graham-Wilcox, director of 
communications and events for the 
nonprofit group Episcopal camps & 
conference centers.

Four of its member facilities — 
camp Mitchell in arkansas, Gray 
center in Mississippi and camp 
stoney and the Bosque center in 
new Mexico — are evaluating if and how 
they can reopen. But many are adapting 
to the new normal, diversifying their of-
ferings and moving camps online. one 
facility, camp allen in Texas, even held 
its summer camp, with coViD-19 pro-
tocols including daily temperature checks 
and pre-camp quarantine.

With camps and conference centers 
varying greatly in location, size and re-
sources, a wide variety of strategies were 
used this summer.

“We are responding creatively and 
continuing to look for ways to serve our 
communities, and need and appreciate 
support from across the church,” Gra-
ham-Wilcox told Episcopal news service.

Kanuga, the largest Episcopal-affiliated 
camp and conference center, sits on 1,400 
acres in the Blue ridge Mountains in 
western north carolina. With over 150 
buildings capable of hosting 700 people, 
Kanuga’s overhead expenses are significant.

“it is a very expensive property to 
maintain,” said the rev. Michael sullivan, 
Kanuga’s president.

That made it all the more devastating 
when the pandemic forced Kanuga to 
cancel scheduled conferences — includ-

ing nuevo amanecer, which is being held 
online — and its two summer camps in 
the spring. By the end of May, Kanuga 
had already lost $2 million in revenue, 
and sullivan says that figure is now up to 
$7.5 million.

Kanuga is an independent nonprofit, 
not owned by a diocese, so it is respon-
sible for generating its own income. it 
immediately launched a fundraising drive 

and “experienced an abundance of sup-
port,” said marketing and communica-
tions director Jane cox childress, raising 
$1.2 million from over 1,700 people. 

Kanuga also received a payroll grant in 
the first round of the paycheck protection 
program. still, major cuts had to be made, 
including staff reductions. usually there 
are about 100 year-round employees; now 
there are fewer than 20.

With in-person conferences and 
camps still off the table, Kanuga focused 
on renting its cabins and cottages as so-
cially distant retreats where people could 
enjoy the natural beauty and outdoor ac-
tivities Kanuga offers, like tennis, hiking, 
canoeing and archery.

But the biggest lifeline turned out to 
be a project that was already in the works 
before the pandemic hit: a mountain bik-
ing park called ride Kanuga. national 
downhill racing champion neko Mulally 
partnered with Kanuga to build a series 
of trails on Kanuga’s land, for which it re-
ceives a portion of the profit. passes are 
available by the day, month or year, and 
riders can stay at trailside cabins, camp-
sites or the main cabins.

The park opened in mid-July, and with 

people eager to find socially distant out-
door activities, “the timing of its opening 
could not have been better,” childress said.

since then, the park has hosted hun-
dreds of guests. a “ride and stay” promo-
tion over labor Day weekend was espe-
cially effective; about 30% of the lodging 
guests that weekend were there for ride 
Kanuga.

“i would go so far as to say that ride 
Kanuga is probably our greatest hope 
for making it through this,” sullivan 
said.

smaller facilities have lower oper-
ating costs but fewer options for in-
person activities. The claggett cen-
ter in adamstown, Md., is owned by 
the Diocese of Maryland but is self-
sustaining through program fees.

“[in] a typical year, financially, 
we’re a really healthy organization and 
are able to not just cover our operat-
ing expenses, but to continue to invest 
and have repairs and maintenance and 
things like that,” said lisa Marie ry-
der, the center’s co-executive director.

But when it was forced to cancel its 
summer camps in May, along with sched-
uled conferences and retreats, it faced a 
75% drop in revenue for 2020. it applied 
for and received several grants from non-
profits and government agencies; through 
federal aid, the center was able to retain 
its full staff of 38 people until June, but 
after the funding ran out, about 75% of 
the staff was laid off.

still, with some counselors on campus, 
the center was able to offer “long-distance 
camp” online to small groups that met 
weekly for activities, games, Bible study 
and even live campfire songs by request. 
about 20-30 kids participated in those 
groups for the full 10 weeks they were 
offered, as well as some one-off small 
groups.

For the fall, the center has a brand-new 
program designed to meet the needs of 
families during the pandemic: the claggett 
academic Mentoring program (c.a.M.p.), 
offering on-site, socially distant child care 
and online learning facilitation for kids in 
elementary and middle school.

The public school system in Frederick 
county, in which the center is located, is 

Courtesy photo

Mountain bikers ride the trails at Ride Kanuga in 
North Carolina.

n  news

3332 ARIZONA EPISCOPALIAN azdiocese.org azdiocese.org FALL 2020



I Episcopal Journal    Fall 2020

X
E

20
-E

J

425 3rd Street SW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20024

bread.org

Ten cards and envelopes:
only $15 (includes shipping)

For details and to order:
bread.org/cards

800-822-7323

Send Christmas 
cards that

help end hunger

BFW20 XE EJvert 9.01.qxp_one  9/1/20  4:21 PM  P  

so, when camp in a Box kicked off on 
July 10 with an invitation to explore aus-
tralia, the Highland Educational project 
distributed customized boxes to 39 fami-
lies with more than 100 young explorers 
waiting to see what camp fun was con-
tained within.

inside each week’s boxes, the children 
found books, science experiments, sug-
gestions for physical activities and art 
projects — koala art was featured dur-
ing the australia week — as well as reci-
pes and ingredients for a meal the fam-
ily could prepare at home. The Highland 
Educational project also supplemented 
the boxes with a welcome kit mailed to 
the families. The kit included a wall map, 
passport and journal for recording the 
children’s travels around the world.

and each family received a digital au-
dio player that was loaded with recordings 
of a teacher reading the featured books out 
loud. The audio player also contained mu-
sic from the continents visited by the stu-
dents in their imagination, and they were 
encouraged to re-create some of the music 
at home with makeshift instruments.

Green said the focus on helping kinship 
care families stemmed from the stories she 
had been hearing from residents, educa-
tors and social service providers. “These 
children, they’ve gone through traumatic 
situations that have landed them in a 
home not with their parents,” Green said.

she didn’t have detailed information on 
the reasons most parents are absent, but 
some cases involve parents who have been 
incarcerated. she also noted that drug use 
often is an underlying problem among in-
dividuals and families in the region.

McDowell county, with a declining 
population of about 20,000 people, is 
positioned on the Virginia state line and 
just east of Kentucky. it is a region of ap-
palachia that once rode the fortunes of the 
mining industry, but now, after years of 
coal mine closures, it is struggling with 
unemployment, drug addiction, water 
quality issues, deteriorating homes and 
failing infrastructure.

The Diocese of West Virginia’s High-
land Educational project has served these 
communities for more than 70 years, 
providing food, clothing, help with util-
ity bills and other basic assistance. such 
efforts had stalled in recent years, result-
ing in the ministry’s temporary closure in 
2018 amid a leadership transition.

Green, who also serves as the diocese’s 
communications coordinator, took over in 
april 2019 as the Highland Educational 
project’s interim director and has renewed 
ties with local partner organizations, such 
as the community group WaTT, which 
stands for We are The Teachers. The 
group provided volunteers for camp in a 
Box distribution and promoted the minis-
try regularly on its Facebook page.

“no better way to grow the mind, 
spark curiosity and instill hope in a child 
than to travel and see the world,” the 
group said in a post announcing the first 
distribution on July 10.

Each week, Green and her husband, 
with the help of volunteers, assembled the 
boxes at their home in charleston, West 
Virginia’s capital. With a list of the 39 par-
ticipating families, they filled specially la-
beled boxes with a customized mix of items 
and loaded the boxes into Green’s Volkswa-
gen Jetta and her husband’s subaru Forester.

Every Friday morning, the Greens 
drove more than two hours south to the 
tiny city of Keystone, just east of Kimball. 
after unloading the boxes in the city Hall 
parking lot, Green’s husband drove back to 
charleston while Green stayed to oversee 
distribution. Families could drive up and 
have volunteers load the boxes into their 
car trunks. For families who couldn’t make 
it to the pickup location, Green delivered 
their boxes right to their homes.

it made for a long day, but Green de-
scribed the experience as “one of the big-
gest blessings i’ve ever had in my life.”

she also hopes this experience has laid a 
foundation for future growth in the High-
land Educational project’s efforts to serve 
these families throughout the pandemic 
and when the crisis is over. students return 
to school on sept. 8, some in person and 
others online. Ministry volunteers already 
have delivered gift bags for school staff 
members who are preparing to receive stu-
dents, and Green is planning to offer short 
online reading sessions for camp in a Box 
graduates starting in october.

and Green is already looking ahead to 
next year’s summer camp options.

“i believe that the benefit of what we 
did this year can help us. Hopefully, in 
2021 we will have a much more hands-
on camp, where the camp counselors do 
come in. and we have built trust with the 
families and the school and the communi-
ty as a whole,” Green said, “that we can do 
something next year that might look more 
like what we hoped it would this year.”   n
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By Egan Millard 
Episcopal News Service

T
he university of the south, the 
Episcopal college and school 
of Theology in sewanee, 
Tenn., stepped up its racial 

justice and reconciliation efforts on 
sept. 8 with the release of statements 
denouncing its past association with 
the confederacy and committing “to 
an urgent process of institutional 
reckoning.”

“The university of the south 
categorically rejects its past ven-
eration of the confederacy and 
of the ‘lost cause,’” the univer-
sity’s Board of regents wrote, 
pledging to “make sewanee a 
model of diversity, of inclusion, 
of intellectual rigor and of loving 
spirit in an america that rejects 
prejudice and embraces possibility.”

Vice chancellor and president reuben 
Brigety ii also announced a new round of 
initiatives intended “to lead in embracing 
equality and inclusion.” These include re-
cruiting more students and faculty from 
underrepresented communities; continu-
ing its research-based truth and reconcilia-
tion program; ensuring that “the full histo-
ry of the south” is presented; and creating 
a commission that will evaluate memori-
als, buildings and place names on campus.

Brigety wrote that this is the first time 
sewanee leadership has “so clearly and 
powerfully” repudiated the racism that 
has haunted much of the university’s his-
tory. “By facing up to our past, we em-
brace the promise once and for all of mov-
ing beyond it.”

sewanee’s connection with white su-
premacy dates back to its founding in 
1857 by southern dioceses of The Episco-
pal church that wanted to establish a “sla-
vers’ university, to represent the interests 
of a slaveholding society,” according to se-
wanee history professor Woody register.

For nearly four years, register has served 
as the director of sewanee’s roberson proj-
ect on slavery, race, and reconciliation. 
While the six-year research project is ongo-
ing, the students and faculty working on it 
have delivered a preliminary research sum-
mary to the university leadership.

among its findings are that sewanee 
“was the only institution of higher educa-
tion designed from the start to represent, 
protect and promote the south’s civiliza-
tion of bondage; and launched expressly 
for the slaveholding society of the south.”

The summary also describes early se-
wanee as “a child of the confederacy,” 
with key leadership roles typically filled by 
men who had been slave owners, defenders 
of slavery and confederate military lead-
ers. The university also received key finan-

cial backing from donors whose fortunes 
derived from some of the south’s largest 
slavery-based plantations.

“There remain many buildings and 
monuments on sewanee’s campus that 
memorialize slaveholders or supporters of 
the confederacy, articulators of scientific 
and other theories of white supremacy, 
and defenders of Jim crow segregation,” 
the roberson project said.

sewanee also refused to admit african 
americans for nearly a century, and the 
university’s administration only allowed 
the school of Theology to accept its first 
Black student in 1953 after all but one of 
the theology faculty members resigned in 
protest of the university’s racially exclu-
sionary policies.

in recent years, sewanee — which is 
still owned by 28 Episcopal dioceses — 
has sought to reckon with its white su-
premacist past through research and by 
moving or removing confederate memo-
rials on campus. The new statement builds 
on those efforts with a more forceful re-
nunciation of that part of sewanee’s past.

“at its worst, the university has been as-
sociated with the most repugnant aspects 
of our national and regional history,” the 
regents wrote. “We are not flinching from 
that hard truth, for the truth, as we were 
assured long ago, can make us free — free 
from the prejudices and the passions of 
the past.”   n

sewanee issues statement rejecting past ties to 
Confederacy, commits to further racial justice initiatives

Courtesy photos

The campus of Sewanee: 
The University of the 
South in Sewanee, Tenn.

Left, Reuben Brigety 
II, vice chancellor and 
president of Sewanee: 
The University of the 
South, speaks at the 
university.
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long Island’s Center for spiritual Imagination  
offers a new path to monastic life

By Sharon Sheridan 
Episcopal News Service

K
athryn ashworth’s 
quest for God led her 
from the christianity 
of her upbringing to 

new age spiritual practices to 
a deep engagement with yoga. 
now the pennsylvania resident 
finds herself moving back to-
ward christianity through the 
contemplative practices of the 
center for spiritual imagina-
tion at the Diocese of long is-
land’s cathedral of the incarna-
tion in Garden city, new york.

“Finding that there are con-
templative practices that kind 
of blend these two systems … 
is fascinating to me, and in many ways it’s 
been healing because it’s unified two very 
important aspects of my life,” she said. 
“Just as i was eager to learn more about 
yoga, i’m eager to learn more about this 
and just take a deeper dive.”

That’s exactly the kind of engagement 
the center’s founders hoped for when they 
officially launched it last May with a web-
site and online opportunities for medita-
tion, contemplative prayer and study of 
spiritual practices for difficult times.

“What we’re seeing is a lot of people 
reaching out to us and saying, ‘i’ve been 
looking for this for decades,’” said the Very 
rev. Michael sniffen, cathedral dean. “in 
some ways, what we’re doing is very tradi-
tional. What we think is perhaps novel is 
that we’re bringing lots of threads together 
that have not been woven together in a 

way that makes sense in today’s world.”
Those threads include a new model of 

monasticism; a focus on contemplative 
prayer; elements of Benedictine, car-
melite and Franciscan traditions; 12-step 
spirituality; and a commitment to justice.

sniffen and three other cathedral staff 
members formed a new nonresident mo-
nastic order — the community of the 
incarnation — based at the cathedral. af-
ter more than a year of discernment and 
planning, they launched the center to of-
fer others the opportunity to learn about 
and experience contemplative spirituality 
with the community. This includes week-
ly contemplative prayer and teaching ses-
sions, as well as morning prayer, compline 
and other cathedral worship services, all 
currently offered online because of the 
coViD-19 pandemic.

as with traditional religious 
orders, the community offers 
levels of involvement, from an 
“exploring path,” where indi-
viduals may join public pro-
grams and liturgies, to a “par-
ticipating path,” where they 
commit to spiritual direction 
and practices from the commu-
nity’s rule of life, to the “vowed 
path,” where they explore the 
possibility of joining the com-
munity and ultimately making 
permanent vows.

Members vow to commit to:
• a new monastic rhythm of 

life, including daily prayer prac-
tices and regular retreats;

• an ongoing conversion 
of life, including discernment 

within community, study, self-examina-
tion, adoption of the 12 steps, and meet-
ings with a spiritual director and other 
counselors; and

• living their spirituality “in the con-
text of ‘hearing and responding to the cry 
of the poor and the cry of the earth,’” in-
cluding “teaching contemplative prayer as 
a way of addressing spiritual impoverish-
ment,” practicing works of mercy, advo-
cating for change in unjust structures and 
“modeling an ethic of God’s kingdom.”

• Long Island Bishop Lawrence 
provenzano is the community’s episcopal 
visitor and follows its rule of life. He trac-
es the center’s origins from his first clergy 
conference 11 years ago when he invited 
fellow attendees to join him in a rule of 
life. The concept also stemmed from a 
focus on making the cathedral campus, 
which includes a theology school, into a 
diocesan model and resource for educa-
tion, liturgy and spirituality, as well as an 
awareness that social action in a diverse 
diocese needed to “grow from deep prayer 
and a deep spirituality in the life of the 
diocese.”

“We’re not just another nonprofit so-
cial service agency,” he said. “our focus 
on justice ministry, on trying to teach and 
live out the Gospel of Jesus christ in the 
midst of the communities we serve, has 
to come from our knowing the heart and 
mind of God.”

Feature  n 
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Worshippers gather for a contemplation and meditation 
service at the Center for Spiritual Imagination in the Diocese 
of Long Island’s Cathedral of the Incarnation. Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the center’s services now are held on 
Zoom at 8:15 p.m. each Tuesday.
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Developing the center around the 
community of the incarnation “felt to 
me like we were putting everything in 
the right lineup,” he said. “We’re going to 
pray. We’re going to have a deep under-
standing of relationships of Jesus christ. 
and from that we will act in the world.”

unlike in traditional monasticism, 
members need not leave their jobs or 
families to join the community. “new 
monasticism” responds to people’s long-
ing to make the kind of commitment that 
traditional monastics made, “where ev-
erything in their life is connected to their 
spiritual quest for God, but at the same 
time they don’t want to leave the world,” 
said the rev. adam Bucko, the center’s di-
rector. “it’s open to people who are both 
married and single people … who want to 
make a serious commitment to God, who 
want to align all the aspects of their lives 
and bring that into prayer.”

This means offering new monastic 
practices for both children and adults 
and ways for families to practice spiritual-
ity together, said the rev. Morgan ladd, 
community co-founder and cathedral 
sub-dean, who oversees intergenerational 
worship and spiritual formation program-
ming.

While located at an Episcopal cathe-
dral, the center draws participants from 
various traditions.

“We’re an Episcopal community and 
deeply rooted in our anglican identity,” 
sniffen said. “But because our teachings 
focus on christian contemplation, it’s a 
natural point of ecumenical contact. We 
have partners from many traditions – lots 
of them christian, but some of them not.”

“For us,” he said, “it’s all about the 
connection between contemplation and 
just living. There is so much for us to 

learn across all of these traditions.”
Experience in the 12-step recovery 

community showed community co-
founder Kris Vieira that many people “are 
searching for meaning in their life and to 
the spiritual dimension of their life. They 
are longing for kind of a practical means 
of encountering that.” Vieira, who is the 
cathedral’s administrator and assistant to 
the dean, continued, “part of what we’re 
organizing ourselves around is really en-
couraging a deeper experience of God and 
a deeper community to go on that jour-
ney with.”

pew research statistics showing the 
large number of religiously unaffiliated 
people received a lot of press coverage, 
she said. “Everyone was kind of bemoan-
ing the younger people leaving the church 
in droves. But what we really have kind 
of honed in [on] is, it’s not so much that 
people don’t believe in a God or a higher 
power anymore, but they don’t really trust 
the institution to guide them to that.”

noted Bucko, “one of the things that 
i have observed primarily spending many 
years working with the group that now is 
called ‘spiritual but not religious’ is that 
so many … were essentially people who 
grew up christian but who felt they need-

ed to leave the church in order to actually 
develop a deeper connection with God.

“They felt that there were simply no 
tools available” to achieve this when they 
went to church on sunday, he said.

That matches ashworth’s story.
“i wanted to experience God directly. 

i wanted to feel God in my heart in a 
way that i wasn’t finding at church,” said 
ashworth. “Meditation is my main yoga 
practice, and it’s been a resource for me to 
learn how to connect to God from within 
and have a more intimate and direct expe-
rience with God.”

The center’s contemplative prayer 
practices help her focus on her human-
ity in a different way as well as reconnect 
with her christian roots, she said, add-
ing that she doesn’t see either as a lesser 
path. rather than yoga’s focus on breath 
awareness and mantra meditation, which 
involves tuning out other thoughts and 
feelings, contemplative prayer invites in 
your feelings and an awareness of where 
they reside in your body, she said.

“i’m becoming more empathetic 
through this process. i think that when 
you can hold space for yourself more 
clearly and compassionately, you can hold 
space for others in a deeper and more 
compassionate way,” she said.

she also is connecting to others at a 
scary and isolating time, she said. “it’s 
helping me get comfortable with process-
ing my emotions.”

ashworth’s reengagement with chris-
tianity has come through the Episcopal 
church and the cathedral’s center. But get-
ting her and others to join the church is 
not the center’s mission.

“i’m really not concerned about the 
numbers of people sitting in the pews on 
sunday. i’m really concerned about our 
serving God’s people in the communi-
ties in which we have congregations,” 
provenzano said. “What the center for 
spiritual imagination is envisioning is an 
inclusion of people finding a deep sense of 
prayer and relationship with God, some 
of whom may want to become part of The 
Episcopal church.”

“That being said,” he added, “renewal 
within the church will happen because 
we are in fact becoming the church to the 
wider community. it will not be just fo-
cusing in on ourselves.”   n

The Rev. Sharon Sheridan Hausman is a 
priest in the Diocese of Newark and a free-
lance writer and editor.
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The Rev. Adam Bucko is co-founder 
and director of the Center for Spiritual 
Imagination at the Cathedral of the 
Incarnation in Garden City, N.Y.
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75 years ago, “Fr. Bob” Mize Jr. founded a ministry of 
redemption and hope. Unwilling to simply “write off” 

troubled boys, he chose to help them redeem their self-
worth and imagine lives of purpose.

What began as St. Francis Boys’ Home, with a handful 
of employees in Ellsworth, Kansas, is now Saint Francis 

Ministries, serving more than 31,000 children and families 
in eight U.S. states and Central America. Today, 1,800 

employees provide a wide range of social, therapeutic, and 
residential services to children and families most in need of 

healing and hope.

Dedicated to the dignity and worth of every human person, 
Saint Francis continues to serve wherever God calls us. Join 

us in celebrating 75 years of changing lives.

SaintFrancisMinistries.org  |  1-800-423-1342

75 YEARS

holding classes completely online at least 
for the beginning of the school year, put-
ting a strain on working parents. c.a.M.p. 
is designed to synchronize with the public 
school schedule and curriculum, provid-
ing kids with the equipment, supervision 
and tutoring they need — as well as so-
cialization and recreation.

“This is an opportunity for working 
families to be able to actually still go to 
work,” ryder told Ens. “They can send 
their kid here and have them here in a safe 
environment, and our tutors and mentors 
are assisting them and helping them work 
through their virtual learning. and when 
learning time isn’t happening, they’ll be 
canoeing and playing games and doing all 
the fun and wonderful things that camp 
offers, but in a cDc-compliant and so-
cially distant and safe way.”

The center is acutely aware, however, 
that access to these kinds of child care and 
online learning support groups is a factor 
in deepening inequity in education, so 
they built equitable opportunity into the 
program.

“one of the things we were seeing in 
our community was that families who are 
of means — it hasn’t been particularly 
hard for them to find the support they 
need, so people are forming education 
pods, they’re hiring private tutors,” ryder 
said. “We’re going to mirror the percent-
age of kids in our county who are on 
free or reduced lunch. We’re committing 
27% of our program to be free to kids on 
free or reduced lunch. … We’ve formed a 
great partnership with a group in our area 
that works with children experiencing 
homelessness. and they’ve been really ex-
cited that this is a great opportunity and 
a great place to get those kids engaged in 
a safe place for six hours a day.”

Even with all their innovative solu-
tions, though, so many camps and confer-
ence centers still face the threat of closure 
— even major facilities like Kanuga. With 
the timeline for a coViD-19 vaccine un-
certain, facilities can’t assume things will 
be back to normal next summer.

“coViD will definitely have long-
term impacts on our camps and sites, 
spaces that thrive and are driven by bring-
ing people together, with no certainty 
or definitive ideas around when people 
will feel safe gathering in groups again, 
or sending their children to gather in 
groups,” Graham-Wilcox said.   n

reviews by Solange De Santis

R
eligion and sports 
have been closely 
linked for centuries, 
teaching eternal val-

ues and calling the human 
spirit to greater heights. 

Baseball is no exception, 
from annie savoy in the mov-
ie “Bull Durham,” who de-
clares her faith in “the church 
of baseball,” to the book 
“Green cathedrals,” which 
lovingly details every past and 
present major league and ne-
gro league ballpark.

as this unusual, shortened baseball 
season winds down to the World series, 
scheduled to start on oct. 20, here are 
three books that propose various forms 
of relationships between the national 
pastime and the divine. 

“God and Baseball,” by J.H. sauls, 
is a pocket-sized, 87-page read. sauls’ 
three sons play the game (as has she) 
and she writes from a conservative 
evangelical viewpoint, comparing base-
ball to “the Game of life,” and calling 
God the “Great coach.”

in her view, 
“in the Game 
of life, there are 
only two teams 
to choose from: 
God’s or the Devil’s.” in this game, “you 
are already in the winner’s bracket and 
you will advance to Heaven — if you 
have accepted Jesus christ as your per-
sonal savior.”

a reader who balks at evangelical 
theology may still enjoy sauls’ vivacious 

In the autumn, looking for grace  
in the ‘church of baseball’
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By Dennis raverty

G
iovanni Bellini’s “saint Francis in 
Ecstasy,” in the collection of the 
Frick Museum in new york, em-
bodies both the Franciscan sense 

of poverty and its attitude towards nature, 
not only in the style and subject matter 
but also in its pristine, jewel-like oil glaz-
ing techniques.

it was painted at some time in the last 
few decades of the 15th century and so 
stands at a pivotal historical point, near 
the end of the early renaissance, and just 
on the threshold of the High renaissance 
in italy. it represents the 13th century saint 
alone at the mouth of his cave retreat. 
Having just stepped outside, he witnesses 
the early dawn as if it were an unexpected 
miracle.

in the background, we see the charm-
ing hilltop town of assisi in central italy 
from which he came. Much has been writ-
ten about both the style and the iconog-
raphy of this magnificent painting, but i 
want to discuss it here principally in terms 
of its technique and how the oil glazing 
method Bellini used embodies Franciscan 
ideology and values.

although oil paint is now a revered tra-
ditional technique (having been practiced 
for centuries), at the time Bellini worked, 
oil paint methods were the new, cutting-
edge technology originating far away in 
the netherlands. only a few italians at 
that time had even experimented with 
the new medium, which mixed pulver-
ized colored pigments in a base of linseed 
oil and varnish that binds the powdered 
color together and adheres it to the work’s 
surface.

The standard media for early renais-
sance panel painting in italy was tem-
pera. in tempera, the binder is egg yolk 
instead of oil, and it dries very quickly, so 
it demands a rapid, dry-brush technique 
of application. But oil paint dries much 
more slowly, and certain additives can 
speed up or slow down drying so the artist 

has more control 
over the timing of 
the painting’s ex-
ecution and can 
lavish more atten-
tion on details and 
nuances of color.

During the 
renaissance, how-
ever, oil paint was 
not applied freely 
to the canvas or 
panel as it is today, 
but was glazed in 
thin transparent 
layers of paint laid 
down one over the 
other, allowing 
some of the under-
painting to be vis-
ible through all the 
other layers, giving 
it that luminous, 
jewel-like effect. 

leonardo da 
Vinci’s unfinished painting, “saint Je-
rome,” in the collection of the Vatican 
Museums, offers a rare glimpse into the 
oil painting techniques used by italian 
artists in the first stages of a work. initial-
ly, leonardo covered the entire panel with 
a warm yellow ochre ground, after which 
he established the broad darks and lights 
of the composition with earth browns.

next leonardo would presumably 
have glazed in the local colors for the 
skin, the sky, the lion’s fur, the rocks, and 
so forth, but allowing some of the ochre 
underpainting to remain visible, shining 
through the various transparent glazes, 
giving greater overall coloristic unity to 
the finished painting.

in Bellini’s “Francis in Ecstasy,” there 
is a coloristic dialogue between the warm 
amber foundation (more intensely or-
ange-yellow than in the leonardo) and 
the cool grey-blue and brown glazes he 
layers over this underpainting in articulat-
ing the main masses and elements of the 
landscape.

But because blue typically seems to 
recede while yellow appears to push for-
ward, the amber underpainting almost 
gives the effect of the light coming from 
behind the picture, softly illumining the 
entire landscape in all its minute, lucid, 
naturalistic detail, so lovingly labored 

over, and echoing 
the gentle light 
of the emergent 
dawn.

The attentive-
ness Bellini shows to every detail is typi-
cal of netherlandish art, but is somewhat 
rare in italian art, where the landscape 
setting is often minimal — just enough 
of a background to situate the figures in a 
believable space.

The landscape here, however is ren-
dered in all its marvelous, minute, rich, 
naturalistic detail. This truth to nature, 
with each leaf and blade of grass so lov-
ingly and realistically rendered with all its 
imperfections, embodies the Franciscan 
reverence for nature and a respect for cre-
ation that Bellini shares with the saint.

in yet another respect Bellini parts 
with tradition in this painting. it was cus-
tomary during the italian renaissance to 
idealize forms as a way of indicating the 
presence of divine grace. images of christ, 
his mother and the saints would all re-
semble the idealized gods of the ancient 
Greco-roman world, like apollo and 
aphrodite (Botticelli’s contemporaneous 
painting comes to mind).

But saint Francis in Bellini’s picture 
is a homely man of small stature, with a 

Bellini’s painting technique embodies Franciscan values
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Above, Bellini’s “Saint Francis in 
Ecstasy” is in the Frick Collection, New 
York. Right, a close-up of Saint Francis.

PiPe Organs fOr sale by Pfeffer, 
Hilgreen-Lane, Debierre, and Red-
man. Contact Redman Pipe Organs, 
Fort Worth, Texas 817 996 3085

ClassIFIeDs
ORGANS FOR SALE
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crooked nose and a balding pate, hardly 
the adonis we might reasonably expect 
from an italian master. But this lack of 
idealization is also in keeping with Fran-
ciscan humility, the modest saint as he is 
represented here is remarkably un-beau-
tiful — not dominating the landscape, 
but living harmoniously within nature’s 
bounty as brother and fellow creature.

in Bellini’s hands, not only the dimin-
utive, homely saint, but also the animals, 
birds, plants and even the sun itself seem 
almost to be incarnations of the divine, 
and the “poor,” commonplace materi-
als used in the making of the picture — 
wood, oil, pigments, varnish — are them-
selves transformed and transfigured by the 
artist sacramentally, so that the painting 
itself is a sort of “incarnational” witness 
revealing the christ potential in all living 
things. as the saint himself puts it in his 
famous Canticle of Brother Sun:

By mother earth my lord be praised, 
governed by Thee, she hath upraised
what for Man’s life is needful.
 sustained by thee through every hour, 
 she bringeth forth herb, fruit  
and flower.    n

Dennis Raverty is an associate professor 
of art history at New Jersey City University, 
specializing in art of the 19th and 20th 
centuries.

Image/Wikimedia Commons

Da Vinci’s unfinished “Saint Jerome 
in the Wilderness” is in the Vatican 
Museums.

For more information or to make a request contact us at:
biblesandprayerbooks@gmail.com 
 www.biblesandprayerbooks.org

BCPs, Hymnals and other published resources  
beyond your reach, financially? 

A book grant from The Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society of The Episcopal Church may help. 

We give books at no charge, including S&H, to worshipping communities in need. 

We also assist Congregations served by Episcopal Chaplains in the Armed Forces, as 
well as prisons, nursing homes & health related facilities and educational institutions.
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style and one can’t argue with the val-
ues expressed in chapter titles such as 
“Humble,” “patience,” “Forgiveness” 
and “Disciplined.” 

although sauls acknowledges at the 
start of the book that her family is so 
competitive, they regard second place 
as “first loser,” she relates at the end the 
number of times she has experienced 
“second place” in her life. Being close to 
God, however, always puts us in “first 
place.”  

Gary Graf, the author of “and God 
said, ‘play Ball!’”, finds parallels be-
tween the Bible and baseball, treading 
some of the same base paths as “God 
and Baseball.” There are 18 chapters, 
each corresponding to a half inning, 
with a quote for each, such as “an-
swered prayers! after 42 years, the an-
gels win the series.”

Graf makes note of his catholic 
faith at the beginning, writing that he 
“grew up memorizing the teachings 
of the Baltimore catechism and the 
lineup of the san Francisco Giants.” He 
freely admits that his first communion 
and first major league ball game were 
“spiritual experiences.”

Graf retells well-known baseball his-
tory and anecdotes, relating them to 
scripture or religious practice. one of 
the most affecting chapters (“Top of the 
4th”) concerns Jackie robinson’s inte-

gration of baseball in the modern era, 
set alongside Jesus’ outreach to non-
Jews and a vision of a more-inclusive 
church. 

“christianity and baseball have long 
had ideals. it just took them both a 
while to live up to them,” Graf writes.   

author John sexton also labels his 
nine chapters as innings in “Baseball 
as a road to God: seeing Beyond the 
Game,” written with Thomas oliphant 
and peter J. schwartz.

When he was president of new york 
university, from 2002 to 2015, sexton 
taught a course of the same name. He 
also references his catholic faith as he 
takes the reader on a spiritual journey 
through the secular sport “to explore 
subjects ordinarily associated with reli-
gion: prayers, altars, sacred space, faith, 
doubt, conversion, miracles, blessings, 
curses, saints and sinners,” writes his-
torian Doris Kearns Goodwin in the 
foreword.

as an academic, sexton’s prose is 
more lyrical and his concepts deeper. in 
his chapter on “conversion,” analyzing 
fans’ occasional change in baseball loy-
alties, he cites st. paul, theologian paul 
Tillich and christian apologist c.s. 
lewis as profound thinkers on the idea. 

in this strange season, when we view 
church and baseball through screens, 
these books can feed the soul. and for 
the record, God is a new york Mets 
fan.   n  

BASEBAll continued from page N
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AnimAte: prActices feAtures 
shAne clAiborne, sArA miles, 
doug pAgitt, enumA okoro, 
briAn mclAren, phyllis tickle, 
And mike slAughter.

PRACTICEs

An engAging introduction to seven  
centrAl prActices of the christiAn fAith. 

enrich your fAith>>

the episcopal church welcomes you

All Saints • Safford
928-348-9430
saints.azdiocese.org

All Saints of the Desert • Sun City 
623-974-8404
www.desertsaints.azdiocese.org

All Saints’ Church & Day School •
Phoenix 
602-279-5539 
allsaintsoncentral.org

Christ Church of the Ascension • 
Paradise Valley 
602-840-8210 
www.ccaaz.org

Christ the King • Tucson 
520-297-2551 
www.ctktucson.org

Church of Our Saviour • Lakeside 
928-537-7830 
churchofoursaviourwm.org

Church of St. Matthew • Tucson 
520-298-9782 
stmatthew.azdiocese.org

Church of the Advent • 
Sun City West 
623-584-0350 
adventaz.org

Church of the Apostles • Oro Valley 
520-544-9660 
www.ovapostles.org

Church of the Epiphany • Flagstaff 
928-774-2911 
www.epiphanyaz.org

Church of the Epiphany • Tempe
 480-968-4111
 www.epiphany-tempe.org

Church of the Nativity • Scottsdale 
480-307-9216 
www.nativityscottsdale.org 

Church of the Transfiguration • 
Mesa 
480-986-1145 
www.transfiguration-mesa.org

Emmaus Church Plant • Surprise
623-340-7474
www.emmausepiscopal.org

Good Shepherd of the Hills • 
Cave Creek 
480-488-3283 
www.goodshepherdaz.org

Grace Church • Lake Havasu City 
928-855-2525 
www.grace-episcopal.net

Grace St. Paul’s • Tucson 
520-327-6857 
www.gsptucson.org

Iglesia Episcopal de San Pablo • 
Phoenix
602-255-0602 
www.sanpablo.azdiocese.org

Resurrection Church • Gilbert
480-719-5343
www.resurrectiongilbert.org

SS Philip & James • Morenci 
928-348-9430
www.philipandjames.azdiocese.org

Santa Maria • Phoenix
602-350-4688
www.santamaria.azdiocese.org 

St. Alban’s • Tucson 
520-296-0791
www.stalbansaz.org

St. Alban’s • Wickenburg 
928-684-2133 
www.stalbanswickenburg.com

St. Andrew’s • Glendale 
623-846-8046 
www.standrewsglendale.azdiocese.org

St. Andrew’s • Nogales 
520-281-1523 
www.standrewsaz.org

St. Andrew’s • Sedona 
928-282-4457 
www.saint-andrews.org

St. Andrew’s • Tucson 
520-622-8318 
www.standrewstucson.azdiocese.org

St. Anthony on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-451-0860 
www.st-anthony.net

St. Novemberine’s • Tempe 
480-967-3295 
stNovemberinetempe.org

St. Barnabas on the Desert • Scottsdale 
480-948-5560 
www.saintbarnabas.org

St. Christopher’s • Sun City 
623-972-1109 
www.stchristophers-az.org

St. Francis-in-the-Valley • 
Green Valley 
520-625-1370 
www.stfrancisgvaz.org

St. George’s • Holbrook 
928-524-2361 
www.stgeorge.azdiocese.org

St. James the Apostle • Tempe 
480-345-2686 
www.stjamestempe.org

St. John the Baptist • Glendale 
623-582-5449 
www.stjohnsaz.org

St. John’s • Bisbee 
520-432-7006 
stjohnsbisbee.com

St. John’s • Globe 
928-425-5160 
stjohnsglobe.org

St. John’s Episcopal-Lutheran 
Congregation • Williams 
928-635-2781 
stjohnswilliamsaz.org

St. Luke’s • Prescott 
928-778-4499 
www.stlukesprescott.church

St. Luke’s at the Mountain • Phoenix 
602-276-7318 
www.stlukesatthemountainchurch.com

St. Mark’s • Mesa 
480-964-5820 
www.stmarksmesa.org

St. Mary’s • Phoenix 
602-354-7540 
www.stmarysphoenix.org

St. Matthew’s • Chandler 
480-899-7386 
www.saintmatthewschurch.org

St. Michael & All Angels • Tucson 
520-886-7292 
www.smallangelstucson.org

St. Michael’s • Coolidge 
520-723-3845 
www.stmichaelscoolidge.com

St. Paul the Apostle 
Sudanese Church • Phoenix 
602-253-4094 
www.stpaulsapostle.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Payson 
928-474-3834 
www.stpaulspayson.org

St. Paul’s • Tombstone  
www.stpauls.azdiocese.org

St. Paul’s • Winslow 
928-289-3851 
www.stpaulsmission.azdiocese.org

St. Peter’s • Litchfield Park 
623-935-3279 
www.stpetersaz.com

St. Peter’s • Casa Grande 
520-836-7693 
www.stpetersepiscopalcg.org

St. Philip’s In The Hills • Tucson 
520-299-6421 
www.stphilipstucson.org

St. Raphael in the Valley • Benson 
520-586-4335 
www.straphael.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Douglas 
520-364-7971 
www.ststephensmission.azdiocese.org

St. Stephen’s • Phoenix 
602-840-0437 
www.ststephens.org

St. Stephen’s • Sierra Vista 
520-458-4432 
www.ststephensaz.org

St. Thomas • Clarkdale 
928-634-8593 
www.stthomas.azdiocese.org

Trinity Cathedral • Phoenix 
602-254-7126 
www.azcathedral.org

Trinity Church • Kingman 
928-753-5658 
www.trinity.azdiocese.org

CAMPUS MINISTRIES
Canterbury Episcopal Campus Ministry • 
Flagstaff 
830-433-7858 
www.lcmcanterbury.org

Episcopal Campus Ministries at ASU • 
Tempe 
480-967-3295 
www.azecm.org/tempe 

Episcopal Campus Ministry at U of A • 
Tucson 
520-623-7575 
www.azecm.org/tucson

Incarnation ASU Polytechnic Campus 
Ministry • Mesa
480-205-8252
www.azecm.org/Incarnation
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BISHOP REDDALL’S VISITATION SCHEDULE

October
10/4 | St. Michael’s, Coolidge

10/11 | St. Christopher’s, Sun City
10/25 | St. Andrew’s, Glendale

November
11/1 | Santa Maria, Phoenix

11/15 | Church of the Transfiguration, Mesa
11/22 | St. Paul’s, Winslow

December
12/6 | St. Andrew’s, Nogales

12/13 | St. Mary’s, Phoenix
12/24 | Trinity Cathedral, Phoenix

(Christmas Eve Services)
*The schedule above is subject to change.

Our Mission

We exist to encourage and connect leaders as they grow Christ’s church

Existimos para animar y conectar líderes a medida que crecen la iglesia de Cristo

The Episcopal 
Diocese of Arizona

114 W. Roosevelt Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85003
602.254.0976 tel
602.495.6603 fax


