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2020 Altar Guild Report

Diocesan Altar Guilds primary ministry, The Bishops Closet, has been very busy
with many contributions despite the pandemic.
These donations will be ready for distribution at convention this year. There will
be a list published before convention with items that are available.
Many Thanks to all those who have contributed to this ministry.
Francey Potter of All Saints, Phoenix Altar Guild decided last year she could no
longer continue making Deacon stoles. Archdeacon Sarah Getts asked me if I
knew of anyone who would want to continue this ministry. Since I've previously
done tailoring I told her I would be happy to continue with this ministry. Each
Deacon Ordained in Summer 2020 received a red stole.

Episcopal Diocese of Arizona
Borderlands Ministry Report

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was
a stranger and you welcomed me" (Matthew 25:35)

The Diocese of Arizona has a rich history of borderlands ministry; a history to learn from and
celebrate. In a season of racial reckoning, a season wherein the intimate connection between
racism, settler colonialism, migration, racist theology, immigrants, and the border can no longer
be overlooked, I am heartened by the posture of learning and deep reflection taking place in our
diocesan family. There is a ton more work to do; work that I believe is taking place and will
continue to deepen and flourish through prayer, dialogue, immersive experiences, and informed
action. I want to thank all of the faithful that have labored and sown seeds of hope and justice in
this borderland space; it is my commitment to continue tending the harvest, sowing new seeds of
justice and advocacy, and inviting many to share in this labor of love, justice and personal and
congregational transformation. During this season of pandemic, we’ve been very busy finding
ways to educate, engage, and mobilize our diocesan family to understand and engage the many
border issues and concerns confronting us in this season.

The Diocese of Arizona Borderlands Ministry Council
Last year, I called upon eight members of our diocesan family to help form the Diocese of
Arizona Borderlands Ministry Council to help educate, engage, and mobilize our diocese around
border issues and concerns. Together we believe that the sacred geography of our diocesan
boundaries calls upon us to continue addressing, engaging and learning what it means for follow
Jesus through active engagement, advocacy, and prayer. We believe, as the saying goes in
Spanish, “Aunque la Fronteras nos divide, la tierra nos une/while the border may divide us, the
land unites us.” We will continue our work of learning and challenging our diocesan family to
live into the love that unites us and calls us to accompany our migrating neighbors as together we
discover the love that makes us the beloved community.
Borderlands Formation
Throughout the height of the pandemic, it was a joy to invited Episcopalians from across the US
to be a part of Sin Fronteras/Without Borders communities of learning, prayer, and fellowship. I
led six such groups where we read, reflected upon, and process the work of Miguel de La Torre,
author of, The U.S. Immigration Crisis: Toward and Ethics of Place. Episcopalians from
Arizona, Washington State, Chicago, Boston, Texas, Maine, Michigan, Florida, California, and
Washington D.C., met faithfully to discuss border issues and concerns. It was a joy to convene

such learning experiences, please keep an eye out for a new round of Sin Fronteras learning
opportunities in 2022.
Over the course of 2019-20, I also met with the Beloved in the Desert Cohort (Episcopal Service
Corps) to provide four week course of study entitled, Borderlands 101. I was equally blessed to
be a part of the National Cathedral’s Lenten series on the theme of justice. I was invited by the
Sanctuary Committee of the National Cathedral to provide a biblical and theological talk on
migrant justice as part of a four-week ecumenical and interfaith conversation.
Throughout 2020, several members from our Borderlands Ministry Council served as AZ
representatives and voices to the Ministry Network on Asylum and Detention led by Episcopal
Migration Ministries. Our leaders have been key players in helping scale educational
opportunities to the broader Episcopal Church; provide on-the-ground picture of the migration
realities taking place along the AZ/Mexico border; and join a broader network of artist, activist,
and subject matter experts on immigration from across The Episcopal Church.
Borderlands Clergy work
Over the course of the year, I’ve had the privilege and joy to learn from and serve in borderland
ministries with the Rev. John Caleb Collins, Vicar of St. John’s, Bisbee and St. Stephen’s in
Douglas. Through Fr. John Caleb’s work, we’ve deepened our work along the Naco and
Douglas/Agua Prieta border by firming up our partnerships with ecumenical partners serving
these areas. We’ve participated in advocacy work meant to raise awareness around issues of
asylum and migrant justice. Through Fr. John’s and the Bishop’s committee leadership, St.
Stephen’s fellowship hall serves, when needed, as a waiting room for migrants awaiting transport
to Casa Alitas shelter in Tucson. We are currently in the visioning stage for repurposing the
rectory at St. Stephen’s into a retreat/shelter space for border pilgrims and migrants seeking a
safe and holy space to rest, reflect, and restore. It is a joy and comfort that Fr. John provides a
caring and pastoral presence to border colleagues, migrants, and our partners.

Cruzando Fronteras
This past year, Cruzando Fronteras continued its amazing work of accompanying the many
women, men, and families seeking asylum in the US. Through our partnerships with the Grand
Canyon Synod of the ELCA, the Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ, the
Diocese of Western Mexico, and La Casa de Misericordia y de Todas Naciones (Nogales,
Sonora), we have faithfully welcomed and served our migrating neighbors at the AZ/Mexico
border. Through the discernment of our steering committee members, CF leadership reflects the
binational and bicultural nature of our partnership, work, and mission. Through hard work we
are in a season fine-tuning the financial, leadership, and fundraising processes so that the next
season of ministry for Cruzando Fronteras. I want to thank present and past leaders for being
faithful to the moment and for adding their invaluable contributions to this amazing and
transformational ministry.

Preaching
Over the course of 2020, I was invited by 10 congregations, both in AZ and other states to
preach and/or provide educational forums (virtually and in-person) on immigration policy and
border issues and concerns.

Chapel Rock Annual Report for Convention Journal
Chapel Rock is in its 90th year of operation and service to The Episcopal Diocese of Arizona. Just as we saw
in 2020, 2021 has been filled with many challenges. The continued support from the Diocese and its members is
what is making it possible for us to make it through these incredibly difficult times.
One of the brightest moments we have experienced thus far, was being able to offer our residential Summer
Camp program. Early on in the planning process, we made the call to only run summer camp at half of normal
capacity. Even though the numbers were not what they once were, we saw just over 420 people participate in our
various summer program offerings. We are proud to share that there were no reported cases of Covid-19 during or
after any of our programs. We greatly appreciate everyone’s understanding and willingness to comply with our
safety protocols. Thank you to the Summer Camp Manager Deanna Fair, The Rev. Jana Sundin Canon for Children
and Youth, Canon Kathleen O’Leary RN, The Rev. Ann Johnson, The Rev. Chuck Milhoan and everyone else that was
a part of the Summer Camp team!
After having nearly every one of our school groups cancel their traditional two-night three-day field trips in
the Fall of 2020 and then in the Spring of 2021, we modified our science camp program to be able to serve schools
in a day use capacity. As things improved in the late Spring, and school administrators began to allow field trips to
take place again, we saw a number of schools reach out to schedule a day trip with us. We were even able to take it
a step further and travel to schools. By changing the model, we were not only able to mitigate some of the significant
financial loss but also serve a couple of new schools that now want a traditional overnight Science Camp experience.
As summer is winding down, we have seen an uptick in inquiries and reservations for Fall dates. We are hoping to
finish the second half of 2022 in a better financial position than we started. The Fall Science Camp Team is being
assembled and trained in anticipation of a strong season.
The facilities and grounds have received some much needed attention over the last year. The main porch on
St. Barnabas was completely remodeled and we currently have an active remodeling project taking place in Ranch
Dorm. Once completed we will have the ability to offer additional staff housing. Monsoon season brought much
needed rains and as a result the grounds are gorgeous.
2021 marks the 90th consecutive year Chapel Rock has been in operation. Thousands of campers’ and
participants’ lives have been changed, many have encountered the love of Christ on this holy ground, life-long
memories and friendships have been made over the years. We were so eager to host an event in celebration of our
90th birthday, but chose to cancel the in-person event in consideration of the ongoing pandemic. Hopefully, in the
near future, we will be able to schedule an event where all who desire can come spend some time with us in
celebration.
Chapel Rock’s mission is to provide God’s expansive hospitality to those in need of rest, renewal and spiritual
transformation. Many thanks to those of you that were able to make financial contributions to the camp this year.
We look forward to serving you in the near future!
Kelly Wood - Executive Director

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF ARIZONA
2021 DIOCESAN CONVENTION
2020-2021 ARIZONA EPISCOPAL CURSILLO ANNUAL REPORT

Arizona Episcopal Cursillo is a lay-led diocesan ministry that began in the mid-1970s in this diocese.
This past July Arizona Episcopal Cursillo canceled the planned three day weekend at the Franciscan
Renewal Center. The next Cursillo weekend will be held during the summer months of 2022 if the
COVID-19 pandemic has sufficiently abated.
Beyond 2022, Arizona Episcopal Cursillo plans to hold least one Cursillo weekend each year so that there
will be more Cursillo reunion groups in the parishes of this diocese who are committed to making new
friends, being a friend to others; and with time, bringing those new friends to Christ. Over time, a
Cursillista may ask a new friend in the parish to consider joining their reunion group and attending a
Cursillo weekend in the future.
Living a Christian life guided by God’s grace and inspiration and helping others in our parishes and other
environments to do the same is a goal of most Cursillistas. Weekly group reunions of three or more
Cursillistas who meet to share Christ’s presence and love in their lives by discussing worship, study and
personal Christian action mark the signature activity of the Cursillo Community in the Diocese of Arizona
and throughout the Anglican Communion. Due to COVID-19 pandemic most continuing Group Reunions
meet via Zoom or telephonically.
Currently monthly meetings of the reunion groups, called Ultreyas, that are normally held in parishes all
over our diocese to support and strengthen reunion groups have been suspended.
Arizona Episcopal Cursillo is currently led by the following elected Cursillistas who serve on the
Secretariat:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

President Steve Cifone of St. Stephen’s, Phoenix
President Emeritus Joe Albo of St. Matthew’s, Chandler
Secretary Tom Hiscox of St. Paul’s, Payson
Treasurer Jan Dunkelberg of Church of the Nativity, Scottsdale
Incoming Treasurer Janet Kaiser of St. Stephen’s, Phoenix
Spiritual Advisor The Rev. Robert Saik, recently retired from Church of the Transfiguration,
Apache Jct.
Other lay persons from several parishes in the Diocese of Arizona represent the three
major geographical areas of the diocese and help with various Cursillo activities in the diocese
between Cursillo weekends.

Respectfully submitted by Steve Cifone, Secretariat President
Make a friend
Be a friend
Bring that friend to Christ

DEACONS’ COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORT TO CONVENTION 2021
The Purpose of Deacons Council is to empower and give voice to the deacon community in the Episcopal Diocese of
Arizona
The work of the council since October 2020:
●

Monitor the formation progress of Deacons-in-Formation (Vocational):
❖ June 5, 2021 - six deacons [3 vocational & 3 transitional] were ordained.
❖ April 2021 - four postulants named as candidates; Kay Chasse, Dottie Gutwein, Sally Niles & Edwin
Rodriguez
❖ Mar 2021 - three aspirants named as postulants; Fran Coleman, Michael Smithson, Lucian Taylor

●

Council members in action with DFA and Key Diaconal Activities:
New Deacon Council Members - The Rev Ben Garren, Deacon Patrice Taylor and Deacon Amy Bryan
✓ New DFA faculty - The Rev Deacon Susie Parker Transforming One’s Voice
✓ DUE TO COVID most classes continue to be via zoom with one exception, Postulant Orientation weekend
was held in person
✓ Deacon Class 2020 will attend Best Skills Program Nov 2021 as part of 2 year post ordination education
requirement.
✓ Jan 2020 4th annual Deacon Formation Academy Joint Faculty meeting via zoom
✓ Sarah Getts & Robin Hollis attended AED Conference for Archdeacons & Directors of Formation via zoom;
Pivot from Panic - Deacons for a post pandemic Church
✓ Sacred Ground - Dn Scott Deasy continues to facilitate Sacred Ground
✓ The Deacon Assembly and Regional Deacon Groups met every 4-6 months via Zoom and enjoyed a variety
of speakers
✓ Five deacons accepted for Deep Calls to Deep at VTS program. Now on hold due to COVID-19.
✓ Deacon Formation will continue online for the foreseeable future.
✓ Deacons from this diocese will attend Episcopal Preaching Foundation preaching program via zoom Oct
22-24, 2021

● The Council met November 2020, May 20 & July 1. It was decided Strategic Planning would begin Mar 2021 and
be facilitated by non council members; Janet Kaiser and Dn Wendy Guyton. Strategic planning met again April
29 & August 26. Next meeting Wed Nov 3rd, 2021. Council identified three primary areas; how do we envision
the role of the archdeacon, how do we envisage the role of the director of formation and what is the diaconate what is a deacon?
✓ Archdeacon & Director DFA to attend AED Conference February 2022.
DEACONS COUNCIL MEMBERS

Bishop Jennifer Reddall, Deacon Chuck Milhoan (Central), Janet Beason (COM Sec & Lay), Deacon Kimball Arnold (North),
Deacon Linda Hutson (South), The Rev Ben Garren (Priest - South), Elaine Pope (Lay), Rob Groover (Lay), Deacon Patrice
Taylor (Central) Deacon Amy Bryan (Central) Deacon Robin Hollis (Director DFA), Archdeacon Sarah Getts. Exofficio Rev Martir
Vasquez (Priest Hispanic Ministries),
Report submitted by Sarah Getts - Archdeacon Episcopal Diocese of Arizona September 10, 2021

2021 Mission Share Rebate Report to the 61st Diocesan Convention
Benson, St Raphael in the Valley

Farm Fresh/Good News Gardens - We have a partner relationship with a local farmer who is bringing his
harvest of veggies and eggs to our church for a Saturday market. He is helping us develop relationships with
other local vendors who would like to participate in a market. It is about bringing community to our doors and
supporting fresh, local, in season and healthy food choices for our community.
Chandler, St Matthew’s
Variety of community outreach partnerships and gifts - This year, St. Matthew’s used the mission share rebate to fund a
variety of outreach and service projects in the community. We gave gifts to an Episcopal Medical Mission to Honduras,
Habitat for Humanity, Cruzando Fronteras, Matthew’s Crossing Food Bank, Episcopal Relief and Development for
earthquake response in Haiti and Helen’s Hope Chest.
We also used the funds to support our Youth Group’s outreach work, allowing our young people to volunteer with, and
give donations to, community organizations who they partner with.
Clarkdale, St Thomas

Keeping St. Thomas an open, working and giving Faith Community - Because of the Covid-19 virus epidemic,
many churches noticed a decrease in offerings because they were either closed or parishioners did not feel safe
to venture out and attend worship services regularly. Some felt if they weren’t attending, they did not need to
make pledge gifts or give at all. Others felt uncomfortable having to wear a facemask at church so did not attend
services. St. Thomas was no exception. We were closed for several months and when given the ok by the
Diocese to re-open, we maintained health guidelines such as social distancing and a requirement to wear
facemasks. As a result, attendance was very low and of course, giving of offerings was also very low. So, we set
out to let our parishioners know that we wanted to stay open and maintain a loving and giving presence in our
community and to keep our doors open to anyone who wished to come and worship with us on Sundays or
attend our weekly Bible Study or Prayer Meetings. But, we needed more money to be able to provide these
opportunities to share our love and faith. Though it came in small amounts, parishioners slowly began to give
again. The Mission Share Rebate was a huge factor in helping us to stay open, to continue to worship and to
provide weekly Bible Studies and Prayer Meetings. The rebate checks miraculously always came at the exact
right time to help us pay utility bills or other bills that would allow us to remain open and functioning. St.
Thomas is very grateful for being included in the Mission Share Rebate as it provides us the continued
opportunities to minister to our community.
Globe, St John’s

Backpack Food Program - St. John’s has partnered with the local School Districts to identify students in the
Junior and Senior High Schools who are in living conditions that have a negative impact on their nutrition.
Every week, St. John’s along with the First Christian Church and LDS Stake Center Congregation provides
backpacks full of food to each student. The food supplements their diets throughout the weekend and evening
meals of the week days. All Mission Share funds that are received from the Dioceses are used to purchase food
for the kids.
Glendale, St John the Baptist

We matched funds raised by Daughters of the King for Haiti relief. Funds were used for our Prison Ministry to
support the card writing in the Sunshine Club and also to provide Camp Genesis supplies.
Litchfield Park, St Peter’s

A variety of Outreach ministries - Prison ministry, ministry to homeless families and individuals, ministry to
Veterans, and covid and food assistance during the pandemic.

Mesa, Church of the Transfiguration

Support Needy Children in Local School - Transfiguration has long supported a local grade school named
Brinton. The vestry decided to help needy children by giving money for a reusable bottle program at the
school.
Support Local Charities - The vestry decided to support three local charitable organizations including CAAFA
(Community Against Family Abuse), Project Help (helping families who have children in the Apache Junction
School system), and Hope Women’s Center (helping women and teen girls facing any difficult life situation).
Nogales, St Andrew’s
Santa Cruz Council on Aging - Improve the quality of life for the elderly community through transportation
and nutrition
.
Santa Cruz Training Program, - Provides educational programs for children and adults with disabilities.
Cruzando Fronteras - Offering a helping hand, a warm meal, and a safe place for asylum seekers.
Paradise Valley, Christ Church of the Ascension
Paradise Valley Emergency Food Bank - Providing help to food-insecure neighbors within the Paradise Valley School
District.
Boys and Girls Club of the Valley - Providing after-school and summer programs for Valley youth including sports,
academic support, enrichment activities and meals.
Payson, St Paul’s

Sponsorship of a child in Indonesia
Payson Food Bank
Kaitie’s Closet-free clothing and new shoe assistance to children in Payson
Phoenix, St Stephen’s

For I was Hungry and You Gave Me Food - Weekly Fook Bank held in conjunction with St. Mary’s. St.
Stephens supplements the food box provided by St. Mary’s with fresh vegetables, fruit, dairy items, meat and
non-perishables. For the period 9/1/20 thru 8/31/21 we served 1,100 households, with total individual served of
3,728.
Scottsdale, St Anthony on the Desert

Streaming church services - When the church was closed to in person worship, we began recording our services
with an iPhone. Needless to say, that was not the best alternative. We had Mission Funds left from prior
periods, so were able to use those funds as well as the 2020 funds to invest in new cameras and audio which
was a huge improvement. With the addition of the internet in the sanctuary, we are now able to stream our
services and intend to continue to do so. This has not only enabled our parishioners who are not able to return to
church yet to still worship with us, but has also attracted new parishioners.
Tempe, St Augustine’s
St. Benedict’s Closet - A closet in the church narthex full of non-perishable food, toiletries, hygiene products,
socks, and gift cards for those experiencing homelessness who stop by for assistance.
Tucson, Grace St Paul’s

Joseph’s Pantry (JP) - has been serving guests who are experiencing homelessness or living below the poverty
line in our community for over 22 years. JP offers food bags once per month to individuals and families. We are
open Mon, Wed, and Fri from 9a.m.-12p.m. and everyone who comes to the doors gets a sack lunch, fresh
produce, a cold sports drink, and water. We also hand out cloth masks, hand sanitizer, toiletries, and pet food to
those who request it. In addition to the food ministry, we offer our guests showers during JP hours. We recently

repaired and refreshed our showers and bathroom that are provided for our pantry guests to use. The
compliments we have received are heart-warming because we see the impact that refreshed facilities have on
the dignity of our guests. We often give out 30-40 lunches per day, see 15 pantry guests per day, and provide
20-35 showers per day. We have seen an increase in families using our food pantry as a result of the economic
effects of the pandemic. Joseph’s Pantry is partnered with the Community Food Bank of Southern Arizona.
Ministry/Project Name: Social Services. Description of Ministry/Project: Social Services is a partner to Joseph’s
Pantry and runs during the same hours. Guests sign up for services and are served on a first-come, first-serve
basis. We help guests obtain state identification, birth certificates, clothing, and bus fare. We not only help them
navigate these systems but we also provide the funds. We help guests re-establish themselves postincarceration, and we offer dignity in listening to their stories and helping to problem-solve their situations. We
work with other groups in town and make referrals often. Social Services has the power to give discretionary
financial assistance in other ways, as well. Some of these things might include occasional help with utility bills,
apartment deposits, or bus fare home (out of state) for someone who is repairing their relationship with family.
Social Services serves anyone in the community, including our parishioners. Local agencies know about us and
refer their clients to us often.
Migrant Ministry - Grace St. Paul’s Migrant Ministry has flourished over the last year and is strongly supported
by the Rector and clergy, Vestry and administration. There are several components to it. 1. Artisans Beyond
Borders, is a program that supports asylum seekers who embroider traditional mantas in Nogales, many live at
Casa Misericordia. Materials are provided and the finished mantas are marketed on Etsy and through
presentations for churches. Embroiderers from Nogales who have entered the U.S. as asylum seekers and are
living with their sponsors are able to continue their crafts and remain part of ABB. 2. GSP volunteers support
Casa Alitas, a shelter for asylum seekers sponsored by Catholic Community Services. At “Migrant Monday”
volunteers put together food packets for the asylum seekers who are traveling by air or bus. Parishioner and
clergy with a mental health background have received training in Psychological First Aid and provide PFA to
those asylum seekers experiencing trauma or grief due to separation by immigration authorities at the border. 3.
GSP has an online bi monthly Prayer Vigil for asylum seekers and refugees. The Vigil uses a bulletin, and the
Anglican Rosary prayer naming people we have met. The Vigil provides spiritual support to leaders and
volunteers of the Migrant Ministry.
Tucson, St Alban’s

School Supplies to those in Need - We continue to provide school supplies to Imago Dei, but this year have
added Youth on their Own and Casa de Los Niño’s.
Tucson, St Michael & All Angels
Translations – Announcements for Bilingual Mass - In early 2020, we paid a parishioner to provide translation
services so that our bilingual mass congregation could have our regular church announcements en Español. This
came to an end when the pandemic put a months-long stop to in-person worship.
Online and Web presence - In early 2020, we renewed our web hosting even as we instituted online sermons
and reflections via YouTube. In early 2021, we again renewed web hosting, and upgraded MailChimp to better
accommodate our growing list of email subscribers with our biweekly newsletter, weekly Sunday preview, and
special announcements such as death notices. In May, 2021, we purchased livestreaming supplies for our Zoom
morning prayer services, coffee hours, vestry, and other Zoom events. (Many of the online-related expenses
during the pandemic, which facilitated pre-recorded Sunday services and other YouTube videos, Morning
Prayer, email, etc., have been paid from the General Fund.) In August, 2021, we upgraded the church email to
Microsoft 365 Exchange to replace a 20-year-old email product that GoDaddy discontinued. (The Microsoft
Office portion was paid from the General Fund.)
The Living Church Partnership - In 2020 and 2021, we sponsored a listing in The Living Church magazine,
highlighting the church’s activities.

SAAGO Sponsorship - In July, 2021, we placed a small ad in The Cypher, a publication of SAAGO (Southern
Arizona Chapter, American Guild of Organists), highlighting our Aeolian-Skinner organ and our music
program generally.
Winslow, St Paul’s
Rice & Beans Ministry – We gather each month to distribute dry, pre-packaged rice and beans to the
community. Food is packed two cups per bag and distributed according to the number of people in a household.

2021 Report of the Chaplains to Retired
Arizona Clergy and Surviving Spouses
In January 2021, Bishop Reddall appointed us to be Chaplains to Retired Clergy and Surviving
Spouses in the Diocese of Arizona. We held a breakout Zoom session during January’s Clergy
Conference to get acquainted with retired clergy.
With vital help from diocesan Communications Canon Nicole Krug, our first communication
to clergy and spouses was a Zoom questionnaire inviting retirees to meet on Zoom and share
ideas for education and fellowship. Response was light, and virtually all of it was in support
of social get- togethers.
In February, we began to send email or written greetings to retirees and surviving spouses on
their birthdays. In May we added congratulations to commemorate notable ordination
anniversaries. These notes are sent expressing Bishop Reddall’s greetings, and our own. We
send about 20 messages per month, and we are delighted often to receive warm thanks or
an update; significant updates are relayed to CPF.
In June, we hosted a Retired Clergy Coffee Hour, which was lightly attended but very upbeat
with good information shared about cultural and entertainment options in greater Phoenix.
In July, we publicized and co-hosted a Church Pension Fund Webinar presenting benefits for
participating retired clergy.
We participate in monthly Zoom meetings for Chaplains which are hosted by CPF.
We will continue to offer Zoom conversations to socialize and to plan social events. With
Bishop Reddall, we look forward to a day when it will be safe to gather in person with the
Bishop for friendship and mutual support.
Submitted in Christ’s love,
Canon Colville & Sylvia Smythe

Commission 0n Ministry
Annual Report to Convention for 2020-2021
The Commission on Ministry (COM) is made up of priests, deacons, and lay members of
our diocese. Members of the COM are appointed and they serve on the commission to
assist and advise the Bishop on decisions in discernment and formation for ministry.
The COM works with Parish Discernment Committees to train individual Parish
Discernment Team members. COM members serve as COMpanions to people in
discernment and formation. The COM held an Zoom Meeting people interested in lay
ministry in November of 2020. The yearly COM’s Day of Ministry Discernment (DMD)
for people discerning both lay and ordained was held via Zoom in February 2021. The
COM interviews aspirants in discernment in the spring.
The following are the 2020-2021 milestones:
Bishop Reddall ordained Jana Sundin and Perry Pauley to the Priesthood.
Bishop Reddall ordained Erin Oney, Shawn Joseph Rutledge and Craig Smith as
Transitional Deacons.
Bishop Reddall ordained Jean Hawkins, Laurie Finn, and Dale Gallup as Vocational
Deacons
Postulants Erin Oney and Shawn Rutledge are entering into their third year of seminary.
Postulants Paul Impey and Omar Rodriguez are entering into their second year in
seminary.
Postulant Donald Bebber entered into his first year of seminary.
Vincent Caranchini, Daniel Collier, Bradford Eubanks, Carter Johnson, James Newman
and Alexander Swain were named postulants.
Postulants Jean Hawkins, Laurie Finn and Dale Gallup were advanced to Deacon
Candidancy.
Kay Chasse, Sally Niles, Dottie Gutwein, and Edwin Rodriguez were named Postulants
to the Diaconate.
Sincerely,
Janet Beason,
COM Secretary

Council for Native American Ministry
Since Diocesan Convention 2020, the Council for Native American Ministry has continued to be
active in not only fostering the relationships that already started before COVID-19 but have
strengthened those partnerships and even developed new ones. From January – May 2021 the
Council for Native American Ministry met monthly via ZOOM. During Lent we added a Lenten
Study on Creation Care from the Native American perspective. A sub-group worked on developing
the Handbook which has now been mailed to each congregation. In August, with very careful
planning and coordination a small group of 25 gathered for the Annual Retreat at the Franciscan
Center.
Even with the 2016 Diocesan Resolution requiring that all congregations include a Land
Acknowledgement at the beginning of their gatherings, in communications and on websites, there
are still many congregations who are not currently following this guideline. A link was included in
the recently mailed handbook if congregations would like to use an online resource to locate the
tribal land where the church is located. We have provided maps in the past and are willing to help
you identify your neighbors.
Your Canon for Native American Ministry participated in the United Nations Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues and along with a handful of colleagues from around the Episcopal Church
submitted a statement to the Forum and presented a side-event to share the challenging relationship
between the Episcopal Church and Native Americans as well as how they are currently progressing.
The Council for Native American Ministry recommended that the Anti-Racism Committee include
relevant history of racism in Arizona. And Bishop Jennifer Reddall, being fully supportive of the
recommendation, invited us to provide not only video content but also resources relevant to
understanding key issues based in part on the Doctrine of Discovery and the continued
marginalization of Native Americans living in Arizona.
Additionally, the Council for Native American Ministry has taken an active role in standing with our
Native American sisters and brothers on land, water rights and protection of sacred lands. We are
following closely the developments around the Oak Flat land swap issue. Chi’chil Bildagoteel is
sacred land for the Apache people and is at risk of being demolished by foreign mining moguls.
As we continue to grow and develop Native American Ministry in the Diocese of Arizona, our goal
is to increase the number of congregations participating in building relationships with our Native
American neighbors. Being active with the Council for Native American Ministry is available to all
who feel called. Meeting dates, locations and times are listed on the Diocesan website and on our
Facebook page.

Hispanic Ministry Report – October 2021
The Hispanic Congregations of the Diocese of Arizona were facing the
same challenges as the other churches or groups in the Episcopal Church
in general.
It is also very true that the Hispanic ministry has been strongly affected by
the pandemic through financial struggles and membership attendance
among others.
The pandemic crisis encourages us to be alert and to respond in firsthand
to the pastoral great needs of our families.
The Hispanic congregations were able to help such as: delivering food
boxes, rental expenses, money assistance for medical prescriptions, and
opening the parking lot area as a center to administer COVID-19 tests.
All Hispanic churches were inspired to develop a virtual service; even with
some limitations for not having the right equipment and Wi-Fi signal.
We found an opportunity to use all the resources and technology to keep in
touch with our members.
Each Hispanic congregation, during this difficult year, found new ways to
organize and strengthen their outreach ministry, offer Christian formation,
and bible studies through the ZOOM platform.
The collegiality of the clergy in charge of these congregations were able to
maintain in a weekly and monthly basis meeting.
We learned from each other the importance to articulate a pastoral plan to
cover our spiritual needs.

The Rev. Martir Vasquez
Canon for Hispanic Ministries
Episcopal Diocese of Arizona

Prison Ministry Program – Annual Report 2021
Statement of Purpose: “To charge the Diocese of Arizona to minister to prisoners and their
families (during and post incarceration), advocate for changes to the current prison system, and
to mutually share God’s forgiving love.” The Diocesan Prison Ministry team currently has 16
active members and 6 interested parties that participate in meetings and events. These
individuals represent 13 churches located throughout the Diocese. The team hosts a monthly
teleconference call.
St. Peter’s Litchfield Park resumed worship services at Perryville Women’s Prison in July. The
Bridges Re-entry organization formed by Rev. Gay Romack has recently introduced a
Mentoring Beyond the Gates program. Orientation of perspective mentors occurred on 8/28
and 9/1. Training begins on 9/14. This program will assist women who are released from
Perryville prison and do not have family or community support to help them cope with the
many demands made upon them as a condition of their release. The hope is to help reduce
recidivism through community support and mentor guidance.
Camp Genesis resumed in June of 2021 with a group of 14 children. We had three returning
children and five Camp Genesis “graduates” attended regular church camp. Three members of
the Diocesan Prison Ministry team served at Camp Genesis. Several churches were involved in
providing backpacks for the campers. Scholarships for these children (ages 8-13) continue to
be needed for camp in 2022. Camp Genesis Sunday in our Diocese will be celebrated on
September 19th. The Camp Genesis Card Program currently has 17 churches participating in
sending cards to the children who have attended Camp Genesis. This has proven to be a
popular ministry among the children and those sending the cards.
Two “Straight from the Heart” Art Exhibitions will occur in 2021. The Olney Gallery at Trinity
Cathedral will host an exhibition in September. A local Tucson restaurant will host a rotating
display of artwork from Oct through Dec. Christ the King in Tucson has requested an exhibition
in the spring of 2022. Proceeds from art sales benefit the artists, providing much needed funds
for family and personal support. The art shows continue to be a successful method of raising
awareness about the issues of incarceration in Arizona.
Work has restarted to identify a leader and team of individuals to provide worship services
within the Wilmot Men’s Prison in Tucson (similar to what is offered in Perryville women’s
prison). Meetings have been held with several clergy members and articles are planned to help
raise awareness of this incredibly rewarding ministry (for team members and inmates alike).
We are poised to “go where the fish are” as Presiding Bishop Curry has called us to do and hope
to have a team assembled and approved to go into the Wilmot facility as early as Dec. 2021.
Deacon Kim Crecca is currently serving on a committee that is reviewing the 2023 budget
requests received from AZ Department of Corrections with a goal of holding ADC accountable
for their budget and informing the legislature about questionable or vague line items that need
further clarification and/or fiscal notes. Kim is also involved in several advocacy groups that
seek to support criminal justice reforms in Arizona as well as the national Episcopal Prison
Ministry Coalition that meets monthly to share information about best practices and programs.
The Diocesan Prison Ministry team continues to work toward raising awareness about
incarceration, reducing recidivism, facilitating successful re-entry for releasees, advocating for
legislative reform, and serving the needs of loved ones affected by incarceration.
Respectfully submitted by Rev. Kim Crecca, Convener, Diocesan Prison Ministry Program

